Triangle and Robert] | mean, nonesty, Edon'teven | ное up or you're both 


Бат ОО" have EYES! [going in the screen saver. 


you have no business 
trying to write At least we'd be 


What are we a comic strip. colored IN there! 
supposed to Is this strip 
ВЕ? 
А over yet?— 


You call THIS. 
a comic strip? 


Triangle апа Robert What? I don't know. 


It must be some stupid | 
ы Who's expression the author HEEELLLP! 
For Polyhedron's Polyhedron? came up with. 
sake, either draw 
us right or let us | Well, rotate, my 
‘out of this strip! vertices 
trapezoid! — 


/\ 


Triangle and Robert | Not only didn't you give 


Just us, here, alone. 
No background, no 
props, nó other 
characters... 


I'm hungry. 
N 


us any food, you didn't 
even put in tha ten 
seconds! worth of effort 
it would take to give 
us mouths! 
т think T 
also need to, 


N OK, I guess I really 
shovld give you fcod. 


Here. (m) 


And how are we 
supposed to eat it? 

I think Тоту 
allergic to 
chocolate., 


Triangle and Robert | зо now what? 
He gives us a 


заел) о 


eat and we still 
don't have mouths. 


Soccer? 


AQ 


Or hands. 


No way you're getting 
past me, rhombus-boy! 


We'll see. 
And so our 
heroes finda T/a 
something in "WW 
common at last. 


РА 


^ 


H > 
Triangle and Robert | : nesaea to say something. 


What the toroid was that No you didn't. 
last narration supposed This is your first comic 
to mean? strip, isn't it. 


Tt had absolutely 
nothing to do with 
what we did! 


® Мә 


Bi 
Well, duh. 


Hey! Idiot! We're down here! 


Why can't I live a normal 
life like any other rhombus? 


Triangle and Robert “Fin 


I'll give you 


That'll take some 

mouths. But only open thinking. I doen't know 
Do you understand? We then when you absolutely| pow to draw any food 
are going to STARVE have to; I'm not drawing 
to DEATH if you don't them every panel. what oa than (OF 

at gave you 

draw mouths on us. y Gee. Thanks. And what about the idéa you could write 

And I'm still Sors 1009 1 can | a comic strip, anyway? 

pretty sure. 

Im 


I would kill 
allergic 


ere have no 
chocolate hands. \ 
anyway. 


H N 
Triangle and Robert | okay. 1 think т'уе found . 
Heyl These things are pretty good! | 50" 1+5 art you can eat, у. That's not food 


Here. 
Don't rub it in, 
Triangle. I still 
need food. N, 


H Р ^ 
Triangle and Robert | Tatsit? it's this or à 
rectangle with 

the word | Any good? 

пе о 

on it. 
It's about time. Robert's Tastes like paper. 
nearly dead. 


Okay, I found a way 
to feed you guys. 


Triangle апа Robert N No, I'm not worried. Yup. Раск your crudely- 


I figure you'll burn drawn trunks, we're going 
" off the calories on to a crudely-drawn version 

Doesn't it worry you that your next wacky adventure) cr arabai | 

the only foods you know 


to draw are fattening? Wacky? 


No we're not. 
Т feel like а blim 
N р Adventure? Send usa 
postcard 
/N | 


No. мав kind Maybe check 
the only thing we can of hoping you'd aye chec) 

So here we are, do is hava some sort know how. the yellow 

stranded ina — Any ideas? of hilarious misadventure. pages? 

desolate comic 

strip with no 


hope of rescue. Ever done 


that before? 


К^ 


Triangle and Robert | as far as сап figure, 


H | Little do they know it, 
Triangle and Robert | Maybe we shouid but Triangle ard Robertis 

goto the library Makes sense. | trip tc the library is 
No, nothing in the and find a book on #990 te become the most 
phone book under wacky adventures. izarre experience o 
"Zaniness" either. their lives. 


+ thi We can hear 
can’t think of you, remember? 
categories to tr And aren't you 
9 у, Supposed to be, 
| | in Aruba? 


Triangle and Robert 


Howdy, new neighbors! 
Name's Cube. If you 

ever need anything, 
anything at all, don't 
hesitate to ask. 

Could you tell us how 
to get fo the library? 


A 


Why sure, I'd be happy as a 
parabola to. Go down the 
way you're headed, take a 
left at the third stop sign, 
then go 'til you see a big 
cylinder on your left. That'll 
mean you've gone too far, so 
you want to turn around, 
you see, and take a right. only| 
now it's a left because you're 
going the other way, at the 
corner, not the one 
with the big house 
with the "For Sale” 


, but the other 
corner. 


Hey! Where'd you go? I'm not 
done yet. After that, you go. 
aw heck. 1 haven't been to 
the library in so long I think 
Т just might have forgotten 
what to do next. 


Triangle and Robert 


And then look for the bi 

Ard now we Not really. butt er cylindrical "For Sale" sigh... 
Ww him saying the Oh! Excuse me, miss, can 

take a left here... him sayir you tell me how to gel to 
You sure it "Tim gonna go try „| the library? raya 
wasn't that the other one. The library wilt wait. 
other left? N Follow. Your destiny] 

beckons. N 


— Uh... okay. 


Triangle and Robert This one looks perfect. 


T knew it was Gan thah poui Madcap 
Hinks 


around here " à 
Somewhere. LIBRARY Yes, I'm hoping нак 
| ta find some Ha 


information on 
having wacky 
adventures. 


o Third stack ол 
th et op 
stet 


Triangle and Robert 
Hmm... this looks useful. Oh. Sorry. 
Bakeries... assembly lines. 
Got it.... animal gostumes... | 
quirky girlfrien 
| Excuse me, sir Could 
jeunesse reso more 
quien Madcap 
| Hiis 
Madcap For 
Hijinks Idiots 


For 
бюз 


Electrical outlets... 
Fear of heights. 
I think I'm getting this! 


Sir. your thought 
Bubble. could you 
turn i down jst 
haita поса? 


Madcap 
Hijinks 
For 
бюз 


BETTER? I can't ` 


Triangle ana Robert Oh. Sorry. B І сап 
ear myself t! 


Turn down my thought bubble? 
С now! |. — 
тшейтш то o Thank you. That's 
This aeran much beta rene 
jou know. "m 
Hiis 


Madcap IN 

Madcap 

d Hinks 
For 


бюз КА 


Triangle and Robert 


LIBRARY [An gont you 
РАКЕ come back! 
Don't worry, 


I won't! 
o won't! 


Fortunately, I learned 
all I needed То. Now 
to put my newfound 
knowledge of the 
comic-sfrip lifestyle 
to use. | 


Excuse me, sir. Do you know 
where I can get parts for 


hare-brained inventions? 


Why, sure. You go down 
that way, take the second 
night after the fourth 
intersection, then you go 
‘straight on to the elippse 
farm, шт northeast, and 
about 70 paces down 
‘on your tight there 
be a sign pointing 
left. Can't miss 
aN 


Triangle and Robert 


It seems no one around 
here knows how to give 
clear directions, OR 
/ well, TN just wander 
Ground random 
Adventure should be 
sure to follow, Z think. 


HAUNTED 
HOUSE 


PUDDING] 
FACTORY) 


Hmm, tough choice. 
7 What's funnier, 
ghosts or pudding? 


HAUNTED 
HOUSE 


PUDDING] 
FACTORY) 


Mmm... this could 
take a while, folks. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


And where are we going? 
So, Miss... uh... what's your пате? 


Oh. 
We travel to the When will we get there? 
йр nameless oy places between What di T just 
ў faces, to where ini a 
of Fate.\ When and where finish saying? 


are meaningless. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


Uh huh. Is thore Well? 
Would you mind telling anything you can 
me what's going on? 


No. The answer 


is certainly no. 
That is a tale 


Am interesting 
from before time question. It will 
itself, and 1 am\| tafe some, 
not the one to thought. 
tell it. 


na 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm getting tired. How 
much further is it? 


No further. 
We are here. 


TA 


Sorry, that's my fault. 
I don't know how to draw 
what lies beyond the very 

concepts cf time and space. 

-. Vou dont? 


This is it? | don't 
see anything. 
Big surprise. You don't 


know how to draw a 
bowl af fruit. 4^ 
Anyway, it's. 
supposed to be 
mind-boggling 


and impressive. 


Triangle and Robert 


Well. So, this is what 
lies outside reality. 


And now 


behold... 
| | infancy. 


Where? 


Darn it... 


Te 
Listen, lady... messenger 
of fate, whatever... I'm 
not even going to attempt 
to draw the birth of a 
universe. You're gonna 
have to describe it to 
him. 
This just isn't 
worth й 


AUR 


Triangle and Robert 


Look, just forget about it. 
The time сате for your 
destiny to be revealed, 

I pulled you out of time 
and into the void 
between realities. 


\ 


Other than getting a 
cartoonist who can draw. 
mystical vistons, not realty. 


That was my job. After that, 
you were supposed to have а 
vision showing you the 
history of your universe 
and the reason for your 
existence. Ай Т had to do wasl 
drop you off and the rest | 
would take care of itse(f. 
I'm sorry... Is there 
anything | can do? 


Triangle and Robert 


Tm just gonna take 
off now if you don't mind: 


UA 


So, just to recap... 'm now alone 
in à mystic realm beyond reality, 
with no idea what I'm supposed 


to do or how to get back. I 
wonder how Robert's doing. 


HAUNTED 
HOUSE 


PUDDING] 
FACTORY) 


Pudding's funnier... or 
are ghosts funnier?. 
or is pudding funnier. 


CURSE YOU, WORLD, 
'OR FORCING SUCH 


A CHOICE UPON 
ME! 


Triangle and Robert] qyape great if frame 
Pudding... ghosts. | there was а way їо [HOUE 

Pudding.. ghosts. | combine pudding 
AND ghosts ina 
Single adventure. 


I've got it! 


HAUNTED 
HOUSE 


PUDDING] 
FACTORY) 


PUDDING] 
FACTORY) 


Triangle and Robert] Ferme FEAR ME! Just one question. 


Adventure awaits! guardian of the \ 
Pudding Factory of ` 
WA the Dead! FEAR ME! Say your ресе, 
Alright! I'm d 
fearing! I'm, А 
we ru fearing! N Are you 
IZ mand supposed tà 
E. bela ghost oP 
a blob of 
pudding? 


SILENCE! 


Triangle and Robert Then you truly desire to hear i 
My story begins when the 
NONE Seals TauN | ie Т es baen long | cass keel was young ane 
е ; 1 Г тоге Шап ап 
ORPUDDEX AND LIVE! willing to listen. unshaped mass of pudding. 


Taunt? No, I, А Yeah, / 
uh. Ehad то sure, why not. Really pudding, 
offend. T N or is that a 
asked metaphor? 
purely out ^ 
of curiosity. Really 
pudding. 
^ 


Triangle and Robert! wnat? Universe-flavored. What you 
As I was saying, the The universe. What =| call "butterscotch". 


universe was no more than Flavor was it? 
a mass of pudding, and I... Yummy. 


Okay, М on 
А 
What ЕЎ Ё iE 


H Beforings. Pudding-Watcher. 
Triangle and Robert | ‘Are you so ignorant of the (со read this then come back. 


AS I was saying, my story "P of your universe? 
begins when the Cosmos was 
young. The Beforings called Apparently. 


/ me into being asa 
Pudding-Watcher. 
: \ ^P 


OK, see ya. 


Triangle and Robert 


Fortunately for me, I don't Come back, mortal! It 
r À it to understand the nature 
Looks pretty thick... I'd better | "9n 
start now if I want fo understand of the universe. 
the nature of the universe. 


grows so lonely with none 

to tell my story to. Come 
back... come back.... 

ГЇ summarize it for you! 


"4 


D Ж 


i The Beforings. Beings Is that why we're 
Triangle and Robert outside time and space. so badly drawn? 


Okay, I'll try to make this 7 Universe-builders. | No, that's just because 
as simple as possible. They created, and | the cartoonist is a 
indeed still create, lazy jerk. 


Please do. universes. This one 4 
BN we inhabit is one of 
their most minor 
creations, a sort of i 
doodle made by one Hey 
between creating 


proper universes. BN 


Triangle ana Robert This universe is the universe | Yes. I was to watch over the 
In 


pudding. It began as pudding of the growing 

me and space They 9451961 pudding and shall end as universe, the growing 
unyerse of pudding. 
this universe and many pudding. I was created by pl g. 


others, each with its| 11е Beforings to be the 


Do you have any 
‘own identity and С Pudding-Watcher. idea how silly 
purpose. The Pudding- his all sounds? 
AU N 


Triangle and Robert| _ I was meant to be the 


Yes, I Know it sounds silly to | Pudding-Watcher, and so T 
mortal ears. Still, it is all too, 


was at first. Then came my 
too true. shame, my horrible error. 
Okay, sorry to 7 
interrupt. 
N 


You sure you 
want to talk, 
about this?, 
N 


Yes, yes. Mortal ears need to 
hear of it, so that my mistake 
will never be repeated. 


This is going 
to turn into 
а cooking 
lessonN, 
isn't it. 


1 I... I failed. The universe... it know the tale 
Triangle and Robert was a failure. The pudding Id, but... mv 


Л маз ле dnd асрет, became... it became... | shame... I dare not speak it. 
universe was my charge. AAAAAARRRHH! 


A Сула? What LM This is 
What... what, (What? What, vou. This iS 
happened? gid it become? pretty good 
N horrible? story, sory 
E 


Triangle and Robert | "™ alone. The cartoonist I'm not? Then why can't 
s 1 see anything? 


Well, folks, l'm still all alone in РЛ 
the void between universes. 


No, you're not. 


I mean you're not 
I don't draw backgrounda. 
in tke vota. You should know that 


Ne PEL 


Triangle ana Robert nata аз good а 


recap as any. 
Where am I? What happened? 
1 remember... | remember trying to 


find the library... and there was this Оп behalt of the Square Guild, 


woman. She took me somewhere. So where is here? wewecome vo rm not doing 
somewhere strange. And now I'm WA ап Oz parody. 


Triangle and Robert 


Well? Are you a good 
geometer or а bad geometer? why won't you answer us? 
Are you a good geometer 

or a bad geometer? 


I categorically refuse 
10 participate in any 
childrens'-story 
paradies. 


oro 


Triangle and Robert 


Ding dong, Ihe geometer is dead, 


the wicked geometer в dead! Гат Sgmmetra, the Good 
Look. l'm just WOT] Geometer of 90 Pegregs, 
going to play along I'm not listening, 
with this one. I'm not listening, 
| I'm not listeni 


o-° 


п 


La la la, la la la, la la la, | 
can't hear you. La la la, la 
la la, la la la, | can't hear 
you. La la la, la la la, lala 
la, | can't hear you. La la 
la, la la la, la la la, | can't 
hear you. 


LAZ 


Triangle and Robert 


Oh. Let me guess. The Dotted Line 
Road. Just... just give it up, okay? 


4 


Help me down from this pole! 


Get bent. 


АС 


Oil me... 


"4 


Find someone. 
who cares. 


Triangle and Robert 


Uh... you awake? 


I'm not moving until this 
feeble-minded Oz parody 


N over. 


Triangle and Robert | 7:isnsie, you've had the | sorry. what ао you expect 


power to return home when yoo give mea 
N all along straight line like that? 
OK, you win. I'm 


cancelling the От AAAAAA 
plotline GH! 


Good. I сап go home now? 


N 


Human decency 
would be nice. 


H “ве, 
Triangleana Robert| Xos nave my word. са ides for mm PD 


great idea for an I 
No more Oz jokes. Love Lucy parody. 


So the Oz parody 


is really over? Why should | trust you? Author? You got some 
'splainin to do! 


Triangle and Robert 
The pudding grew lumpy. 


Huh? 


N 


The universe, the universe of | What do you mean, "that's 
pudding which I was created | it?" An entire universe was 
to watch over.... I failed. I my charge and I failed it! 
don't know what I did wrong, NUN 
But how would it being 


maybe I should have stirred lumpy or not have, 
7 it more... mattered? It's 
ania асу 
That's it? planning оп, 
N leating it... 


меге they? 


Triangle ana Robert! ‘riding, moral Not a. ‚улуну 
Mortal, you simply do not "bunch"! ^A UNIVERSE of 
comprehend the magnitude | pudding! A universe that Yes. 
of my failure. was meant to have a soft, Planets? 
As 4 creamy texture! Lumps in 
(зше І dor such a pudding aren't just Yes. 
pudding a culinary annoyance! _ 
Thats, Lumps like that have their 
nobody own gravitational pull! 
was going Now look what you made те 
anyway got do, there's no room for 


artwork in this panel. 


lumpy. 
| 


Triangle and Robert | wnat do you mean, MY Well, yeah. You mean you didn't 


The entire universe... my whole | cartoonist! Who do you геле"? 
reality... al! because of your think's drawing you: 
one mistake? Is that the only / Heck no! All this 
VA reason you time I kinda. 
Everything didn't run figured you 
but the N| from me in| were the 
artwork. terror? Chosen 
re Because One. 
That was T'm badly 
cartoonist's drawn? 
mistake. Should I 


bother asking?. 


Triangle and Robert A 


iould you parody 
Get Smart? 


No Oz parodies, no 1 Love Lucy 
parodies, no Brady Bunch 
parodies, no Star Trek parodies, 


no Powerpuff Girls parodies, 1 will not parody Get Smart. 


no Saturday Night Live parodies. 
1 am doing NO parodies. 


M 


Would you parody Newhart? 


| will not parody Get Smart, 
1 will not parody New - Hey! 
No Dr. Seuss parodies. 


Triangle ana Robert “ена getting some 
exposition right now 
Why can't you just drop me into that I don't want 
whatever plotline Robert's in? you to know. 


What's the point? He'll 
just tell me when | 
see him. 


^M 
Good point. I'll have 
to give him amnesia. 


Just when you thought 
it was as contrived 
as it could get... 


\ 


Triangle and Robert | Tell him NU Just to be sure, I'm going to 


Wow! I can't wait to tell Triangle| have to eat your memories. 
all this! Imagine, him being the 
Chosen One and all... | яты? N 


on? BN I 
O e $2 P | on, yeah, 


Triangle and Robert 
Help! Someone help! The 
Pudding-Watcher is trying 

‘to eat my memories! 


> 


9 
Ns 
^ 


S645 


Whew! І should be safe in here. 


ZONE ок хо, 
PUDDING 
^ 
~N 
o 
A 


DARN! I knew I should have 
taken the sign off that door. 


Triangle and Robert 
Happy 5Oth strip from all of че here at ИИ арӣ гүн 


„That gets me out of writing any jokes for today.... " 


Triangle and Robert | | asked you first. 
Robert? How'd you get here? 
Triangle? What are Well, the Pudding-Watcher 
you doing in here?, was chasing me around ina 
haunted pudding factory 
trying to eat my memories. 


ANO 


Whatever. It can wait. 


Yeah, it probably 
can. What now? 


N 


N the author for help, 
ом, WO... UM. 1 know that much. 


Er... hmm. That'sa T x 


It's called the "Zone. 


of No Pudding," if 
that helps af ail 


Doesnt ring ^ 


Triangle and Robert | Wel. were not asking Any idea where ме are? 


H You're the Chosen One called by | Then don't bother. Speakin 
Triangle and Robert [m Beforings to punish Orpuddex| of pudding, is there anything 


By the way, I heard you for his crimes against pudding to eat? 
had some exposition for me. Does lint count? 
Exposition? Will it make any more ‘ 


Oh yeah sense ifl ask you to N 
N explain? Not really. 


i It that's supposed to mean It's worth a shot, Which 
Triangle a п а Robert something, come out and memories should we try? 


‘death in a zone between say й. Т know рі to 72 decimal 
universes. Well, if Orpuddex wanted places, I don't think ТЇЇ 
Well, we at least to eat my memories, maybe be needing it v, 
lhave oür memories. [they have some sort, any time soon. 
BN of nutritional 


value. N 


AN VA 


So start reciting pi and other useless memories we 


а can eat? 
we'll try to eat it Do we want a pun 

3.141... I just like that on our Do memories 

realized something conscience? of lint count? 


N \ 


/N 


N 


/N 


Triangle and Robert | Lu» on.. eating pi. 1 guess not. Do you have any 


Triangle and Robert | we need to get back to And when we do, there's some 


диг own universe, and soon. sort of monster who'll try to eat 
I'd sooner starve to death than your memaries and/or kill me? 
ask the author for help. D a 
thorf Right. Not really a "monster", 
T'm with you but basically. 


N We are во daN 


/\ 


i The cartoonist tried to put Because it's so demeaning... 
Triangle and Robert | Te cartoonist Mond 9 


I've got it! What? little while ago. Give me the shoes 
Oz? Why didn't and I'll do it. 


you = N | 


Triangle and Robert 


There's no place like home. 
there's no place like home. 


мег сомеј 
ТО 
KANSAS 


OUR home, you 
stupid shoes! 
‘OUR home! 


1 don’t want to [weLcome] 
то 


nitpick, but 
how did you | KANSAS 


click your heels 
with no feet? 


You make 
avery 
good 
point. 


Triangle and Robert Theres по place Ние like home, Hooray! We're home... | think. 
Lets try it together. there's no place like home. Maybe we should put up 


wallpaper or something 
One... two... three. | 


Triangle and Robert 


Is this home or are we 
still in the void? 
I'm telling you, 
we seriously V 


need to put 
up somé 
wallpaper 


So you think 
we're home? 
Can't you smell 
the radon? 


N 


Rador's odorless, and 
I don't think we have 
radon anyway. 


Oh. In that case, 
Ilet one. 


/N 


Triangle and Robert | fie ery е cakes Kevre | How do | put this mildly... 


This is stupid. The past my own secret recipe you know, 
two strips have been about and I figure since I'm your That wasn't a fart I smelled. 
us not knowing whether neighbor I might as well be 
we're home or not because neighborly and ail and offer you 
there aren't any some. Go on, try one, they're 
backgrounds. mighty good, at least everyone 


around these 


And me, 
parts says so. 
Va 


farting.y 


Я Here I've been racking my brain 
Triangle and Robert | for months trying to figure out 
what it was the smell of my 


Your cakes... little cakes reminded me of, and 
sure enough that's what I was 
They smell like poo. trying to think of. Poo! They 


Poo? Why, darn | smell exactly like poo. Wonder 
‘you're right! | ! didn't recognize it sooner. 
1 


They're supposed 
to smell like that? 


I'm too hungry to 
argue. Let's dig in. 


v^ 
S 
v 


Triangle and Robert | what do we have to drink? This smells like pee 


Hey! These are pretty good once 
you get past the rancid stench. 


(munch munch) 


Tap water. 


Isn't that what tap 
water's supposed to, 
smell like? N 


A ‘ding to "Mad. Hijinks 
Triangle and Robert Problem is wallpaper ond A need for honey 


So, what you said about is an ideal driving force for 
wallpaper... good idea. КЎ a problem. coming up with a crazy rene 
Having a background 


would make this place n Or we could get jobs. 
look a lot better. Where's your sense 
of adventure? V 


Triangle and Robert | sheep. GREAT idea. 
Il check the Help ‘We're sure to make 


i a bundle in the livestock 
Wanted ads. I "ome neon black market. 


Well, want ads are 
hardly the makings 
of a great comic 
Strip. N 


Look around you. This 
isn't a great comic strip. 


Not with an attitude. 
like that it isn't. 


Triangle and Robert | !m gonna try and get a real job. 
Let me know when you grow up. ie ' 
Fine, Go off and fulfill you grow up. Triangle?... What's wrong? Is 
your lifelong dream of Why all this anger something the matter? 
becoming a world-famous all of a sudden? 
sheep rustler. 
Your sarcasm 
is showing 


N 


H Nye 
Triangle and Robert San not going to erase | 179 20t looking for your 


. gratitude. I don't even 
you, во don't ask. need your cooperation. 
Author! AUTHHHORRR! One way ок another, you 
will serve the strip. 

[There's no point to my being drawn. 


You created те... l'm not grateful. You don't get it, do you. 


Triangle апа Robert | `honestiy, 1 understand | At least you know you te 


what you're going through here for а reason, even 
И . І just can't do anything | if it's a stupid опе. I 
This has gone from a "comic strip" about it. don't have that much. 


to an "existential-despair strip" Let's stop whining and just 


try to make this strip funny 
for a change. / 


Ех 


1 don't think you сал understand. 


Ely. 


Triangle and Robert | Yeah. сап either do something | Um... How are you planning 


goofy or hang around moping all to rustle sheep with jumper 
Okay. Let's rustle us some sheep. the time. cables and a shovel? 
Really? T'll get the jumper I'm sure I'll think 
cables, you get the of something by the 


shovel | Time we X Scotland. 


Triangle and Robert | Тогизйе sheep. Using jumper cables and a shovel. 
; You're right, it's a silly 
We're going to... Yes. idea. We'll need to bring 
Scotland. some carpet samples too. 


N OK, that's 
better. Huh? 


i You never know 
Triangle and Robert We're gonna hotwire them. +ill AN try. 
Okay, you have ma stumped. 


How exactly are you planning 
to rustle sheep with jumper You can't 


cables, a shovel, and hotwire livestock. Alright, but lll N 
carpet samples? standing back. 


Well. This is Scotland. I've given up оп 


expecting backgrounds. 


Let's go find 
Some sheep 


Tt should be plaid 
Tris? or something. 


N N 


/N 


Triangle and Robert 1... think so. 


Triangle Robert| Sowe meet again, mortal. | Is this that Orpuddex 
geand And this time you bring the | 9ЧУ you were talking 


Here, sheepy sheepy. Chosen One. AN 


doing in 
Scotland? 


Triangle and Robert | We're not nere for a batie. No. The time has come. 


I have followed you here Slay me now. 
so that we may get the 
battle over with. 


We're just rustling sheep. 


NU 


Triangle and Robert| You are the Chosen One, | slice for what? Are you 


Look... Orpuddex. | don't know selected by the Beforings Some sort of criminal? 

what exactly this whole Chosen to bring me to justice. I I'm not going through 

One thing means, but I'm had hoped it would not the whole explanation 
not a fighter. соте to pass again. Robert, you tell 


but it has. him. 


i The Beforings. Beings | Imagine your universe in its 
Triangle and Robert beyond time and MEN infancy. imagine a cosmos... 
а cosmos of pudding. 


No, Orpuddex, you tell him. 


I'm sure you can explain it He'll be talking for 
all much better than I соп. hours. Let’. T run. 


Well... EN N 


Triangle ana Robert BN 
Why aren't there 
any sheep around? 
I'm sure I 
heard some... 


N 


Let me guess. You 
can't draw sheep. 


Who'da thunk it? 


ГА 


“I'm trying to find some 
sheep clip-art, but I'm 
not having any luck. 


We already DID this joke! You're 
reusing a joke that wasn't all that 
funny in the first place! 


LEARN TO 
DRAW, MORON! 


/N YN 


i Uh... I guess if this is all 
Triangle and Robert) „узо fork wirh iti have to 


Here, sheepy sheepy.. do. Pass me the jumper cables. | Hey! Get back here! 


Baa! Б: 


JUMPER 
aa! u CABLES N 
INSERT SHEEP . 
INSERT SHEEP 


Triangle апа Robert) gotcha Now where 
Robert? I'm telling you, you do I attach these... Z 


can't hotwire livestock, even 
if you do catch up with it 


Ap, 


1 Wi you so. 


Triangle and Robert | No, r'm fine, I'm fine... I jusr | Its not a question of polarity, its... 
9 put the black wire where the red | ©, go ahead, I'll get an ambulance 


Robert? Robert! Ara you okay? one should've gone. ready. 
Hold you powerful electric currents А 
and farm animals wouldn't mix! T knew you'd 


see it my way. 


N 
VA 


A 
^ 


Triangle and Robert 


Baa! Vroom vroom! Ваа! 


A A P ттн М 
Р How many times || Okay, it worked. ГІ N 
|| is he going to... өө, live this down.... 


This is stupid. LI 
1 can't watch. 


Triangle and Robert | were never going to rustle 
the whole flock by hotwiring Now there's a sentence | 


One sheep down, rest ivi never thought I'd say in my life. 
of the flock to go each individual sheep s yin my e: 
I'm gonna get an 

Hmm. electromagnet. 


N N 


~ 
ГЕ 


i 1 don't know. Robert thinks he'll be | No, it's not that we have anything 
Triangle and Robert able to rustle your whole flock at. | against you or your flock, it's just 


Stay here. Robertll be back with the same time with it the way comic strips work. 
an electromagnet. 


Baa? 


| M 
INSERT SHEEP | | INSERT SHEEP 


Baa... baa. 


N 


Baa! Baa baa! 


INSEHT SHEEP 


Triangle ana Robert | Roberts coming baci Run! Hey! Where'd the sheep go? 


Baa... baa. 


Baa!— Sheep? What sheep? 


/ N ЕЗ X 
INSERT SHEEP ЕЧ ЕЗ 2: 
E Е 


Triangle and Robert What did you do? You can talk to sheep? 


There was a flock of sheep N 
no. How odd. 


Well... well, we 
talked it over a 


litle and they 

Don't look at me. convinced me 
to let them 
get away. 


here a few minutes ago. Corne to think of 


Triangle and Robert 
I know | can't communicate. 
with sheep... but | definitely 
let them go, and I think they, 
asked me to do it. 


I have been under a lot of mental 
pressure lately... maybe | exhibit telepathy in cases of 
imagined | understood them extreme duress. 
because | subconsciously wanted Not nearly as plausible, 


them to escape. but it keeps my sanity 


Sounds intact. That's the 
plausible. A 


Or maybe certain sheep 


explanation we'll go with. 


H Unbeknownst to Triangle 
Triangle R Who knows what ali that n 
gle and Robert electricity would have done and Robert, that one 
Well, Ihe sheep-rustling EAM Abarth sheep not only survived, 
plan was a bust. Р it thrived.... 


As itis, there's 
Ina way, IL IS BN 
n a way, still that one 
I'm glad Sheep Md early "еі. funny. 
electrocuted... Ө) 


| o 


INSEHT SHEEP. 


Triangle and Robert 


All that electricity. it did 
something ta me. f can feet 
myself, changing. 


О 


INSEHT SHEEP. 


INSERT MUTATING SHEEP 


4. Гат a sheep. 
become... А 600! 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Well, suddenly have 
incredible powers far beyond 
those of normal sheep. 


о 
o 


And the artist didn't bother 
to draw me... that gives me 
something to want 
revenge for. 


о 


о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Cool! Im a supervillain! 
Time to start taking 
over the world now. 


О 
© 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


М 
Not to contradict you or 


Triangle and Robert anything. but don't oce 


Hmm... Рт a sheep turned into the irony in that plan. 
ап evil mastermind bya | гие got it! FH seize control of , 
jumper-cable-wielding sheep | the world's supply of artificial Of course not. You're 
rustler. What would be a nice flavorings! not a super-genius, 
ironic way to take over О о 
the world? a б 
Б] 


INSERT 
INSERT SUPERNTELLIGENT 


INSERT SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT TELEPATHIC SHEEP 
TELEPATHIC SHEEP 


SHEEP 


H I1 was thinking we could just get 
Triangle and Robert] меку an employment agency. | roguiar,non-zany jobs and start 


We tried your plan, it І guess there's some _|putfing money in à savings account. 
failed, now i's my turn. opportunity for humor T'd make a good rodeo 


And your idea is? 


N N 


clown, right? 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


Welcome to ABLCDR Employment. 
How may! help you two? 


AOS 


I'm looking for an entry-level 
position in information technology. 


I want to be a rodeo clown. 


Welt youre in luck There's a pair of 

openings at RTTOCLTA Industries 

that would be just perfect for the 
both of you. 


Rodeo clown AND 
infotech?... 


Sounds great. 


Triangle ana Robert That was quick. How'd you do? 


Well, you're next. Good luck What's the opposite 
with your interview. of "hired"? 


| still don't quite understand 
what sort of jobs we're 
applying for.... ^ 
N 
Ne 
~ 7 


Triangle and Robert 


Your turn. Hope your interview 
goes better than mine! 


How'd it go? 


Guess. 


That'd better wash out. 


\ 


You're gonna taste it! 


Triangle ana Robert 
x Oh yeah, you're ALL 
Uh yeah... the sheep that gonna taste it soon! 
Meanwhile, in an abandoned| ghe builders rejected has О 
warehouse that has some | become the cornersheep. 
semi-humorous Batman-esque| О O 
relationship to sheep, 5 & 
althcugh I can't think of 
what that relationship 
Е INSERT 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT ‘SUPERAINTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


might be at the moment. 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP ‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 
That was a bust. Now what? 
This place looks like 

it's 


THE LOCUST GARDEN 
AUTH NTIC CHINES QUISINE 
WAITSTAFF maur 
WANTED. ‘WANTED 
COOKS rd 
[WANTED] EAR 
WANTED. [эздин 

o антер) 


Okay, but I'm anly going along 
with this because ifl be funny. 


No openings for 
rodeo clowns. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | ra recommend the green rice. 
Welcome to the Locust Garden. / 
May I take your orders? /X It was white to start with, 


VA but... well, you know. 
ud 


m not 37 What's good today? 


lh 


Triangle and Robert In bed? 


Your fortune cookies, sir, ma'am. | Mine says, "| hope for your sake 


\ you didn't have the chicken." 
Mine is "Joy comes to you when ats what it says, 
© you contemplate the simpler рио 
© things. The big picture will take ee туі 
core of изе. in bed." тру 


[т 


Я Listen, Orpuddex, I'm not going to | Will that be the pork lo mein with 
Triangle and Robert | bs you over some lumpy pudding | dead roach, the beef lo mein with 


Welcome to the Locust from billions of years ago. rat hair, or the vegetable lo mein 

arden, may | take . ith black substance? 

your order? In that case, 11 have | "^ 9oosy Black Substance 
You! Chosen Оле! the lo mein. Which is cheapest? 


Now we shall 


do battle! The "m 
N you don't want 
Va 


Triangle and Robert 
Foppy 100th strip from all of us at Triangle And while the foots are 


р occupied with the 100th strip 
and Robert NI 7 be Locust Gardon! festivities, ! shall set my plan 


into action. 
o 
INSERT 
SUPEFANTELLIEENT 
TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Waiter, | want to complain 
about this fortune cookie. 


What's the problem? 


м“ 


и says my lucky number 
is Patrick McGoohan. 

He is not a number, 
he is a free mant 


N 


And your problem is? 


A^ 


The Triangle Okay, let's try this from 


Who is Number One? a diferent ange... 
Who is Number One? ов Triangle? 
You are Triangle. You are Number 


You are Triangle. One— DARN IT! 


Triangle and Robert | no, it's ten thousand pounds. OKAY, BRING IN THE TRUCK! 
That's what we always deliver here. | ' 


JAS 


Sign here tor delivery. 


Shouldn't this comma 
be a decimal point? 


i Well, well It appears that lm 
Triangle and Robert not the only one attempting to | wow) This roast duck is 
Baa! contro! the world's supply of | vei Тп гоо. sik iD 
SHEED artificial flavorings. 
INTELLIGENCE Somewhere, someone is That's The Locust 
OPERATIVE WHAT? | hoarding a massive stockpile Garden's exclusive blend 
© of MSG.. but where? of fourteen herbs and 
chemicals. 


o ғ 
INSERT INSERT C 
SUPEFANTELLIEENT 
TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP 


Triangle апа Robert| There are little packets of And then there's the chicken... 
MSG instead of salt. 


Has it occurred to you that this Doesn't the chicken remind 
restaurant isn't exactly healthy? Now that you mention it, you of that scene in Indiana 
. it is a little upsetting Jones when the Nazis open 
It's fast Chinese. that the complimentary the Ark? N 


What do you expect? bread glows in the, 
BN dark. BN |Yeah, it does, come 
to think of it. 


Triangle and Robert | That's okay, I don't have eight | see? Not funny. Can we 
гот n9 ight kinds of wind |149 of wind instruments eifher-| go back to the plot now? 


instruments with my nose. 


I'm sorry. 
You don't have a nose. | | BN 


Triangle and Robert 


\опсе upon a time, in a 
Chinese restaurant in 

à land far away, there 
lived three little 
shapes and a big bad 
super-intelligent 

telepathic sheep. The 

first little shape— 


Stop! 


1 told you once already, 
no childrens'-story 
paradies. 


I thought after 
you did that 


Prisoner joke... 


That was a one-time deal, and 
besides, The Prisoner isn't a 
childrens’ story. 


It's not? No 


wonder I grew 
up so weird. 


N 


"m sorry, we're not doing} 
the Three Little Shapes 
after all. 


1 designed and built that 

300-їоог fan far nothing? 

So... how AM! going to 
get in? 


Triangle ana Robert |’ 


Let me in or ГЇ huff 
and fil puff and Г 
blow your Chinese 
restaurant down! 


x 
Will this do? 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | What's the big light [55 


What's that? 


оо 
Its the | осоо 
restaurants | Oo 
security |0200 
system. |0700 


AN 


ontheleftfor? |00. 


That one goes on ifa 
flack of sheep land on 
the roof. 


T'd ask what the odds of 
that are but X don't 
want it to happen. 


Too аә. |0095 


i Okay, fourteen thousand three 
Triangle and Robert hundred fifty-seven number fives, Of course. Do you 


Bring me all of your MSG. Мом] ап would you like a beverage want it here or to go? 


with that? 
Ө! You have a 
Ó number for it? 
8 


Um. to go, please. 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT INSERT 
[PERANTELLIBENIT 
IFLEPATHID TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | e you misunderstand. i'm | And how are you planning to 


not BUYING this MSG. m escape with over fourteen 
Your orders ready. It comes to TAKING itt thousand pounds of potentially- 
seven thousand dollars even, O carcinogenic meat enhancar? 
including tip. 8 Give me a minute, 
FH think of something. 


Oo 


INSERT 


SUPERANTELLIGENT INSERT 


SUPERANTELLIS 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 
TELEPATHIE 
SHEEP 


Triangleand Robert! Т?» 
ive got a hostage! Put all your 
MSG into a truck or the o INSERT 
Q rhombus gets it! 


Yes. it. 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Which would be exactly.. 
You know... "it". it's like. 
Quit trying. о stall me! 


That knowledge is 
Stall? Stall! That's it! useless to you now. 


Triangle and Robert 


You know, That's where Т remember 
you look you from! You're the sheep 
Familiar. Tused the jumper INSERT 
cables ont ‘SUPERJNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Oh yeah? Triangle! 
Dump some sugar in 
g" um... grass tank! 


[s 
"т serious, Stop| 
trying to stall me. 


Triangle and Robert 


Wow. That was a close one. 


Yeah, it... hey! I can't 
remember the actual 


fighting! IN 


D 
T couldn't draw the fight 
scene. Basically, there 
was а brawl between the 
restaurant patrons and the 
parasheep, who had some 
sort of ray guns that 
turned people into 
punctuation marks. You all| 
fought very well, but the 
Cornersheep used his 
psychic powers to escape 
at the last second. He 
didn't get any of the mac. 


Now THAT is laziness. 


What kind of supervillain 
name is The Cornersheep? 


Triangle and Robert | that and went probably Triangle? Where are our customers? 


So now we nead to find a way get fired if we don't. | 
to tum all these punctuation marks Who'd fire us? The 
back into people. cartoonist hosn't A 
Why? Oh... we're, decided how То draw А 
‘the main N ‘our boss A 


choracters. You were 
| saying? 
r ; И ^ 


i The abandoned Bahr company i 
Triangle ana Robert 5 арапаопеа вап woot Why Lake Superior? 


If | were a super-intelligent Street! Of course! 
telepathic sheep, where Never mind, it was 
would | hide? | I was thinking 


a stupid thought. 


A 


Lake Superior. 
Isn't it obvious?, 


N 


Triangle R That's as good a plan as any. We're not talking hunting 
We ang st and Robert Where can we get heavy rifles, you know. You'ra not 
‘the Gornershaepe M weapons cheap? going to find major arms 


dealers in the yellow pages. 
blindly. We need a plan T'll check the inne yellow pag 


of attack. phone book. Sure Т am. They 
Or a reall list them under. 
big gun. d N "Escort Services’ 
N That's prostitutes 
| You sure? 


i Even ata discount, welllonly — | You're not going to rob a 
Triangle and Robert) була dato acoupie К | оше lo fob a u7 
Silo Nineteen. | think rocket launchers. 1 don't think 
I've heard of them. that'll be enough. Way way ahead of you 


The guy on the phone 
said they buy weapons 
Icheap when governments, 
collapse... and pass the 

‘savings oh to us! 


N 


I'm way ahead of you 


Triangle and Robert 
You robbed a convenience store? 
No! Do T look like the 
Sort of rhombus 

that would rob а 


convenience \, 
Store? 


Let me guess. The punchline is 
"It was a gas station," right? 

No, but that's а lot funnier 

than what I was going to say. 


Which was? 


Gold card, baby! 


Triangle and Robert | wei sti nave tne 


Assuming this second-hand Comersheeps Only if he He? " 
arms dealership takes psychic powers ^ notices us. Well, I'm just 
credit cards... to contend with. guessing about 


‘the pronoun. 
A reasonable | He, it, whatever. 
assumption. 


Triangle and Robert | And now | try to tell you 


Okay... give me a minute. 
We can sneak in, or. that won't work, then you 
we can use big noisy Surat really | 9° Ое! опе апумау and 
weapons. We can't 


Um... hmm... okay, I'm ready. 
Robert, even if you somehow 
ibworks. Right? manage to де! a giant silencer, 
Big silencer? . how the asterisk could it 
do both. ig | КРИА silence an explosion? 


And for that matter... 
BN Should I keep going? 


м 


lope, YN 


Triangle and Robert 


Baa! 


/ 


intruders. 
excellent. 


o 


SHEEP 
SECURITY 
OPERATIVE 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


This gives me the perfect 
opportunity to test my 
latest new toy... the 
Ovinoculatron! 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


1 don't know 

SECURITY what it does. 
OPERATIVE FE did, f 

wouldn't need 

to test it, would 1? 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP 


ы 


Triangle ana Robert „Hey! tm supposed to be ine This out-of-character 
anent brought to you by: 
Now THAT was a battle! bitier one. You're the wacky опе. | moment brought to you by 


Too bod SOMEONE Sorry. Won't inability 7 
didn't bother to M again. 


CYNA V P zi. a 


Triangle and Robert 
Is it just me, or did the 
perimeter sheep seem 
just a little too eager to 
retreat? 
Yeah... they must, 
be expecting us, 
inside——, 


So... we charge in anyway? 


Let's have lunch first, 
then charge in. Get, 
them off guard 


That wayN 


/N 


Sounds good. You 


up for Thai? 


Sure. 


Triangle and Robert 
Where ARE they? 


Q 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


This waiting around for 
my enemies to attack 
can't be good for my 

blood pressure. 


© 


Uloh. Chest pains... 
Q 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


A few hours later... Heart failure. 


He's... dead? He who lives 


by the MSG. 
What rer pM by the 


M36, 


азанв 
анаа 
имаягпяшменаагв 
їнявм! 


That's either profound 
or moronic. 
It'sover. There's 
nothing left to be 
done here. 


N 


i You didn't happen to, say... 
Triangle an d Robert actually check his pulse or Good. Gotta keep those 
Well. I was hoping yeah. Now we anything like that? sequels open! 
for something less can cet back 

anticlimactic, but 09.9959 Of course not. 


at least its Over. something funny. | 


Triangle and Robert| tm quitting this restaurant `N few months later... 


and going into business for 


You know, I've been thinking... myself, You with me? "Triangle and Robert, 
Wacky Scheme 
Wow. Ы "i rp ө Consultants". Just what 
` qualified for? hosed. 
о 
ТНЕ 
PHONE 


BOOK 


Triangle and Robert | ни thank you for considering How much do you know 
Triangle! A customer! choosing Triangle and Robert 


as your wacky scheme Tobe honest. 


consultants. You'll find that our i 
fates are reasonable and our Perfect. Throw this 
What? Hare? Really? advice ism. н 


Ww —À 


Triangle and Robert | tes worth a ridiculous amount | So. Where's the 


р t volcano? 
If you want us to throw this of money to me if you do. nearest volcano 


cursed thingy into a volcano, Um... Mount Scary, 
we're going to need a little T think, 
more information. Okay, that's all the Of course. N 


information we need. 
Let's go, Triangle! 


XQ ме 


Triangle and Robert 


Chosen One? Is that the... | What? 
Well, it's off to Mount Scary! |Could you possibly be holding What? 
the... it ist That's... that's... 
What? Erm... 


nothing. I didn't, 
Say anything. No, 
never mind me. 


Ae) 


i Tell me! Why was Cube so 
Triangle and Robert eager to get rid of whatever it is? 
Whatis this thing, Orpuddex? 


What do you know about it? Neth Ып. 
No. Nothing. 
Haven't a clue. me. No way. 


he he 


Fine. See you later. 


Um... can I come 
along? And watch? 


~v 


o~ 


Triangle and Robert What? 
Mr take Pretty please? Think about it. Even if he 
Orpuddex with us? wanted to hurl us Screaming 
В Sure. NI into the flaming crater 
Of course not. He's 7 of Mount Scary, it's not, 
my archenemy, or 


like he'd be able to. 
something like that. None of us have arms. 


Reassuring. 


i A We hatesss rhombussess! 
Triangleand Robert] or usse not. т wasn't | М 1416985 ГО birthday 


lari пе. 
Listen. Author? | just want to let planning оп ene presssent! 
you know, in advance, that the 
fact that we're going to throw a Okay. I just wanted 
cursed relic into a volcano does ny. | Just we This better be a C 
one-strip joke. 


fiot give you the right to do a 
Lord of the Rings parody. 


N 


H Do I want to know the line 
Triangle and Robert | i'm thinking he's an ai reasoning that lod fo that 


What does Cube do archeologist or a spy. statement? 

for a living, anyway? No. He's probably There wasn't one. 
Hmm. Good an ice-cream man. 
question. 


| 
y 4 


N М 
Я Yeah. It's a rather Either it's a small 
Triangle ana Robert o. лоза гац volcans or you spend the 
Halfway to the peak next half-dozen strips 
^ Н Rather pathetic _ 
What? We're halfway volcano, you mean. Fine. 
there already? Small is good. 


\ 


i Oh. Okay, hands up everyone . 
Triangle and Robert who didn't see this coming! We don't have hands. 


Hey! Where'd the cursed 
relic doohickey go? 
Right. 
And where's Orpuddex? | 


Triangle and Robert | Never! I had thought it long 
Orpuddex! Get back here since destroyed... at times Í 


with that... thing Idoubted that it even existed.. | 


and now it is mine! 


be a" 


And... what is it exactly? 
I'm not telling. 
MX 


W^ 
NES 


i What? Yeah, but he has the 
Triangle and Robert ^ thingy. and he's like kinda 


Orpuddex! ORPUDDEX!! evil or something, and.. 
He's a recurring . 
Let him go. character. We're Okay, okay. We'll 
bound to meet up follow him. 


with him again. 


Triangle and Robert | After all the waiting, 


Once more this universe 
I can finally make Shall truly be... a universe... 
At a crude altar high on amends! 
the somewhat forbidding ` 
slopes of Mount Scary... 


of pudding! 


| 
Yes! 
| i I | 


Triangle and Robert This would be a lot 


Over there! | think | see him! Rock. easier if we had color. 


Oh. si There's a really 
Oh, yeah... no, TY coal-loaking rock 
that's o rock. over there. 


Over there! 


Triangle ana Robert Umm... okay. 


1 
There! Orpuddex! Author? Little help? 
No, I think that's a tree. 


ALTAR OF THE 


FOURTH RACE 
The Fourth 
Race? Ts that 
| the ЕЎ 


Triangle and Robert | What? Darn, it's a pay Nope. I'm gonna have to 
Garktor, demon of nine | altar I must have some ^ | go get some. There's no 
cosmoses, hear ту calli | ancient change on me... way I'm summoning a 

| Please deposit 25 demon collect. 


gold pieces for the Beep beep beep bes 
fist hee minutes р beep beep beep.. һееввгевеввегввееввр... 


Triangle ana Robert Do you think its... no, of We nave to. 


Hmm. This is where Orpuddex course it's not safe to touch, 


brought the... whatever but we're gonna touch 
it anyway. 


Mo 


Triangle and Robert 
Stupid altar... I'm about to 

summon Garktor of the Nine 
Cosmoses and the thing 
beeps at me and requires 


correct change... 


оо“ 


Wait a second! I was the 
Pudding-Watcher! I'm the 
oldest and most legendary 
thing in this entire universe! 
What am I doing looking 
for change to make a call? 
1 


ОО 


Тт... I'm comical and 
bumbling! What has 
HAPPENED to me? 
It's the cartoonist's fault, 
that's what it is... 


оо 


Uh oh. 


Triangle and Robert 
Author! Redraw me! 


Why should I? 


As it is now, my appearance 
inspires little more than 
laughter. Draw me so that I 
will strike menace 
into all who \ 

look upon me. 


And what if 
I don't? 


I will show you fear 
in a handful of instant 
pudding mix. 


I think I'll take 
my chances. 


BN 


H N 
Triangle and Robert| You doubt my mastery of GAAAAGH! 


pudding? Go then, mortal, It's h ble! 
Yop should nor wife wth me. and look within your fridge. You win, you win! 
Watcher, and much of my | г. but I haven't done 
power yet remains. anything yet... 


Like what? 


Triangle and Robert 


Okay, I'll make you scary. 


What do you 
have in mind? 


How about if instead of 
just the two eyes, you're 
covered with a bunch of 
different-sized eyes 

all over? 


Sounds good. 


Do it. NI 


Good grief! 


Triangle and Robert Die . 
Listen! I'm supposed to be Thans not aan i meant 
a brooding, dark character! Dark. Make me dark. t 


Triangle ana Robert Three! 
$150 


/ ог zap us or anything. 

Okay, on the count of three 

0 c We must have done it 

ме pick the thing up. wrong. Let's pick it up again. 
Two. - 7 | | | 


Huh? It didn't explode 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Triangle 1 Never Promised You a Rose Garden, by Joanne Greenberg 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 
111x 95 pixels Being and Nothingness, by Jean-Paul Sartre 
Font: Favorite Movie: 
Arial 12-point Brazil 
Occupation: Personal Quote: 
Wacky scheme consultant ae a et ae 


If I could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 
Wear sunscreen. 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Robert T. W. Rhombus The Hitchhiker's Guide to the Galaxy, by Douglas Adams 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 
91 x 157 pixels Madcap Hijinks for Idiots, from Utter Imbeciles Press 

, _ Font: А Favorite Movie: 

Comic Sans MS 12-point The Adventures of Baron Munchausen 
Occupation: Personal Quote: 

Wacky scheme consultant "What's funnier, ghosts or pudding?" 


If І could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 
Wear clean underwear. 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Orpuddex Rendevous With Rama, by Arthur C. Clarke 

Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 

68 x 149 pixels The Pudding Club Book: 100 Luscious Recipes from the Pudding Club 
Font: _ Favorite Movie: 

Tahoma 14-point Time Bandits 

Occupation: Personal Quo 

Unemployed (last job: Pudding-Watcher) pias Day, Em 


1£ 1 could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 


Wear pudding. 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Cube The Stainless Steel Rat, by Harry Harrison 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction) 
TII x 111 pixels The Joy of Ice Cream, by Matthew КІ 
Font: Favorite Movie: 
Maiandra GD 12-point Demi Bold The Fisher King 
Occupation: Personal Quote: 
Tee-cream man. That's ай. Just an ice-cream man. ыг jay anyining interanting. 


Fm an icecream man. That i 
1£ I could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 


No comment. 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
The Cornersheep The Adolescence of P-1, by Thomas J. Ryan 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 


PERSA 752x706 pixels Al Creatures Great and Small, by James Herriot 


TER an Font: Favorite Movie: 
Eurostile 14-point Bold Italic 12 Monkeys 
Occupation: Personal Quote: | 
‘Superviliain "Оһ yeah, you're ALL gonna taste it soon!” 


If I could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 
Wear synthetic fleece. 


M 
i Oh, I remember now. We went | maybe fi but it got 
Triangle and Robert | ai the way back down то fill our | 83 Gut of writing five. 
"those Character Profile things days plot. 


Right. That was a big N This is why there should 
be a mandatory licensing 


waste of time. n 
pragram for cartoonists. 


My feet would be 
killing me if I 
| | had them \ 


Are we there yet? 


No. And it's pretty odd. 
We've been climbing 
long enough. 


Triangle and Robert | | We should've sprung the Well, two lines and a rectangle. 
Justa Bt further and wol five bucks for the chairlift Tt was probably supposed fo be 


be at the crater of Mount Scary. a chairlift. 


reo) 


There was a chairlift? 


Xy Sy 


H P 
Triangleand Robert| ©. Sorry. Forgot to Well? 


draw the crater. 
At last. The top of Give me a minute. 
Mount Scary. 


he rc he 


i Hello? Draw the crater so i 
Triangle and Robert |w can get on wih ine piot? Tisis stupid 


Author? Where'd 
you go? Ñ 


Well? We need a big 
Crater? flaming pit! 
| | N 


Я N `A 
Triangle and Robert |crater. Right. That's what| 1 сапе up with some 


N I was supposed to de. great new characters 
I'm back. Then what were you doing? for you to play with! 
Did you bring a crater? Play? 


A small one' li do. Should we start 
NN Screaming now? 


LENZ лы 


Triangle ana Robert 2 re а bear? Technically, it's Bear the 


Hil I'm Prozac EN Bear! Prozac, but it sounds better 
the other way N, 


cartoonist'sgonnapay 
p himper) cartoonist эзюгпәргу un 'sgonnapay. 


Triangle and Robert 


2 ccop-8008 op BoGP-doo 8009 doo) | a сор ВООР-4ор восе рвов) 
doop-BOOP-doop-BOOP doop- BOOP-doop Y 


MM | Tm Prozac the Bear! 

Tm Prozac the Bear! Im Prozac the Beat | | CARTOONIST'S 
N VA GONNA PAY! 

N 


wN 
T7 


a 


Triangle ana Robert | ом that's my — Hey! You're 


(seethe seethe) pointy! Stop — Yowch! Arrr! 
1 Know what you need! | | Oh my — my — ..ag. 1 feel much better now. 
N 
Know what? Know Triangle? 
what? I know what 
1 need too! 


bes 


` 
Triangle ana Robert Um, no... just a bar of 
N A talking bar of soap? soap. Here's an idea, 
Okay, so Prozac the Bear we'll skip that one 


wasn't what I expected. Talking? Ér... no. for now. 
Let's introduce the next Not talking? A mime | Maybe the bar of soap 


new character: made of iva should draw the comic strip. 
MR. SOAP! O | | 


Okay, toss it. 


Triangle and Robert ГА 
M 


Okay, fine, here you “ан 
go. А crater. 


This is going to 
be something stupid, 
isn't | 


Bye-bye, thing that our 
neighbor gave us that we 
don't know what it isl 


E 
4 


Triangle and Robert THUMP Any idea what's wrong? 


It should be hitting bottom. Thump? It should bea " б 
апу moment now. sizzle, or at least а Yeah! This crater doesn't 
sploosh-fizz аме any lava in ї 


It should go sizzle 
any second | | N 


Triangle and Robert | Not worth the bother. we Let him. He's a bumbling 
All this way and the threw the relic in the volcano, inept villian anyway. 
volcano’s... empty. we're done. True, and besides, he 
Should we write an Orpuddex Il take it doesn't have any arms. 


angry letter the moment we leave. A N 


Triangle and Robert 


No. No problems. Orpuddex got 
Well Cube, we threw the whatsit 


in the way, but we got around him.| Well... Yeah. 
into the crater of Mount Scary. Orpuddex? The Haven't you been reading 
One slight problem though...| Pudding Watcher P 
Ssh! earth? | The Time of 
1 the Oval is 
at hand! 


уу и 
ГС) 


Triangle and Robert 


What did Cube mean by 
the Time of the Oval? 
No idea, If it's important 
we'll learn more, 
about it later, 


N 


You know... that last job wasn't | For that matter it barely 
really consulting work. We're qualified as a scheme. 


supposed to be wacky scheme 
consultants, but... 


Yeah! And it wasn't Oh, yeah, the 


wacky either! pay was gre 


AIK 


Paid well though. 


Л 


Triangle and Robert 
Hil Weicome to Triangle 


and Robert Wacky Scheme 
Consultants! How may we 


Serve you? I fope you 
JA o understand that 
icant tell you 

the whole story. 


Oh, of course. We have 

a stunning lack of discretion 
here at T&RWSC. Anything 
important you told us would 
end up in the hands of your 
enemies almost immediately. 


5g 


That's a rather, um... honest 
thing to tefl a potential client. 
As I said, no sense! 
of discretion. 


4 ' л about you having а new 
To cut a fong story so short itt I. Пао it ККИ s Phat was 
fit in one panel and not make any supposed to be an 
sense whatsoever, I need two-thirds exclamation point 


of the Senate to autograph my fish 
by Tuesday. Oc 


Triangle and Robert Now that's wacky! ‘Sorry, І was so excited 


Triangle and Robert | Step one: Convince the fish it's | Why don't you tell me the plan 


; | step by step as we go. That wa: 
Well, Triangle, I've come up with] “ballet instructor. Step Two: | AS Shock wil be spread out and. 
a six-step plan to give this client| HOLD IT! T be less likely to spontaneously 


what he wants. combust. 


Actually, you spontaneously 
1 have M go along cembusting WAS step two, 
with it, of | but I can change that. 


Triangle and Robert | 1 mean, that really seems to 


Author? I'm just wondering... be beyond your, um... 
how are you going to be able to artistic inability. 
draw the Senate? 


I'm still trying to 
figure cut how to 
draw the fish. 


Oh goody. 


/ 


You are asleep пом. 
When you awaken, 
you will no longer 

be as you are. 


Triangle and Robert 


You are becoming tired 
You can feel your thoughts 
drifting far, far away. 


Robert? You can't | Robert? It 
hypnotize it. doesn't know 
what you're 
saying. 


2 A 


When you awaken, you wil! feel 
an uncontrollable urge... When 
you awaken, you will feel the 
need to teach ballet! 
Robert? It's a fish. 


No! It'sa ballet 
instructor! 


Ө A 


i Don't ask, It'ssillpand it | The interdimensional portal and 
Triangle а! nd Robert would just make you angry. the box of rubber pretzels? 


Sort of. 
actually believes it's a ballet 


instructor? | N 
. А You're right. It 
| poss it nave anything would just make 
о do j ` me angry- 


Triangle and Robert | Thats just as stupid as 


r having me spontaneously A state. 
Okay, now what's step two? combust. And New Hampshire 
We teach our new client | isn'ta language, it's a state. I take it you mind. 
to read and write fluent A stati 
New Hampshi ate... ora 
ew Hampshine. state of mind?, 


[x 


Triangle and Robert | ves. Ог, I could attempt to cling Okay, While you're clinging, 
While I take care of step two, | 19 the fleeting shred of sanity! | could you order a couple gross 


you can get started on step have remaining. of kazoos? 


H UND NN 
No. No, | couldn't | | 


Triangle and Robert | okay, okay, what do 
We're falling behind our 1 need to do? 
timetable here, We've got Bur 
y this bag 
to get this fish through of ground pork. 


the Senate in four days! N 


And this will help because. 
It has a radio 
transmitter in it. 


Of course. It's 
blindingly obvious 
now, isn't it. 


/ NT 


Triangle and Robert | тн» so-called "plan" of yours 
No. Іт пос ordering a couple is a concatenation of random 
gross of kazoos, l'm not burying a | allegedly "wacky" steps with little 
bugged bag of ground pork, I'm | humor value, no plot value, and 

not going to dress as a giant | a vast but unfortunately negative 
strawberry, and this idea with degree of utility. 
the dry ice sculpture of Richard 


Vernon goes beyond moronic. 
MN | | 


But... but... it's wacky! 


No. It's absurd 
and pointless 


That's just 
as good! 


4 


Triangle and Robert | Theres а difference between But Robert was wrong. 
We d t nto this wacky and absurd. There is indeed a 
e agreed to go into th . difference between wacky 
business together. This is No there isn't, | дыл решен Бетивеп маску 
what wacky scheme consultants атааран Chat difference 


do. You know that. in a new series starting 
N next strip. 
In other words, 
prepare for paddin J 
| you now бе 
во well. 


Triangle Robert What if you cut out the 
gle and Absurd is filling your саге tank middleman and just 
Wacky is filing your сагв tank with a ferret. fill the ferret with 


with 3-octane gasoline. cheap gas? 


Well, you could do that... 
probably... | guess. 


Д 


Gotcha. 


Triangle and Robert | Absurd is your fridge evolving We need to go to the grocery 
Wacky is a new lifeform into a new lifeform. store and buy some more RNA 


evolving in your fridge. 
gny 9 That reminds me. You're not paying full 


Okay. B altention. | 
Of course 
not. v 


Triangle and Robert | Absurd is when the men's room is Т have to go to the salad. 


Wacky is when the men’s room ди of order and you use a 
is out of order and you have to use cabbage. 
the ladies’ room. 
Yup, that's Hold that That's seriously ~. 
wacky. N, ‘thought. wrong. 


N 
JA 
LOS 


Triangleana Robert] „а shoving Even the ones that deserve it? 


Wacky is talking toast. talk-show hosts 
into a toaster. 


Yup, good example Well, sometimes 
p? j absurdity is 


of маску N | T^ 


i an аску is mistaking Absurd is strangling your 
Triangle Robert ми king bsurd gling у 
Wacky is. bait for pasta. grandmother's parakeet with 
Соп I do one? its own intestines because 
i it won't shut up about 


Sure. Right... badminton. 
1 think you're 
missing the point. 
But it's absurd, 
right? 


Triangle and Robert | absurd is tuming into 
Wacky is getting drunk and 


Hmm... "The Incredible 
Robert Frost whenever New Hampshire Poet". | 
‘ you get drunk. see definite television 
thinking you're Robert Frost. What about possibilities. 
whenever you See? Absurd is fun! 
get angry? 


AO 


Triangle and Robert | 4. i when it grows. Wis? 

Definitely, It's not 
. absurd until the 
No, that’s eggplants hatch. 
still wacky. 


A classic. 
S N coat 
/ point. 


Wacky is planting birdseed. 


Triangle and Robert | ^re we going to change our 1 didn't think so. 
Well, Rabert, you now have current scheme to something 


а firm grasp of the line between а tad more sensible? And now back to our 


wacky and absurd. absurdity, already 
in progress. 


I sure do, No. 
Triangle! N | | BN 


Triangle ana Robert That was one ticked-off vole. 
You win. I'll bury the ground pork. Loves his mother, though. 
Great! 


BN And then some stuff 
that I don't bother to 


draw happens, and then... 
c 


e^ 


Triangle and Robert 


Okay, step four is we fly to 
the Capitol 


Ah, sone, the 
That's remarkably T bit. 
sane. 


Why do you always say 
that like it's а bad К 


To create. nm 
conflict. 


Go get the EN 


Triangle and Robert 


I'll go order dance supplies Um... 1 guess they're ready, it 
for the fish while you get would help if | actually knew 
the jetpacks ready. what | was doing... 
N Or if I knew what 
БА jetpacks locked 


like.... 


They don't normally carry 
fish sizes, but they'll 
special-order everything 
and rush deliver it since 
it's for a good 
cause. N 

What cause was 

that again? 


1 forgét. 


i Why are we using 
Triangle and Robert Му anyway? 

Robert! How the fractal INSERT CLOUD 

do you steer these things? Because it's Е 


We could've done some 

Um — jokes about airline food! 

Why didn't you point 
that out earlier? 


4 
|e] es USE 
EU .—— ga 


Triangle and Robert | its the only way down. 
The ground can't be that 


I'm turning rny jetpack off. hard, considering its That looks fun! 
What? never drawn. 
| Elegant 

^ А El 
3 | ( 
3 

TT NAE = төн А) 

"E 


S АУА 


Triangle and Robert | г wonder how high we are. It's THUMP! 


I can still see Triangle down hard to tell without the ground 


below. He's falling pretty fast. being drawn Triangle? Are you okay? 
Can you hear me? 
MEAN 
IM Cratery. 
RM У 
I / 
мы | ] 


No... T'll take you 
to an appliance repairman 
That'll be funnier 


NE 
AO 


Whoa, You got banged up toa X 


pretty x 


Triangle and Robert I'd better get you 


THE FALL INJURED 


Triangle and Robert 
YOU FATALLY. THE 
TRIANGLE. BETWEEN WORLDS. RHOMBUS TAKING 
YOU HAVE DIED. YOU TO AN 
What... who are you? Darn. APPLIANCE 
Where am I? REPAIRMAN DIDN'T 
HELP ANY EITHER. 


Triangle and Robert 
That's... it then. Dead. Dead. Dead. 
He's dead. 
We hardly even 


knew each 
other, really. 


I can't think of anything funny 
to say for the third panel 


Triangle апа Robert | му fault for not taking you The fact that you're pretty 
My fault for coming up to a hospital. Dead, dead, dead. | blatantly going to come back to 
with this pointless scheme. life in а few strips doesn’t 
My fault for wanting fo make me feel any better for 
Some reason. 


use NN | RN | 


Triangle and Robert | author? That's enough angst. 
Dead. Dead. Dead, dead, You can bring him back now. 
dead, dead dead dead. 


DADA 


Triangle and Robert 
Well. This is the 200th strip. 


AQ AQ 


Triangle's still... dead. Dern. 


Triangle and Robert | on. great. More piot stutt. Ard then I stop 


What are you? YES. MORE "PLOT | eno dead? 
MESSEN! STUFF", AS YOU PROBABLY. WE = 
A MESSENGER: CHOOSE TO HAVEN'T THOUGHT 
PUT IT. IT ALL THROUGH. 


‘Well. Gee. No rush. 


TriangleandRobert| EVERYTHING HAS 
THIS IS NOT YOUR. SOMETHING TO DO 
WITH PUDDING. 


Everything? 


Dimly. This all has 
something to do 
with pudding, right? 


WELL, NOT REALLY. 
BUT THIS DOES. — 


Triangle and Robert | RIGHT, WELL... THAT DOESN'T WORK 


SORT OF THING — 
WHEN LAST YOU САМЕ | HAPPENS. SHE WAS HERE ANYMORE. 
HERE, YOU WERE LED А TEMP, 
BY A DIFFERENT . 
MESSENGER. She explained absolutely га hope not. 


nothing and then ran off 
for no apparent reason 
Right. Her. and stranded me! 


Triangle and Robert 
NOW THE TIME HAS 
COME FOR YOU TO 

KNOW YOUR DESTINY. 


A 


Well? 


т... FORGOT 


MY LINE, "== 


1 BUT FIRST, LET'S ALL 
TriangleandRobert| ттнпчкво, uM... OVE E BiG HAND RC 


OKAY, NOW тны YES! OUR SPECIAL GUEST, 

TIME HAS COME FOR. NOW YOUR PURPOSE ED... HUH? THIS ISN'T 

YOU TO ENOW YOUR SHALL BE REVEALED! MY SCRIPT. WHAT 
DESTINY. IS THIS? 


Хои sure? A | Pathetic. 


Triangle and Robert | YES. rr nas. so COME UM... HAVE YOU == 


NOW THE TIME нав |.ONONEH TOUR GOTTEN TO THE BIT 
REALLY COME FOR NEW AND USED..| WITH THE VOLCANO 
YOUR DESTINY TO THIS CAN'T BEIT. YET? 
BE REVEALED. WHAT PAGE ARE 
WE ON? 
Sure it has. 
Don't ask me. You're You're worse than the temp. 


| the one with the book | 
of eternity. / ` 


H ` ` 
Triangle and Robert| : actually did intend Why is it I can never 

М. your destiny to be introduce a majestic 
I'm sorry. This revealed this time. godlike figure without 
just isn't working. him cr her immediately 
turning into a bumbling 

Well, it can wait. You got a couple. moron? 
Youre telling me. dacent jokes out of it anyway. 


A 


You don't want me 
to answer that. 


A 


Triangle ana Robert We should do something 
Yeah... apparently the about my injury... Ow. 


Ow. cartoonist (and | use the word 
Triangle! You're. loosely) couldn't draw 
aliye the afterlife. 


N MEN Y | 


I have a tire repair kit. 


Triangle and Robert 


‹ I kept going up until I bumped Both. I checked. It also 
I'm feeling a little better into the ground М the bottom.| violates geology, astronomy, 
now... by the way, how and Keynesian economics 


did you get down from your 


jetpack? That either vom How.. по. | wal NO 
Well, I sort “р or physics. give you 
of didn't, gratification of 
^ asking. 


Triangle and Robert | We sure are. The Capitol's over | These aren't coffee crystals. 


there, Step five is to secretly 
Are we anywhere near the next г T : 
phase of your utterly pointless switch the majority leader's Dry ice is funnier. 


scheme? coffee with these. | 


AIA 


Triangleand Robert — sure. this should only take 1f strange yellow rays start 


Can you do the last two steps? a couple hours, One warning emanating from the 
1 still need to recover, and your though. apito! dome. 


plan's gotten too weird for me. 
What? Yes? 
| Hold extremely still 


Triangle and Robert 


Get away from me with thet melon! 
Huh? That's no buffalol 
‘The bagrisi Save the bagels! 
Judging by the sounds of 
arbitrary mayhem, 
step six must be 
coming along. 


That's... my... farel 


Skunkl Skunki 
Who invited the yodeler? 
We're out of fabric softenerl 


Тат $0 glad | don't 
know what step six 
actually is. 


7 


N 


Pirates! 
A ballet instructor! We're saved! 
‘No, it's a fishl 
Sign it anyweyi — 


1 hope по one tries 
„Ло explain it to me. 


i N 
Triangle and Robert | thwareLooKiTY-BoNG! 
Ard so the fish-signing plotline 
ends not with a bang but with a 
sort of "thwarplookity-boing" There it is again. What keeps 


sound. making that noise? 


Triangle and Robert 


Thanks to Triangle and Robert 
Wacky Scheme Consultants, my 
fish is now part of the body of. 
law of this great nation! 
1 


Triangle and Robert Wacky Scheme 
Consultants is an unlicensed 
partnership. Triangle and Robert. 
Wacky Scheme Consultants does not 
offer legal advice. If suffering from 
epilepsy or lack of rhythm, ask your 
doctor before consutting Triangle 
‘and Robert Wacky Scheme 

Consultants. 


Let Triangle and Robert 
work for YOU! 


CALL NOW AND GET 
A FREE MONKEY! 


Triangle and Robert 


Oh, in case you're wondering, 
the thing making the 
“thwarplookity-boing" sound 
two strips ago was just some guy 
saying "thwarplookity-boing". 
1 didn't ask why. 


Yes, 1 know it doesn't make апу 
sense. Live with it. 


... have №... 


i If this slump keeps up, A wacky scheme? 
Triangle and Robert we'll need to get real jobs. жасу seneme 
The TV ad isn't helping. 


Business is still slow. T think I just thought of Not particularly. 
а foolproof way to drum up 
No one wants some business. 


free оч N | 


Triangle and Robert 


You sure this'll get 
business? 
In а comic strip as 
cliché-ridden as 
this one, it, 
can't fail 


1guess. 


Come on, say 
it with mel 


N 


Opportunities for 
wacky schemes don't 
just suddenly fall 


from the sky! 


Triangle ana Robert And... we wait. 


AQUA 


j T guess opportunities for wacky ИП 
Triangle and Robert Schemes really DON'T just | И] 


1 don't think this suddenly fall from the sky. 


is working. N 
O Ahh, there we G 


i Insert bemused attempt 
Triangleand Robert) „к зо either, but at logical reasoning. 


Now to NN it. T want to hatch it NM 


о 


Non-sequiturt 


Triangle and Robert | no, 1 dont want a turn. I mean 
You've been sitting on it it's obviously not going to hatch. Well, okay, a short one. 


long enough... Sure you don't want a turn? | Comfy, isn't it? 


You want a turn? | | | | 


Vriangle and Robert 


in а forgotten 
high above the... 
far below the 


maybe... 


um 


templ 
no, 
. or 


it's 


N 


In a forgotten temple 


somewhere forgotten... 


Huh? No, this isn't a temple, it's 
um... a large temple-shaped 
frozen-foods warehouse. Yup, 
this is in no way a forgotten 

temple or in any way 
connected to the mystery of 
the Fourth Race, Not at all. 


Jriangle and Robert 


la a forgotten temple 


Tempie? Where? I'm 
picking up ice cream. 


`A 


Your cover's blown 
and you know it. 


Cover? What cover? 


\ 


Fine. 
In a forgotten frozen- 
foods warehouse which 
resembles an ancient 
temple only by sheer 

coincidence 


That's better. 


Triangle and Robert 


Yes. After all this searching, 1 
have found the object of my 
quest, 1 have found the, uh... 


N— 


The fudge ripple. 


`N 


What? Why are you looking 
at me like that? 


Таш] NEW 


Triangle And 


Robert 


A ЕН 


Triangle and Robert | How come уси get a ninja chop? 
Toilet flushing action? Right, that'd explain it. 


Toilet flushing 
action. 
I'm pointier. 


Triangle ana Robert That joke wasn't funny 


This temple is not for the first time. 
Mortal! the likes of you. 
1 Joke? Huh? Funny? 
Huh? Where? Temple? You mean Time? I... 1 don't 


this isn't a frozen-foods| know what you're 
|warehouse? Whoopsie! talking about 


i Lam far too close to unlocking No! 1 mean, um... 1 just 
Triangle and Robert | ! 25 ion secrets of the Fourth came in here to use the 


Leave this place. Race to turn back now. men: room! That's alll 
Never! Then you die. Really! Really! 
Fifth arch on 
the right. 
K Thanks. 
THEN 
you die. 


Triangle and Robert 


Are you done in there yet? 
I need to kill you. 


^ 


Just another couple 
minutes. How do you| 
flush this thing? 


Sacrifice a chicken to it. 


| Oh. Got one 
Ё 1 сап use? 


Just leave it. 
Righty-ho. 


Triangle and Robert | wnat? Thats your important | vou can't hear me, you're 
announcement? You ruined still in the temple. 
Hi. 1 just wanted to let you know continuity for that? А 
that Robert and I will in fact be. | Right. Sorry. 
appearing in this plotline. 


Triangle and Robert 


Now what are you 
doing in there? 


I'm trying to get 

the sink to work 

so 1 can wash my 
hands. 


Well hurry it up. 


You don't HAVE hands! 
I'm coming in there. 


Triangle and Robert 


Cornered in a lavatory in 
the largest surviving 
temple of the Fourth Race, 
I must escape the 
Pudding- Watcher, 


4 


А Drawing a very bad 
Guarding the powerful comic Strip, P must 
secrets of this temple, find 3 better way to 

I must stop the cube, for pe 
he knows not what he Y 
meddles with. PS. 


Can't argue with that. 


OO N 


Triangle ana Robert ^^ 


All I have iS a confusing 
I need a brilliant strategem deus ex machina. 


to escape from this ancient 
restroom. 


Triangle Robert 
9'eand ќо Oh no! A confusing 


Cube, you are mine. deus ex machinal 
I'm saved! 
MO N 
on 
VS 


NS —— 


Triangle and Robert 


Okay, now that I've bailed] 
you out of that, it's time 
to level with me. What's 
going on? 


Um... you're the author. 
You don't already know? 


D 

I did, then you confused 

me with that ice-cream 
thing. 


Sorry. It was a 
necessary precaution. 


Triangle and Robert М 


Sure. 
Okay, just a quick recap, then 
you draw some ancient-templey 1 
stuff and I get on with the you. but I'm not rei 
expedition. ice-cream man. 


This may come as a shock to 
ly an 


N 


I am entirely non-shocked. 


L said "may". 


H 4 
Triangle and Robert | vou mean the incredibly 


Strange Creatures Who 
Stopped Living and Became 
Mixed-Up Zombies? 

Oh, I always get those 
abbreviations mixed up. 


In reality, I'm with 
TISCWSLABMUZ. 


L mean I'm with 
RDCLBA. 7 
Which stands for? 

1 can't actually remember. 


i Recently it has been discovered 
Triangle and Robert that the Fourth Race, once 
RCDLBA is the government | thought a primitive ci i 
responsible for locating ancient | of fractal-worshippers, were 
lizations and artifacts of in fact as technologically 
mense power and covering | advanced as our society today, 
them up. possibly more so. 


That seems awfully 
implausible. 


You're the one 
who wrote it. 


Triangle and Robert 


This temple is the largest 
surviving structure from the 
Fourth Race. 


Init, it is theorized, аге My job is to make sure none 
scientific achievements which ‘of these achievements 


could rock the foundations are intact when the 


of modern thought. archaeologists get here. 
At least, that was my job. 


Triangle and Robert 


During the course of my 
covering-up duties, | gradually 
realized that there was more 


going on than RDCLBA thought. 


Т could no longer in good 
conscience destroy 
polygonhood's link to 
the ancient past. 


1 began collecting the artifacts 
I was sent to destroy, and I 
studied them. 


Shouldn't this 
strip have a 
joke in it? 


i 4. 
Triangle and Robert |  poiygons are not the first What name was thái? 


The most startling of m civilized species on this 
discoveries is that the Fourth worid, and from the name The Fourth Race. What, you 


Race were not polygons. the Fourth Race gave think archaeologists would 
themselves we can surmise that | come up with a cool-sounding 
they were not the first either. | name q that themselves? / 


І 

Oh доба, 
а joke, 
of sorts. 


Triangle and Robert X 


This plot is really dull. 
Can we go on a tangent? 


Uh oh. Robert, 
you said... 


IN 


Owl Gratuitous And we're. 
geometry pun! actually on 
a secant. 


O 


Triangle and Robert 
And so, secretly sent to 


destroy the artifacts secreted 
within this temple, 1 instead Now draw some templey stuff 


seek to secretly learn from. so 1 can get on with it. 
them their тее 


L suppose stairs 
are a start. 


Triangle and Robert| yo, ders an асау. 


What were the two circles? 


Egad! The . MM 

Pudding-Watcher Just messing with 
has returned for mel Oh. Y n 
oo 1 don't have 


ahead. \ 


Triangle and Robert 


s» Boe exema 


MOMs Boe: Qm 


DOR, atest 


s» Boe exema 
MOM. mne. 


ZOOM, ane 


The writing on this tapestry 
/ is not in the 
script 
customarily 


used by the 
Fourth Race. 


КА 
It's Wingdings. 


Wingdings? 


I didn't have any 

ancient-script 

fonts, so I used 
Wingdings. 


Triangle and Robert 


So as long as you're drawing 


You don't actually know the expedition I'm not going 
anything about archaeology, to be able to make any 
do you? important discoveries. 


No, only 
plot-advanciag 
ones. 


Nó. 


5o why don't you do some 
other plotline for a bit and 
let me do the archaeology. 


Sounds good to me. 


B 
Hi! It’s Prozac the Bear! |ui. т\т trying to think of 
some short plotline I can 

put you in without 
Hil Im Prozac the Bear! | interfering with the main| Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! Let's 


Triangle and Robert stery.| go опа fun-filled magical 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! | remp through the author's 
grgsely twisted psyche! 


Yes, hi. Have any 
suggestions? 


Hil It's Prozac the Bear! 
Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! This 
part of the author's psyche 
\ is called his “short- 
term memory". 


MEMO TO SELF 


Finish third 
panel. 


Everyone say it with me: 
“short-term memory”. 


МЕМО TO 


SELF 


Hil It's Prozac the Bear! | il Tm Prozac the Bear! Hil Tm Prozac the Bear! 


I'm Prozac the Bear, and I'm | av un 4 
still in the author's psyche Hi! m the artist s Okay, as long as 
7 i ‘ational fear о ^ i 
Oh goody, someone's coming! irr: potatoes! you're sure you're 


not a potato. 


cal ta 


Prozac the Bear 


and Tm Prozac the Bear! 


the artist's irrational 
fear of potatoes 
in 


STRIP #250 


Fin 


Hil It's Prozac the Bear! 
Okay, this is just You too. 
embarassing and 
not at all funny. 
Get out of а 
И No 


psyche. | . 


N 


But I want fries. 


No you don't. Eat fries 
and the tiny larvae hidden 
away deep inside them will 
devour you from the 
inside out. | 


Triangle ana Robert rela you what? 


No. I was not 
Why didn't you tell me? N 
This tablet... you can't deny The tablet says... 


m. you must have Remember, I ап / 
been one of... not of your world. 


Triangle and Robert 


No. | mean what are yor 


No. What else? 


Then what are you? 
A computér Um... а tuberphóbe? 


science student. An ex-accordionist? 
An inept Part Irish? What 
cartoonist. are you getting at? 


Triangle and Robert | vu, yeah. where was this Right. Meanwhile, in 
plot supposed to be Austria Hey! You just 
headed? made that up! 


And now you cut back to us? 


You confused 
yourself, didn't Austrig. Made you look! 


1 won't refer to any little boys 
falling down a well if you won't. 


Deal. 


Triangle ana Robert I think it's trying to 


Hey! The mysterious ellipse from say something 
several weeks ago! It's moving! ue 


IONS 


Triangle and Rober 


Meanwhile, in 
darkest Scotland... 


Not a chance. 


Q 
5 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


+ You have Cube and Orpuddex 


and the oval and the temple 
and whatever that tablet 
says and Prozac and 
potatoes... Call me when the 
plot thins a little. 
© 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


N 


But that could 
take months. 


Find a way to hurry 
it up then. 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


i L thought you were saving the 
Triangle and Robert | ! thought you were saving 
I am no more of your world) revelation for after the Oval 
than Orpuddex is. I ama ‘opened. 
human as the Fourth Кас 
were, yes, 


but I am not 
one of them. 


I thought Í was tco, but 
I couldn't keep track of 
the whole plot so I'm 
playing some of my cards 
early. 

Frank Herbert you're not, 


т'11 také 
that as à 


compliment. 


Triangle and Robert | з... its opening! Come ont Draw the 
The oval's opening! thing opening already! 


It is? I don't think 
it's opening. 


JOO) ROO POO 


The oval! It's opening! 


Triangle and Robert | are.. unverstanoinc ME? | FROM BEFORE. ONLY IN 


TRI... ANGLE... CHANGES OF LANGUAGE BEGINNING STAGES THOUGH... 
1 
| What? Helo? You © SINCE LEFT... 1 smell hard-to-follow 
can talk? 1 can understand you, exposition. 


yas. What are you? 


Triangle and Robert SI had this whole story | усун. Business as usual. 


arc thing planned out, but 
I don't think I can do it 


\ . = 
I don't think I can and still be funny 


pull this off. 
How do you live 


So we're going to abandon with yoursel? 


WHO SPEAKS another potentially-gripping 
OF WHAT? plotline to its fate? 


VAN 


Triangle and Robert 


Yup. Can I borrow 
your teleporter? 


So you're backing aut 


of the whole Oval plotline? 


om | 
Q 
б О mU 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP ‘SHEEP 


And so another third panel 
dies, jokeless, alone, and 
unloved. 


i that means Triangle and Robert| ò А 
Triangle and Robert ате e рай of йогар но үўр. You'll have to go 


"By the way, did you know |nimeompoops who can't possibly] TaK it from them. Use 


that cursed relic thing be trusted with the Oval! this teleporter. 
was never destroyed? 1 
What? Then that means... i 


ie] 


Triangle ana Robert | 1 must stop him! For the 
Sake of the universe, 
which I sort of want 
destroyed anyway but 

would much rather destroy 

WHAT? for myself, he must be 


SN 
BN Stopped! SO 


‘Hey Orpuddex, Cube's 
headed towards the Oval. 


Then you should stop 
soliloquizing and start 
chasing him. 


Good point. 


Triangle and Robert | Yes, this is the Pentagon. | That backstabber! Tell me 


RDCLBA Industries, What is it? where he is! Now! 
how may 1 direct your call? 


, That's exactly 
UI know what this It's about one the reason I 


place really is of your agents. DE 
and I need to gube. = 
talk to the = 


Pentagon. 


Triangle and Robert 


Trianglel For the sake of the 
world, hand over the Oval! 


N 


1 don't have hands. 


Okay, then, um... 
vertex it over! 


Sure. Here you go. What 
is this thing anyway? 
No time to expla 
I think the agency's 
after me. 


1 I have no time to listen 
Triangle and Robert] That cube has been a thorn | 1 Pave no time to fs 


Chosen One! For the sake in my side for too long. This acl 
of the multiverse, hand over time he dies. The cube dies! 
the Oval! N, 


Yeah, right, sure. 
Uh... Cube has it. 9 Okay. Go on then. 


Triangle and Robert | cube ras it, and he's already on Wouldn't dare to do 
ii his way to, uh, do whatever it is what, exactly? 
Citizen! For the sake ofthe you don't, uh, want done with it. 
d ` n If you don't know 
You're too lato. He... wouldn't... I'm not going to 
DARE! tell yau. 


/NC 


Triangle and Robert 
Orpuddex on the left... the 

RDCLBA on the right... no other 
directions to move in because 


Т can't fly or dig and there's 
no working third dimension... 
~~r 


Huh? Where'd Cube, Orpuddex, 
and those government agents 
go? 


This thing better work. 


Austria, if 
I set Lhe 


teleporter 
0 A i right. N 


` a 
Triangle and Robert | seii as 1 said, 1 needed | T bot all the problematic 


N to back out of the Oval |Plot elements in one plac 
Here's your plotline because I had an| 21 got Cube to use the 
teleporter back. elaborate story arc teleporter. The whole 

planned and forgot to put} Story arc's cooling its 
Thanks. What did you [С any jokes in it. heels in Austria now. 
й ? 
need it for anyway? And the teleporter? quote 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
INSERT ‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
TELEPATHIE ‘SHEEP 


‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Uh, did you say Austria? 


о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


The teleporter doesn't 
О gota Austria. 
© 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


I thought it had enough 
power to go anywhere in 
the world. 
The problem's not the power supply. 
15 the language barrier. 


io) 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle andRobert the plant two days ago. 


Tm reporting live from Since then, no one has 
outside the Tater Fizz entered or left the bottling 
bottling plant. Witnesses A я ars tha 
plant. It appears that 


claim to have seen a the local supply of 


giant screaming pill entering} the popular potato-flavored 


soft drink has been cut off. 


Triangle! We've got, 
a situation! — 


Triangle ana Robert All the children, being deprived 
, being deprive 
Tater Fiz is the most vile But what about the children? | of their murky white carbonated 
beverage ever conceived. 


BN potato... juice... cocktail... You're 
As far as I'm concerned right. No one in their right mind 
Prozac's doing the city Huh? drinks Tater Fizz. 
a T | | 


Triangle ana Robert 


If they're not in Austria 
then where are they? 


Shh. m listening to this, 
с 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


It's day four of the Tater Fizz 
crisis and there has as yet been 
no communication of any kind 
from inside the plant. Police 
believe there may be a hostage 
situation in progress but don't 
feel like doing anything about it. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


In other news, the government is 
denying both the disappearance 
of the RDCLBA and the fact that 

said agency ever existed to 
begin with. And now, weather. 


What was your 


question again? 
о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


H An extremely large crate of 
Triangle and Robert | so some unfathomable reason, | “шелер тышкы 


T represent a group of several my clients setually want the 
very stupid rich people with Tater Fizz supply restored, and T'll have to talk it over 
no sense of taste. уоште the polygons for the jab. with my partner, but it 
Howdy What are they, sounds like you've got 
X offering? yourselves a deal 
N 


Huh? Did my radia just turn 
into some Kind of spider? 


О 


That's an explosion. () 


o 
o 


Triangle апа Robert Hey! Turn off the radio 


E for a second! I need to 
A new development іп ће Tater | prow where the teleporter 


Fizz situation: local wacky scheme sent everyone! 
consultants Triangle and Robert 
have just been seen entering the Shh! Listening! News! 
bottling plant carrying an oversized О 


[e] 


copy of the Emancipation 
Proclamation. 


INSERT 


INSERT ‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 


Triangle ana Robert BN You sure? I really 


Having been repulsed by the You mean... want to go to.. 
language barrier, they would 

naturally emerge fram Well, that's not 
teleportation at the least 


where they are. 
on y VA 


$ Pity: 


Austrian point on the planet, 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


INSERT 


INSERT ‘SUPERAINTELLIGENT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 


TELEPATHIE ерат 


SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Okay, then where is the 
least Austrian point on 
the planet? 
Will you replace my radio 
jf 1 tell you? 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


N 


Of ccurse. 


Okay. You'll find them at the 
core of the planet. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


V 


hich core? Your planet 
is shaped funny, you know. 


The 4D hypertaco was your 
idea, not ours, Anyway, they're 


in the molten pudding core, 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Do you mean to tell me 
half my cast has been 
immersed in molten pudding 
for à week? 


At this point, "dissolved" 
would t be more accurate. 


© 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


SO... they're dead? 


Except for Orpudlden, yes. 


о 
б 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Well. That makes things 
easier. It's a lot less 
work to bring characters 
back Crom the dead than 
to find them when 
they're lost. 


Now give me my radio back. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | їл and Robert are now 


Oh no! The Emancipation coming out of the bottling plant... 
Proclamation is on fire! theyre running. They scem to 

Let's get out | 2 carrying something. is оп fre. 

‘of herel | {think ifs the oversized copy of the 


Emancipation Proclamation! It 
appears that the wacky scheme 
consultants have met their match. 


Not necessarily. You can tell 
your listeners that we'll be 
going back in there, and this 
time we'll bring enough 
cotton swabs. 


NO 


i Yes, but we shouldn't have needed]... 
Triangle ana Robert the cotton swabs in the frst prac. TN time, we use the Magna Carta, 


Okay, strategy time. What What started the flooding? d 
exactly went wrong? And we fireproof it. 
Th . The Emancipation 
еге weren T Proclamation was Bi 
enough cotton eoo big? ingo. 
swabs.N 9 N 


Exactly. 
/N 


Triangle and Robert | ‘а that they are preparing | WHY? WHY does a bottling plant 
. fora seventh attempt. This timc, for a soda no one sane drinks 
ЛУ day eight of the Tater Fizz crisis. | rather than carrying an oversized па зода по опе вате апт 
So far, Triangle and Robert have made| copy ofa historical document, they | рай make Area 51 look like а 
six attempts to penetrate the bottling | he using live squid. Hopefully this miniatura golf course? 
plants forrress-tike defenses, Each | change of plan will lead to success. 
агтстрг has ended with a lot of Maybe they like 
screaming and something being miniature golf. 


sep on fire. N 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Hil fm Prozac the Bear! Leave] AAAAH! ААААН! MAKE 
1 don't know what plasma cannons |now, before the potatoes wake! IT STOP! MAKE IT STOP 
were doing in a bottling plant but |ы! You just might get out alivel| MAKE IT STOP MAKE 


we took them out. Now to find 


‘out what's going on. What's shat S IT STOP! I'm Prozac the 
thing on 1 
| 2 Bear! N 
cRight.. 


Triangle and Robert | The yams are in it too, you | Fetch me a packet of crisps. 


What's gotten into that pill? hear me? Yes! І said the yams!) I'm gonna try an exorcism. 
I.. I think it's the author's| It's a Conspiracy reaching up 

irrational fear of to the highest levels of... uh No! The shock 

potatoes. N, thingy! Im Prozac Y would kill himt 


the Веа — [ipi 


Triangle ana Robert OH! Of course! Exorcise 
It's our only chance! The lasers | Then what? irrational fear of potatoes 
н d н (ан 
will be back online any minute now! You still have a couple with a pair of squid! 


Exorcise him sure, squid left? See what I'm 
getting at? \ 


but we're not using 
pofato products у No! Not in the 
to do it! slightest! 
Just hand me the / 
cephalopods and hide 
behind something. 


Triangle and Robert | By these squid T command youl Hooray! How about a 


л | ° 
Squids Inki We're ina comic |UEd¥e This Body! LEAVE this body great big hug? 
strip! Think about it! The exorcism's not 
! ! 
How about | not Ow! STOP IT! over just yet. 
think about it and " 
you just go ahead Im Prozac 
and do it? the Веаг! oo 
7 N DD your waren 
pens 
обемен) 


frone stent 


oo 


Triangle and Robert | You're BLIND! You don't | They won't spare you if 
You don't get it! I'm not the SEE what | can see! The | you stop me! Don't expect 
bad guy! {i's the potatoes! | Potatoes! They're... theyre] potatoes to be merciful! 
(т ifie only one who Knows!) what you should be after, | Theyre not LIKE the 
Im trying to stop them! not mel carrots! They'll get you! 


ò ШШ 080 m8 


Triangle and Robert | merca et свай in поо | Triangle! T drove the irrational 
Hey Robart, | found the R was to protect us trom the |а" of potatoes from Prozac the 
bottling plant workers! potatoes. What's going on? What | Bear's body! Help me finish the 
happened with the potatoes? exorcism before the thing finds 

anew host! 


Nothing happened with the 
‘You guys hold tight and try 


What happened | potatoes. The only dangerous 
here? thing here is that Prozac. До pretend this 
^ makes sense. 


Triangle and Robert 
LISTEN! (m not the villain 
here! Potatoes infect your 

mind with their radiation! 


MB, 


They're пої even really 
vegetables! Theyre 
biological incubators for 


a hostile alien race! It's all 


in the thesaurus, l'm not 
p it up! 


^аво ^ 


The thesaurus? 
Don't look at 
me like that! 

1 didn’t put 
it there! 


jam 


Triangle ana Robert| and rule ihe galaxy as "No? Not "I never join 


{ sense the fear in you, | psychological phenomenon you"? Tust "no"? 
equilateral опе. It is strong.) апд polygon! Toin me! As great a threat as 
Together we can crush the youre, unnecessary 


potatoes and rule the No. pop-cultural references 
galaxy as, uh are а greater one still. 


Atas Angs ^ üt 


Triangle and Robert | By these squid we command you! 
Return to the brain chemical 


imbalance from whence you were | “Why "whence"? NO 
spawned! one says "whence", 


ne} ao A 


Begone! Begone! 


Triangle and Robert No! Triangle! | Triangle doesn’t live here 


Itis aver. You are anymore, Um calling the 
banished from this world. shots now. 


| Am ve 
052 


Triangle and Robert |o. 10. YOU WERE DRIVEN IN THE MEANTIME I 


M YOUR MORTAL WILL TELL YOU 
BODY BY THE SOMETHING OF YOUR 
I'm... here again? | died? FEAR-DEMON. WHEN IT DESTINY. 


15 DEFEATED YOU WILL} 
RETURN. 


A Oh great, this again. 


Triangle and Robert EVEN NOW, HE YOU ARE WISE IN THE 
DO NOT WORRY. THE BOSSES ERD BODY WAYS OF THIS 
OSSESSED BODY 
RHOMBUS WILL ACROSS THE WORLD UNIVERSE. 
SUCCEED IN HIS TASK. - 


And I'm guessing the reason 


you're narrating this to me 
is that the cartoonist 
can't draw it? 


ZN A 


Triangle and Robert | IN THE REALMS ABOVE, LOOK, IF YOU KEEP 


THE SAME MISTAKE: INSULTING MEI 
AND NOW FORTHE | IS NOT MADE THRICE. | WON'T BE ABLE TO 
MATTER OF YOUR 
GET AROUND TO 
DESTINY, т believe that when | TELLING YOU. 
Ah yas. What sort of zany hear my destiny. 


celestial incompetence will 


keap me from finding out | 
this time? ^ 


RPUDDEX IS OLD, 


Triangle Robert| THEN THINGS VARY A| O 
gle and BIT DEPENDING UPON VERY OLD. HE 
THIS UNIVERSE DID WHOM YOU ASK. THE |REMEMBERS NOT ONLY 
INDEED BEGIN AS TRUE STORY Lins | WHAT WAS, BUT ALSO 
PUDDING, ANDTHE |sowgwHERE BETWEEN.| WHAT HE WISHED BUT 
PUDDING-WATCHER WAS NOT. THOUGH HE 
WAS INDEED CREATED 15 ТО BE FEARED, HE IS 
ALSO DESERVING OF 
YOUR PITY. 


A A Л, 


Triangle ana Robert BY ONE WAY OF TIME CAN BE VIEWED 
VIEWING TIME, YOU | SUCH THAT YOU ARE 

DO YOU UNDERSTAND | WERE CREATED AT THE ETERNAL, NEVER IN 

‘YOUR OWN CREATION?| SAMETIME AS THIS | NEED OF HAVING BEEN 


. UNIVERSE. BY CREATED. AND IN YET 
h... 1 don't know. ANOTHER, YOU ANOTHER VIEW YOU 


‘on I don't. PREDATE IT. HAVE YET TO BE BORN. 
Huh? 


You're just trying to 
A vase me now, 


Triangleana Robert| you THINK IT UNLESS I CAN 
MEANINGLESS? | COME UP WITH A 


Look, enough of the meaningless THEN YOU ARE BETTER ONE, 
quasi-philosophical babble. Tell YES, 
me my destiny already, before. | NOT YET READY, 
Robert catches up with my body. So that's your excuse 1 knew itl You're. 
this time? not even trying! 


| 
A | A [| A 


Triangle and Robert 
Scary, Robert catches up 
with his quarry. 


—Is this going to be 
a pun about a rock pile? 


N- 
М, I mean "quarry" in the 
sense of the object of 
your pursuit. 


You better. 


And now it's the third 
panel and we have nothing 
to show for it. 


Hooray for 


VAS 


Triangle and Robert 
And now... ГТ ENDS! Whoal Н vul 


/ And then there's a nifty I'm not so sure 
special-effects-laden "deja vu" is the. 
exorcism scene I can't right term for it. 


draw, and then... 


m 
Triangle and Robert Oh good. І was trying to figure | Welt, don't look at me. 


r р I'm making it up as 
This seems like a good morhent | іт out and I wasn't getting Io slong 
to pause the action and recap anywhere. : 


exactly what's going on. | was hoping you 
would recap it 
for me.... 
A 


So no chance of a recap. 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Bear T. Prozac — The flluminatus! Trilogy, by Robert Shea and Robert Anton Wilson 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 
152 x 52 pixels AILT Really Need to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, by Robert Fulghum 
Font: Favorite Movie: 
Kidprint l&-point Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas 
Occupation: Personal Quote: 
Antidepressant "Im Prozac the Bear!” 


If I could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 
Tm Prozac the Bear! 


Triangleand Robert Character Profile 


мапе: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Hyperspace, by Edward Packard 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction) : 
101 x 72 pixels The Feingold Lookbook for Hyperactive Children, by Ben F. Feingold 
Font: Favorite Movie: 
Mead Bold 18-point Jabberwocky 
Occupation: Personal Quote: 
Irrational fear of potatoes e em wi Дерт vou te амар рер. 
If І could offer you only опе tip for the future it would be: 


Wear potato repellent. 


Triangle and Robert | which ways home? 
We never did buy 


Now what? " . that wallpaper. 
T guess we go home ink we're home now, Hilarious shopping 
and wait for | adventure, 
another plotline here we соте! 


to start. N 
N 


i There are a few home furnishings The closest one is called 
Triangle and Robert stores in the area. Let's try the Dolphin and Asparagus 
You really think buying closest one first. Interior Decorations Adventure 

wallpaper is going to be No, try the one with Triple Plus Alpha". 

а hilarious adventure? d 


the silliest name 
It's all in the first. 
way you look 
at it. N, | | A 


Wow. 


Triangle and Robert | There's nothing funny about Tn that case can we take а 


It's a little too far to walk. today's public transit systems. cab driven by monkeys? 
° > ма They! ient, reli 
Looks like we'll be enjoying eyra сат. епот. reliable, I can't draw 
an exciting public transit monkeys. 
adventure! Oh. You can't 


draw cabs. 


Triangle and Robert | vou said today's public transit Tt looks like we enjoyed an 
Whew. We made it. systems were clean, efficient, | exciting public transit adventure 
1 thought we'd be on reliable, and inexpensive! NN alll 


that bus forever. 
Well, how was | 
supposed to know This "PN 
monkeys drove “р be open. 


Triangle and Robert 


We are Dolphin and Asparagus 
Interior Decorations Adventure 
Triple Plus Alpha. How shall. 

we help you? 


Creepy. You desire to purchase wallpaper. 
Follow and it shall be made 
available to you. 


AQ) 


Strange. 


Triangle and Robert 
Should we follow the mysterious 
wallpaper-selling entities? Come! Factory-direct discounts 


of great value await beyond! 
We need 


wallpaper 


N 


We can try another store. 


Yes, let's. 


Triangle and Robert | vou're just upset about that 1 have a RIGHT to be upset! 
Uh... lets walk to the little flinging incident with 
next store. | don't want to the driver. 


ride the monkey bus again. N 


Okay. We'll walk 


Triangle and Robert | "rhe Sane Home Store. Selling | Ominous. Or reassuring. 


| perfectly normal interior goods I'm not sure which. 
This looks like the place: from this dimension with no 
bizarre curses attached to them They better take 
for over 50 days.“ sparkly objects 
in trade. 


УКУ С 


Triangle апа Robert | Right this way. You know, we| | Here we go. How does 
haven't had many customers | — chis wallpaper look? 


a V your Н 1 
How may I help you? here since the incident. 


Uh... yes, we're Oh. That's nice. What wallpaper? 


looking for wallpaper. 
~ 
— 
= 


Triangle Robert ‘ou want VIS Around the time the comic 
gleand Oh.. you want VISIBLE cio started. Wallpaper, chairs, 
1 don't see any wallpaper. wallpaper! I think they | lighting, nearly everything that 

stopped making that. | Could be used to establish a 


р | scene vanished. 


Stopped making it? 
When? 


/N 


Victims of inability 
to draw. How sad. 


Triangle апа Robert | те looks like that wraps up Yes, it certainly does. 
So even if we buy wallpaper, the this hilarious outing! 


cartoonist won't actually draw й. How are we getting home? 


| We'll take a scene | 
transition. 


Triangle and Robert | Hey! You want to see how a comic 
wallpaper... cartoonist... show strip's supposed to be done? | 
him... make my own strip... don't have hands and I can 
Woy to seeth write a better strip than this! 
ау to seethe. 


| Sure, let's зев 
your strip. 


Coming soon! 


Dot and Other Dot 


by Triangle 


Dot and Other Dot 


What's this? We're 
in a comic strip! 


‘Wow! Our very ow 
comic strip! 


T 
My name's Triangle. 
I'm your author. What 
do you want to do? 


Twant to blow 
things up. 


1 want пооке! 
Lots of them. 


I'm waiting, and | 
don't see any whores! 


Those aren't your lines. 


Our lines blow 
Escher space! 
Make with the 
firearms! 


Tm still 
for ti 


Dot and Other Dot 


I— This is my strip. 
There will be no 
guns or hookers. 


Then there will 
be no Dot. 
Or Other Dot. 


Come, Other Dot. 
We leave. 


THE END 


Triangle and Robert| vou sabotaged me. Look, I'm doing another strip, 


and | want yau to stay out of 


Ih... that wasn't what I Prove it. the way this time. 


meant to draw at all. 


Harder than it Fine. Go ahead. 


locks, isn't it. 


Dot & Other Dot «zo 


Pondering of existence 
of other intelligences, 


Surprise and fear, > 


Clarification of term "other. 


answer important 


Сопу or misapprehension, > 


Pondering of existence 
of other intelligences. 


Hope of contact 
from another. 


Desire for diversion 
from quest for truth. 


Offer to share 
amusement. 


Сссөрипсе of afer 


EX 


1 
Dot & Other Dot «zo Affirmation of existence. "Angoc 


Exhibition of power. 
Ignoring of new 
enitity's anger. 
Pondering as 5 


motives of new 
entity. 


— Introduction of self as creator. 
Explanation of universe. 


"Argument that power 
implies nothing. 


Question as to true 
identity of new entity, 


Doubt as to existence of = 
newly introduced entity. — 


them 


Triangle and Robert | my characters aren't even Reluctant 10 fore 
mutinying, they're just denying into an existe 


They're refusing to acknowledge | wo validity of the camic-strip paralleling your own, you 
me as their cartoonist and are weldviow! You did allow them an escape in 
only half-convinced | even exist! something! the form of philosophy. 


Stop messing with my characters! 
They're yoe | But then... where's 
characters. MY escape? 


You're using 
it right now. 


I did nothing. 


H А 
Triangle and Robert |... makes you по happier, 
but at least allows you 
My existence is bounded] to choose a different way 
by uncertainty. I have no 


of being unhappy. 
clear idea why my universe 


bothers to exist or what So your constant 
function it serves. appearances have 

I see... so knowing nothing to do with 

were in a comic strip а power trip at all 


I didn' 


/ 


say that. 


Hey! Put me down! 


Dot & Other Dot «zo 


Desire to construct. 
working mental model 
of universe. 


Decision to write 
a comic strip. 


Affirmation of 


= 
(C. Desire for entertainment > 


Triangle ana Robert ‘They're... they're deciding "Cartoonist Gut". 


What? Now my comic strip ona title. They're calling 
characters are writing a it... oh no. This isn't good. 
comic strip of their own! 


Cartconist Gut? 


Oh... Other Dot v2.0 made 
a typo. "Cartoonist Guy". 


What? 
Recursion 


is fun. 


Dot & Other Dot vzo 


Readiness to unveil creation 


‘Anticipation. 


Coming soon! 


Worry as to acceptance 
ог rejection of artistic output, 


Anticipation. 


Cartoonist Guy 
by Dot and Other Dot 


Cartoonist Guy 


| must begin by The Beforings. 


ызалы peel amus 
am Cartoonist Guy. A ti а m 
BA purpose: to shed have a birthplace. d oe 


the light of Iwill begin... before. 
c1 NN imagination on 
the unknowable. 


Д 


Dot & Other Dot «го 


SS 


Question as to 


direction of Cartoonist Guy. 


‘Sudden insight into 


nature of free will Resolve. 


Cartoonist Guy 


8y observing all 


universes within my 
V Not just one universe. < comprehension, | 
That would prove nothing. can determine the Coming Soon! 
(, The Beforings will create 2 b nature of my 

Д " many universes, perhaps own existence. 


an infinity of them. The Beforings 


The Beforings 


.. only one concept... 


only one potentiality.. 


.. time... space... meaning... 
none of the above... 


before... 


Cartoonist Guy 


V < It begins well. 


|. 


One of these. 

universes must 

hold the truth 
init... 


Dot & Other Dot vzo 
CEontusion > 


T = F 


Triangle and Robert | we? Me... you... ту... 


Cartoonist Guy... their 
strip... was that 
you? 
No. No more 


so than you 
are. 


Problem? 


Being a fictional character 
is hard to get used to. 


Yeah, 


Z 


it is 


i 4 
Triangle and Robert | ignoring for the moment the fact | Well, 1 guess it would 
So I create Dot and Other Dot, that this is a gross violation of | be, if any of this were 
then they create Cartoonist Guy, causality, it's very confusing. actually happening. 


who creates the Beforings, 
who created this whole universe 


1o begin with. 
7 


Triangle ana Robert Okay, Т guess I'll be 


So how'd the comic strip walking the dog then 
experiment go? if you need me. We have a dog? 


Don't talk to me. 
| 1 won't 


Triangle and Robert| thats nota dog! It's an inverted capital G. 


Uh, Robert? Robert! Oh yeah? If it's not Really? 
а dog, what is it? 


Woof! 


Triangle and Robert | they iet you back into the library? | Oh no, Do I want to hear this? 


Where did that thing 
come from anyway? 
Tt followed me home 
from the library, 


"Let"? 


Bow wow! 


D 


Only you can answer 
that question, 


Triangle апа Robert| Hey! T didn't start the fire! | Oh... my... did I just say that? 
They didn't "let" me into the. It happens. You'll have. 
library, they were just too busy Oh, it was always forgotten all about it 


with the fire fo stop me. burning since the by next strip. 
world's been turning?, 
"The fire". | 


Triangle ana Robert Maybe.. when the oversized | Maybe... maybe its some sort 
replica Emancipation Proclamation | ог global conspiracy to rewrite 

‚нле fire start epi Марча burst into flame... it wasn't history... some conspiracy so 
documents. the bottling plant defenses. vast and far-reaching | couldn't 


N care less about it. 
Historical Then... what? 
documents? Oh, one of 
| ^ those\, 


Triangle and Robert | І тео, it says "bark" and 


So, what are we going to do "мао?" and everything! Exactly! It SAYS the word "woof 
about that inverted capital G? very clearly! That's not barking! 
Are you positive. Yip yip yip. Uh-huh 


it's not a dog? 
N 


N 


Triangle апа Robert| — r'douess we'd feed it While consistent with the general 


Please, can't we keep it? Alpha-Bits, or would that logic underlying comic strips such 
t be cannibalism? as this one, feeding it cereal 
Yes. We can keep will probably make it throw up. 


it. But what does 


it eat? How do we Arf, arf! 
take care of it? ? 


7 


Then we're agreed, We 
feed it Alpha-Bits. 


The Beforings 


Meanwhile, beyond time 
and space, well not 
"meanwhile" I guess 

since it's beyond time, 
but I had to say 

something to establish 
the scene... 


Phase One has 
been achieved. 


Lure 


Yes. We have. 
puddogenesis 


ГА 


Good. 


x 


Triangle ana Robert ; No, but you're 


Or eyes? Eyes would be nice. getting warmer.... 
Well, it's been a year. col See you on Sunday. 
? > 
Happy birthday. ‘olor? Is it color? Sunday, Бш е Maybe we'll 


Do we get a present? not T 9o shopping 
j 
Such as limbs? N ^ A 


Triangle and Robert | Robert, what aid That wasn't the circle I was 


You want to play fetch? you just throw? thawing for tonight's supper, 
Yeah? Yeah? Go get it! Just some generic was it? 
circle I found I'd bet money on it. 
lying around. 


(O rut ' ` A 


Triangle and Robert | cor we take the dog? Only one restaurant in the 


With supper ruined, we I'm not leaving it neighborhood allows pets. 
have but one choice. here alone, who You don't need me to 
m tell you which. 
Yay! Restaurant time! knows what it'll | 
do. And it's not Well, we knew we'd 
а dog. have to go back 


there eventually. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Hey, they fixed the sign. And look inside! None of 


the food is moving! 


THE LOCUST GARDEN And it doesn't smell like 
AUTHENTIC CHINESE CUISINE rail polish and gophers 


HELP 
WANTED) MENU 
O 


This does not bode well. 


Triangle and Robert | Why? Your inedible chunks were People eating... enjoying 

The place actually looks making money hand over fist, and | themselves... talking about things 
е place actually the health inspectors were afraid | other than who's having a worse 
nice for a change. 


КДА 1o set foot in here. time... its an actual restaurant 
рр Look around you, | Someone could take a date to. 
Ob! Triangle! Не! Triangle. What do | Ime inthe otber 
‘Yes, we've undergone you see? direction. The big gold 
a complete refactoring. statue. 


Triangle and Robert | she was one of the last of the То appease ber spirit, Iremade 


Oh yeah. Nice statue. nomadic warrior-chefs. Her spatula this restaurant in the image of 
was feared as far away as Denmark, the great dojo-cafes, using 
That statue holds My MSG-laden departare from ту family's ancestral recipes. 
the spirit of the way of the warrior-chef Pudding is 
wy grandmother. awakened ber forte ber rightfal involved 
slumber. somehow, 


| of course. 
РУ PPS HOR 


E 


Well? What do you think of 
Greyscale Sundays? You realizo actual color 

would have taken no more 

effort than greyscale, right? 


Triangle and Robert 


Well its Sunday. 
Where's the big га say its better than a kick 
surprise? in the head, but have no 


Look around! We 
нк аата means of comparison 


ma poderi) 
Grey's a color ‘sprinkles? | 


a $4 4 


Con I have mine with 


Triangle and Robert | Hmm... Peaceful Chicken Isee you bave brought a pet. 
So, equilateral one, do you Eighteen looks safe. Jis a cate little... sometbing, 
come for training or for a meal? 


Excellent. It will isi nof? 
Just a meal. Preferably be ready very soon. | Pant. 
‘one that won't trigger 
a plotline. 


| 4 Pant. 
E AJ Ao 


Triangle and Robert 


Wow! This stuffs really 
really good! 
Yeah! It tastes 
like food! 


Ah, I was waiting for the We should hide 
weirdness to start, and here it under something. 
is, My fortune cookie just says 

vanvil". Immediately. 


So does mine. 


Aap D Age QUA. 


Amar) су! mean "woof". 


Triangle and Robert 


See? | told you it ccc 
wasn't a dog! 


Okay. It's not 
a dog. I believe 
you. 


Dogs don't deflect 
falling anvils with 
anti-magnetic 
energy beams. 


Yes. You've made. 
your point. 


Dogs don't use 
punctuation when 
they talk. 
Okay! I'm convinced! 
It's anon-dog! Shut 
up about it already! 


Triangle and Robert 
Hey! There's a spelling bee 
in townl Let's drop the dog 
I mean, let's drop the. 
indeterminate pet off at, 
home and check it out! 


I'm nat into spelling bees. 


Соте on, there'll 

be acrobats and 

cotton candy and 
everything! 


AO 


Oh. One of those spelling bees. 


There's another kind? 


Triangle and Robert | You think itil be okay on its own? | Мо, let's go. 


. Well, we won't be gone Ока, 
Now you stay here. We're 
long. Still, you want to IK Whew, we got through 
going to the spelling bee, but то Fora Sitter? A Whew. we got throu 


je be back soon. 


Bark, bark, 
bark. 


asking what could 
possibly go wrong 


Үш! 


“How would I express the 


Triangle and Robert | zz; аи, 


0 


sound effect of a rimshot? 


This is an awfully long T get tat 
ticket line. the tt 
Shh, you'll е [] Try "ba-dum-bum-moron". 
offend him 
N [] [] 


Triangle and Robert 
Oh, look. Our alleged 
"artist" found ће 
gradient button. 


`A 


Triangle ana Robert you're starting with the | Witty retorts belong 


So, where to first? 
1 don't know much 
about spelling bees. 
Let's start with 
the sideshows. 
N 


high-wire act and liking |іп Panel three. Try again. 


it. I can't draw sideshow 
freaks. Sorry. Uh... 


га have thought you'd No mirrors around? 


have more trouble ОЁ I liked the 
|drawing sideshow freaks, first retort 
A | better N 


Triangle and Robert |! сап" see anything at all. 


These are horrible seats. 


Ican't see the stage. 


I can't see 
the seats. 


Know what? I don't 
Think we're inside yet. 


A 


That explains it. Where's 


the entrance? РА 


In the next stríp. 


KO 


Triangle and Robert 


We got here late. 
The tightrope walkers 
have already started. 


Sh. 


Experimentation. 
E. X, P, E, R, 1, M, E... 


Spelling bees are fun how? 


Look.They're not 
using a net. 


Triangle and Robert | Gregsrious. 
There's only two left. SREB. 
This is доод, М 
This is startlingly 
dull. 
Shi— 
Boo! 
Boo! Boo! 
Book 


A.R, I, O, U, S. 
Gregarious. 


| хь» M 


Calm down, folks. Our capital 
G ran away a couple weeks 
ago. We have to use the 
lowercase one until we 
get a new one. 


Triangle and Robert | iusto. They can take better care 


v cani of letters than we can, Robert. 
Their capital G ran away. Its what spelling bees do. 


You don't think it could be... T guess we'll have to I know, but I'm 


| give it back fo them. 


going to miss it. 
| | Me too. | | | 


Triangle and Robert 


Eee... ее ee... 
You two! Back in 
Hd your cages and 
shut up! I'll feed 
р) you tomorrow, if 

І feel like it! 


VEN 


Excuse me, I think I've 
found your runaway 
capital G. U! didn't say you 
. Could lie down! 
Hold on just | Keep running! 
а second. 
Uuuvuvuh. 


LN | pO 


I had no idea spel 
letters were mistre 


like this. Б. 


They ain't mistreated, 
it's better than they'd 
get in the wild! 

"Ain't"? Sir, with 

grammar like "ZA 
that, you have, 
no business running 

a spelling bee. 


Triangle and Robert | Thisis Triangle. I did yourjob | The spelling bee won't be 


ies? I'd Ih for you at the Tater Fizz plant, in town next month. 
Hello, police? I'd like to report remember? You owe me. 


twenty-five counts of cruelty to ‘Oh, the spelling bee? | 
letters. Fine, we'll send an think that's outside 
officer around our Jurisdiction. 
And we care why? sometime next month. 
N It's two blocks down fram 


police headquarters! 


Oh. so it is. Whoopsle. 


UN. 


Triangle and Robert | is being held without bail Robert, why are you watching 
on charges of operating a the radio on TV? 


In a surprising turn of events. | fusion generator without a 


the police actually arrested | jicense, transporting hazardous The reception's more fun. 
someone today. octagons across state lines, 
Unpronounceable Foreign- and multiple counts of cruelty 
Sounding Name, spelling bee to letters. 


proprietor, 


/ 


Triangle and Robert | One letter is enough. I'm sure | What IS the deal with that thing? 


they'll find someone competent. 
The spelling bee needs Y P 


temporary management, and 
wacky scheme business has BN 
been pretty slow. Think Dos! 
og 


we could handle it? | 


It's cute, that's all I know. 


Triangleaná Robert! pont 1 4+ in. 


There's someone Why? Who is it? 
at the door. Go 
seo r itis. 
We have a door? 
Lets |, we do 
for the sake 
of A 


I think it's my 
fear of success. 


You can't keep. 
me out forever! 


H 4 
Triangle and Robert | comic strip... too many 


readers too much 
It broke the door down. pressure... gotta cut 


We have a door? readership 


Stay good, cartoonist! Stay goad! 


Not anymore. N No! That's just your | 
Poing! 


| fear of success falking! 


А 5 


H N 
Triangle and Robert |atienate Readers week!| were doomed. we're 


In order to deal with the 
current crisis of 
popularity, next week 

will be... 


Eep. 
^ 


Oh dear. 


doomed. We're doomed. 
Maybe it won't be 


that bad. \ 


/N 


Triangle ana Robert Day One of Alienat 


Triangleand Robert Day Two of Alienate Readers Week 
You know what the problem with | More people should be Accept the 


the world is, Robert? enlightened. " 
teachings of 


Of course I dol 
Remember, more 
Buddha as your 


в, г 
ссоше T m enlightenment means 


enlightened! 


N A mE peace! 
LN /N © 


Triangleand Robert Day Three of Alienate Readers Week 


America is the cleanest, freeest, | Anyone who would say anything 
friendliest, happiest, all-around bad about America must be an i i [ 
bestest country in the world! evil, evil person! Amer 1? а EU sti 


But America's so good, 
we give them the right 
to say these horrible lies! 
No other country in the 
world does that! 


N 


Triangleand Robert Day Four of Alienate Readers Week 


Hey brother, you know why The man's always keeping ЫШ 
we're drawn like this? the brother down! Kill 
It's ‘cause ће Us brothers gotta rise up ! 
man's keeping and overthrow the reins Whi ite у: 
us down! \, of power! 


INDIA © 


Triangleand Robert Day Five of Alienate Readers Week 


There are too many people And with all the diseases going 
in the world, yet people keep around, anyone who doesn't Stop having sex! 
making new ones! practice abstinence is pretty much 
a moron! 


And there's no such 
thing as the perfect Keep your hormones 
contraceptive. under control, kiddies! 


Triangleana Robert Day Six of Alienate Readers Week 
The Keenspot alliance appears | Plus, by requiring Keenspot links 


beneficial to cartoonists at first to be in place, the alliance Boycott Keenspot! 
glance, but after a few years | implicitly discourages member 
Keenspot strips will be as strips from acknowledging the 
entrenched and stale as existence ar quality of 


newspaper strips non-Keenspot strips. 


A ^ © 


Triangleand Robert рау Seven of Alienate Readers Week 
Go away! Stop reading! When 
you read stupid, pointless, unfunny| 
comic strips like this one, you just | highest quality, you can send Boycott Triangle 


encourage wanna-be cartoonists а message to all the halfwit 
бошаде None at the caret cartoonists of the world! and Robert! 


N COON 
A OA 


By only reading comics of the 


vx 
By my count, I've alienated 


people with low bandwidth, 
Buddhists, atheists, 

s, non-Americans, 

whites, the sexually 

active, authors and readers of 

Keenspot strips, and people who 

boycott things. 


Mol 


1 alienated them long ago. 


Triangle 
and 


Robert 


It's over. We're back to normal. 
That was bad. 


А 5 


And people who like jokes. 


© 


Апа geometry 
professors. 


A 


And people who can draw. 


A © 


Triangle and Robert 


The spelling bee left town. It looks 
like the inverted capital G is ours 
to keep. 
Hooray! 


It keeps getting creepier. 


And more adorable. 


Triangle and Robert | тре Pudding-Watcher’s power | | am neither a warrior nor a chef. 


P А B | will deal with Orpuddex іп my 
Equilateral one, we must talk. | grows in the depths. Heis weak, | | Wil way iho reeds D be 


bat be will soon become strong. dealt with. 
Sure. What's up? Train with me. Triangle. саг 
ер T survive the confrontation] Come to we if 
to come, your Nu changes. 


Trj HAS 


Triang le and Robert | Pudding lies not within vegetable, Speak not fo me the beresy 
1 will not train under you, but тог ip meat, nor in grain or dairy. of the Food Pyramidt 


you can help me. Tell me what you | Pudding lies outside the Four. | If itis a heresy, 


why do you fear 
it so? 


know of the Pudding-Watcher. 
What about the Fats 


and Sugars group? ^ j 
^ W ^ W 


Triangle ana Robert What's so bad about the 
I will not speak of the Food Pyramid? 
falsehoods of tbe Pyramid. 
Goodbye. 


S 
ур: 


Huh? 


The Food Pyramid? They say it 
once shot a trapezoid just 
to watch him die. 


What? 


Triangle and Robert | And then it snapped, went on a 
S twelve-country killing spree, 


was arrested, convicted, 


The Food Pyramid suddenly | and imprisoned, End of story. 


came into the public eye a 
few years ago. It preached 
a dietary philosophy at 
odds with the orthodox 
doctrine of four | 
food groups. 


1 never heard 
about the 
killing spree. 


Well, we didn't exist at the 
time. I only learned about it 
just now, їо give the exposition 
Someday I'm going 
to be rich, and I'm 


going to buy a 
fourth wall. 


Triangle and Robert| reet the Food Pyramid Gleep! 


That doesn't explain why killed his UN. 
the mere mention of the “уе 


Fats and Sugars group... framed? No? Oh, you 
want to go far a walk 
| | I'll get the leash. 


What is it boy? You say 
the Food Pyramid was 


Triangle and Robert Yuck. Tapioca. 


H TI just in. The Food 
Triangle and Robert Pyramid has... escaped 
1 suppose you want me to try to 


clear the Food Pyramid's пате |f 9 prison? Huh? W hat 
now for some obscure reason. “ald WHAT? | don" t 
remember hearing 
anything about any 
killing spree. BN 


We can do it a 
different way. 


Anyway, authorities 

are on the lookout for 

ingle, roughly N 

equilateral, possibly 
dyed white. 


Wow, real subtle way to direct 
the plor, mister Shakespeare 


H x 
Triangle and Robert you go to the brary апа | №0, but 1711 fast-forward 


to the end of the library 


Okay, you're clearly going to |do seme research about thel nd of 
force me to go along with this killings, uncovering a i 
plotiine no matter what I think, startling discovery. 
зо ео me what гт Can you just tell me what Whee! 
the discovery is so we can / 
//skip to the next bit? м 
1 
OO ™ 
eee 


E 


Triangle and Robert | Either al evidence of their ever 
And no birth record either. Thats | having existed was destroyed... 
the last of them. There's no record | ©! they never existed; No sign of 
parents, friends, schooling, 
of any of these murder victims ир | employment... nothing but names 
until the death certificates. Ca death certificates. 


Sin could you give your exposition more quietly? 


Sorry. 


Triangle and Robert 


Next | interview people in tha 
hometowns of the alleged victims. 


That we can skip over, 


- 
None of them knew the 
victims. Most didn't know 
what you were talking 
about at first. It appears| 
that no such murders Look 
place. The really strange 
thing is the near-total 
silence of the local news 
media at the time 


So one way or another there's 

а cover-up. The question now is 

what really happened and why. 
Stop! You're— 
under arrest. 


Triangle and Robert| You know, there's That would explain a 
This is the twelfth time I've something really messed] couple things. Don't tell 
been arrested over this thing. Look. up about all this. | don't | anyone | said this, but 


I'm not the Food Pyramid. This isn't] y; 1 4 
dye and my measurements aren't | think tne Food Pyramid you might want to 
was the real killer. 


the same. check out the 
Your story. ! don't think there was International Culinary 
checks out. “me wee Institute. N 
orry abou Why? 
the bother. A XxX ГАХ WN 


Triangle and Robert] The Intemational Culinary It's too much. I'm in 


n id i p | Institute. The world's most о тит т 
ve sald way Too muc influential food bureaucracy. If y head. 


already. If | fell you any | they took exception to the Food You don't 
more and l'm wrong, it Pyramid's teachings... have a head. 
would mean my job. You're right. I'll 
check it out, 


I guess half a lead 
is better than none. 


A^ X 


I don't want to tl 
about d third. 


could meet. 


кр ө Two are ba 


5 
3 
& 
E] 

E 

ЕЈ 
2 
© 
2 
Ы 
E 


Triangle and Robert | rknow T'I гип for governor! | Don't be silly Of COURSE you 
Triangle’s been gone for a can be my campaign manager 


while now. I'm bored. 
Spin! 
Woof? 


D rf t 


Triangle and Robert| Woof! Yip yip! Gubernatorial 


bow wow! Pant pant pant. 

abut this might not be such a Electoral grow! growl! 
boring election after all. Wacky 
scheme consultant Robert Rhombus 
announced his independent 
candidacy today in a speech 

which left this reporter, 

frankly, rather startled, 


EARLIER TODAY 


I, for one, want to meet 
this polygon's speechwriter. 
Back to you, Zoe. 


Triangle and Robert | Bow wow wow. Yip yip, woof. 
But with my stated foreign] Growl: bark bark. 
Ruff! Yayi We're up in policy position, wouldn't You're the best 
the polis again! that be construed campaign manager 
as flip-flopping? ever! 


Triangle ana Robert So vote for me, and you won't 
have to wake up to sandwiches. 
And furthermore, a gradual 


anymore. 
phaseout of the organ meat | zs that right? У 
dax would reduce wear | x can't follow 
his logic. 
7 on our highways s ogie. must be 


а genius! 


Triangle and Robert | institutions for disruptive | Heck, there's only one way 
Robert Rhombus has NO | behavior. Will he suddenly to find out! Paid for by 

prior political experience, | become a responsible Citizens for Rhomboid 

He has been BANNED from| Polygon if he becomes Government. 
more than a few public governor? 


Thank you for giving me the 


Triangle and Robert Tim running against а opportunity to clear this up. 


My opponent would have you delusional moron. 
believe I'm some sort of freak 
with no self-control or sense of 
dignity. Well, the fact 
of the matter is. 
X 


Paid for by Citizens for 
Rhomboid Government 


Triangle and Robert 


Yup. 


So this is death.... 


е 5 


Triangle and Robert 


Outside ICI Global 
Headquarters 


Austria 


Late Morning 


Triangle! It is a testament to 
your determination that you 
crossed the language barrier 
to come EN 
Mr. Disease? 


You're in pen "as 


You do not understand what it 
is you do. The voice of the 
Pyramid can shake the world, 
and perhaps the stars themselves. 


It will come as no 


surprise to long-time | 
readers of this strip. 
that | have no idea [rs] 
what's going on. 


Triangle and Robert | What good does it do for an Battle? 


innocent polygon to be jailed? 


Do not disrupt the affairs | Do you not realize 
of the International Culinary You know so little. I had that butterscotch would 
Institute. They do more good boped it would not come not be so sweet 
for the world than you may think. to battle. without tapioca on 
BN the other side fo 
balance it? 


3 [rs] M [rs] ‘You will not enter this building. 
Tog 


Triangle and Robert 


t Iwill defeat yoa, however. 
Iregret that you did not accept Good comeback! feat yoa. b 
my training. If you bad. perbaps Look behind you! A 
you would understand why \ thres-headed Y 
you mast not be bere. Tanks, [rs] confusing dus W 
өх machina! 
1 understand justice. | / 


| ^ | Nice fry. 
[rs] You think so? 
/ Not reallly. 


Triangle and Robert 


Why haven't we started actually 
fighting yet? 
1 can't deaw 
fighting. 
Then... 
4 Hold on. 


1A 


400 


This should work to move pee 


the plet along for now 
anyway, I can change it 
later if I need to. 


Uh... okay... 


Mo. We sball 
make it two 
out of three. 


Triangle and Robert | гат defeated. Triangle, I warn 


Paper! 


M 


you, not for your sake, bat for 
the sake of the world: cease 
your quest. What the Food 
Pyramid proposes is nothing 
less than oblivion. 


TN n 


Well, right. You can't have 
anything less than oblivion, 
can you. 
| lam defeated. You 
may pass if itis 
your will, bat it would 
be better for you to 
beed dmy warning. 


TA 


Triangle and Robert 


Equitateral intruder 
on floor one, heading 
towards stairs. South 


security team, full alert. 
0m 
— 7 


Intruder Is entering 


stalrweil. Form blockades. 


South squad G! Where are 
you? Intruder Is ascending 
stalrs! Where's the blockade? 


This would be so much tenser 
if there were artwork. 


N 


You! 


You've been following my | үү believe you, for now. 
trail. Don't deny it. Why? Stay out As way and 


Our trails sort of got watch the rear. 

crossed. | have to clear 

your name to clear mine. I'd ask what's_ 
going on but 


I'm afraid 
you'd tell 
me. 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle and Robert 


Baa? Baa! Baa! 
We've just hit a 
[exul tapioca vein. There's 
uud го immediate 
danger. о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Baa! Ва: 
i 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


05 pudding. We'll be out of 
here well before the 
site floods. 


Baa? 
| 


БЕШ л». Keep digging. 


We're almost there. 


О 
O 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Sonar doesn't work well 

through tapioca. We'll have 

to locate the relic through 
other means. 


O 
Ò 


Triangle and Robert 
The signal just peaked, We 
must be at the level of 

the relic. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Here relic relic. Nice 
relic. Стеге. Good relic? 
J got a treat for you! 

Here relic relic relic! 


5 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


The Oval? The relic How? The Oval came 
Baa! is the Oval? fram space, didn't it? 
4 . What does it have to 


FH be right there, Q 
О, 


do with the Fourth Hace? 
о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


This is the same Oval that the 


Triangle and Robert 
HDCLBA was after though... 


How could a relic of the 
Fourth Hace have fallen 
from space? They were 
advanced, but hardly 
spacefaring. Ол 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Je will definitely be worth 
researching, assuming | 

don't almost immediately 
lose possession of it in 
some contrived fashion. 


[e] 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 
Baa baa baa baa! 
/ i's moving? Get it into 
containment! O 
[*] 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


What do you mean, flying 
away? Shoot it down! 


g 


SHEEP 


INSERT | 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE y |! | 


Triangle and Robert 


We're not even scratching it! 


Baaa! 


The Fourth Hace built well. This is a heavy pudding 
stratum! Ir shouldn't be 
© ate го flow chat quickly! 
о 


о 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP TELEPATHIC 


SHEEP 


Attention, all crew members. 
Cease operations and. 
evacuate, The tapioca 

won this round. 


[e] 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle ana Robert 


It wasn't a total loss... 
1 now know that the Oval is 
connected with the 
Fourth Race... 
e 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIBENT 
TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


and we met 
the secondary 
objective easily. 


RR 
ue тч 
1now have more than enough 
boulders and butterflies to 


begin construction of my 
diamond machine e 


e 
* 
INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | No. that is not the case. т was | I'm in the wacky scheme 
9 running away from them for a business, Of COURSE 


while, but I run away from lots | Tend up in drag now 


of government agencies and then! Tt's 
? 9 ‘tradition! 


Yes? You in front. 


Mr. Rhombus! 
А What about the 
ds it true you crossdressing? 


have ties with pid you to oat 
the RDCLBA? Maryland from being 


turned into a squirrel? 
T 


Triangle and Robert 


Tt was fireproof when 

„Д got there! How was 

T supposed to know? 
Please. No more 
questions about 
number theory. 


Next question.... You. 


N 


You claim ro Бе aga 
all forms of racism, and yet. 


S 


That storyline was non-canonical 
and you know it. Next question! 


How do you plan 
to address the 
growing issue 

of non-Euclidean 
law enforcement? 


Triangle and Robert 


listen, for the fourteenth 
‘time, I am aware that my actions 
were outside the bounds of T will appoint a task 
law. The fact remains, force fo investigate 

7 however, that in 7 the issue. 
Scotland it's not 

a felony. 


Though the per capita rate 
is in fact stili comparable 
‘to the national average, 


Do you have any plans to 
deal with the rash of 
library vandalism? 


Triangle and Robert | Growl woof yip yip. Bark 1 just TOOK you for a 


‘They asked a lot of personal | bow wow. Pant pant bark, walk half an hour ago! 
questions, but I think I did | Woof woof. Woof. Yip bark 
pretty well. The question is, growl, whimper. 


how much honesty does 
‘the public really want? 


| 
D D D 


Triangle and Robert |1'm thinking some project that'll] І know! A space program, 
boost the state's economy. implemented on the county 


and municipal levels! 
I should do something to 
woo the scalene vote. 


Ger! 
Ruff? 


Triangle and Robert | Oh. and what if we turned Where'd you go? І haven't 


a third of the courthouses bounced my plan to construct 
Yeah! And we can repave upside-down every March? | dams across commuter railways 
key interstates with Not only would it be good 7 off you yet! 
7 lime gelatin! The judicial sense, it could 
effect on tourism 7 become a sort of 
alone would be worth tradition! 


the stench! 


They call 
mankind the "Fourth 

Race"... why? What 
happened to the world? 
And who's this 
"Cartoonist"? 


It's Earth... but 
polygons? How did they 
get in charge? How long 
have I been gone? 


Triangle and Robert | Hey. you look familiar... You're |So. you haven't seen ту campaign 
that meteor thing Cube and manager? It's an inverted 


Sir, my campaign manager 
Y campaign manag everyone was after, aren't you? capital б. 


ran away. Have you seen him? 


"4 


Triangle and Robert | What? What does the ICI have to | No myth. Thay were after the 
P do with the Oval and the КОСІ ВА? | Oval. Then they took a confusing 
The Ovall Was it taken? 


No... it is here under its own RDCLBA?Nosuch | "onus n 


via Austria. 
power. Fly away, little oblong agency. It's a myth. Uh-huh. Come on, 
of history. It is not safe here] BN 


the file room is 
i | | this way. ©, 


A 
A 
^ 


Triangle and Robert | You're just making this No. But the cartoonist 


No, seriously. Tha ROCLBA is up, aren't you? probably was. 
real. They were after me when 
1 had the Oval. Then all the ones 
who were after the Oval died in a 
transporter accident. 


"4 


Triangle and Robert | | get it! It wasn't enough for | You see, this is why | don't like 
If there really is an 


the ICI to discredit me.... Nop Soi on tke теуш! 
RDCLBA, then... then... They didn't want the a 
RDCLBA to have any way to , Never mind 
recruit me! finding M fie 
У Oval to catch! 


A 


N 
iangle and Robert EOE nents 


а chance 10 look down and 
I'm still dead... so why am sse what's happening. 
Lin the strip again? Stuck for a strip 
Nothing's happened to me idea again? 
since last time. 


" Ø 


е 
Uh... yeah... but 
that's none of 
your business! 


T 


Triangle and Robert | mats шу stapler! 


^ 
RDCLBA headquarters. Idon't see your They don't 

The remaining agents name on it. particularly care. 
have just become aware 
of thé Oval's emergence 


from the depths. И was on my desk! 


The Fourth Race knew they |А! the prophecies we find were| The Oval signifies something 
weren't the first to inhabit | "6а for their own kind, not | yery big about to happen, 


for polygons. Our frame of seins ead cr ak 
the planet, but they thought | reference is so different from | ш; race prepare. Past that 


they would be the last. Thinking| theirs that we can't really know ніні 


their time as the dominant what they meant. 1 
species would be forever, they ‘N In other 

made no efforts to leave words, you 

a legacy. \ don't know 


what's going 
on either. 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle and Robert 
The recent tapioca shift 
took the Oval out of my 

l reach, but no matter. 
Ihave grown. The 
puddings below are| 
mine to command. 


Yip vip vip уір уір yip vip! 
MOUNT SCARY 1р yip yip yip yip yip УР 
We finally put My puddings DOW" 
up а sign! bubble to the 
Arf! 


Triangle and Robert 


There you аге! What 
7 did you come up 
here for? 


Rupsh! 


D 


Erupting! Laval Run! 
| Moo? 
O ч" 


^ 
Woof. Whatever. 


N 
A) 


Triangle ana Robert Lava-flavored pudding! 
The lava's rising! I Sticky, lukewarm. T was hoping someone 


" ld come out 
can't keep up N woul 


with this v 


Triangle and Robert] what's this, | leave town for a How'd your subplot go? 
subplat and when | come back 
you've somehow flooded the 


town with pudding? 


1 left early. 


Lava-flavored 
pudding. N 


Triangle and Robert | Pudding doesn't come Pudding can't erupt! It doesn't 
So you're saying this current from volcanoes. build up pressure like that. For 


there to be that much upward 


rd па yeu? whatsoever This pudding did. force, there'd have to be... uh. 
To the best of N Let's get to 


my knowledge, high ground. 


yes N 


Triangle and Robert 


Help! I can't breathe 


pudding... 1 can't No, it's a reference... Do you even know what 
even breathe parsley! „7 Areference NO ONE delirious" means? / 
ГА Parsley? А will дет. You must be . 
y? Are Peirus Yeah, Тн like 


you delirious? а squirrel. 


А I dicided to represent the| n3 А 4; 
That bought us a little time, title iconographically. | Yeah. It's like Ж 
but what do we do? 


What's going on? 

I hope that dot behind 

What's the ampersand| Оо you even know what the squirrel is a period. 
doing there? "iconographically" means? X 


ASQ |AO TA 


Triangleana R Chosen One! I am now 


inescapable! 


| think this is 
almost definitely 
a bad thing. 


Triangle ana Robert | we shouts now make а reference | No. Lets just run away. 


Orpuddex is now very big. to the opening scene of "Day 
af the Tentacle". 


Can you think I 
of one? л 
N E 
Р 
— 
E 


But still limbless. 


Triangle ana Robert Triangle! You need my aid. | Against the returned 
You cannot evade me! А Padding-Watcher, all 
Mr. Disease? Why would you f 
IAM the want to help me? of geometry is on 
Pudding-Watcher! the same side. 


N | How can you help? 


I forgot today's, 
zany punchline. 


Triangle and Robert | Triangle made an excellent 
тї smells all potatoey and | decision. The Tater Fizz fortress 


carbonated here. Isn't there | Will protect us well while we plan. 


some other easily defensible 
; | J 


structure we could hide in? 


And the smell isn't THAT bad... 


remember Scotland? 


Sheep, cologne, 
whatever. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Robert, your "pudding shelters" 
Now if I'D been elected were going to take in homeless 
governor, I'd have built pudding and help it find jobs. 


pudding sheiters. We 


n Not just jobs, 
_ wouldn't have to hide, careerst\ 
in this bottling plant. 

N 


We wouldn't have to hide from 
this flood if all the pudding were 
loff the street and in good homes. 


11 get back to you 
when that makes 
sense. 


/N 


Q 


Triangle and Robert 
We can't stay here forever. How 
can we stop the flood and drive 

off Orpuddex? 


The flood vill drain 
with fime. 


PS 


As for tbe Pudding-Watcher, 
ancient records tell of events 
such as this having happened 
before. The Pudding-Watcher 
must be driven off by a party 
of warrior-chefs, each a master 
of one food group. 


There are only 


three of us here. Jus 


Not as. The training would take 

far too long. even if we bave the 

potential. І do not believe myself 

or the rhombus could ever attain 
true mastery. 

serch anno 


convoluted. 


IA 


Your species already Tell your master I am not 


Baa! Р 
© Sheep. had its turn. to be commanded. 


/N 


Triangle and Robert | He is wrong, of course, bat bis 
Orpuddex just telekinetically | €fforts may distract the Watcher. 
forced а squadron of jetpacking | In the meantime, we must locate 


sheep to crash-land. the sentries of the four food 
The Cornersheep | groups and free them from 
believes be can whatever magic prevents 
barness the element| their arrival. 


of pudding for bis 
own em 
JZE TA 


Cube can belp us begin. 


Cube's dead. 


Since when bas that 
stopped anyone in 
i strip? 


Triangle and Robert} se. I'm not copping out | Sounds typically moronic. 


| of this one. If уси want Let's do it. 
То revive Cube, we must... Cube alive, you'll have to No. I'm willing ti а 
ist ni s lo. I'm willing to parody 
ask the cartooníst nicely? do it yourselves. anime in general, but an 
That seems easier Then wishing on the explicit Dragon Ball 
than my way. Dragon Circles it is. parody is just too pathetic. 


Triangle and Robert | The cube cannot be returned | Bat] want to do the anime thing! 


I'm not going to look for to life by any other means. 
Dragon Circles, Just don't ask. We could just hold a I'm with Robert 
Let's do something else. Seance, We only need to on this one. 


ask a few questions, right? | 


1A 
PS 1A 


Triangle and Robert | Cube, if you can bear me, know 
that it is the Time of the Oval, 
just as you forewarned. We mast 


+ at Won мыш ИЩ put our differences aside. the 
- my herp four sentries mast be awakened! 


BLIM 


Do Т throw the rice now? 


Seance, Robert, not 
wedding. We already 
went |" this. 


Four! Hear that, equilateral? Bat it is traet Tbe teachings 


Triangle and Robert 
Four sentries, four food groups. | of the Pyramid stand ip conflict 
with the most ancient forcest 


You are correct. This is not the The Pyramid is ali 
battle which Triangle shall fight. be Pyramid is a liar. 
Awaken the four sentries from 
their magics so that the Shut up. They are nonetheless 
sensible dietary guidelines 
for ages 6 and up. 


Watcher's power may be 


iangle and Robert ОЕ Mae Gaim Shouldn't that be the "Fruits and 
in a cave, heedless of the world. 


М ори Vegetables Sentry’ 
Travel first to Denmark, and Ріпа him and apprise him of 
there search Mount the situation. You must gain Did you call me to argue 
his aid. ph " 
ancient dietary philosophy 


or do you wish my guidance? 


Probablyeruptsbefore- 
thisplotlineisover. 


FW 


Triangle Robert 


With this magic you will No, its messy, slow, and 
How, then, does one get to glide swanlike over pudding. ultimately fruitless. 

Denmark when one is trapped Bich we be way 

in a bottling plant surrounded Have you ever seen a of the cuisine-magic. 

by pudding at least 180 pixels swan try to swim through I just fashioned a crude 

deep? pudding? sleigh by harnessing 

I will teach No, bat I'm sure ‘tapeworms to an 
you a spell. 


P inflatable armchair. 
1 it's very graceful. Let's до! 

N J5 N 
WA rg | 


Triangle ana Robert 


Ж 


..in the direction Wow. Strong tapeworms. 


Ha! The Chosen One flees! of... the airport... 


Triangle ana Robert Add it came to be that 
with much searching they 
N came to a cave in which a 


And I don't feel like 
drawing anything today. 


strange polygon silently 
And tbus it was that 


meditated. 
Triangle and Robert 
reached Denmark, and 
began the ascent of Mount 
Probablyeruptsbeforethis- Naturally. 
plotlineisover. He doesn't notice us. 


Is he awake? 


Triangle and Robert 


He doesn't seam to be 
asleep. If's like he's 
somewhere else entirely. 


/ Can he hear us? 


1 don't see any reason why he 

wouldn't be able to. It seems like 

he just... doesn't care. We need 
to get his attention. 


T'll give him a wedgie. 


But... uh... he... 


Good point. I'll give him 
pants, THEN give him 


a wedgie. N 


You know how the cartoonist 
likes to complicate story arcs 
by referring back to really minor 
details that no one remembers? 
I bet the Vegetable Sentry's all 
sulky and detached because he 
was defeated by Mr. Disease's 
grandmother and her spatula! 


Triangle and Robert | Exactly. only not a toilet, 
" and not made of meatloaf. 
No, this doesn't call for a wedgie. 


We obviously need some 
metaphysical psychological 


Ik t the thi 
thingamajig to snap him out of it. now just the thing 


You mean like a toilet, 
made of meatloaf? 


And you get all this froma \ 
passing reference to Denmark 
in strip 346. Sounds about right. 


Triangle R She beat you to within an inch of | She's dead? How 
There 9 » Запа Robert your life with her spatula,and | long has it been? 


à yeu hid in this cave from I don't know. 
wasn’t there? She challenged | embarassment. Well, that old Months, at least. 
you fo a сие, and you lady's dead now, and you're still Oh. | 


Fought. alive. It's time to get back to 


your life. Back to your duty as Why do they make 


the Vegetable Sentry. alarm clocks so 
confusing? 


\й450 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 

Mr. Disease Mirror Friend, Mirror Foe by Robert Asprin & George Takei 

\ Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 

77x75 pixels Oriental Food Synthesis: A Quality Engineering Perspective, from IC] Press 
Font: Favorite Movie: 

Artistik 16-point Ghost Dog 

Occupation: Personal Quote: 
Restaurantear "No. We shall make if fwo ouf of three." 


If І could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 
Don't order the chicken. 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Favorite Book (Fiction): 


TENER 
Oriental Food Synthesis: A Quality Engineering Perspective, from ICI Press 
Dimensions: [eS 


131 x 114 pixels 
Font: А Favorite Movie: 
Arial Narrow 18-point The X Files: Fight the Future 
Occupation: diuum eura 


Unemployed (last job: Food Pyramid) 
If I could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 


Eat a well-rounded balance of healthy food choices. 


Triangle and Robert 


It's the Time of the Oval, or 
near it. The Pudding-Watcher 
erupted from a volcano and 

flooded our home city. 


Ay 


Then finally my training 

will be put to use! What 

form has the Watcher 
taken? 


Um... he's a big... 
ghost-thingy... 


A colossal eagle dripping 
green fire from its talons? 


No. Sort of the opposite 
of that, really. 


Can you be more 


specific? 

No, I can't. You'll 
understand why 
( when you 

see him. 


Triangle and Robert 


There aren't any flights back. 
All the runways back home are 


puddinged. N No. | 
Please don't use Mayne, but not 
"pudding" as a verb, ig А 
/N 


How about as a packing material? | Asa wind instrument? 


What? It won't. | was 


Iwill teach you a spell. 
just making conversation. 


Triangle and Robert | |! wil! te ‹ п 
There aren't any flights Баск. | With this magic, you will 
be able to speak with 


All the runways back at home 
are covered with ground TE 
pudding. How will that 
help us T - 


How else can we 
get back with the 
Vegetable Sentry? | V 


Triangle and Robert 
Well, we made it back to the city. 
That was a great 
plan, Triangle! I'm not telling. After we reach Mr. Disease. 
N To the bottling plant, 
faithful parasites! 


JU 


What? You found a way Come on! Tell me! 
back? What did I miss? 


Triangle and Robert How did you accomplish 
You have returned! Is that your task so quickly? 
the Vegetable Sentry with you? 


Come on! Tell us 
what it was already! 


Ves! Tell ust 
We sort of took 


Yes. a shortcut back. | pretended we were 
already here and the 


TES ШЕ тшш " 


Triangle and Robert 


You tricked me into 
having you be back home 
by pretending to already 
зо I'd draw you 
Clever. 


be there 


with Mr. Disease. 


Now you're gonna get even, right? 


No, it was funny, it was 
a fair move. This time. 
Try it again and it 
won't work. 


The way you reuse jokes, 
I'm sure you'll still think 
it's funny next time | do it. 


Funny, yés, but... 
what was my point? 


Like | ever know. 


un.. 


Triangle and Robert | Alone? Are not all four sentries 
? 
1 have many questions required to defeat the Watcher? 
about those two and about | Not until it enters its 
what happened while | was | batte form. From what! 


in meditation. First, ii 
de g those two told me, it 
though, I will fight the has not yet done so. 
Pudding: l-Watcher. 
Battle form? 


Vox V XS 


You are a warrior-chef, yet 
you do not know of puddic 
transformation? 


Im not a very GOOD 
warrior-chef. 


S 


Triangle and Robert 


Did you see that? The Vegetable 
Sentry and Mr. Disease got all 
shiny for a few minutes! 
Either the cartoonist 
got carried away with 
тобет 


Or they're building up 
tremendous power! 
Probably just the 
cartoonist and 
gradients ‘hough 


AS 


Yeah. 


Triangle and Robert 


That can't be the 

Pudding-Watcher. 
It's just a vague 
blob with eyes. 


You doubt me? 


You're just plain 
goofy-looking. 


Iam VA 


ORPUDDEX! 


Vy 
Sure you are. 


If you were the 
Pudding-Watcher, 
you'd be fighting 
me as we speak. 


FINE! 


N — 


Triangle and Robert 


1 wonder how he'll get out 
of drawing the fight scene Maybe if we stop talking 
this time. he'll have to draw it. 


MN | 
AQ , 


Oh, fine then. 


Triangle and Robert And now you are trapped. 


Ha! Tiny one. 
YAAAGH! | 
ES Okay, this is 
just messed up| 
and wrong. 


Huh? 


Triangle and Robert 


And now that I have 
ingested the Vegetable 
Sentry, I shall... 


\ 


go... er... lie down... 
and try not to be sick... 
Huh? 
Icoated the Sentry 
with expired margarine. 
Ancient battle recipe. 


1A 


S&S 


Triangle and Robert | Ah, nere he comes now. 


Sometsi? Floating on a wave of Towel. 
Мо! quite. It was expelled pudding, the 
traly ancient margarine isosceles warrior returns 
that I used. Even the from battle. 


dead must regurgitate 


when confronted by it. | ^ F 
A JS 


& Is the Watcher Why was he in sucha 


П logize for havi defeated so easily? pathetic form this time? 
apologize for havin | 
Spoken against your. Only for the Tbe cartoonist could 
skills. | have never met moment. When draw no better. 
one as powerful with Orpuddex next Ah yes. | was going 
margarine as yourself. | Strikes, he must to ask about this 
1 


ИАЕА 


Triangle and Robert | being vomited out of him. For once in glad the 
Orpuddex is shrinking! т a christmas | action isn't being drawn. 
АП the. pudding he miracle! 


consumed from the 
earth's соге... 


Triangle and Robert| holds the key to whatisto | you're not really an ice cream 


happen. Go alone, rhombus, man at all, are you. 
— Robert dreams.... for the triangle must train. 
Beyond the Wiggly 
Lines of Sorrow, in Whatever gives 
the Cave of Eternal you that idea? 


Caveyness, an 
electric peppermi 


Б 


Triangle and Robert 
triangle trains... . 
With this magic, you will 
be able to rebydrate dried 
meats with almost no 
flavor loss. 


PS 


No, I don't think so. 


Hmm... bow about а spell 
to heal damaged grabam 
crackers? 
Aren't there any 
USEFUL warrior-chef 
spells? 


Mastery of the cuisine-magic 
is a task of great difficulty, 
and l'm not very good at it. 


Most of my magic 
is microwave-only. 


A pg VS 


Triangle and Robert 


—Orpuddex rests... 


N 


with Barbara 
Billingsley as 
June Cleaver! 


Shh! Show's on. 
N 


\ 


Matthew 
Waterhouse as 
Adric! 


M 
Sorry. I just had to 


establish that you're 
still alive and not 


doing very much. 
оо 


ала Tom Baker 
as the Beaver. 


Triangle and Robert 


The Coznersheep plots.... 


Shh. TV. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
а SHEEP 


EX TER MIN ATE! 


` 


You're supposed 
to be plotting! 


Newly. recovered episode! 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 


Now do you understand why 
you shouldn't tease the Daleks, 
Beaver? 


N 


Tape it! Plot now! 


Ti plot when it's over. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Gee, I'm sorry, Mom. 


H N 
Jriangle and Robert m t it just end? Complete sentences... 


Multipart story. Showing 


The Cornersteep plots.... 
i£ all at once. © 


No. Still TV. 
o 
S 


Qut of the question, 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT LEPATE 


‘SHEEP 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Mom! Dad! Get to the house Be careful, Beaver! 


aud get out of here! It's They're pure evil! 
only me they're after! ye pure evil: 


EX-TER-MIN-ATE THE BEA-VER! 


М. 


So it's a 1950's suburban 
American home that travels 


through time and space? 
Right. 
[9] 


о 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIBENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


zx 
And the Beaver's an 


enigmatic man from another 


world who is, for some 

reason, older than his 
parents? 
Right. 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIBENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Have you ever heard of 
Jerry Mathers? 


Yeah. He played the 


second Robin. 


о 
о 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIBENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | That's okay, т wasn't Wall. good! Because 


going that way anyway. if you were trying to 


You will not cross this 
path, rhombus. I, the go this way, I would 
Guardian of the Golden Oh. stop you! 


Wary, will stop you! 


д I 


“A 


Triangle and Robert 
Die, polygon! 


ES 


No, I'd rather not. 
N, 


It wasn't a 
polite reauest. 


Oh! I see. You're 
trying to kill me. N, 


Toastyl 


Triangle ana Robert What? Thor's... that's pathetic! | That was a dragon? 
Trlangle's supposed to have 


Wow. Two monsters bad luck! Im supposed to Apparently. It didn't look 
into your quest and have good luck! very fractal to me either, 
die. That's gott 
eaa Luck doesn't enter to be honest. 
be a record. 


into it when you stand| 
BN that close to a dragon. 


. uu С 
Triangle апа Robert ШАДЫ E PPP very 


fire. I thought it would 


just peck you or good cartoonist, 
That was totally something. okay? There. I 
unfair. There was A . 
{то way for me You didn't KNOW? said it. Are 
to survive. You drew it! How you happy? 
could you draw a 
fire-breathing monster „М, I'm still dead. 


and not know it 
breathes fire? 


Triangle and Robert |:'" not sure if that козла Lo 


be artisticall ht. 
Triangle, you'll have to artistically rig 


interrupt ycur training. 
I... wm... Robert's dead. 


Look, just point me to the 


Artistically right? When do Dragon Circles. Make it quick, 
Why don't you bring him yau ever worry about that? I have a vorpal casserole 
back yourself? in the oven. 


"4 


Triangle апа Robert} [am Tokhloss, the Serpent | What? Is something funny? 


aose br hope of Many Colors. The Dragon What's tom? 
deg Circle is mine. 


Serpent of. 


A [Жыл 


Come on! What's funny? | You drive a hard bargain, | theres a retter a omit 
Tell me! triangle, but my curiosity has} "че 2526 “геге тв 
, many colors... the better of me. Take if. 
uo me no Dragon 


Р ду 


Triangle ana Robert | Oh. Oh my. That makes me... | T'm gonna go throw myself 


ol Many Colore and ete the Serpent of Several Fill i the edge of the world now. 
in, um... black and white. Patterns? This is... this is Can you give me a ride 


there? That's where the 


^ really, really embarassing. | secre T Circle is. 


i Л, 

Triangle апа Robert | лге you suggesting that r| Well too Bad. т'уе been 
А take some sort of shortcut] Slacking cff far too much 

Dragon Circle number tw: 0 
„Равот лов пыте мо [SE nan үыр ene as recently. Dm ot go to 

ple enough. Are we going coos of this epic rale? | have any more holes in 
have to go fhrough every single my story. 
Dragon Circle one at a time? 


/NO 


Yes. You can't be serious. 


"4 


Triangle and Robert 


\ And so, twenty-three 
pointlessly brief and 
repetitive subquests 
later, Triangle at last 
comes to the twenty-fifth 

Dragon Circle. 


"4 


1 knew it. 


Okay, so one more to go and 
then we can get the ludicrously 
overforeshadawed pun out of 

the way. 


© 


One more? No, you fond 
all twenty-five. 


You mean you're not going to... 


Oh! You thought I was // 
planning to do THAT? No 
way! I'm a bad cartconist, 
but I'm not SADISTIC! 


Somehow, evading the pun 
just makes it worse. 


Triangle and Robert 


‘And now that you have all 


twenty-five Dragon 1 don't have a six-sided die. К 
Circles, you can summon Oh, I'l wish 
the Dragon and make Cube back first. 


146+7 wishes! 


1d6477 


iangle and Robert Шан: BN 
to count his wishes. I'm sure 
you'll be next. We'll think of 


Funky! I'm being something. 


wished back! 
Why you? Why not me? 


But you don't 
have spots! 


Triangle and Robert | thave si 
Very well. 


That is not a Eight wishes 
regulation remain to you, 
six-sided die. shape. 


It is done. 


The rhombus? 
Well, it is not, 
my job to, 
ask why. | | 


For my second wish, 
1 want Robert back. 


Triangle and Robert | тһ within my power, but It is done. 
Okay! Next wish! I want every it will count as seven wishes. 
episode of Leave it to Beaver, 
including lost ones, to be 
restored, recovered, and 
released on DVD at affordable 


prices. 
Robert... 


Of course, I 
thought it 


ИЙ might. 


Triangle and Robert | We could have wished for LIMBS! 


EYES! For crying out loud, we So you don't want to 

Robert... you used up... probably could have even wished finally see the one 
ALL my remaining wishes... for ANTIALIASED FONTS! What where they adopt 
1o... restore... a television were you thinking? 


Mel Torme? 
program... that you hardly 
‘ever WATCH! 


Triangle and Robert | Berate the rhombus later. The 


For that matter... for Starbam bas vanished. 
that matter... we don't 


have a DVD player... I just got BACK 


from an artifact run! 


1A 


"Tbe Starbam must be kept 
safe, equilateral one. 


It's a ham, and it's from 
space. Isn't that enough 


reason? 


JP 


No? 


N 


Why? 


Triangle and Robert But... not Meat Enforcement. 1 don't know, who? 
You have to understand. | ‘The things that get said about the А А 
really believe in the IC]. Tbe | [Class whole... еуге true of | Rhetorical question. 
that one department. If the Meat 
Enforcers get bold of the Sorry. 
Starbam. who knows what N 


Jj rs bappen? 


traditions they preserve are 
vital fo polygonal existence. 


Triangle and Robert | а fully-cooked glazed ham So? Meat falls from space 


Since you're not going to shut up, | which fell from space, intact, all the time. 


tell me. What is the Starham? roughly forty years ago. Meat, yes. But not 


CORED meat. 


And that matters? 


УРЫ | ур 


Triangle and Robert | Yes! You must understand, the | — What ends? 


А International Culinary Institute is М 
The ICI never bad possession | ot your enemy, f М only the "bere is much power 
of the Starham, and never sought] оар Meat Enforcers who ip tbe Starbam. 
if. The Starham bas been studied | ^ pursue the bam for Like what? 
ip many independent laboratories. their own ends. 


„Ја... power. Not any 
Is that relevant? 


\ | Kind in particular. 
yi Isi WW Oh, really. | 


Triangle and Robert 


1 suppose | should ask about 
the Meat Enforcers. 


The department began as That's terrifying, but mainly silly. 
quality advisors, aiding meat ү А 
dod they are not behind 
prodacers in meeting standards. ioc Bhd bars 


They then gained enforcement 
powers. Now, they ensure 
consistently high-grade meats 
worldwide through a campaign 
of brutal intimidation. 


disappearance, they 
will certainly seek it. 


Triangle and Robert 
Why me? This Starham business 
seems more in Cube's line. 
You need the experience, 
and the cube already 

intends a quest of bis 
own. Something to do 
with aged pepper, 
Табет. N 


1 don't like quests! 
Can't Cube do both? 


Linda Concarne! 
Meat Enforcement! 
un 


ee 


Come with me! I 
declaring you и 
consumption! 


m 
it for 


Can you do that? 
I'm not meat. 


Shut your mouth! 
1 don't have a mouth. 


Triangle ana Robert I don't mean LITERALLY 


In a frozen locker... stop talking back to me! 
. Don't be smart! \ 
Stop talking back to I'm used to things not 
me! Tell me where 1 making sense, but I 
can find the Starham!| usually at least know 
N WHY they don't 


make sense. 


Triangle and Robert | They call you the Chosen | Then I'll just have to turn 


1 don't have the Starham! One! I don't believe in any | this locker down a couple 
What made you think | do? of that, but you obviously | notches and let you freeze 
Don't twist my have a power! You can see for a while! N 
words! 1 never » in the colors of magic, 
said you had it! Triangle! Now tell me! ^ 
Where is the Starham? E 
РА 


Wow. You are SO wrong 
оп SO many counts. 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm trapped. Except... this locker 

is full of meat. | must know some 

meat spell | can use that would 
gat me out of here. 


And so Triangle hastily 

forms а pentagram of 

sausage and begins to 
chant. 


Wait! | haven't even 
thought of a spell yet! 


he. 


Righ 


Now, how much fluid pressure 
would I get if | converted all the 
organ meats to gravy’... 


‘When I was dead, it was 


Triangle and Robert obvious. 1 don't have that 


So, what's IN this peppermill perspective now, and the 
you're so eager to recover? memories have faded. 


Т don't know anymore. 


Should I come with you? 


The Wiggly Lines of 
Sorrow are no place 
for a wacky rhombus. 1 


shouldn't have sent 
you the first 


mL 
() 3 


#500: Starham 


[TER 5011 /was planning to acquire the | xa somewhere in the 
ham, but was beaten to it by skies, in a certain 


Of course, Triangle has 
forces unknown. 


no more to do with the mysterious oval, a 


actual disappearance of Q Sandwich isumades 
the Starham than the ICI О 
does. The RDCLBA also has Ó 


no connection to this 


event. 
INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIC 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | ves. it appears that the And the triangle? 


Miss Concarne! We have an| Starham... has been eaten. 
observatory report. A bone | The bone was discarded He'll freeze or he'll 


has landed near Denver. from ап unidentified escape! We don't need 
A bone? t him anymore! 
Get the jet 7 
,ready! We're 
going after it! 7] 


— — 


Triangle and Robert | im outi thank goodness that 
door was chemically similar 


By the power of stuffing, fo turkey, 


1 command you to open! 


* pop * 


Nice move. 


1 guess | should stow away 
on that jet to advance the plot. 


Coal, one less device 
for me to write. 


N 


Triangle and Robert| 2: yeah. You'd think а 
gratuitous one-strip 
It's the year 2001 and 
I've got a bone and a 
black rectangle. Uh... 
now what 


One-strip. So this whole Starham 
thing wasn't just setup for an 


Are you serious? You're stuck? idiotic sight gag. 


parody would write itself. 


N 
No. I am going somewhere 


with the ham thing. 


Then skip the unnecessary 
pop-culture reference and 
get on with й. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | We've already left the 
jet, too. It's over there. Does Wonder Woman 


There's the bone! have these problems? 


Land here! 1 see! Thank you 
N for that lesson in | wouldn't know, 
We've already the perils of Miss Concarne. 
landed. stealth technology! 


| N 
— 21] | 2] 


Triangle ana Robert I can sense that 

Ah. Much of the power so-called Chosen One 

of the Starham remains | nearby! He's in the jet! 
in this... Starbone! I 


feel it! 
(great energy 


| flowing from 
bone into Linda 
—3 "ҳу 


1 also sense... по! 
It's impossible! Or... 


Miss Concarne? 
Your orders? 


t la 


Triangle and Robert Chosen One! The bone is| 


ра NM yours! Take it, quickly! 
Qs spotted me^ Use the jet! Leave us 
ии p= here! Do it quickly, 
о before | weaken! 


o 


Kh, yes. What would 
а plot be without 
gooty twists? 


What have I done.. 
my whole life... | was... 


| was... 


DOTT NE АН SEN NONE er, O0 


And then | took her advice 
and left before she finished 


In this strip? Yes. I have the bone. 
1 wonder what could have 


her interior monologue. Bion Mis eaten the = UR 
inyway, do you ccording fo lasi 
ео Баке the remains Sunday's strip, an 
story fo fell. of the Starbam inhabitant of the Oval. 
with you? | 


S S "P 


Hey! That's cheating! 
NE 


Triangle and Robert | №. Itis a subtle, slow-roasted | Well its out of the hands of the 


power, detectable to those | Meat Enforcers, and we can put it 


I still don't sense апу with all the other relics and artifacts 


power in this bone. closely attuned with meat. Іса Po аге guarding. That reminds me, 
Maybe all the power only dimly sense it myself. Robert, did you get that cursed 
ancl already NN thingy back from Mount Scary? 
Linda Concarne.. Yeah, it's with the Arc 
of the Cosecant\ 


1 told you never to mention 


^ that thing during the strip. 
T D embarassing. 


Triangle and Robert 


You're back! I've been 
worried sick! 


Woof woof. 


Why are you being 


Well, all's well that ends well. 
chased by robots? er aS et тат ends we 


T'll go get the flamethrower and 
finish them off. 
Bark whimper 
growl. 


i Ayaww, that's cule. 
Triangle and Robert Look! Now he's glowing and 
Peace and quiet. Except turning into a convex heptagon! 
for Cube's quest, the smoldering 
wreckage of those robots, and 
lingering questions about 
the Starham and Mr. 
Disease, we're actually 
betwaen plotlines. 


7 


A С, =з 
I think you can cross 


the Starham off the list. 


Adorable. 


Triangle and Robert | 2" Now itis a dog. And now if's not a dog again. 


Should we be worried that But should we 
the dog is mutating? be worried? 


Robert, it's nota PN | | N 


Triangle and Robert | is rapid-fire shapeshitting safe? ГА 


Wow. I'm really not sure 
Maybe we should take the. No, is rapid-fire if that pun makes any 


Бопе away пот it. shapeshifting inverted | sense at all written down. 


Cool! That form “ore G. 
had tentacles! i | | | 


Triangle and Robert | 1... live again. Thank you | Woof woof! Bow wow! Yip! 
It stabilized. for awakening me from my 


. transformation. Woof. 
It's... it's a polygon. Oh good, everything's 


N | bec aera 
OOM 5 


The Backstory of Cube Do not s Why 


wouldn't you return? 


My name is Cube. 1 am about to 

embark on a dangerous journey, 

and I am recording this so that, | It sounds better than "I'm 

if 1 do not return, the world will| recording this as an excuse for 
be able to hear my story. a recap and some exposition." 


Isn't honesty more 
important? 


Let me monologue. 


The Backstory of Cube 


The fact that the text is s 
antialiased attests to the 
importance of this log. If 1 fe 
in my quest, my story must be 
made known to all, for we are 
living in the Time of the Oval. 


To begin with: 1 am in truth a 
polygon, despite my shape. 
There was an accident during 
by birth. The details are 
unimportant, but know that I 
am indeed a polygon, as are 


you. Well, unless you're reading 


this in the comic strip, in which 
case you might be a human. 
Ah, humans... but 1 get ahead 
of myself there. ` 


Т ат an archaeologist by 
training. 1 came to work for 
the RDCLBA early in life. The 

RDCLBA is, basically, the 
government agency responsible 
for covering things up. My job 
was to destroy certain forms of 
evidence of ancient cultures, so 
that society would not be 
destabilized by too-rapid 
advance of knowledge. 
believed in my job for quite 
some time. 


The Backstory of Cube Gradually, 1 came to realize | At first, it was believed by the 
the importance of the ancients | RDCLBA, and so by myself, that 
This was before the comic strip. | ёо our own time. I began to the Fourth Race were a 
Years passed. 1 went where I look more closely before — | Widespread, but technologically 
was told, to newly-discovered | destroying artifacts, and I kept | Primitive, race of polygons. 
ruins, to ancient caverns, to some for my own study. L realized, however, ax | 
wherever ancient knowledge | The Fourth Race had a set of | learned more about them, 
waited to be found. And I prophesies... the Fourth Race. | that they were not polygons 
destroyed it. But, still, I learned. |! should explain what I know of| аё all. They were another 
them before going on to the form of life entirely. 
prophesies. 


The Backstory of Cube 


Any open-minded student of 
architecture can come to the 
same conclusion: the 
constructions of the Fourth 
Race were not designed for 
use by polygons. 


In many of their structures, 
in particular, ones which 
archaeology has dubbed 

"temples", there are writings 
that predict the future. As 1 
learned to decipher the 
Fourth Race's languages, 1 
realized that these prophesies 
speak of our own time, and 
many have come to pass. 


1 remained nominally an 
employee of the RDCLBA, but 
my aims were no longer theirs. 
Where they sought to protect 

the world by concealing ancient 

knowledge, 1 gathered that 
same knowledge, for it is m: 
firm belief that polygons wi 
need it to survive the Time 
of the Oval. 


The Backstory of Cube 


The Pudding-Watcher has 
arisen on our world, and the 
Oval itself has come and flies 


about for purposes unknown. 


The Time of the Oval, named 
in the prophesies, is upon us. 
1 have yet to learn what 
it means. 


Whatever the Time of the Oval 
portends, it is a grave threat to 
our survival on this world. It is 
to battle this threat that | now 
search the ruins, trying to 
uncover what learnings 1 can, 
hoping to defend polygonkind. 
And thus was the situation 
when the comic strip started. 


If you are a polygon reading 
this, you no doubt know the 
effects of the Cartoonist's 


entitled Triangle and Robert, 


then listen carefully, or read 

carefully rather, for much of 

what 1 am to say will be new 
to you. 


The Backstory of Cube |Then... the Cartoonist came, and 


Our world has not always been 
as you see it now. Ours was a 
vibrant world, lush with beauty 
and geometric complexity. We 
had three working spatial 
dimensions and a fourth one we 
could work with theoretically. 
There were far greater than 
two hundred fifty-six shades 


of grey, and true algebraic 
curves were commonplace. 


all became as you see it now. 
At first it seemed as though it 
had always been this way; 
only gradually did we come to 
realize what we had lost. 
The comic strip has been 
underway for more than a year 
now, and while life continues, 
it is without the joys we once 
took for granted. 


1 believe that the coming of 
the Cartoonist marked the 
beginning of the Time of the 
Oval. Our world has undergone 
one great change; another, 
possibly greater, change is to 
follow. Buried in this world's 
past may be the secrets to the 
future of our universe. 


The Backstory of Cube | ! was the first other polygon |They told me of their encounter 
they ever met. I did not know | with the Pudding-Watcher. It 


When the comic strip began, the who they were, and I was then that I became certain 

Cartoonist created two maintained my cover as an | that the prophecies concerning 

polygons,Triangle and Robert, | ice-cream man. Much later, — |the Time of the Oval were true, 
to be the main characters. they established themselves even the silly ones... no, 


Without pasts, they have never| as wacky scheme consultants. 
seen the true wonders of the | I had a cursed artifact 1 needed 
world, and yet its fate lies thrown in a volcano, 1 
in their hands, or lack thereof. | have the free 
myself, 1 hired them. 


especially the silly ones. 
1 continued my work, now 
knowing the urgency of the task. 


The Backstory of Cube | the Fourth Race was man. The 


Humans have figured in our 
myths, strangely-colored beings 


with limbs and complex biology, 


They are more than myth 

though, and their presence 

our world has not been 

to simply a few lost dimension 
travelers. 


Cartoonist insists that he has 
no relation to them, that the 
humans of our world evolved 
separately from those of his. 
I see no reason not to believe 

his claim. Still, it is no 
coincidence. Our world is in a 
comic strip now, and in a comic 
strip, there are few true 
coincidences. 


1 do not understand why the 
Time of the Oval is called such, 
but there is indeed an Oval. 
It came from the sky and acted 
confusingly. It's still around, 
flying from place to place on 
errands no one understands. 

It was when the RDCLBA 
attempted to capture the Oval 

that I first opposed them 
face-to-face. | ended up dead. 


The Backstory of Cube 


Some prophecies speak of a 


Chosen One who would be sent 


to carry out the will of the 

Beforings during the Time of 
the Oval. It appears that 

Triangle is this Chosen One. 
From beyond the grave 1 
aided him in his training, 
and led him to... oh yes. 

The Sentries. 


1 do not know if the races 
preceding polygons had 
Sentries, but polygons have had 
them since the dawn of our 
history. There have always been 
four, one for each of the 
classical food groups. The post 
of Sentry is passed from 
generation to generation, and 
each Sentry's duty is simple: 
to defend the world and 
polygons from supernatural 
and extraterrestrial threats. 


The Sentries are never public 
figures, but a few years ago, 
some time before the beginning 
of the comic, all four of the 
Sentries seemed to vanish 
entirely. While 1 was dead, 1 
saw them, and they are 
but I cannot remember where 
they are, or why they have not 
emerged. Anyway, I did lead 
Triangle and Robert to the 
Vegetable Sentry. 


And that brings me to my 
current journey. While 1 was 
dead, 1 saw an ancient electric 

peppermill, and it was very 

important for some reason. 
It somehow holds the key 
to the future of our spe 
Now that I have been revived 
by the Dragon Circles, 1 
intend to claim that peppermill, 
and learn what secret it holds. 


The Backstory of Cube 


Triangle and Robert awakened 
the Vegetable Sentry from a 
seemingly self-induced trance, 
and together they defeated 
Orpuddex the Pudding-Watcher, 
who had grown to gigantic 
proportions... none of this has 
anything to do with me or my 
story. The point is, | was busy 
when I was dead. 


If you find this message, and I 
have not returned from the 
Cave of Eternal Caveyness, 

please bring this recording to 
the offices of Triangle and 

Robert Wacky Scheme 
Consultants. They will know 
what to do with 


Are you the wacky scheme 


Triangle and Robert | Whenever we ask for something 


funny or exciting to happen, | end consultants? My wife's boss is 
That was boring. Now make up regretting it. coming over for dinner, and I 
something funny happen! burned down the house! 
Yes, but I end up 
Robert, don't entertained! This sounds like a job N 


tempt him. for a fake-taxicab 
/ misdirect. Triangle, find 
| | a hice vacant house. 


She would... except she'll be 
wearing virtual-reality goggles 
the whole time! 


| Hos this scheme 
ever been tested? 


Triangle and Robert 
You see, we'll bring your boss to 
a different NON-burned-down 
house, and get dinner 

catered there. 
Won't my wife notice 
it's not our house? 


» 


Not in the field, but according to 
extensive computer simulations, 
There's a 93% probability of 
misadventure. 


Is that good? 


N 
Tt is if you 
like misadventure. 


Triangle апа Robert| we nave misadventure. a a 
House ready Dinner ready Boss | Repeat, we have misadventure. no. I'm not saying this line. 
en route in... Robert, you're 
supposed to be driving the cab. Oh good, there's the cab пом. It's funny! 
See? These things take care 


N 
lo, X =. of themselves bumbisbee. Гу 


Triangle and Robert 


So it all worked out. Your wife's 
boss was too busy with the 
mutant insects to notice. 

the house was burned down, your 
wife got her promotion, and 

the evil supercomputer is being 

dealt with by local authorities 


AN 


Who's going to reattach 
my lower vertex! ?] 


But what? 


Hahaha! All's well 
that ends well! 


J You said it, Cartoonist 
You said it. WA 


Huh? 


Why not leave? You can't draw, 
your presence on this world has | write a book! Don't waste yourself 
only complicated things, and on a comic strip! 
you've admitted yourself that ya 
you're a lousy cartoonist. We'd get 
along better without you. 


You can write, sort of! Go 


But I have 
nowhere else 


холда; А book? With my 


attention span? 


Ne 


JR AM nV. 


Do SOMETHING! Work on a 
computer game! Learn how to 
play the accordion again! Do 
something you can actually 
be GOOD at! 


This is what I'm good at. 
Not drawing things is my 


greatest skill. S 


You can't be serious. 


Triangle and Robert 


There is a certain art Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! What was that for? 
to not drawing things. f 


No there isn't. 


N I panicked. 


Triangle and Robert] wnars going on? Um... 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 
How should I know? Ї 


I, too, am Prozac just work here. 
the Bear! 
1 demand thot I 
Hey! So may or may not be| 
MÀ T Prozac the Bear! 


Chicken in a Kilt! 


Triangle and Robert 
N 


Trillions of readers have 
written, e-mailed, called, 
and dreamsent asking what 
would happen if the 
Cartoonist were to, for 
some reason, go insane. 


by 


Well, it"s NOT GOING TO 

HAPPEN, okay? But I711 

tell you this much: if it 

did happen, which it's 

NOT GOING TO, the result 

could be summarized in 
three words: 


Semi-permanent 
flapjack exhibit. 


VENGEANCE! After all these | You will never de-lificate 
years of trying to get your another chicken! Prepare 
delicious cereal, | finally to be boarded! 

hold the lantern! 


Uh, okay. 
what? | | 4 | 


meanwhile 


Tm Prozac the Bear! Tim Prozac the Bear! Hil W Prozac the Bear! 


| T think the panels 


are out of order. | 


Triangle and Robert | cashew? No, 1 mean sousaphone. 


Well, it looks like the 
cartoonist's finally flipped 
his cashew. 


1 
Dad-gum it, I can't work 
under these conditions! 


We meet again, and this 
time you are virtually Outta my way or I'll pop 


squidless! a Pringle in your 
7 
2 ши! 
к» 
NInnIgess | < 
Tharetewy | es How can you be sure NS qe 
I'm going. fm going! l'm going! 


T'm not packing chips? 


The gratuitous attempts at 


surrealism are coming 
closer together 


Choose a door. 
© Choose "S 
I must be getting close to. 


well, something or other. Puzzle time! 


^ | 


Triangle and Robert 


One of us always 
tells the truth. 


© 


© 


And one of из 
always lies. 


This is familiar. 


Ask us a question. Ою. okay. 


© o | © 


Then choose а door. I guess that makes sense. 


You can't BOTH always lie, 
If one of you always lies, then | because if you did it would 
it can't be the case that one of | also be true that ONE of you 
always tells the truth AND one | always lies, and that would 

of you always lies, since that | mean one of you told the truth. 
would mean you were both 
telling the truth. 
n 


Triangleand Robert)... thinking about 
Get on with it. this too hard 


© © Get оп with it О) 


Ask a question. 
Obviously, you can't both always | Furthermore, upon accepting the 


tell the truth. Thus, the only | principle that one of you lies 

remaining conclusion is that sometimes, but not always, I am 
at least one of you SOMETIMES| ^ without means to discern 

lies, in which case І can derive | whether or not this is in fact 


no useful information from you. the case for BOTH of you. 


Look, It's very simple. 


e 


You ask a question, then 
you choose a door. © 


Okay, I've made my choice. 


© § 


You're walking 
into the wall? 


© 


That’s a very 
stupid choice. 


What wall? It's just 
a bunch of lines. 


© Hun? 


© 


Our life is a lie! 


M 


See you! 


Is that cheating? 


© 


1 по longer care. (С) 


Triangle and Robert | !f 7 were fully in command of | Nothing interesting is happening 


That wos seriously out my faculties, I'd have done This must be the eye of the 

of character. T actually | Something with a moose call | storm, T've reached the center 

used something closely and cilantro. The cartoonist's of his psyche. Now to get 
resembling logic. insanity must be affecting my some answers. 


mind... and possibly the minds of 
the entire world. 


Triangle and Robert 


and here they are! 


ANSWERS 


No! It is a trap! 


TRAP 


Thank you, Triangle the Prozac, 
you saved my lifel 


N 


That is all in 
a day's work. 


KABOOM! 


Hil It's Euclid s Postulates! 


Collect 
~~ them 
alil 


POSTULATE #1 


in a series of 5: 


Let the following 
be postulated: 
To draw a straight line 
from any point to 
any point. 


This is the most elementary 
straightedge construction. 
Euclid also uses the 
assumption that the line 
thus constructed is unique, 
though he does not explicitly 

state such. 


Triangle and Robert| м you're not Prozac the Bear doesn't 
draw a comic strip. 
Cartoonist! Speak! You 
cannot be silent herel 


Hi! I am too 
Prozac the Bear! 


Well, I'm Prozac the 


Bear the Cartoonist! 
Hi! I'm Prozac the Bear. 


Triangle апа Robert| | what did you just say? 


Not being able to draw is 
no reason to go insane. 


Uh... fear oy 
frozen peas, 
improper mongrel! 


Sure it is. 


No, I'm pretty sure you 
said "Sure it is. 


Ranch ahoy, 


reel 


in the squid caddy! 


, uad 


nof 4, 


х 
g 
Е 
8 
g 
Es 
E 

& 


N 


The Cartoonist must be 
recovering his sanity. NOW 


Baa? 


Triangle and Robert 
Оһ good, the rain of 


appliances has stopped. {it’s a #8 the time to STRIKE! 1 mean in the sense of 
weitknawn fact that sheep О "to attack", not "to refuse 
hate having appliances 5 85 я group to perform labor”. 
© 


dropped on them} 


9 
Ваа. урар, / should have been 


INSERT й 
Jess ambiguous. 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 

INSERT 

SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


INSERT 


‘SHEEP 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


Triangle and Robert | correct. which is precisely 


Information is power, As you | Why we will let Cube reach 
know, Cube seeks a peppermill| the cave before we attack. | Mo he can't. Thus, all combat 
of great knowledge. We must | Our air-ground forces will sheep will carry 
seize that peppermill. divide into three flocks. Flock | communicators enabling them 
9 A will attack Cube directly. to narrate the battle. The 
Flock B will secure the Cartoonist’s laziness will not 
INSERT surrounding area and prevent] © stepmyplam  / 
SUPERANTELLIEENT aid from reaching Cube. Flock аа, 
TER an C will enter the cave and Baa. — 
acquire the peppermill supe SERT cent | 
С) ТЕ ЕРАТНІС Ваа! , 


Ваа! 


o 


Triangle and Robert | We are over baa! We put 
Сире? ETA at five days, 


Baa! Telepathy won't) plus or minus baa! Shall 


work at this we land? 
L range. Engaging 
translator. 
НЕЕРСО о Negative. Go to hover 
PASEUNT E mode. Establish aerial 
M base formation. Be 


prepared to drop 
INSERT atany moment. 
SUPERANTELLIGENT О 
HIG о 


There's no way he'll дес 
here any sooner than baa. 
We could save fuel baa! 


Cube may surpríse you. 
Stay in the air. Establish 
cloud cover as 5000 as 
possible. Make no О 
assumptions. ó 


Triangle and Robert 


Yeah, my wound's not pretty, 
but you should see what 1 did 


to the oblong that gave it to me, 


It would have been nice to 
use some sort of vehicle, but 
Thad to cross the Speckled 


Т haven't encountered that 
dragony thing yet. 1 hope t 


don't. 1 saw a flock of flying 
Barrier at Pedestrians Crossing. 


creatures high in the air 
yesterday: they're gone now. | Still, I've hiked further than this. 


Hopefully those were our 
| "dragons". 


Euclid's Postulates | POSTULATE #2 


Collect them all. 


м 


їп a series of 5: 


Let the following 
be postulated: 

To produce a finite 
straight line 
continously in a 
straight line. 


This is another elementary 
straightedge construction. 
In modern geometry, what 
Euclid termed a "finite straight 
line" is called a segment. 
Again, Euclid implicitly assumes 
the uniqueness of this construction 


N 


Triangle and Robert | t think the toneliness might be 

getting to me. Perhaps I should 

It's hard to believe that terrain | have taken the rhombus along. 

so featureless can be so di 

The path to the cave is getting 
harder. 1 keep almost dying. 


ult. | The journey is so monotonous. 


I'm used to the feeling that I'm 
being watched. I've had that 
feeling even before the comic 
strip. Now, though, 1 have a 
feeling that I'm being watched 
by armed livestock. Odds are it's 
foreshadowing. 1 could use the 
excitement. | 


Triangle and Robert Cube is encamped for the V'some of us are nervous. 
night. He will reach the 
are ready t bas It ban. Bag Cave of Eternal Caveyness 
for your orders, baa. in the morning, barring 
y 7 7 any accidents. 


We've seen him fight. 


You should be nervous. 
He's a protagonist. You 


Speak more 


Ensure his safety until he | outnumber him enough, 
clearly. The though; the peppermill 


e opens the cave. | don't 
po anslator "i want the somewhat will be mine 
ЕЕ ing Up e dragon-like entities 

2 й getting him. INSERT 
iit © SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIC 


Triangle and Robert 


Flock B has escorted Flock 
НЕЕРСО С to the аіграѕе! We have 
BASEUNT S 
IEEPCOIN Baa! Cube has the baa! Hepeat, we have 
EI “opened the " 
s ironically, Flock C has acquired the 


T | the peppermill! 
the keyword was "baa". peppermill! Flock A is 


fighting Cube to a standoffi| Withdraw flock A and 
Your job isn't ta tell me Flock B is baa! Did you 
what's iranic. Narrate 


return home, Make sure 
get that? Baa! Cube stays on the ground. 
the battle. 9 
Hepeat flock B status. 
INSERT 
SUPER 


LLIBENT o 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
ó ‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | ; sense thoughts... no, not 


So this is it. The electric thoughts. Haw cognition. 
peppermill Cube was after. Sapience without sentience. 
Why? What knowledge | From a peppermill? What 
can such a thing held? sort of pepper is in this? 

o 


INSERT INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


Yes. Analyze it. 


Baa. 


\ 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Sheep... they rushed me... took 
the peppermill... jetpacked 


| 1 
A wounded polygon, J have the powee to heal 


far naaar aud ғо alone too- you, and you interest me. V fot 
us play a game. 
Wonderful. 
1 can't feel — 


my vertices. 


Triangle and Robert 


AN 


Bere i my riddle. Answer 
it if goa can. „У father grain | ow... yargh... Um 
and stomp lattices, „7 
reconstitute ionic compounds 
and set small chunks of plastic 
on fire. У whistle as J sing. 
but Jam silent as Y whistte. 


‘What is my name? 


Your answer, polygon? 
OWN WERRRRYARrrrE — 


‘Wow. That.. was a 
cently, really 


good guess. 


Baa 


Collect them all! 


INSERT 


SUPERINTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


POSTULATE #3 


in a series of 


Let the following 
be postulated: 
To construct a circle 
with any center 
and radius. 


Euclid's sole elementary 
compass construction, this 
postulate experienced a 
brief resurgence of 
popularity in the seventies, 
hosting a short-lived variety 


show in the autumn of 1974. 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


1 don't know, but now the 
strip's about us again. How is that possible? 


Triangle and Robert 


Robert! We're on! 
I can't come out now. 


т\т not decent! Please don't ask. 


\ 


What? What happened| 
with Cube's thing? 


Triangle and Robert 1 guess now would be as good 


While Robert gets ready in a time as any to demonstrate 
some unexplained fashion, I'm some of my culinary training 
supposed to provide filler. in a series af action poses. 


You're taunting me. 


You bet. 


Triangle ana Robert Triangle's Curly 


That's their problem. Separate 
Pentagonal Crisps 


pixels into a rectangular 


So... filler... filer... maybe | i saucepan. Steam at low heat 
г 4 cups powdered dairy tetrahedron 
should recite a recipe. 2.7 юв of grey pixels until SCOCOCO. Add tetrahedron 
Sounds godd. 1 packet high-viscosity couscous f Powder slowly, stirring thoroughly. 
Sounds easy to draw, 20° angles, to taste Once semi-firm, sprinkle 
‘you mean, couscous around édges. Press. 
7 How the helix аге | Sprinkle on angles if desired, 
yes! 


then chill for 34 minutes (do 
not expose to light). Cut and serve, 
immediately. Serves 5. 


PA Okay, uh, thaks. 


the readers going| 
to get any of 
this stuff? 


Triangle ana Robert| so. Let's get a plot going Hey, you made some of those 
How ebat some sory of pentagonal things! I bet you 
Okay, I'm ready. Sorry about nutty contest? Are there | could enter these in a contest! 


Thot. I was... busy. any competitions we can enter? They're goo: 


d. 
Well, 1 guess that 
How should I know? V - 
1 wont aN 4 brings us to the 
—. | I've just been cooking. теа Story. 
І /N /N 


i Uh... the speed of cultural change| T thought you were going to 
Triangle and Robert | ne inst decade, or if that’s enter fhem os the dirference 


taken they can symbolize between antifreeze and an 
NP-completeness. armadillo, 


Hi. I'd like to enter my Pentagonal 
Crisps in the dessert category. 


1 was about to, but then 
1 remembered that was 


stupid. N 


Cultural's fine. 


And what do 
they symbolize? 


Triangle ana Robert it would get better marks] Efficient, їп a brutal way. 7 
— the tirst entry in the dessert | if these seeds of its own The surprising thing about 
category is this chocolate layer. | destruction didn't keep | it is its subtlety. An eight. 
cake, symbolizing distribution getting caught in my 
ot wealth. Judges? teeth. | give it a six. 


The system just doesn't 
work. It's a three, and that's 
only because of ihe 
technological merits of 

ihe icing. 


It tastes really yummy! 
I give it a ten! 


Euclid's Postulates| POSTULATE #4 


in a series of 5: 


ом 

RS ...1 need medical attention... 
Let the following 1 

be postulated: 
That all right angles 
equal one another. 


Triangle and Robert | 1 don't know how many Therecipe's a bunch оѓ / 
Next: these fortune cookies, I've eaten, but I know I mystical gobbledygook, but 
symbolizing quantum ate them quickly. They're | 1 an't argue with the results. 


indeterminacy. a ten for me A nine. 
Т give them а nine, even though Paper tastes funny, I 
Тт not sure the fortunes were only liked the cookie part. I 
actually in the cookies before T give it a seven. 


opened them 


Triangle and Robert | The gelatin makes sense, 


Next entry: a gelatin-and-sushi but to go from there to Zero. Can I throw up now? 
construct symbolizing Pythazorass| sushi is a crime against 
later, less mathematical works. logic. | give it a 2. 


l'm not really famlliar with 

Pythagoras, but this does not. 
inspire me to learn more. ы А 5 
A four. Why isn't the fishie moving? 


Triangle and Robert | (consumed a tot, but t still | Distinctly vague, yet with 


a 
These curly pentagonal | fee! empty inside. That vague sense of... uh... 7 
crisps are the next entry | means plenty of room for 


- something distinct... oh 
in the dessert category. more! A nine. d 
They represent the speed whatever. | enjoyed eating 
of cultural change over them; they're a ten. 
the past decade, I'm not sure if they're a genuinely 
К> > new concept or an inevitable The pointy bits hurt, but they 
incremental improvement, but sure are yummy. I'll give this 


<> they're a definite ten. entry a six. 


Triangle and Robert | This is the blandest error It raises interesting — / 
final dessert entryis | diffusion I've ever tasted. | questions, but instead of 


Th asio! ver 

this esror-dittusea circte, | 15 like it was sitting ona attempting to answer them 

representine the difficuity | Shelf for fourteen years. | it just sits in my stomach 
€f fairly compensating I'm giving it a zero. like a brick. I'll give it a 6. 


id creative 
st system. | Its not a bad dessert, but | don't 
get the metaphor. What was it 
supposed to mean again? Тез like a Sunday treat on 
Something about patent law? Thursday! Totally a ten. 
MI give it a five. 


Triangle and Robert | Triangle. I knew that we would | You have a great deal of raw 


You're tied for first place with | О battle at some point.1am | talent, but your lack of discipline 


the fortune cookies! Now what | Slad we can do it peacefully. in will downfall you. 
happens? NV honest competition. Downfall isn't a verb. 
Sudden death round. 1 thought | recognized, And so it begins. 


your cookies. | 


УЫ УЫ 


Triangle and Robert | Peanutst You are more capable There won't be a next move. 
Clotted cream? Ha. You taught than I bad thought. Taste my Kung pao! 


me to defend against that yourself. 
, | You'll love my next move. You call that Szechuan? 
Tm jast warming ap. I've SWEAT spicier sauces, 


and I don't have any 
sweat glands. Youre cocky, 
| 


| 
C SUPR cg 


Euclid's Роѕїшатеѕ| POSTULATE #5 


Collect them alll 


in a series of 5: 


Tet the following 


be postulated: 
ht line falling on 


ht lines makes the 
ior angles on the same side 


less than two right angles, the two 
Produced 


straight lines, 
mitely, meet on that side on 


inde 
which are the angles less than the 


two right angle 


This postulate, also known as the. 
Parallel Postulate, is by far the most 
controversial of Euclid's original five. 
Many attempts were made to remove it 

from Euclidean geometry, eventually 

resulting in the formation of the 
so-called "elliptical" and "hyperbolic" 
geometries. Despite this treatment, 
the Parallel Postulate is not bitter and 
7 still makes public appearances. 


Triangle and Robert 


Robert, get back! You're allergic 
to my next attack! 


[thought the rhombus was 
only allergic to chocolate. 


N 


УРУ 


That's right. 


Mo! You're joking! 
N 


1A 


No joke. | have surpassed 


you, teacher. 


z 


A 


Triangle and Robert | Prepare yourself for a blast of 
It appears that Triangle is PURE 
going to attempt a flavor 


blast... but where are his CHOCOLATE! 


Ingredients? I can see 


. И This can't be happening... 
chocolate... and that's all. ‘What? That's impossible.| — but it is! Overturning 
This CANT be what it looks 


BN everything we thought we 
», it " knew about cuisine, this 
е, it must bo some sort ^ equilateral triangle has 
/ of trick. 
successfully used pure, 


full-strength chocolate! \ 


TriangleandRobert| Triangle? 1s ne. Rest now. Talk when you 
Chocolate... | now understand Hel live. N get your strength back. 
what the Food Pyramid was 
saying... Triangle! If you ever 
meet bim again, give bim... 
my apologies... 


зо... во very 
bitter... 


РА 
/ Мн 


Sweetened. Not the 


i Huge. Th -magic is based 
Triangle and Robert | Huge. The cuisine-magic is base pip 


| actually did it. Pure chocolate... | ?'ound the four food groups: meat, 
1 actually created a flavor blast dairy, vegetable, and grain. | Cocoa powder? 
Before today, chocolate was a 


of pure chocolate. It's only really | secondary ingredient, a flavoring Inedible. 
hitting me now. agent... there was always milk, or Carob? 
How big a butter, or cream... never chocolate 
deal is it? on ite own. Carob is another 
thing entirely. 


N | What about dark | 
^ chocolate? A / ) 


Triangle and Robert 


So there are really 
The Food Pyramid tried to teach 


I'm going to claim my prize, take 


Mr. Disease to the hospital, and 
six food groups? go home. | don't want to deal with 
a different way of categorizing too much publicity. 
foods... he separated Fruits from Con I lick the 
Vegetables, and classified Fats, | !ËS more fundamental Spoon? N 
Oils, and Sweets as a group of |tPan that. With the right Believe me. 
their own. And he was right. recipes, food can е; 
7 я be categorized any You don't 
way at all. There's want to. 
nothing special about 


any particular number 
ot groups. 


Triangle and Robert | Well. if he does end up dying... | T don't think he's breathing. 


Are you sure he'll be okay? 
No one's ever gotten hit like 


He won't rss by 1 don't think he's 
that before. DN chocolate" is a vastly supposed to be. 
1 know my own strengi overused phrase. He's 


Jr 


| IPS just ina 1 of shock. 


/N 


Triangleana Robert 


PN 


‘J Will tenvel with you to the 
Speckled Barrier and 
keep you safe. 


You have e3rreetly answered 
my eighth and final riddle, and so | 
A violin with a missing string. restore you to full health. 


4 


Triangle ana Robert 


finally. I just need to 
cross and 1 can rent 
a moped for the rest 

of the way back. 


That was easy, they 


didn't even need ID. 


" 


mopeds, so 
let's just sort of skip 
this next part. 


т can't dr 


Triangle and Robert 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 
Nd OVAAAAAAAALI 
Are you а medication too? 


I want to be your friend! 


// Then get out of 
6; . A 


Triangle and Robert 
REE THOP CS 
GR Oe we 


You're coming with me. 


The RDCLBA'I listen 
to me now. 


А 


However, unbeknownst to... 
"unbeknownst". What kind 
of an archaic word is 
that? "Unbeknownst". It 
looks like it belongs in 
an Anachronism Fest. 
Where was І? 


Triangle and Robert | So you wont listen to me? Do you have proof? \ 


The RDCLBA is no longer Not yet. 
interested in the Oval. We've What are you going to ci set it? 
lost too many polygons say? Let me guess. The am you get i 
trying to obtain it. ICI framed you for all 
those killings. 
No, but | know who can. 


А @ That's it exactly. 


Triangleand Robert There can only be one You know? 


I read of your achievement. | explanation for your 
y X prowess. Doubt me if you N 
How did you will, but you are the Chosen 


getin here? 


One of the Beforings, the 
| mortal instrument of 
their will. 


Read the strip archive. Ive 
known that for a while. 
^ 


1 know. 


Triangle and Robert | "Ones". We work as a team. Someone has to be. 
So you want to hire Robert and me В . . 
1o prove your innocence. He's comic relief. Your methods are 


^ Yes. You may be questionable. 


the only one 


You hire us as a x 
who can. 


team or not at all. 


/N 


Triangleand Robert| You hire us, we use a wacky 


None. | don't 
scheme. That's what we do. No fight for hire. 
We're not mercenaries, we're epic battles, no undercover x 
wacky scheme consultants, and Е infiltration, no roottop 
I'm the one in charge of planning, Shoutouts not invo ving geese, 
You're a fool. | can get the triangle's 
N 


help no is way? Then I have no choice. 


Prove my innocence, 
J^ А A or not. 


i; Good. | have some serious doubts | Details. 
Triangle and Robert about that hing 


Geese? We sneak in disguised 

Twas speaking as a Gaussian integer and 
hypothetically. The plant a microphone. 

launcher's still not 

ready for field use. 


N 


I think we're best off 
going low-tech for 


What makes you think itl 


pick up anything useful? 
I don't. That's 
just the N, 
beginning 


Triangle and Robert | My reasoning is based around a. | Okay, and then we go in again 
I'm not denying that i's possible, | Series of puns so ludicrous as to | under the guise of sound recording 
but how can we be confident that | be unspeakable. I'd rather not | lumberjacks, and make excuses 

the planted microphone WILL grow] have to explain any of it out loud.) to get near the Food Pyramid's 


а microphone tree? case files. 
It's better if But the net result is that 
I don't say. ме can be sure of a No... that sounds too 
N microphone tree? easy. We need another step. 


ves. N 


Triangle and Robert | we'll use that as a decoy. S 
Т know! Triangle, remember that} While the guards are busy 


leftover inflatable octopus? | deflating it, we can easily get | The planning session ran 


the Food Pyramid’s file. well into the night. In 
the morning, Triangle and 
How could 1 forget? N Robert set off for 


How about getting 
back out? 


/N 


Austria. The Food Pyramid 
followed. 


Triangle and Robert 


\ crossing the language 
barrier without incident, 
Triangle and Robert scon 
reach the headquarzers of 
the International Culinary] 
Institute. The first phase 
of Robert's plan succeeds 
with surprisingly few 
complications. 


Is this the file we're 
looking for? 


It looks like й, but 
what's it doing out 
in the open? 


AN 


"4 


There's a note. 


Chosen One! This is 
what you're looking for! 
Take it and go! You'll 
have a head start! 


- Linda Concarne 


She has nice handwriting 


Triangle and Robert | tits a trap, its already sprung. Hey! I'm supposed to be the 
She knows we're here. 


We're just gonna take one that applies logical reasoning! 
the file and go? к 
You're right. 
Yeah. What else There could be some 4 


ап, What a тпеге gould be зоте | Objection withdrawn. 
they might be using us N 
^^ to find the Food Pyramid. 


Triangle and Robert 


If there's a transmitter in it, 
what can we do? We still need 
to get it out of here. We'll just 
check it over before we 
give it to the Food 
Pyramid. 


^ 


Chosen One! You're |! don't know! Just move! 
supposed to get out When | figure out what's 
"of here! І can't delay | going on, I'll let you 
the alarm forever! know. 
What's going on? Why In this strip, that's more of 
are you helping me? an "if than a "when". 
N 


N 


TEIANCUEIRD eS Afraid of finding out too much? 


You sure we should just leave? | No, they're just so boring. 


There's some 
sort of conspiracy 
story arc going on, 
and | want to get everything? 
far away from it. 


They left the building. 
What, do I need to draw 


Triangle and Robert| _Wel yes. This file could 


shatter the ICI monopoly 
At the offices of the forever. 
RDCLBA, a short time 

later... 


Satisfied? 


Thank you. 


And my... request? 


We should be able to fit you in. 
‘We'll fet you know when 
[something appropriate comes up. 


i "m I don't know.... Can we safely 
Triangle and Robert) vean, butwhats his ange? count the cartoonist as a friend, 


We gave him the file and Whose side should we be on? or even an ally? 
ha just took off. В 
Don't worry about it. What do you mean? 
He paid in The plot"!l take care N 
advance. of itself. 


AAT 


Triangle and Robert | tm nere for the peppermill. 


Don't test me. I'd rather 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear, and Get out of my way. get through this with as 
this is a clumsy attempt at little violence as possible. 
a seguel Baa. 
N Ж Ваа! 
pres INSERT 


SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 
Sheep. Why did it 
have to be sheep? 


o INSERT| 
INSERT MENS SHEEP 
SHEEP o 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


"d 


While Cube meant his 
question as a simple 
Indiana Jones reference, 
it is in fact a very 
important question, 
which in a way lies at 
the very heart of the 
Time of the Oval. 


one 


^4 


This is not the time to 
tell the full sheep story, 
however. For now, it 
will suffice to say that 

ery little of what 

happened on Triangle and 

Robert's trip to Scotland 
was by chance. 


Triangle and Robert | you mean it's not electric? | Yes ! did hear you the first 
nan (ге ne time, but the readers couldn't. 
There's no visible power 


Cube's here already? How's 


the peppermill research? source? 
© o 
о 


E 


Baa! INSERT . 4 


Baa. INSERT ‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 
TELEPATHIE ‘SHEEP 


‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Vonk: 
INSERT | 


коне V 


INSERT 


SHEEP prem 
тиген 


u 
It doesn't matter how 
many you jump on in a row, 
I'm not giving you a l-up. 


INSERT 


wv 
SHEEP uf 
Ug 


“4 
Triangle апа Robert T vo Me dee tne 7 | Once upon a time there were 


1 already said my thingy! Cube/Cornersheep battle | three little Walsh matrices. 
What am 1 doing in MA visually. There's this Я " 
pil age open | lois ОН The first Walsh matrix was 


in Henderson row-order, and 

the others always picked on 
it because it had so many 
symmetries. The second. 


the Cornersheep has, plus 
Cube managed to get some 
sort of weapon.... I'm not| 
even going to try drawing 
any of it. Cover for me. 


Y. Prozac the Bear! 


Wow, this is actually 
making sense. N 


Hooray! I get to tell a story! 


УА 


Triangle апа Robert | They all lived in a modest | The story doesn’t really work 
The second little Walsh matrix| London flat. С flat, I believe | without the song. TII tell a 
was made of wood, and the it was. Every morning they | different one! Legends say 

third little Walsh matrix was | would go to school singing — [that long, long before polygons, 
played by Roger Moore for | their favorite song, which І | the world was inhabited by 
seven films can't remember the words to. | giants composed of pudding. 

4 They were called the Puddans. 


Y 


Triangle and Robert | The greatest of the Puddans 
The world was still moist, its | was their King, Tapiocus the 
crust still primordial pudding, | Lumpy. He stood a mile tall 

Small puddic creatures swam | and the planet shook when he 


Finding no Puddan worthy to 
be his bride, he instead 
married a glacier, and 


together they built а yogurt 
7 about and ate each J did calisthenics. palace in the sky, a palace 
other, On the surface of ten thousand flavors, 
walked the Puddans, / 
on their mighty unreliable 
semisolid limbs cum K smreliable 
С omrelisble 
narrator 


narrator 


Triangle and Robert King Tapiocus, however, looked | she fell upon the plotters, but 


down and saw them plotting, | they t dh ide th 
Some Puddans became ! еу trapped her inside the 
Jealous of their king s апа he sent forth his vast saucepan, As she was a 
consort to crust 
palace and built a giant ^ glacier, she began to melt. 
saucepan to put it in, 
so that they would not 


have to look upon it. 
still 


unreliable —> 


narrator 


Triangle and Robert 
The plotters formed a circle 


He bargained with them, 
offering them valuable 


coupons for yogurt and 
around the saucepan, and King талу other vreasüred 
Tapiecus could not break things. They refused and 


Z through it to 
rescue his beloved. 


refused until his cffers 


"4 


narrator - max 
[<< unreliability 


totaled half his treasury. 


When they finally 
accepted his bargain, it 
was too late, for the 
beauteous glacier had 

melted away. 


P4 


Triangle and Robert 


Hey! What happened 
to my voice? 


L 


I, uh... forgot 
who was telling 
the story. 


So, as you see, Prozac 
the Bear's incessant 
repetition of his name 

is not done to annoy. It 
is in fact a defense 
mechanism, evolved to 
prevent this sort of 
thing happening. Prozac's 
unique position as a 
pharmaceutical makes him 
extremely vulnerable to 
changes in the 
cartoonist's mental state. 


N 


Tm Prozac the Bear! 


Thanks. 


Triangle and Robert 


Yes! 1 have the peppermill! 


It doesn't look like much. 


Hey! Shouldn't it at 
least be glowing? 


Triangle and Robert 


It seems safe enough... 
I'm going to disassemble 


`- 


There aren't any batteries or 
anything... 1 can't even find 
any moving parts. The inside 

of this peppermill is filled with 
little symbols and diagrams. 


a 


E 


This can't be a peppermill. 
The symbols must mean 
something... maybe it's 
a time capsule, left by 
the Fourth Race to tell 
us what's going on. We 
could sure use some 
ancient exposition. 


Triangle and Robert | Peppercorns go in here, and That is not yours to 
N pepper comes out there. How? know, polygon. 
/ 


Òn the flight home, Cube | Where's the mechanism? And 


continues to fiddle why is this thing important? 
around with the HL The Pudding-Watchert 
now-disassembled artifact. What are you doing 
We join this scene, here? N 


already in progress. 


Triangle and Robert | You're working as a steward. | Enjoy your vegetable matter 


Here are your complimentary | Only until my power while you can, polygon. All 
peanuts, polygon. When I | returns. Do not cease shall return to pudding yet. 
return, shall I bring chicken, | to fear my wrath. 
/ fish, or salad? ^ Salad’ No dressing, please, 


just croutons. N 


co 
co 


Triangle and Robert | Can 1 get another 1 told you before, cut it out. 
You said yourself you 


Can 1 have some peppercorns? | flight attendant? bur: 

You intend to test need this job. 

the device. No. Orpuddex? Are you 
hassling another 


passenger? 


Triangle and Robert Where are they? Uh, don't panic, but we're 


You gave everyone in first И out of lemon-soaked paper 
class по tea, and now this? | Between the herring napkins. 
Give that man his and (ће... 
peppercorns and apologize И 
for the inconvenience. Marmalade. _| We still have 
Found them. those little 


biscuits, right? 
The cheesy ones? 


We should have 


hired that nice Janice’ 
Pearce-Smith.... 


Triangle and Robert | Savor this small victory 
Here. Take your while you can. When my 


peppercorns, mortal. power returns, you will 
" be made to suffer as 
red enjoy you have never 
Ў suffered before. 
I'm sorry, did 


oo p say something? 


Now let's find out what 
makes this thing tick. 


Triangle ana Robert Oh, really? Why not? Whenever someone gets 
I will warn you one last me going I end up explaining 


time. The secrets of that I'm not saying. way too much. 
peppermill are not yours | You don't even know 
< to know. what it does, do you. 
N 


oo 


It seems to be glowing now... 


What th. 
So those 


geometric figures? 


le symbols on the 


inside of the peppermill weren't 


there to represent anyti 


a 


SU 


44eqos рие euer ү 


Triangle and Robert 
B8. 
| бо fish 


Come on Advance N 
to Illinois... 


Hey, you're cheating! 


What? 


You have to put the black 
queen on the white bishop 


$ 


1 do not! | have 
diplomatic immunity! 


Only to electric attacks 


N 


Um... aren't you just 

supposed to keep banging 

the lever, then count how 
many marbles you got? 


N 


Fine, ll trade in my 
tiles instead. 


Triangle and Robert Wel, your Lassie vs. Flipper | They are? What's supposed to 
doesn't take place in Tokyo. be scary about that? 
What's your point? / 


You know, we have Hungry 
wBungry Hippos here tco, 
but it doesn't require 
special graph paper. Uh, Triangle, their 
Lassie and Flipper are 
normal-sized. 


Um... Timmy doesn't 
breathe fire either. 
УА 


Eleven-sided dice? 


Triangle and Robert 
So you're still on basic HHH, first Those aren't even 
edition? Did that even have physically possible 
character classes? in our geometry. 


"4 What? 


ZN 
КТА /N 


Well, the hippos + 
different cclors. 


4 
There are пб regular 
ll-hedrens where 1 
come from. 
But... then what do you 
throw at weddings? 


Irregular ones, 
obviously. 


7 


Jriangle and Robert | "11, 


Hold on here, you've both 
referred to the practice 
of throwing rice at 
weddings yourselves in 

past strips. 


You mean you're just 


noticing your continuity 
rs NOW? © 


you see, the thing 
Hey, look, they're 
talking about the Food 
Pyramid on the ne: 


is... 


Hooray for desperate 
story transitions! 


Revelations about the Food 
Pyramid's arrest and conviction 
continue to come to light. It now 
appears that the murders of 
which the once-beloved nutrition 
guru was accused never 
actually took place. 


^ Y 45 | 


Triangle and Robert | Authorities term it "unlikely" 
that the popular dice game 
In other news, a passenger was being played in the cockpit 
plane vanished over the at the time. The passenger list 
Asymptotic Ocean last night. included controversial 
The last radio transmission archaeologist Cube. 


was normal until the end, . / 
when the pilot suddenly Next: Sports scores! 


exclaimed "Yahtzee", BN 
/ 


But first, some annoying 
static so you'll change 
the channel. 


Triangle and Robert | aca make things easier| Сире never dealt straight with 


i or me, but as always I 1 
So Сире plane vanished | nave 2 Tacky 1 lam im сазе] him? Mb s eva sare 
suppose we're supposed to have ckup p J him? Besides, he's a survivor. 
investigate? you don't go along with He's not in any trouble 
the plot voluntarily. he can't handle. 


Use it. | can't bring 
myself to care. 


A ОА 


s 4 T, И 
Okay, so І was bluffing | Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! You Mr. Soap, do you like 


about having a backup must be Mr. Soap. adventures? 
plan. Here's some 2 9 


pointless filler while I 
try to figure out what 


comes next. 


I'm really sorry 


Triangle and Robert about this, folks. 


will not be appearing. p 


Triangle and Robert | we could go where Сез | Oh, T have an even better 


Let's go on an adventure, plane vanished and look ideal Let's learn how frozen 
Mr. Soap! for him, Mr. Soap! yogurt is made! 
^ 


Triangle апа Robert| Why should I do you 
N Miss concarne, 1 need any favors? 


someone to rescue Cube, 
and you bave the 
resourc: . 


What? Oh! You! 


SI 


I can restore your past. 


No deal! 1 don't know 
what you want from 
Cube, but I'm not 
interested in playing 

your game! 


N 


I think you'll 
change your mind. 


Triangle and Robert |1t's the Time of the oval] 1f т ùid, the peppermiii 


Great changes are going to| would be meaningless. 


1 might not have all [bef221_ your planet whether 
М it's in a comic strip ог а 
my memories, but | сап not. Believe me, I'm Was that a meaningful 
remember back to before looking out for sentence or a cryptic 
you started this strip polygonkind. mishmash of words? 
of yours! Our Then help Cube N 
world was yourself! 
beautiful! Shining! Prcbably neither. 
Internally 


consistent! 


Triangleana Robert| үз think he could Hmm, Robert alone on an / 


rescue Cube? away mission.... I guess 


My place is here until Mr. it's something te write 
Disease regains His tactics are unorthodox,| about, at least. How's 
consciousness. Have but he is very resourceful, | мг. Disease doing, anyway? 


Ф | if the strip archive speaks 
you asked the rhombus? р p The doctors say he 


blinked a few da: jo. 
inked a 
\ N "4 уз ag 


He doesn't 
have eyelids. 


Yes. They're worried. 


Triangle and Robert 


Are you a wacky enough 
rhombus te rescue the 
archaeologist? 


N 


Give me a lawn 
ornament long enough 
and I wil! move N, 
the world. 


How about a submarine and 
some frozen dinner. 


I'd feel more comfortable 
if I had a plastic flamingo 
to work with. 


N 


N 
I can't draw lawn 
ornaments, or lawns. 
I also can't draw 
submarines, but I 
can fake that. 


A cement frog and 


it's a deol. N 


Triangle and Robert 
Crewing his new submarine 
with a variety of outdcor 
decorations, Robert sets 
off for the coordinates 
of the vanished plane's 
"4 last transmission. 


Unfortunately, there 
is a stowaway. 


Two stowaways, 
z Нез Mr. Soap! 


4. 
Okay, two stowaways 


including Mr. Soap. Why 
aren't you touring a 
frozen yogurt production 
facility? 
They chased me away. 
I guess the chocolate 
bar people told them 
what I dia. 


*blij 


Yeoman Crunch! Radar report! 


Triangle ana Robert 


You ate Yeéman Crunch. 


That explains many things. 


Z 


*blip* 


Oh, there's a sunkén city 
thing off to starboard. 
You might want to 
look at it. 


Did I ask for 
7 your help? 


*blip* — 


Triangle and Robert 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear, 
and he's Mr. Soap! 


боз 


Get out of EN submarine. 


We're pry 


z 


In hindsight, I should have 
surfaced before T said that. 


Triangle and Robert 


Prozac doesn't requiré 
gasecus oxygen. 
He'll be fine. 


But what about... 


/ 


+ Mir. Soap! 


Noooooo00! 
/ & 
e 


He was my best friend! 
Tm Prozac the Bear! 
SET 


Triangle and Robert | Не». a ruined city! Maybe 
` . someone there Knows why 
Od Mr. Soap went away! 
о Oo € y 
My friend... Мг. Soap 
he's gone. How? Why? 
(мю 


Your "friend" was 
water-soluble. 


N 


Despite the lack of light 
in the deep sea, Prozac 
catches sight of the ruin. 
It is a city of squares, 
cubes, and ninety-degree 
angles. Time and the sea 
have marred its precision 
only slightly. The age of 
the city is difficult to 
determine, but it appears 
to have been inhabited by 

not humans. 


N 


polygons, 


^ 


Great. Cube's last hope 
You mean that's important? is a giant antidepressant 
capsule. 


Triangle and Robert 


There's no sign of 
the plane anywhere. 


/ 


It's an ancient 


city in the middle Tt could be worse. 
of the Asymptotic WA 


Ocean. Doesn't 


How? 
that sound 
Uh... thé ) important? I don't know, but 
ruined city... Well, when you put I'm sure that 
it that way, I Something’ Il turn up. 


guess not. 


Triangle and Robert Ow! You're... pointy. viet... 
Hil Im Good 
Prozac the 


Bear! N 


o 
o So 
[9] 


Triangle and Robert | Youre in а confinement square. 1 feel sleepy 
Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 'on't move around too much. 


Where am I? 


Triangle and Robert 
This is the lost city of Tetris. 
Tetris? You mean like 
the video game? 


The game was loosely based on 
the legend, The Tetreans were 
said to have built their vast 
city of prefabricated cubes, 
until the cubes were packed so 
densely into rows that the city 
sank under its own weight 
and vanished from the earth. 


Is that what you're 
doing here? 


Not exactly. I think it is 
why they put me in a square 
by myself though. Everyone 

else from the plane i: 


much larger square. 


one 


Was he on the plane? I see. Can you describe 


Triangle and Robert 
your friend to me? N 


Do you know where my А 

tnd None we Ne Tech th me 
underwater he turned all 
foamy and disappeared, 


Well, he's little, and oblong, 
and has the word “SOAP” 
on him, and he didn't talk 
or move around much, Do 
you know him? WA 
Well, your desc 
does sound familiar. 


Triangle and Robert | esp dissolves in water. Hm. Let's concentrate on 


T think you'll find that your Theo how do 1 make | РЕ first. L think if we 


"friend" was a bar of soa : ч could get а bit of three- 
Р. him un-dissolve? | dimensional motion going. 
Se? 


we could get out of these 
squares. Try vibrating. 
That sounds naughty. 
N 


Triangle ana Robert Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 


5o far so good... I'll need Me too! 
to move more than this to 


get around the square though. how are you doing? B 


Just a little more... Prozac, 


Triangle and Robert Can you help me get out now? 
Uh, how can you be Зан һа What? I'm Prozac 
in two places at once? x the Bear! 


Oh, we're not 
anywhere at all 


Triangle апа Robert Yay! | Now if we can stay away from 


the automata, we might be able 


{think you can get my square | to bust everyone out of here. 


open from the outside. Try рерни 
re the automata the 


pressing on the corners. 
pointy things? 
Yes, the automata N 
ae the pointy things. 


Triangle апа Robert Tm Prozac the Bear! But, of course, Cube was 


I'm having trouble fitting the it. Rescue now N architecture is monotonous 
Tetreans into my archaeological| archaeology later. 


le and nearly unnavigable 
timeline. My best guess is that. | If there were just a without a map and an 


they're early polygons whose | few items of scenery, abacus. Fortunately, 
development was dramatically |! could probably find Prozac the Bear's unique 
advanced by surviving Fourth | а Way to the main abilities are quite 
Race technology. holding area. applicable to this 


Triangle and Robert 
Where are you going? 
А bunch of people 
need to be N 
happy! 


He must be going to free the 
other passengers. 1 might as 
well tag along. Once we're all 
free, though, we still have to 

get out of here... 


Meanwhile, a submarine 
circles... 


You know, if I can't get 
the left turn signal to 
stop blinking in the next 
few hours, I'm just 
gonna leave it on 
and go straight 

anyway. 


Lm 


Triangle and Robert 


N 


Look out! 


Huh? Whoa. 


^ 


5o you finally showed up. 
‘Where were you when I 
got captured in the first place? 


4 


You had to come here. 
I think you've already 
started te understand 

what the peppermill 
means.... if I just came 
right out and told you, 
that wouldn't be 
archaeology, and it 
wouldn't mean as much. 


Whoops! Trap doort 
| Dr 


Triangle and Robert 


f 


THUMP 


Now where am 1? 


Just another nondescript 

corridor. Wander around 

aimlessly until you can 
hear Prozac. 


N 


I'm not a wacky rhombus. No 
wandering. I'm going to set 
out in a methodical fashion 
and make a map. 


I bet you lcved the first 


two Bard's Tale games. 
ne 


Triangle and Robert | Yeah! Or... maybe... о... | 1 hope that cheered you up! 
perform... a really terrible 


1те 1 1 
Hey! It's Prozac the Bear! juggling act. Bye bye, happy people! N 
He must be here Should we... 
4 dont think 
hed hear us. 


CJ | C103 LIC 


Triangle and Robert | See? The map helpeat 


Can anyone hear us? 
Help! 
1 can hear youl I'll 


be right there! 
—_» 


Fine. 


Can you hear 
me in there? 
How сап I 
get ур out? 


Not by 
juggling. 


\ 


Triangle and Robert 
When do the automata 
patrol by here? Is there 
a regular pattern? 
Automata? 
hne pointy things. 


Why do you call them, | Yes, well... yes. That peppermil 
automata? 1 was playing with drew the 

` attention of Tetris's defenses. 

He must know The actual inhabitants of the 


city are long since dead, but 
their servants continue to 
perform their functions. 


"4 


something we don't. 


Triangle and Robert | It's hard to believe, but The Fourth Race had 


It all goes back to the Fourth Ibelieve it. If the ; 5 
Race. Some of you might have | Cartoonist is possible, condiment technology? { 
read about my research and anything is. That's... that's... 
its conclusions. 
7 Well then, you know that That's a very minor det 
the Fourth Race weren't Actually, the Fourth Race's 
polygons. That peppermi cuisine contains many strange 
ї had on the plane was a parallels to our own. I now 
relic of theirs. know why that is, but let 


me get back to the 


РА 


Triangle and Robert 


Uh oh. What does the 
shading mean? 


NO 


2% 
I've deactivated the 


automata for a bit so you 
can finish the peppermill 
exposition. 
And then what? 


N 


ve 
You should be able to 
escape without any 
additional help. Just 
tell the story. 


Hmm... no. 


Triangle and Robert 


Last time 1 advanced the 
plot for you, 1 ended up 
dead. Right now, I'm the 

only one who gets the whole 

point of the pepperm 


N 


That means you'll keep me That doesn't make me any 
alive. If I give the exposition more confident. You're 
you want me to give, I'm dangerous, and I'm holding 
useless to you. on to the one card І have. 


It's not like I killed That isn't a punchline. 
you cn purpose 


ne v 


Y 


riangle and Robert 


I guess I have to 
negotiate. 


Don't bother. 1 don't need 
anything from you. 


N 


Only the automata can 
open the confinement 
square, and they're 

deactivated until I say 

otherwise. 


I don't need to open the 
square to free the passengers. 


Triangle and Robert 


Robert, jiggle the running 
light controls a little 
to get the turn signal 

to turn off. 


Aye-aye. 
7 


4 
Cube'll be fine, 


I think. 


Aye-ayel 
/ 


4 
Aye-aye? 

Small primitive nocturnal 
forest-dwelling primate of 
northern Madagascar that has 
a round head, large eyes and 
ears, and long thin fingers! 


"4 


going back ta me now? 


Triangle and Robert | Does that mean the plot's What about the peppermill? J 


You were right. Cube can 
take care of himself. Yeah. Mr. Disease Cube will eventually 
By now he’s probably should be conscious publish his research. 


soon. I'll just have to 


freed everyore and is 
wait until then. 


working on fixing the 
Tetrean teleportation pad. 


Triangle and Robert 
He's coming around, 
folks! He'll be okay 

and ready to 


Oh no, he 
thinks he’s 
Duke Togo! 


I have no idea why 
Ijust =“ that. 


ow v V 


Triangle and Robert 


How... bow long bas it been? 
Have the other Sentries been 
found? 

Not long. 


Noon... news! Ineed... Harry back. | may need wiping. 
„пема! 
lll go get some 
papers and the 
past strips. 


m VV V 


Pus 
Do not forget, Orpuddex 
knows much and reveals 
little. Chance brought 
him to Tetris, but he 
has plans. 


Having slipped out of the 
group confinement square 
well before Cube's rescue 
of the passengers, 
Orpuddex slides unnoticed 
through the rooms of the 
underwater city. 


I сап provide my OWN 
mood narration, thank you 
very much. 


You have your 
job, I have 
mine. 

Are you 
ОО | done now? 


I think s. 


AC 


H a 
Triangle and Robert] Eut upon reaching the You allowed the cube 


I swiftly make my way to the каны to narrate! 
central control system of " That was recappin 
the vast geopudding pumps ло Е то just dram. апа exposition. И 
/ which still power I reserve 
the forgotten If there's narration for 
metropolis of narration to be NN 
Tetris. doing it. N Such selfishness 


is unbecoming. 


Triangle and Robert 


Orpuddex and I have 
reached a compromise. 
He'll recap what he 
did in Tetris when he's 
done, and until then I'll 
point the strip at 
something else. 
Um.... 


a 
Let's check on what the 


Food Pyramid is doing! 


... à few satchel 
charges here... 


timer to 12 minutes... 
there we go. Not even 
Trapezoidal Agent 59 is 
going to be able to stop 
these babies from 


going off. М, 


Triangle ana Robert What was that?... The roofl 


- | heard you up there... 59 
=, зо the RDCLBA sent || presume? It doesn't matter, 
the new guy. Ive been 


hoping to check out this This tomb is getting sealed 


"Pyramid" no matter what the ICI 
- T wants. 


N 


So I was expected. That 
should make this more 
interesting. 


Triangle and Robert | lI stay ata safe distance | Trank goouneSs. 1 was 
and watch. I'd advise you worried I'd cornered 


N : 
ack а ! nyself int fight пе. 
Come back and fight! for your own sake to do myself into a fight scene 


No. You can't defuse the same C 
all the charges in ten ` = - 
тїпшїе$.\, BN 9 What are you 
му — doing here? 
КЕТУ This isn't one 


ES of your plots! 


H f. 
Triangle ana Robert | от... actually г didn't 


ч mean to type that. I'm 
What am I doing here? I'm | here because you'11 be 


saving your scrawny apex, | back in the main story 
that's what. soon. 
Which branch? 
How? 
^ 


С 

Most of them. I think 

you're next in line to 

touch what's left of the 
Starham. 


Would letting me know 

what the Starham will do 

in advance be totally out 
of the question? 7 


Just wondering. 
| 


Triangle and Robert 


Pyramid to command. 
The tomb is sealed. 59 
was present. | did 
not engage. 


Has he asked for 
"4 We read. anything? 


The Cartoonist has 
contacted me. 


No. He has indicated that 
| will have access to the 
Starham leftover artifact. 


That sounds good. 
If you get a chance at 
that bone, destroy it 
and bring any debris 
here for onalysis 
if possible. Analysis 
is secondaty, repeat 


secondary. 2. 


Triangle апа Robert 
“high-pitched whine 


Hey! Let go of that! | was studying “high-pitched whine* 


it! It's gonna be іп the next plotine!| іме... it... here! 
1 need to know how to work itt 


Grr. Grr, grrrr. 
Grrrrrrr. (8 
1 think something 


N 
7 just happened. 
A A) p< > 


Triangle and Robert | !tiust got up there a few minutes 1 think it went upstairs. It's probably 


ago. I'm waiting to see what it'll figuring the bone'll float up 
Hi. I'm back, Uh, you do know the| do next. through the ficor. 
Starbone's on the ceiling glowing, Where's the. 
right? N inverted capital I Hd тептик 


AOA 2 


Triangle and Robert 
Before, when the G was gnawing 
on the bone and changing shape. 
do you think that last 
transformation was 


for real? BN 


When it was a polygon? I didn't 
think so... but if we're talking 
about it now, this long after 
the fact, it must be relevant to 
the plot, so probably yes. 
That's the sort of, 
reasoning \ 
T'duse. 


You're right more often than 
1 care to admit. 


Woo-hoo! I'm the. 
rhombus! I'm the rhombus! 


\ 


You keep checking in over 
and over. I know you've 
been a fugitive for a 

while and you want to earn 
their trust, but cool it. 

The RDCLBA doesn't need Lo 


Triangle and Robert o 

Pyramid to command. | am (Radio silence?) 
in front of Triangle and ^ 7 

Robert's home. If | read the 


O mat was your 
Qeightsenth report, 


comic correctly, this is where o I think they just] hear Me takes step 
to find the bone. don't want to have ) 
We read. Maintain to listen ко you.) Ohhh... I get it. You're 
radio silence. 7 What? trying to get me 
2 in trouble. 


A’ 


Triangle and Robert | Hmm... does Mr. Disease | Excuse me? Sir? Are 


Pyramid to command! 
Mr. Disease is approaching 


have a radio scanner? you the Food Pyramid? 
I told you. Thé | What's it to you? 


just don't want 
to hear you. 


the Triangle and Robert 


home. 
7 Pyramid! Aadio silence! 
Do not report until 
your mission is complete. 


2 


If you are. lowe you 
ap apology. 


1A 


Triangle and Robert | The бопе still on the ceiling. 


Mr. Disease is outside 


talking to someone. Use your special 
Т con't see who. Technique for clean-up 
of leftovers, Triangle! 
He's outof ihe N = 


hospital already? 
That's good. A 


1 don't have a special technique 
for clean-up of leftovers. 


You should learn one. 


Triangle and Robert | 1. still don't think the IC] is ай 


„and so, Pry sorry. bad. The ancient ways are Anyway, it's about time | 
The ICI has deceived important. dropped in on Triangle and 
many. The important The ancient ways can | Robert. I'm not just standing 
thing i is that tyou preserve themselves. here for my health. 
J They don't need Farewell N 


Pj AJS 


Triangle and Robert 
H... hello. 
We have a lot to talk 
about, Chosen One. 
First, though, | have 
to do my job. 
N 


Your job? 


I'm with the RDCLBA 
now. With their 
resources, l'm 

unravelling more and 

more of the 
ICI conspiracy. 


^A la 


In exchange, | destroy a 

few artifacts the RDCLBA 
doesn't want to get out. 

| see you've been working 
with the Starham bone. 

Im not handing it over. 


We both know | have. 
the upper hand here. 


Do I have to say 
"You don't have. 
any hands" now? 


Triangle and Robert | rm standing between So youre planning to just stand 


You could outeook те, but you and the bone. there indetinitaly unti you 
this isn’ t going tobea You'll have to Ves | suppose 
bake-off mm just going о Sleep sometime. the теа те e 

ake the bone and run. Б 
doubt you'll be able to might as well talk. 
track me.s N 


IN 


Triangle and Robert 


Arf arf arf arf arf! 1 think he wants to keep 
7 that bone for himself. 
Even if | could hurt you, Get out, 
| wouldn't. | don't understand No! I'm not 
the will of the Beforings, but afraid of 
don't plan to interfere with What? ано“ 
it, Chosen Опе. 
All| want from 


you is the 
bone. 


Anyway, your inverted capital G 


Triangle and Robert looks like it's enjoying the fight. 


Grr. Ruff! 
The Food Pyramid's 
gonna get the bone! 
Stop him! 
7 


Yeah. They're evenly 
matched, somehow. 


The bone's doing 


1 don't think. 
he'll get it. 


something again 


/\ 


This seems... 
familiar... 


Rrrrr? 


— 
vA 


Great, now there'll have to be 
another sequence of exposition 
strips. 


i . ^ 

Triangle and Robert| There's market demandi, | rne bone's betavicr became 

more and more unusual, but 

We can't seat all these spectators! [по effects were to be seen 
They keep leaving with until a few more 

the silverware! people arrived.. 


.Neither the Food Pyramid 
nor the inverted capital G 
tired. They fought for 
days without rest. 

Robert, you shouldn't 
be selling tickets. 
^ You're really enjoying this, 
aren't you. 


Just what we need. 


"4 


Souvenirs! 


Triangle and Robert| I'm here to watch the | Don't worry! I'm off duty! 


fight! They're selling | This is just for my own 
є Q Q f tickets! І have as much curiosity! 
ы of a right to watch as 
core Concarne! anyone! р 
гт unarmed! Don't even think I don't believe you, 


‘about going for bat go on 
УРЫ ПЕ the Starbone. ЖЖ 


Triangle and Robert | Cube teleported in last strip while | Ow! Something feels... ow... 


you weren't looking and he's 
‘That Concarne woman just Babbling about not being able | Triangle? 


bought a ticket. to find Orpuddex. The Vegetable | Too many chefs... | 


We're at a plot nexus \, Sentry came in to use tha Were you cooking 
The whole cast is bathroom and hasn't left. something? 


POR ALAS 


i Robert! Get the spectators I'm feeling it too.... 
Triang капа Robert ош of here! The bone's almost EVERYONE OUT! 
angle: 


reishi? fully charged! Something's YOU'LL ALL GET 


about to happen [x] 
No... cutsine-magie N Robert, you oo 
all these warriors and ud 
chefs in one place 


Miss Сопсагпе! Move! I'm 
getting aut of here! 


No! | think I need 


to see m 
Your funeral. 


Triangle and Robert | Food Pyramid! inverted capital 


G we never bothered to name! 
1 

Hey! Vegetable Sentry! Get | Get away from the bone! Can't 
out of the bathroom! 


you see what it’s doing? 
Something's happening! 


Quiet. I'm meditating. I'm not turning back. 


4 N Arf. 


Triangle and Robert | No. Just as the Starham itself 


With the Food Pyramid, is cured beyond all logic, so too 
\\the inverted capital б, do those who consume its 
the Vegetable Sentry, and A 
Meat Enforcer Linda P 
Concarne still inside, 
M 


Triangle hastily evacuates| 


The G, the Pyramid, and the 
Enforcer are in there with it 
because they need to be. 
As for the Vegetable Sentry, 
the conclusion is obvious. 
Could you state it anyway, 


his home. The crowd has just for the readers at home? 
already dispersed. / 
Aren't you standing sort of close? ^ [rs] 


Triangle and Robert 


Тре Vegetable Sentry was 
awakened from bis slumber 
when be was needed. 
Orpuddex, by all accounts, is 
becoming more powerful than 
ever by drawing from the 
‘Tetrean padding pumps. 
All four Sentries will be needed, 
and so all are being awakened. 


"Tbe logic is inescapable. 
Somehow, Linda Concame 
а | was once the Meat Sentry. How 
she became what she became... 
1dop't know. Hopefully the 
bam energies will heal ber 
fally now that all four are 
assembled. 


When Linda Concarne touche 
the Starbone for the first time, 
she dimly remembered ber 
past; since then be bas been 
at least partially on your side, 
though she knows not viby. 

How do you know all this? 


Ireread the strip archive. 


Triangle апа Robert| As you know. the various 


We should still get out of here. 
As you have suspected, the | Segments of the Food Pyramid 


Benevolent or not, that's 


inverted capital G you keep аз | S¥Mbolize food groups. The a lot of energy. 

apet was not always a letter. | 18:89851, at bis base, consists Ses... you may be right. 
Once. it was a Sentry, either | of the complex carbobydrates. "Tbe air bas far more 
Grain or Dairy. [believe itio | Me must be the Grain Sentry. calories in it than 1 
have been the Dairy Sentry. How be forgot this... I do not bad earlier sensed. 
for the Pyramid seems to me understand, 


aligned with grain. 


Triangle and Robert 


The whale point of the Food 
Pyramid's teachings was that 
there aren't necessarily four 


food groups. 


— 
V. 
~ 


and he's one of the. 


four Sentries? 
Clearly. be was 
mistaken, 


E 


FS 


No. He was correct... there 


don't have to be four Sentries. 


Tetris. 


1 found thi 


A videotape? BN 


B 


A very, very old videotape. 1 

suspect that the format was 
used by the Fourth Race. 

It is a documentary. and while 
Т do not understand the 

language of the narration, the 
images tell many things. 

One of these many revelations 

is that, at the time of the height 

of Tetris's glory, polygons were 

unable to digest dairy products. 
How this changed 1 do not 
know, but the point 


4 
Think about it later then. This was more or less the 
exact moment that the 


Triangle and Robert 


How this changed 1 do not / \ Starbone finally 

know, but the point is this: ~ activated. The Oval, 

in the days of Tetris, dairy which had entered low 
~ TAREE food groups? orbit after the RDCLPA 


products were not food and 
dairy was not a food group. 
There were three Sentries. 


unsuccessfully attempted 
to destroy it, momentarily 
lost power. Its backup 
guidance systems 


That would probably blow 
my mind, if | weren't busy [zai pidance systems 
getting ошо! апд of plummeted uncontrollably 


an impending 
culinary-magical discharge. 
pi 


Triangle Ri Even from Scotland I can 
gle and Robert feel the echoes of the blast. 


Of course, that's because 
I'm telepathic and everything. 


© 


What Trian 
\ "plot nexu 
fact, directly 


INSERT 


SUPERINTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT mel 


SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC 
poy 


Okay, so he felt it, 
but he's still not 
actually involved in 
the plot. 
Then why am 1 in 
today's strip? 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle R Three awakened, plus the | The pudding at the world's 
gle and Rober’ 
S Another character not | vegetable Sentry’s still) соге strengthened me 


Bresent for the awakening} "^ 777: MIT Tous Бәлеге) before, but only briefly. I 


of the Sentries was was unable to defeat even 
Crpuddex. І could not have | a single sentry. This time, 
2 come to Tetris at I have not absorbed 
SENTRTES? a more opportune] directly. Using the machinery 
И 4 time. of Tetris, I have infused 


myself with far more puddic 
force than raw earth-pudding 
PA could grant me. 


Triangle and Robert 


I think 1 can move again. 


Triangle? 


I'm okay. Is anyone hurt? 
That was a major 


shock. 


N 


I don't know. 


Everyone got thrown around. 
We should check for injuries. 
Time for a wacky round 
cf damage control! 


N 


Triangle and Robert | then why was the cube harmed? | Mr. Disease, you're going to have 


There's no property damage. sooner or later that the official ICI 
Ofcourse not was | recipe books are full of half-truths 
a culinary blast, not Shut up. and omissions. The fact that Cube 
a physical one. Only | puts mayonnaise on his fries 

those with a sense of does not automatically mean 

he cannot taste his food. 
taste were affected. 
7 | It doesn't? 


Jod 2 


i Potato products had NOTHING ГЕ 
Triangle andRobert to do with the fall of the Holy Uh, no they don't. 


Look. The historical record Belgian Empire. That was 

clearly shows that in the Holy | brought on by Coriolis force. iy point remains valid. 
Belgian Empire, mayonnaise was| Coriolis force... you \ 

put on fries оп a regular basis. | archaeologists always Point? 

Yeah, and where N bring in Coriolis force —]1 ? 

are they now? to explain what you 
°? can’t understand. 
2 


Triangle and Robert) Triangle! This guy's hurr! Do you know rack first aid? 


We really should be checking 


if anyone needs help, not No, that’s a rock. Its a perfectly healthy rock. 
standing here arguing about N 
wind speed and potatoes. You didn't even look at it! 


И I suppose. 


Triangle ana Robert | wen? win it ри! through? You mean it had a baby? 
Is there a geologist around? Is it okay? Yay! 
Someone take a look at this rock! | 


n Jlogist! Uh, it's a rock. | You're the comic 
ma geologist! relief, aren't you. 


This scene was a lot more 
dramatic in my head. e 


Triangle and Robert | Yes! | can almost... almost 
I think I remember... some | remember you... your 
stuff... sort of... name... anda... а baster! |... for the pai y Sentry's 


name was Bark, and in his 
// Bark? Bark. tortured memory lay the 


N recipe for the Fondue of 
Four Thousand Cheeses... 


i Only three chefs alive today can 
Triangle andRobert reliably prepare an eighty-cheese What would you dip in it? 
Four thousand cheeses? lasagna. In all of recorded history 
only one ninety-nine cheese 
Is that a lot? appetizer has ever been created, | | don't know, Robert. 
N and it became violent and slew its | 1 don't know. 
creator before it had even begun 
to cool. A fondue with four 
thousand types of cheese is... 
inconceivable. There's no telling 
what it would be capable of. 


AN 


Triangle and Robert | Yest... | think. At least, I'm following him. 
I remember... | it sounds familiar. 


- T foo. 
remember... no, wait, | | Quack каше 


forget. No! Yes! | 
remember! The Pudding — 
Factory of the Dead! X 


Triangle and Robert 
Hello? Someone? I'm 
locked in here. 


Oh. Where is everyone? Oh yeah. This world is in 
great hands. 
Read the back 
strips. It's nat \ 
time for a 
recap yet. 


Just jiggle the knob. 
The door's not locked. 


Triangle and Robert NIE you stop giving 
The Sentries approach the |, f"Position апа start 
Pudding Factory of the Dead| туум still be standing 


and I am bloated. I cannot when you get there. 


reach it in time to I don't tell you how 
impede their \ to do your job. — 
progress. 


You do too. 


Triangle and Robert Wait for me! 
This is the way. 


At last the assembled 
Sentries make a strike 
against, uh... V. 


Um, excuse me, whý are you} 
going in there, anyway? 
I'm just with them. | :'m not sure how to write 

I don't think I've емег| г story in which I have no 
been around here. | idea what's going on, but 


Right. on the other hand that's 
| never stopped me before. 


In! 
It's what | remember. | 


Triangle and Robert | ! don't know anything about I need information, you/ 


\, either. It’s between Orpuddex | need transportation. Tell 
Cube? What is the Pudding 


1997 and the Sentries. me about the Pudding 
Factory of the Dead Factory of the Dead and 
Written yourself into a corner? Got it I'll get you there in time 
Neasically. | ` то fight the 


Sentries. 


Triangle and Robert | Yes. We must destroy 


The cries of — this place. 
imprisoned spirits. ГЇ! just take your 
Burn! word for that, | 


guess... Xa to A 


ZA WV 


Triangle and Robert 


! 


N 


Yes. I'm here ahead This time there are four 


Н of us, and you are even 
of schedule. I will further from being in your 


not allow the battle form than you were 
Factory to be last time. 
razed. NI | So it would 


appear. 


Triangle and Robert 
I have triumphed! 


What? Hey! You're 
not supposed to 
attack between 
strips! Give me 
a chance to draw! 


It matters not. I have 
won this battle. 
I wouldn't have helped 
you get here if I 


actually thought you 
stood à chance.... 


Fool. 


I'm not goiág to 
allow this. 


You keep the Factory, 
okay, but the Sentries 


suffer no permanent harm. 


What? We made a deal! 


You got to fight them. / 
You won. I'm not changing 
any cf that. I'm just not 
going to let you at their 
memories. 


IUl allow you the Л 


bragging rights and the 


Surprise attack, plus the 
Factory's home ground for 


Triangle and Robert 


I don't understand how you 


managed to win. I have a 
teference chart of combat 
strengths, and the four 
Sentries combined can 
defeat you even in 
galactic form. 


me, and three of the Sentries| Factory: but this isn't 
were still trying to remember| чех. The sentries will 
recover, and by then their 


how to use their powers, [Vy cries will be clear. 
But you're still in 
planetary form, and the 
Tetrean pumps had no 
concept of dairy. 


Cheater. 


I won. Deal with it. 


Triangle and Robert | via т betray him? не gót | guage me however уба 


I don't know which is worse, that |0 defend the Factory from! want. I'm doing the best 


you made а deal with Orpuddex or] , the Sentries, and he job І can. 
that you betrayed him. bought himself a great 
deal of time by defeating 
then. I think that's what's worst. 


N 


Triangle and Robert] They have felt my power. | ; am still the Guardian 


Though the Cartoonist Next time they will not " 
stole from me the full effect, be so bold. They will return, | One Pudding Factory 
of my victory over the but not so quickly. The Orpudd lex. 
^ Sentries, it was ! ground that was P Р 
nonetheless mine will remain N 


a triumph. mine. 


The Beforings 


. beyond time 
and space... 


Phase Two is reached. 


"4 


Puddomancy? 


N 


Triangle ana Robert I'd ask how he can tap dance 
Happy birthday, without feet, but that's exactly 
Triangle and Robert! what you want me to do. 
I'm not going to 
dance for your pleasure. 


Twill 
N 


ppt tet V. iy rap rop" 


Triangle and Robert |Lets ао on a vacation, somewhere | NO: let's go somewhere that's 


where the story arc isn't likely never even been referred to 


There's been too much in the strip. 
to intrude. 


plot recently. 
My agreement is Aruba? Aruba? 


wholehearted. N N 


VJA 


Triangle and Robert 
Did you get the tickets? 
Yes indeed. 


N 


Two tickets, right here. 


^O 


These aren't for a cruise ship, 
these are for... 
Wait. These are for 
a cruise ship. Why no 
zany mixup? 


I'm on vacation too. 


Triangle and Robert | Youre really not planning to  |Wackiness is just a job to you? 
engage іп any wackiness. Of course not. I just 


figure I could use a 
break from it. 


Ara you going to pack anything? 
I told you, this is a 
No. vacation, I'm not going 


Хо think about work. i N | 


Triangle and Robert | ves. but this is different. ! never thought of you 
You're worrying me. It isn't like you. as needing to relax. 


Т always worry you. Can't I just kick back We're going on a cruise, 
and relax now and then? Let's not complicate ії. 


Triangle and Robert Stop waiting for the other It's boarding. 
shoe to drop. For one thing, 
we don't have feet. N 


AAS 


The ship looks sturdy enough... 


Triangle and Robert | | wonder how many bags full Um, just.. nothing. 


of socket wrenches we 


The cabins are cramped could fit in here. 


but functional. 


N What? | 


Triangle ana Robert How would I hurt myself No, I think I'm just going 


I'm gonna go play some playing shuffleboard? to play shuffleboard 
shuffleboard N Want to borrow 
You could come up a snorkel? 
Don't hurt yourself. with something. Obviously not. 


$ 


/N 3 


Triangle and Robert 


You're back quickly. 
I would appear to be 
very bad at shuffleboard. 


Who did you maim? 


just bad enough that I 
don't feel like playing. 


Well, that's not going АЧ 
make for an interesting 
cruise. 


/\ 


No, not humorously bad, 


We're not here to be interested. 
We're here to relax. 


1 forgot how. N | 


Triangle and Robert | Apparently some dolphins are If you want hijinks, make 
swimming alongside the ship. them yourself. I'm going 

к л Go tease them ог play bridge with | to catch ир on my reading 

hiding under things, putting out | them or something so I can relax. 

fires, and diverting angry mobs 


Can | borrow you Ns 
that ат cope with No. electron microscope? 
not having to. 
ving oh N I didn't _ 
А A bring it. 


I've gotten so used to flinching, 


Triangle and Robert Robert: Never put snowshoes 
оп a cetacean. 


J Yeah. I know. 


Triangle and Robert | Leave it to the professionals Every team needs 


Are you calmed down yet? a rational one. 


We're supposed to ^N 
be partners... | Well, in general, ye: 


should be able to but what about 
concoct wacky schemes emergencies? 
independently. ^ 


1 think so. 


Triangle and Robert | rm on vacation... Oh well. 1 was 
Hey, are you Triangle? getting bored anyway: 
We need your help! There's 

been a murder! 


ие 


No. 


2 


Triangle and Robert Well? 
I guess you're wondering why 
I've gathered you all here. A /\, 
Toreveal — N P4 
the murderer. What? Oh. Sony. 
I was distracted. 


Well, okay’ you're not 
wondering then. 


© л —8 б ^ HSI 


Triangle and Robert | ‘sigh’... the scuff marks It would appear that 


on the wall opposite Mr. these marks were made 
The first clue was the Quadratic's body. Ata YN by the murder weapon. 
scuff marks on thes height of 134 pixels, 
"Were" the. these marks correspond to nona 
of the passengers or crew on 
this vessel. 


| 
#5 ENIM EN 


Triangle and Robert | No. the third. The second cue | мо, that was the fourth clue. 
tumed out to be a coincidence. 
What was th 


The third clue 
Second. N / ` Y ` second? PN 


Itdoesn't matter. 


's name 
seared into every 


5 | ô l single piece of prime a ü б l 


coincidence? 
| 


Triangle ana Robert *BANG BANG* 
The piece that tied 


——— itall together was BN 


You're a bit early, 
aren't you? 


Triangle ana Robert Uh... is this the 
percussion class? Across the hall. 


*BANG BANG* N 


N L7] ^ 


BEEN ош зво 


Triangle ana Robert 


1 don't understand why | 
7 need to stand here 
explaining every clue. 
'm just going to skip 
1o the conclusion. 


*BANG* 


What was that? 


7 Ё 


Lightbulb blew out. 
I'll get anew one. 


Triangle and Robert блатата 1 neither know nor care. She 
Who did it, anyway? Killed him, she's in custody, and 
we'll be home in a day. 
Why? 


OA) 


Triangle and Robert | no cients? "т reopening the К. зе. 


So, what's on the agenda 
for today? 
Twas going to catch 
up on the news and 


plotline. N 


Not yet. It's unsolvable. 


In two dimensions. We 
| haven't tried eight. ў 
You're really 
desperate for 
something to 
do, huh 


TriangleandRobert| Sign. Can't? 
Shipment. Sign. Take it back, Can't. | 


No. No more MSG. I cancelled Canl talk to 
weeks ago and you keep someone else? 
coming. I bave enougb for | 


DW OJS O J 


Can't. Sign. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
Yes. Cancel. 
Foa wagi jo got hay MSG? 
Why жоё you ро! Vaf fo 
get oar foe prodaci? The чак" 
qualtyis ns igh as 
vaya, is Foot? 


^ ps Js 


That's not the problem. 


Two more days of this and then 
attack. Im sure 1 can justify it 
in court. Two more days. 


Triangle апа Robert | 5, you don't use it why Thon It's а good thing someone 
You can tae that No MSG did yon order it? remembered to order It for you. 
sign down. Heép fag arrived! 


"4 “The sign is not there to indicat 
Be sign is not ibere to idioate No. It isn't actually a good thing at 


that we bave tof tt 

bat we bave ran ou of tpe 1 didn't order it all. Inform your employers that 
additive. Its presence nto roger tba 
indicates that we do not, liplomatic measures have broken 


down and that they should evacuate 
their offices tomorrow for their 


N oun safety. \ 


ip fact, ase it anymore. 


Triangle and Robert] T'4 like minus one Would you like 


Weleome to MeEsehers, | 927%" Burgers fries with that? 
How may we take your order? We're out of 
N clandestine sauce. 
Oh. When will you Sure. 
о have more? | о 
Гт not at 
liberty to say. 
\ 


A 19 


Triangle апа Robert | We're sorry, Vengeance brand | Direct me fo your masters, 
MuttitoodCorpCo Limited rye-flavored snack bites are secretory, My quarrel is not 


a discontinued product. If you witb you. 


Industries. - *buzz* 
enjoy the great taste of | mr, Smith, there's an 
rye flavoring, | can recommend "angry warrior-chef 
Iseek vengeance. a therapist... here to see you. 


| 
ГЇ send him right in. 


и 5 TA УРУ 


Yos, the cancellation is in our 
records. It hasn't gone through 
the system yet. 


Triangle and Robert 
According to our records, you 

have standing order for 
one full load of MSG per week. 


‘What do you mean by 
“hasn't gone through the 
system"? 


УРУ 


Icancefled that order 
months ago. 


a у a 


1 don't know. that's just what 
they told nie то say. 


You do not want to know 
bow difficult itis for 
we not to injure you right now. 
N 


УРУ 


Triangle ana Robert Define "none". 


I'm afraid so. Expect 


Yes... it goes perfectly | Oh no. Youre not putting this | a whole lot of attention. 
None suspect that | jin the strip, are you? 
have control of artificial 
flavor distribution worldwide! 9, Haa. 


o 2 


INSERT 


INSERT SUPERNTELLIGENT INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT TELEPATHIE 
TELEPATHIC SHEEP 
SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Leave. We won't prosecute, 


You destroyed our order. bur never come back here, 


tracking system... our 
backups. the mainframe 


misery. 


^ 
Ipatit out of its Hopefully! 


` 


W W 


Lhope so ах well 


| 
x 


d 


Triangle and Robert its a different brand. ‘The sanitation department 


MultiFoodCorpCo would stil hates me because of 
Another shipment? never package a product that chicken leak... 
P without patting their 1 guess II just have to pat 
BN name on it this in the basement with 
all he rest apfil [can 
MSG MSG N think of a way to 


MSG 
MSG) 


M P MSG [usc | \ взт. | 
MSG) MSG 


Triangle and Robert 


Someone else is manipulating 
the artificial flavoring market. 


Oo 
о 
о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


No comment. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | any vay a symptom of any 


The McEscher's corporation larger problem. Sugar substitute 
has issued a statemnt to the prices dropped sharply today 
effect that the recent shortages due to the sudden appearance 
of clandestine sauce are a ofan unexplained surplus 
short-term anomaly and not in The anti-Cartoanist protests 


N h 


*CLICK* 


Triangle and Robert 


The strip has recently begun 
to involve a fairly complex 
situation invalving the artifical 
flavor market, As human readers 
are unlikely to ba familiar with 
the workings of this uniquely 
7 polygonal institution, 
1 feel that | should 
provide an overview. 


Unlike most commodity markets, 
the artificial flavor market is 
based around a five-dimensianal 
topology. Rather than integer 
prices, the value of flavorings 
is described in terms of 
complex-valued polynomials. 
This is primarily a result of the 
crystalline structure of common 
salts, which makes transportation 
а highly time-dependent function. 


N 


The redundancies of the base 
angles result in a non-planar 
arrangement of exchanges 
over, and in a few cases 
beneath, the surface of 
the planet. Thus, matrix 
multiplication is necessary in any 
market analysis. As a net result, 
‘one can take advantage of 
geography to become quite 
wealthy without ever making a 
positive profit in any 
individual quarter. 
n 


Triangle and Robert Wacky 
Scheme Consult... oh, hello, 
Mr. Disease. What brings 

you here? 


| Senseless property 
destruction bas failed 
те, and so | must 
resort fo wackiness. 


A 


Someone keeps having MSG 
shipped to the Locust Garden. 
A year ago this would have been 
convenient, but I no longer 
cook with it and it is taking 

ар much space. 


$ 


УРУ 


I see. And you've already 
tried going on an insanely 
destructive rampage? 
Repeatedly. When shipments 
from one producer are ceased, 
another begins shipping. 


W 


Triangle and Robert | we know he's been dabbling Right. Il include <stdio.h>. 


So, Triangle, what do you in flavor trading.... He must be 
think about the Locust Garden's diverting MSG shipments Operation: 
problem? 1o fix prices. Robert, | think we Namespace 
The Comersheep. N, Should use Plan 2nr. Collision! 


T'll warm up the 
| hydraulic N N 
sofa-bed 
ш 


Triangle and Robert | Robert can explain the details So there will be senseless 


ak better than 1 can. Basically property damage involved? 
What is tbis Plan 2nr? it's a remote-root exploit against 
Contingency plan fo? his lawn furniture. Well... senseless? | 
fighting the Comersheep He's шуйод an unpatched | Suppose, more or 
К ? less. 
on, and with, his own turf. patio server? 1 can watch, right? 


^ Not yet. That's where | 
[rs] the futonapult comes in. N 
/N We Ay 


Triangle and Robert 


The sofa-bed's been stolen! 


We need that... N 
Sheep? 


No, I think it was the... you know. 
Them. 


We (meaning I) interrupt 
this strip to... um... 


Ohh. You mean the 


AÓ 


Triangle and Robert 


I managed to get the hydraulic 
sofa-bed back from 


Shh. Don't referto... V 
that... orthe 
Cartoonist'll cut away. 


Oh, just go ahead and 
say it. There've been 
anti-Cartconist protest 
rallies all around your 

world Гог months and I've 
been keeping them out of 
the strip. Now they're 
starting to get viclent 
and vandalizing all the 
locations that I use in 

the comic. 


N 


Now get back tc Plan 2mr. 
I'll deal with the 
protests as necessary. 


So finally you start to 
let the truth come out. 


Triangle and Robert 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 
What? 
o 


I'm just here to get hit by 
the incoming barrage of 
furniture. What? 


e 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT ‘SHEEP 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP ‘SHEEP 


That's supposed to 
indicate looking to 


phe pef MID 


Triangle and Robert| ^ Triangle! We're in! Why would an evil sheep 


have a laundry room? 


> PATIO LOGIN ACHIEVED Can you get to the 

> CHAIRS LOCATED: 5 sprinklers? don: think he does; 

> ATTEMPTING CHAIR 1 Tt must be the swap 

> CHAIR 1: BUFFER TOO BIG Be the Fine hosa partition. 

» CHAIR 2: BUFFER TOO M icum ИЕЫ If his wicker's that N 
SMALL misconfigured... 

> CHAIR 3: BUFFER SIZE looks like... yes. The 


MATCH! ATTEMPTING laundry room. 
CONTROL TAKEOVER d NJ / \ 


Triangle and Robert 


Whi 


A 


It's over. 


do you mean, 
s over"? 
I got into the 
obligatory self-destruct 


mechanism of the 
Cornersheep's base. 


N 


Remotely? 


Sheep aren't known for 
network security. 


TM stupid. | 


I know. 


^b 


Alert. All henchsheep 
evacuate, The base's destruct 
sequence has begun. I'm 
sorry about this, I know you all 
told me putting it on the 
network was a bad idea, but 


these things happen. 
О, 


Triangle and Robert| This mominglawoketo finda | But... the Cornersheep has 
9 massive wooden horse outside | "O base of operations. He 


"some fairly small number фе delivery entrance. CAN'T have filled a horse 


of days later... with MSG. 
Your efforts were unsuccessful. | Filled with monosodium y 
gj f glutamate? | Then who T 
What? No. 


1 don't know. It almost 
sounds like something 


4 | % [saisie some 
ie ой 


Triangle and Robert There was this porcelain pig | Robert, someone's stil sending 
Robert! Have you been distributing once, but the package said | MSG to the Locust Garden. 
wooden animals filled with artificial all natural”. It's not me. That would 


flavors to drum up wacky scheme | be too blatant a 
business? So not MSG? conflict of interest. 


Um... no. No. Not MSG. So now what do we do? | 


We go undercover. 


а hesitated. N, Уу 


Triangle and Robert 
There are too many delivery 
services in the city to check them 
all, and we're too recognizable to 
fake our way into jobs at 
them anyway. 


You're thinking couriers, I'm 
thinking packages. 


Ah. Ah, yes, that 
would work. That 
would indeed work. 


VAN 


That would... darn it, | can't 
come up with a single objection 
other than that it just sounds 
like a bad idea all around. 
Then it's agreed, 

| I'll get some 
giant mailing 
tubes.\ 


i I'm surprised, I thought your | | hadn't even thought of that 
Triangle and Robert major objection would be that we] one yet, but now that you mention 
Tubes? | can accept the necessity 


af shipping ourselves all over те | 9077? even know the deliveries | i П wingraw ту fist objection: 
city to investigate different couriers,| 276 being made by ап actual abject on the grounds you just 


mentioned, and restate my 
but can't we lie flat in shipping company and not just | vious objection, this time as 


big boxes? individua! henchpersons. а secondary consideration. 


BN All in one panel? 
ADAS 
/ 


Triangle and Robert Character Profile 


Name: Favorite Book (Fiction): 
Justice Pants The Gunslingers by Stephen King 
Dimensions: Favorite Book (Nonfiction): 
73 x 91 pixels Don't Panic. by Neil Gaiman 
Font: Favorite Movie: 
OCR A Extended lü-point The Adventures of Baron Munchausen 
Occupation: Personal Quote: 
Justice pants "I am the pants." 


If I could offer you only one tip for the future it would be: 
Justice» justice: justice! 


Triangle and Robert Okay, how about this, //// Oh. You noticed. 


stake out the Locust Garden 


You do пе mailing tube thing. [апа yourdo the mailing tube thing. How about you stake 
Ml stake out the Locust out the Locust Garden 
Garden ovemight. That's the same thing. and Z do the mailing 
tube thing? 


That sounds 
dull. N, A Okay. i 


Triangle and Robert | ^ 


Here. 
/ 


What's that? 


to hide in. 


The presence of a shadow 
would make me more 
conspicuous rather than less. 


Could you hide in 
a lens flare? 


Say, don't you have 
protestors to not draw? 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Ub... uh, I'm just a Translation/Rotation 
deliveryman. You Services of Greater 
startled me. Degree. Here's my ID. 
With what company? | What is this? Am I 
| in some sort of trouble? 


| No. Not exactly. 
Z Who's this package 


from? 
© ы S. у 


Stop! Identify yourself! 


You don't need to. It's 
a stealth-class delivery. 


Triangle and Robert | Uh... you'd have to call 
Odd... the return address | the office during 
label is missing. business hours. 


т 

How can I find out who | don't know. 
sent the vd Don't leave it here. 
I'm not signing for it. 


e \ 


Hence the middle 
of the night. 


Yes. You can 
refuse it though. 
ГЇЇ take it back. 


Triangle ana Robert Sign. Oh... аш» Of course. 


Package! So this isn't a 
stealth delivery? 
/ another? 
N No. We don't 
do those. 


Triangle ana Robert That cannot be comfortable. | Scrunch down, I'll cut off the top. 
Robert? Are you in there? 


Ting немене Зате telling ne Open this thing 
| 
| бй. 


Triangle and Robert | ! have а lead. Translatior/Rotation| Yeah. 


Robert? Are you okay now? Services of Greater Degree. Good, I needa 


` ; nice long rest. 
There's a cramp in my Can it wait until morning? 9 


first quadrant, 


RT ^ 


Triangle and Robert | who's there? cube? No, Cube’s | There's someone there! Т know 


N alive. If he had something fo | I'm not alone in this dream! 
And во, the rhombus say he'd just tell me, no need | Speak up, I can’t hear anything! 
rested for the night. Y Ц e peak ир, ying? 
His rest, however, was to appear in a dream N 


not easy. Hello? 


Triangle and Robert | the cramp's fine. г had trouble | You had it too? 


You don't look good. sleeping 
How's the cramp? Ne 
DS No, I just read 


Oh, the dream from | 
yesterday's strip? 


Triangle and Robert 


Robert was not the only sorry. 
one to experience such 


a dream. ^ 
Please be quiet. I 
need to sleep. 
\ 


N \ 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


Unfortunately, while 
there is a very good 
reason for this and it 
ties in very nicely with 
the plot, I can't come 
up with decent phrasing 
\ for this bit at the 
moment. Maybe tomorrow. 


Tm awake now. You may narrate. 


k] \ 
Mr. Disease tco was 
afflicted by the strange 
messageless dream. N 


Triangle and Robert [Theresa powder of some sort on my| Not now I'd have phrased 


pillow, and it tastes vaguely it, especially the 
Nope, still got nothing. | beef-like. Have I been visited “glutamic deity" bit, but 
ip my sleep by some manner thanks for covering me. 
py som А 
Allow me. of glatamatic deity? Perbaps it Itis better to narrate than to 


connects to tbese shipments, or 
| Perhaps fis coincidence. wait for the narrator to pall bis 


N bead out of bis apex. 


PS ур E 


Triangle and Robert | What's the рап? If I'd known I'd have 
1 think this is the place. brought the... um. 
Т thought you were going to} ^ km T can't really think 
It is, I see a sign go in and ask to see their of anything 


just of f-panel. records. | 
N If necessary, buta N, Scorpions and 
wacky scheme might fishing line. 
be more effective. | 
/N /\ 


1 was hoping the same. 
Where are all these 


MSG shipments 
coming from? N 


We don't know 


Triangle and Robert 


Excuse me, І have some 
questions about a stealth 
delivery last night. 


Sort of, I'm here on behalf 
of the owner. 


Ob good. Maybe you can 
shed some Night on what's 
been happening. 


I should have 
brought a 
magazine. 


You're from the 
Locust Garden? 


Triangle and Robert | Аһ. the old unpaid-packages-in- | Sorry about that, chief. 
What's the story? the-delivery-schedule routine. 


The packages show up. | Don't steal jokes 
on the delivery schedule | from Get Smart. 
but not the accounting 
or any other records. 


.. You're grounded. 


К: 
In the sorting room of 


Translation/Rotation 
Services of Greater 
Degree... 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle! Look! 


This explains everything.. 

по. This explains some... no... 

this really doesn't explain 
anything, does it? 


It feels like it's moving. 


Triang le and Robert | It's already in the shipping Maybe. This workstation 
schedule database.... Hold on. tostes very peculiar 
The package already has 
a tracking number on it. 
You found something? 
Inoficed that too. N Robert, people aren't supposed 


/ to taste... oh, whatever. 


Triangle and Robert | Triangle! Look! 


Mind if I open up this 
workstation and look inside? 


Go ahead. 


/ 


But... that's impossible! 


npe yet true. 


OA 


What's this stuff on the 
motherboard? Quartz? 


MSG, It's a bus-mastering 
device made entirely of 
crystallized MSG. That's 
what's been putting the 
deliveries on the schedule. 


Okay, the plot's 
officially stupid. 


Triangle and Robert 

So MSG is magically materializing 
in packages and programming 
itself onto the delivery schedule? 


Yes. Not magically, though. Are 
you aware of the Brownian 
motion properties af airborne 


/ MSG? 
Of course. 


Does anyone have any brownies? 
I want to try something. 


Here. 


Watch. 


Yes, and rapidly. 
The air here must 

have several hundred 
parts per million MSG. 


It's moving! 


GE 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


Monosodium glutamate particles 
aren't nanites, They can't be 
programmed and they can't 
assemble themselves into 

circuits. MSG is not a 
Turing-complete additive. 


N 


You know, this thing you do 
where you challenge the 
validity of the strip's 
current premise is really 

getting old. 


Maybe it is, but most of the 
time the premisa is at least 
dimly plausible. 


N 


Knuth, D. and Square, L. 
"Neural-Flavored Network 
Substitutes." 1979. N 


You just made that up. J 


Yes, but it's true 
retroactively. 


Triangle and Robert 
I'm clearly alone on this one, 
so 1 guess 1 might as well go 
along with you and assume that 
the world's MSG is actively 
seeking out the Locust 
Garden. 


N 


Right. 


The question then 
becomes why. Why is 
MSG suddenly being 
directed, and who 
is directing it? 


Terry Gilliam! 


Probably not. 


H 4 
Triangleand Robert| : was kidding! 1 was Don't worry. I'm not // 
kidding! about to attempt drawing 


Meanwhile, deep in his 
underground lair, Terry 
Gilliam Nol Nooo. Don't, 


/ That much is true. 
N 


celebrity caricatures. 


Triangle and Robert | Hmm... ties everything together | You're right. Its much too 


This might be the work of the neatly. No obvious plot holes. plausible for this strip. 
Cornersheep after all. He could | Zt would make perfect sense. I'm still not ruling 
have programmed the BN out the Gilliam 


MSG in advance when 
he still had a base. 


hypothesis myself. 


Triangle and Robert | And let other delivery services Why aren't the packages just 


know to install them too if they assembling themselves at the. 
Air filters? get any package trouble. Locust Garden directly instead 
/ Yes, That'll stop the of going through ali this trouble? 
airborne MSG from Good question. ^ 
entering апа N, 


assembling itself | Than 


Triangle and Robert | We should show him the 


brownie again 


...80 that's the story up to now. 
He already saw the brownie. 


Neural-flavored 


network substitutes... lalready saw 
you expect me to believe the brownie. 
allthis? | | 


PS Wi 


Tt moved, you know. 


So you said. 


\ 


1A 


Triangle and Robert 


Lam well aware of the natare 
of wacky scheme transactions. 
Lacking а solution to my 
problem, you concoct an 
elaborate explanation. \ 


No! That's not 
7 it at alll 


у 


1 will bold no grudge, bat 
neither will Грау you. 

] will seek а solution 

to my own problems. 


We solved your BN 


problem! Mast 
of it, anyway... 


Triangle! Show him the brownie! 


The rhombus is not 
belping your case. 


He rarely is. 


JP 


Triangle and Robert | ~ Right. You go do that. ri Did you mean for that 


check the Cornersheep's +о sound sarcastic? 
ý base out, on the off-chance 
T won't rest until we 


track down Terry Gilliam, | at your Gilliam theory 


N is somehow flawed. | 


1 guess we're off the case. 


Triangle and Robert} gaa, Baa? 


Baa! 


Baa! Baa baa baa! 
Ahh, my equilateral 
A nemesis approaches. Everything important is in 

О this bunker. He can take 

[е] all the time he wants sifting SHEEP 


through the rubble of the А 
INSERT upper levels. He won't find are you suggesting that my 

SUPERINTELLIGENT anything of value leadership has become... 
SHEEP 


questionable? O 
o 


Triangle and Robert 


The power thoid over MN 


INSERT 
my minions has SHEEP INSERT @ =н=р 
INSERT [IX / [Ul | weakened. The failure 
SHEEP B Бы] | of my security measures has INIT 
aa. led them to question me, 


"4 


INSERT INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGEN| 


SHEEP iid 


Apparently Cube doesn't 
talk to himself anymore/ 
This could be harder 
than I thought. 


Triangle ana Robert 
In a dimly lit tunnel, 

\ cube makes yet another 

bizarre discovery.... 


Triangle and Robert | steadfastly refusing to 


respond to narration, he 
Fearing the mysterious stands silently, not 


motives of the Cartoonist. | etting any of his crucial 


Cube refuses Lo reveal knowledge appear Even drawing a 
the nature of his latest in the strip. 


line for 
archaeological discovery. 


loosen his 
tongue. 


Triangle and Robert 
N eere efforts to 
inconvenience the 


Cartconist do just that. 


Unable to coax Cube into 

narrating kis latest find, 

the Cartoonist is instead 
forced to attempt to 


draw it. N 


Also, the silence of // 
recent panels has caused 

the Car-oonist to begin 

referring to himself in 
the third person. Whether 


this will have significant 
consequences has yet to 
be seen. 


The Cartocnist builds up 
his strength, leaving a 
strip devoid of visual 
elements so Lhal he can 
focus his drawing skills 


on the challenge ahead. 


In other words you're 
stalling for time. 


That's not exactly how 


Bey! 


I'd put it.... 
You said something! 


Oops. 


Triangle and Robert | What can you offer me that 


would be more valuable than 

\The Cartoonist, still my continued survival? As 
referring to himself in long as what I know 
the third person, begins crucial to the plot and kept 


an attempt to bargain with| hidden, 1 am untouchable. 
Cube in order to avoid \ 


having to 
draw... well.., 
anything. 


Among what you know must 
be the realizaticn of 
how much you have left 
to learn. I can provide 
information no dig 
can uncover. As for your 
survival, I may have 
something to 
offer in that 
respect as 
well. 
Too much text. 
trouble... — 
breathing. 


Triangle and Robert 


The archaeological record 
has massive gaps. The 
Fifth Race had no written 


language, and the Bixth 
left very, 
records. The 
Pudding-Watcher, 
and myself are 
the only 

beings whe can 
fill these и 
gaps. help. 


very few 


If you wish to truly 
comprehend ycur world's 
past, you must deal with 
one or both of us. You 
may be right to fear me, 
Cube, and I understand 
your reticence. Once I 
have what I need from you 
I will be more dangerous 
to you, but I сап 


give you means to 
protect yourself 


Believe me, Cube, I 
intend... you... то... / 


Cube? Can you hear me? 
Cube? hre you dead again? 


iangle ana Robe Oh... I'm dead, that's right. 


I've been here before. 


Ø 


1 was exploring a tunnel, and 
the Cartoonist filled it with 


text and drove out ail the air. 


p 


Apparently holding back 
information isn't enough 


In this case incompetence is 
far more 
dangerous 
than malice. 


Triangle and Robert өтөш зор esu 


TRIANGLE. 
TRIANGLE. THE 
TIME IS NOW. No. 
THIS IS YOUR | 
DESTINY... 


"т not Triangle. 


YOUR 
CARTOONIST 
SEEMS BENT ON 
MAKING OUR 
TASK DIFFICULT. 


My cartoonist? 1 didn't 
vote for him. 
1 


Triangle ana Robert 


. UM... WHILE 
YOU'RE HERE, 
MAYBE I SHOULD 
TELL YOU SOME 
OF TRIANGLE'S 
DESTINY. YOU 


YOU'RE HERE 
AND ALL... 


Hm... that would certainly 
give the Cartoonist some 
extra incentive to bring 
me back to life. 
Go right ahead. 


OKAY. LET ME 
GET MY NOTES 
IN ORDER. THIS 
SHOULDN'T 
TAKE LONG. 


H 4 
Triangle and Robert| : you can come up with 


а мау to revive him I'd 
Triangle. Uh, Cube's..! appreciate it. 


you know. 


11 get to it when I'm finished 
Right... the MSG investigation. 


7 


You're just saying that 
to humor me. 


Maybe. 


Triangle and Robert | sues reeds neip. 


Robert. 


Shh, I'm tracking the 
Gilliammobile. 


N 


It'll be 


After. 


too late. 


How so? 


/ 


I'll explain later. 


Triangle and Robert 


Last time Cube was dead and 
T tried to do him a favor 
I ended up dead with 
him. I don't like 
being dead. N 


` 
You won't die this time. 


Just find a way to get 

Cube back in time for the 

next greyscale strip and 

I'll make it worth your 
while. 


I think I'd rather be paid 
in advance, You're not exactly 
а good credit risk. 


You're acting 

out of character 
on purpose just 
to annoy me! 


Triangle and Robert 
N 


Cube. Resurrection. 
Name your price. 


1do not bave the power to 
perform the task yoa require. 


N 


1A 


Now. 


N 
What about the Ritual of 


Endless Bouillen? 


No. Nothing you can offer 
will induce me to perform 
that recipe. Never again. 


PS 


“ 
Oh no.... I don't have 
time for a flashback. 
Don't you dare start 
talking about the time 

you attempted the Ritual. 


1remember it [ike if was 
almost yesterday. The urge. 
to narrate itis strong. 


N 


IFA 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle! Say "ducks"! 


^4 


Time isn't running in a 
straight line at the 
moment and I need that 


panel to use later. 


I'm not even going 
1o dignify that with 
а comic ellipsis. 


x 
Triangle and Robert | That wasnt what it looked like. You have learned all that 1 can 
‘When I was young, my mother taught | There was grass, and a sky. and.. | feach you. There is po reason 
/ те what she knew of tbe of course. Even when | speak of fo wait any longer. Now, choose 
cuisine-magic. times before the Cartoonist, bis your ladle, 


pe won: inability fo draw takes its toll. 
Prepare the broth, Still, this story is far less interesting | | guess ican try. 
against a plain white background. | 


| do not feel ready, Moto’ 
Í В 


Triangle and Robert | the tte bouitonis summoned 


Iwas young. If bad been more 
and fhus.. na, something is wirong. 


experienced. І would have 
To a rolling boil} bring six turned off the beat and 
«арс of water, facing northeast 1гюейй. covered the saucepan... bat I 
You proceed well 


was a fool. The bouillon was 
summoned, bat it was pot 
beef, nor chicken. nor any 
meat known to polygon. It 
was a dark, lumpy broth. a 

broth of pain and confasion. 


M 


Triangle and Robert 


Мәет The broth! What 


is it doing? 


I don't Know, 


1 saw’ form slowly arising 


from the thick, noxious stew... 


7 


A 
Cube? What are you doing 
in my flashback? 


Flashback? | thought 
this was stroganoff. 


С 


H je lex) P 
Triangle and Robert | Thisisitbowitbeppenedatall | okay everyone, stay calm. 
I don't think Cabe was even alive Mr. Disease, fade your 


What's going on? Exactly then. Cube, get out of my voice out. 
why am I not currently dead? flashback! 
ds this a Firesign 
Theatre reference?| — Mets 
N | 


Z A 


Triangle and Robert | Yes somehow the Ritual of Endless 
„and that's, well, not really Bouillon my younger self performed 
bow it happened at all. ip my flashback summoned you 


from beyond. Excuse те, sir, whats 


going on? Are you the 
Soap Fairy? 


| I'm alive! 


УРУ 1A 


Triang le and Robert | More importantly, now there's QUACK! QUACK! 
N a younger version of you 
Гат upset af the Cartoonisf's running around creating a | 
inept bandling of my flashback. space-time pair of ducks. 
The incident | was attempting to 


describe was very important N 
tome. —————À4 


1A 1A 


Triangle and Robert |! didn't find the Comersheep or any| 
MSG-related evidence, but | 


Triangle and Robert Wacky salvaged some nice equipment 
Scheme Cons... oh, hi, Mr. from the base wreckage. 
Disease. Lam in need of your aid once 
Гал glad that you more. Due to the Cartoonists 
bave returned from startling incompetence, 
Scotland. How was a space-time pair of ducks 
your hip? bas manifested and must 


^ F be contained. 


Triangle and Robert | маз in the Cornersheep's 


The Poultrycollider should make 
this job simple. 


Poultrycollider? 


1A 


Don't worry about it. You don't 
cryo-ornithology lab. He was need the details. 
working on using frozen 


chicken as a power source Good. | don't want any 


for small aircraft. reminders of that night. 
ip Kansas City. 
| Cryo... ornithology. | Don't! A flashback now 
N could irrevocably dent 
the timestream! 


| TA 


Triangle and Robert 
I'll cut away to buy time. 
Triangle, get him to stop 
flashing back. I can give 

you about 5 panels. 
a cafeteria... in a college... 


by a lake... 
М 


1A 


М 


Meanwhile! 

What took you so long? 

I've been hiding in 

7 Terry Gilliam's 

basement waiting. I 

need the strip 

focus in order 

to make my move. 


4 
This isn't Terry 
Gilliam's basement. 
It's the inside of a 
vending machine in the 
Library of Congruence. 


Technically, you 
7 are correct. 


4 


Triangle and Robert | : «oa arso ask уди wny 


I could ask you how you 
got inside a vending 
machine, but I 
think I'll leave 
it as an exercise 
for the reader. 


you're in the Library of 
Congruence, but then I 
would have to write an 

answer for you апа I don't 
think I'm up to it. 


4 
Instead, I will simply 
deposit the correct 
change to get you ont 
and leave quietly, hoping 
that when next we meet 
you'll be done stalking 
poor Mr. Gilliam. 


"4 u 


Triangleand Robert! mat's disgusting. So, are you ready to face 
the pair of ducks? 
N 
Is ne. Yes. Cryo-omithology Il be heading out as soon as 
He'll be quiet for the moment. can be unpleasant. I'm sure Mr. Disease won't 
1 gave him a turkey sorbet. need a stomach pump. 


EIE Є 


Triangle and Robert 


Is that panel going to reappear 


Over there! Are those the... Ducks? every single time 1 say the word... 


: never 
when your 


say 
cartoonist is, well, me. 


H 4 
Triangle and Robert | on, good. in that case, think | The capitalized "rhe" is 


What if| say the word "duck" 1 see the space-time duck and |= reference to Sid Meier's 
singular? Does that work? the other space-time duck Alpha Centauri, in саве 
over there. ГЇ lure them into anyone's wondering. 
тапде and activate The The third panel traditionally 
Poultrycollider. contains a punchline or 


cliffhanger, in case anyone's 
7 wondering. 


Triangle and Robert 


They're charging straight at те! 


Triangle and Robert 


And so, while the 
space-time pair of ducks 
was resolved, it left 
a terrible 
toll... 


Triangle! I'm back / 
and I brought you 
a present! 


Ducks? 


"4 


Thanks. 


No, that's silly. Why would 
I bring you ducks? It's 

a souvenir replica of Terry 
Gilliam s housekey! 


N 


Triangle and Robert | and now he can only say "ducks"? | Then the course of action we 


Rhombus, your triangular must take is clear. 
friend was in a battle. He Roughly. IN lei? 
was subjected to a Luau! | 
sort of temporal 
strain. 


‘N 


Triangle ana Robert Freeing... Triangle? You You upset me, rhombus. 


mean the luau had no 


One luau later... effect? 
^ 
Now cap we get N 
started on freeing 
Triangle? 


УРЫ IFS 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle's herel Triangle ate nothing. 


One more "luau" later... \ Well, if he's going to order 
Yes, but food and not finish it, that's 


"sii " he's hardly 
Why's it in quotes: participating. hardly my problem. 
NA nua »n 
technically He's participating! 
requires Who do you think 


multiple persons. ate all the roast duck? 


Triangle and Robert 


You have to do it with mel Sknaht? 
Skeud! Say "sknaht"t 
BN N Skcud. 


Nice try, 
but... no. 


PA 


Triangle and Robert | виот there stilla young 
Mr. Disease somewhere 


1 can move! I can say in the city? 
words other than "ducks"! 
Tt worked! A what in the who? 
You're okay! 


N 


Right, you were away... Read 
the back strips and get 
caught up. 


Triangle ana Robert What was the point? You could have just said 
I read the back strips and ‘There wasn't one. 


I still have one question. While syntactically 


Then I wouldn't 


correct, that question 
Yes? М. presupposes an invalid haye had anything 
assumption and is for panel three. 
| thus semantically 
meaningless. 


/N 


Triangle and Robert | -. which has proven itself time 


Since the pair of ducks was and time again not to work 
resolved, the younger Mr. in this strip. | 
Disease must have It's not denial, its 


vanished from this Oh, now you've jinxed it. logic. And denial. 
timeline. It's simple 
logic. | 


Oh. Sorry... didn't realize you 
were going for the denial plan 


Triangle and Robert 


You mentioned a "denial 
plan" last strip. Does 
that have anything 
to do with medical 

insurance? 


You're an idiot often enough 
that you don't need to Бе 
опе on purpose. 


And we don't have 


ike 


“leeih"? 
Well, if you replace the "t" 
dental" with an "i 


You've done 
enough talking 
for one strip. 


Triangle and Robert | No. 1 was wrong about him being | Then we wil all rest 
Okay, I've been hesitating to involved with the MSG mystery | — easier tonight. 


ask this, but are there any loose and he also isn't a giant 
ends left from your Gilliam-stalking crustacean 


adventure? | 


Triangle and Robert | Itwas Cube's resurrection Triangle, you're using logic again 
into the middle af Mr. Disease's 


Is Cube dead again or was that | flashback that caused the pair 
effect of the pair of ducks of ducks, not the other way 


permanent? N around. 


AO 


1 can't help it! 


Triangle and Robert |: aian't nave one in mina 
at the time, but I guess 
‘What was the point of all that? | in hindsight it serves as 
an illustration that I'm 
just as likely to kill you| 
OFF when T need you as 
when т don't. 


Point? 


In other words, you're an 
idiot often enough that you 
don't need to be one 
‘on purpose. 


More or le$s. 


" ^ 
Triangle and Robert |5\оз1йп' you nave started! тра; their problem. 


with some recap about said| 


ish my Tetris theories and why I want 
exhange for a means| ` Chen published? The 
1 сап keep you from | „aders aren't going to | My sentiments 
| Killing me off. knew what we're talking | exactly. Now, 


about. to business. 


Triangle and Robert | ima wacky scheme consuttant. 


Do you want a wacky scheme 


Triangle! 1 need your help. consultant as a bodyguard? 


The RDCLBA is going to 
try to kill me once they 
read the previous strip. 
Can you protect me? 


N 


1 need something! 


Hm... how about a 
wacky scheme to 
enlist Mr. Disease 
as a bodyguard? 


Triangle and Robert | Ibelieve know why you are 
Excuse me? Га like eighths 
on my chow mein nachos 

and another five root beers. 


УРУ 


bere, Cube, and | sympathize with 


your situation. Eat slowly and 1 
will provide complimentary 


bread. 


IA 


Thank you. 1 will. 


1A 


Triangle and Robert | wacky. A bit straightforward 


Triangle, why. for my taste, but wacky. 


The Locust Garden EN It's not really that 


‘open 24 hours a day straightforward, | 
now. As long as Cuba had to make sure he 
stays there and eats wouldn't get full. 

he is under Mr. | 
Disease's protection | | 


You mean the partially digested 
chow mein periodically 
materializing in the bathtub 
is because of you? Here I was 
thinking I'd finally found 
a cheat code! 
A cheat code for 
our bathtub. Bizarre 
yet consistent. 


ГАХ 


Triangle and Robert | Maybe it's hot, cold, hot, cold, | Additionally, nothing in our 
1 just hope I disabled the drain, drain, flush, flush, select, | bathroom has a select 


teleporter's controls properly. lukewarm, shower. 
If it changes settings while You're not listening. 


he's ealing something 
odd is likely to result. 7T 


button. 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm on tha phone with 

a plumber now, Robert. 

She says it's a known 
bug and she'll come 
update the EPROM 

sometime today.—, 

Until then, just 
stay calm. 


4 


No, you're really better off if | 

don't explain. It'd really just 

make you and your readers 
unnecessarily confused. 


7 


Un 


^ 
I think I'll take your 
word for that. In my 
world, the only danger 
they pose is when the 
sproingy axle part flies 
off at an unexpected 
angle and hits someone. 


Triangle and Robert 


Ibelieve danger is approaching. 


I'm ready for it. 


1A 


Step aside... glyph. 


We don't have any 
business with you. 


This is my restaurant. 
Order or depart. 


1A 


^ 


Yon appear not to know 
who we are or what we 
can do. 


Again, this is my 
restaurant. Look over the 
mena before you make 
your choices. 


Al 


Triangle and Robert Well, we haven't had lunch. 


You think you're a warrior-chet,| Јаз what do you plan to do? We'll eat, then we'll take 
i care of our business with 
the cube. 
lan. I plan to take your order and 


| serve you a meal, or to eject 
you from the premises if you 


\ j donot order, x j 
: | s 


Triangle and Robert | Of course not. They are my 
So what's the plan? guests. Until they strike, 1 will 


Are you going to serve them as I would any offers. 


poison them? And poisonings would 


be bea publicity. 


ig yes 


assure you, that did 
not enter my mind. 


1A 


I've never understood the 
connection between cooking 
skills and combat ability. 


Triangle and Robert 


They're eating slowly. 
think they're really afraid 


of you. They are aware ‘What is there not 
| of the quality to understand? 
of my cooking — —34 
and what it | 
implies. | 


1A 


JP 


The connection between 

cooking skills and 

combat ability. 

I will have to enlighten 

‘you at some future time. 
Currently, there is 
mach for me 
todo. 


JP 


Triangle and Robert | wore notieaving What do you mean? It 


Hey! My fortune cookie without the cube. M “THUD 


// jost says "anvil"! 
You have eaten. Leave 


our fortune says 


е otherwise. Will you be leaving under your 
the premises unless you own power or shall [call for 
desire seconds BN ар ambulance? 


PS 


H N 
Triangleana Robert| me ensuing battle is, 


Cube! Attack the small one! The of course, beyond my 
others ace mine! ability to draw. 


I'm on itt No surprise there. 
N 


1A 1A 


So... I guess this is 

going to be ancther of 

those totally useless 
third panels. 


Such would seem to 
be the case. 
1 


JP 


Triangle and Robert | ! thought you might. 


"After the dust clears... 


Т now see how cooking 
relates to combat. 


УРУ 


^ 


L just hope that was 
all the assassins they 
could spare. 1 don't 
want this to become 
a running gag. 
DE 


A 


Remain in my restaurant until 
you have finished writing 
of your findings and they 
become published. After 
that point your death will 

be of no benefit to the 
RCDLBA. 
RDCLBA. 


Iwas close. 


Triangle and Robert | They're not alone, there are. We're going to the hospital, 


Robert. The Sentri d 
Mr. Disease is spending all his wea 


time running the Locust Garden | Doctors? Not a chef or T'll bring tulips. 
and guarding Cube. No a mystic among them. 
one's watching the They don't count. 


Sentries. 


i Listen, One way or another we're| Triangle! She's letting 
Triangle and Robert getting into the Sentries’ room. us inl 


— Visiting hours are over. We can visit or we can use а So I can leave the 
Triangle, let me wacky scheme, Do you want a So сап leave the | 
напета маску scheme to happen on 
your shift? = \ 
~~ 


s~ 


These rooms only have Only if the strings were. 
1wo beds each. holding up interior walls. 


Ithink Mr. Disease What do you mean? 
pulled some strings. 


DIA 


He... remodeled? 


Triangle and Robert | м. Disease was 1 dont know. Franidy, the 


‘The hospital just let him rather insistent. whole case has me stumped. 


demolish a wall? N Do you think What can you tell us? 
It seemed the safest he had a good 
thing to do at the time. reason? 


N АДЕЛ МалЛ\ 


Triangle and Robert| Their vital signs are Mr. Disease told me a story 


| ` synchronized. about what happened to them, 
The four patients are in a coma. but it's not consistent with their 
The same coma. That makes sense. injuries. 
| They went down 
The same? as a unit. How во? 
They don't have | 
any injuries. 


p 


j, А a The inherent wackiness 
Triangle and Robert |r guess.. in а way.. that's wacky. | Б чыте рен, 


Triangle? Are we just MN and customs is a field 
going to pace here watching to MN Iam long overdue 
the Sentries nct do anything? 
nything Something. to explore. 


Thats tha plan. N " 


"4 


Triangle ana Robert Con I talk yeyo. 


ЛО ЛО A 


Triangle and Robert 


So, while Triangle tastes 
at the hospital, we go 
now to... um... some 
other scene? 


Wow, your highness! Is that 
really where ferrets 
came from? 


No. Mo, it is not. 


Incredible! 


Have рои actually 
Been listening to 
anything I've said? 


Triangle and Robert Where's Robert? 

Robert? Where are you? 

We're going home to get 
something. 


Of course... the Starham. You'll find out їп 
abcut... forty-five 


seconds. 


uo 
rty-eight 
late 


conds 


Robert? Robert! What are... 


where did you... you're 
going to crash! 


/ 


That's what I'm trying for! 


Triangle and Robert | amming a torit ERUNCH] into the walls? 
Why аге уоп epunch Tm helping! — 


Triangle ana Robert Robert... Are you trying 


Mr, Disease only knocked to tell me something? 
Mr. Disease knocked down a down the wall that was 

wall, but the Sentries didn’t keeping the Sentries We're going BN 
wake up... so I'm gonna aut of each others" home, Robert. 
knock down some more, lines of sight. And no, you can't 
walis until they do! \ keep the forklift. 


/М 


Triangle and Robert | we are aware of that. | Listen very carefully,” 


Ferrets were never Yow listen. Wr. the Bear, for the 
a part of this Okay! fate of this fano hinges 
conversation. 7 У on pour understanding 

and wisdom. 


Hil I'm Р 1 f I 
il Im yos the Bear! Don't worry, ma'am, 


7 marmots are my 
specialty, 


Triangle and Robert | The physical bone may have been | m not sure about the reforging 
shattered or even pulverized, part. It'd be easier to just 
but the Starham's power would not use it in a stew. 
have been broken so easily. and again the sudden 


The Starbone was 
destroyed, NEN it? 


1 don't think. So we have to find and unremarked 
emergence of 


itwas. the remains and б 
seeming N 


| reforge it? wackiness. 
Huh? 
^ 


Triangle and Robert | How are we possibly going to 


I find myself about to ask a 
question of you which will almost 
certainly lead to a zany answer. 


We need to magnetize 
a pig. 
^ 


find the remnants of the... oh. 


Um, may T ask another? 


Of course. 


/\ 


O 


How does one magnetize a pig? 


Rub it sideways against 
a magnetized cow. 


Oh. How... 


You use a mee 
тоза. 


/N 


v 


Triangle апа Robert| what if you made magnetic N 


hoes? More or less meanwhile, 
You magnetise the horseshoes pigshoes in another plot... 
and ride it around a while. 


Oh. Skipping the larger Then you can just put the 
animals... efficient, if it's ferret in any still body of 
N feasible. 


| water and it'll point north! 


lease leave. 


Triangle and Robert | ! suppose we can try. 1 think the staple gun will 
Fridgé magnets ard solve that problem as well 
it T 


a staple gun? Comic cruelty to 
It'll work, won't it? animals, Very N 
М, traditional. 


So how do we get 
the pig їо run around? 


Triangle and Robert | think its working. L think well have to 
rely on the staple gun 
So how do we get the 
pig to stop running once more. 
around? This could get 
disgusting, 


5 N 


Watch your aim. К< open this late. 


I know, If we kill the 
pig we won't get our 


deposit beck | 


Ithink it's because 
of the holidays. 


AY 


Triangle and Robert | vou rented the pig? 1 didn't know they stayed 


i This white powder on its flank 
Triangle ana Robert | must ve dust trom the bone of 
Kapow! Kapow! the Starham. 


Pig immobilized It's not much. Will you 


be able to make а 
With any luck it should stew with that? 
be polarized enough to 


attract the Starham. A 


I'l be able to try. Go 

return the pig now so 

we won't forget and 
get hit with a fine. 


Triangle ana Robert $5 extra Go right ahead. 
This pig's magnetized. 
Is that a problem? 


I'm early. If I 
demagnetize it myself — 
апа come back will uU 
there still be a fine? / 
Wait, sir? You 
forgot your 


punchline! 


Triangle and Robert | "No livestock"... that's new. N six thousand high- 


And so, Robert has 24 I doubt it's enforced. velocity pig revolutions 
hours to demagnetize / later. 
and return a magnetized . . 
‘rental pig. Someone' s coming! No 
Frenchy's All- time for a whimsical 
Ne problem. I just Night Centrifuge escape route, I'm Y 
need to get to NOUVESTOCK] going to need a 


а good centrifuge. screwball excuse. 


o 


Triangle and Robert | when the terret is rising, | That was in no respect 
Now repeat it. six ferrets shall tern even vaguely correct. 


‚ f it back, three from the Think, Prozac! Vou ате 
Yt ís essential ^. | fennet and three from the Bink, Prozac! p 


that you other, slightly smaller, ferret, the onfp one 
remember word | in the land of Marmot where who can save 
or word. the ferrets lie. Amen. US... 
f 7 unfortunately... 
I'm going to 


Пе down now. 


Triangle and Robert | The sign's there to keep and I'd just thought up the 


w н k "VERS the locai hooligans from perfect excuse, too. 
t's not livestock, really! It's.. | cowrotating. | know | 
Caim down. N you, you're responsible. You're resourceful, 
Just clean up after you'll find a use 
yourseif and don't try for it. 


to do a whole herd at once. 


Triangle and Robert | So, explain to me the theory 


Stew smells good. behind this stew. Nothing to do with... ferrets? 
Did you return \ ‘The bone healed the No, of course 
the pig? Sentries before, I'm not. Why? 
hoping itll do it again. 


Naturally. 
Y Nothing, really. Just 


That's it? a passing thought. 


^N | 
/ 


Triangle and Robert EN Are you sure this doesn't 
Is it ready yet? involve ferrets? 


I'm going to let it BN N 


boil overnight. VA Yes. 


Tranglea am Robert No. It's not Welsh. 

о, tart spelle t " Є M : 

Backwards would бе 3s what Welsh? it's not anything. \ 
"ffivat". Yow please, 


please fisten to me. Are you positive? 


Joe 7 
Is that Welsh? 
^ 


Triangle and Robert when are we going to give | n going through the front door, 


В i " checking in at fhe lobby, and 
Good morning! How's the stew? it to the Sentries proceeding as a normal visitor. 
N After that forklift stunt | see 
1 want to make it as During hospital visiting no reason to take you with me 
strong as possible. hours. I don't want and six reasons not to. 
Its still boiling. to rush this, 


Only six? І have nine. 


UVAIA VAY 


Triangle and Robert II let you out when | 


In hindsight, encasing you in an get back. 
unbreakable rectangle of potted 
meat may have 
been a little 


extreme, but | 
really don't want p 
you getting in ШУ) 
the way today. ps 

N 


PPr 


" Bi 
Triangle and Robert [wat if you're delayed or | | b 


captured unharmed? аз in "Convince the 


Cartoonist to 


та that really safe? come up with 
/ something"? 
The meat will only be unbreakable 
while I'm conscious and unhurt. Plan C. i , 
If anything happens to me Right, that’s the one. 
Robert can get out, N 
—7^ І couldn't eve 
—— come up with a 


C word to 
end it with! 


Triangle and Robert | (zy, soon m You Sentries! | arrive and | bear stew! 


know the room. 


‘That rhombus isn't with you, is he? 
ра ibus isn't with you, is he’ Thank you. 


No, You could say he's... 
ata meeting. 


Ds 


Triangle's def 
learning. 


Think, Robert, think! What 
have you learned about 
meat and magic? How. 

hee hee... “meat and 


адіс"... that's funny.. 


Triangle and Robert 


No... focus. Focus! 
Focus... focus... ferrets 
no, Not ferrets, Focus! 
Mmm, meaty. 


Control yourself, Robert. 
There's a way out of this 


What kind of acid 
dissolves meat? 


Triangle and Robert 


Using his awesome lack 
N of telepathic powers, 
Robert fails to command a 
nearby School of ferrets 
to come to his aid. 


Meanwhile, in a hospital 
the name of which I have 
yet to determine... 


Saline bags... stew... without 
Robert to interfere this 


A 4 
Curiously encugh, it is 
indeed trivial, and as 


the Starham stew courses 
through the blood vessels 
of the four comatose 


Sentries its effects are 
almost immediately 
visible. 
Yay! 


N 


Triangle and Robert | “The taste of potted mea 

Encased in his meaty and is not wholly pleasant, 

\ immobile exorectangle, o 

Robert makes a startling e 
discovery. 


his doesn't all taste like. 
potted meat. There are patches 
of... something tangy. 


That's not the discovery. 
УЛ Right, that's the one. 


Triangle and Robert 


T think I might have tasted 
this before. T just. 
don't know. 


T can’t tell one flavor 
from another. I only 
recognize it as being 
a different flavor 
at all because... of. 


MSG! 
Tt has to bel But... 
how? Why? Why here? 
Triangle didn't use any 
additives or seasonings 

when he encased те... 


H 4 
Triangle and Robert | ^ Rovers gone! I'11 take your word 


for that. 
N 


Robert, I'm back. 


Robert? \ Hun? You can't tell? 
Р Hm... oh yeah. 
He's vanished, leaving I get й, Right. 


behind a Robert-shaped White background 
cavity in the potted meat! white shape... cute. 


He's definitely gone, though. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm not dead, I've been dead 
and this isn't it. 


N 


Thus, T cannot logically be 
in the afterlife. 


m 
Triangle and Robert |e question then becomes:|The question then becomes: 


did he teleport out, or 


The rectangle is unbroken. was he teleported out? 
Robert wasn't broken out.... . 
that implies teleportation. I'm more concerned with 


destination than motive. 


where? 


You're just typing to 
sea yourself talk now. 


Triangle and Robert | wandering aimlessly 


This isn't gratuitous 
background junk. 
Tt has a scent. 


N 


around a pointlessly 
decorated landscape 
which may or may not 
be the afterlife N, 
is awfully dull 


The cartoonist’ 
to liven it up b: 
around with dit] 
ly make the sif 
more depressi 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Y's а) conscious, Б) ambulatory| weat.retated distress? Since 


and c) following me? when have you been able 
The potted meat was 1o sense that? | seem to 
tampered with! Whatever you added recall you being almost 
Chosen one! to our IVs acted startlingly nor-telepathic. 
Do you require quickly! | awakened | Your potion healed more 


my aid? \ sensing meat-related| than my body, BN 
- distress, so | Triangle. Many 
p pursued. N abilities | had 
forgotten are 


returning to me. 


Triangle Robert А They can, but they won't 
g'eand Well, explain some things (0 me. | | know how this strip works, the 


Tell me about your past, How did you become the Meat А 
Cartoonist won't let any h 

miss Concarne... if that's your Sentry? How did you forget? | coma to Robert while someone's 
пате, I mean... Why did you join the ICI? wing exposition. Tell me first 
Who, in short, are you? giving exp h 

Iti X й g then we'll go after Robert. 
I'm the Meat is about 
Sentry. Details that kidnapping- 


can come later. 


N 


H ^7 4 
Triangleand Robert] sy fauie. writing error. | усу can trust ner. 


You claim to have sensed my Maybe not indefinitely, 
out at least for the 


"meat-related distress", and yet What? eeu азар тор qmd 
you failed to recognize the те n 
meat-based solution which U e one after. 


was entering your body 
intravenously. 


lun... uh.. 


N 


1can, but I won't 
^ 


— = 
EJ 


Vw et alene here, 
am 


L 


Triangle ana Robert 


Should I be able to figure 
out what's going on? 


N 


I mean other than you 


Still no. 


Not really. 
I haven't put in 


many clues. \ 


Triangle and Robert 
I can explain my actions, 
but I can't excuse them. 
Don't take me with you if 
you don't trust me, but 
at least listen to my 
observations. 


1 


1 suppose. 
Note the tangy 
patches on the 
potted meat. 
What tangy 


/\Z patches? 


You have blinded 
yourself with 
self-reliance, 
Chosen One. 

Well, not blinded, 
per se, but the 

gustatory equivalent 
thereof. 
That would have sounded 


batter if you'd stopped after 
_/ "Chosen One" 


Triangle and Robert | He is not only a friend. 


ili He is a sidekick. You 
Perhaps your skill is М 
great, but you still must should he hold him 
have allies. Do not аск. s ald nas 
discount my potential... | benefitted you before 

or Robert's. andis likely to do so 


again. N 
баны | | | 


You wouldn't be here to 
say that if he'd kept 
me from administering 

that stew! 


You would have 
succeeded 
eventually. There 
was no call for haste. 


NI 


Triangle and Robert 


You know, you talk... big. 
We couldn't fit a 
punchline last strip. 


Force of habit. 


A] 


I did a lot of shouting 
i 


Is there any chance 

you could turn it down? 
My ears hurt... no... 

1 have a, uh, headache? 

My apex hurts. 


/ 


the Meat Enforcers. 


You speak strangely. 


1 know, The 
Cartoonist has some 
strange ideas, and 
їп a way I'm one of them. 


"4 


Triangle and Robert 


You haven't pretended to 
go insane again, so this 
isn't a mock-up of your 

psyche... 


‘The mind of the MSG. 
‘The question is what 
does it want with me. 


ON 


It's not precisely the 
afterlife... It's not 
the Zone of No Pudding. 
it's... it's tangy. 
Almost like a pale 
imitation of... of course. 
This is the neural- 
flavored network substitute! 


And meanwhile... 


Triangle and Robert А 
You're right. I was so sure 1 know! Let's trp it 
of myself | never stopped this wap. Ж Sark 


to taste the plot thickening f 
erret has Begun to 


around me. If you can tell Portally! nd = 
where Robert is, lead N vA \ creep over this (and, 
yi юш thing! РА \ and ancient ferrets 
ure thing’ \ fave long spoken of 


N PES V an outsider who 


К would come and 
rejoin the three ferrets of... 


Triangle ana Robert | Well, yes, but... Net a broblem 
So I should start by | this ts a MAGIC. P 
climbing to the peak of the ferret. It won't fook / 
<Ferret of the Distant | Пе a ferret, ЗТ 
Gods and pulling from 
the stone the ferret | ООЁ more fike а sword 
Lfind there! why | than а ferret, actually. 
Almost exactly fie 


didn’t you say so? 
(^ а sword. 


Robert! What order are these. 


^ Va Triangle! panels in? 
b Ж, 
What panels? / 
What kind of 
portal was that? 
Wa Robert? Where are you? IN A... very, 
confusing 


one? 


Triangle and Robert | Robert! You're here! Yes, but here wasn't here. 


Okay, so now I was here last strip too. 
where are we? 


Well, it is now. 


Triangle and Robert | wo. At least г don't think so. I'm worrying me too. 
А It's trying to think, but How do we get 

We're inside the MSG. it doesn’t know how, or 
Its psyche, I mean something like "vr 


$ 


1t actually... You're worrying me BN 
thinks? by making sense. 
7 VA Ask Miss Concame. 
I'm pretty useless 
at the moment. 


out of here? 


Triangle ana Robert Oh, you're talking to me. 
Usually people ask Triangle 


" is? 
Is he always like this? that question. 


4 


Triangle and Robert 
I'm not totally sure what's 
come over Triangle recently, 
but I think he's just 
begun fo understand 

‘the extent of his V, 
culinary abilities. 


1 remember when | first 
truly understood the 
ways of meat. Triangle 
has at least four 
times my power. 

I think you've 
hit it on the 
/ nose. 


What do we do? 


We stay out of \ 
his way and hope 
he doesn't kill 
anyone too 
2 badly. 


Triangle and Robert 


How do we get out of here? 


We wait. | 
believe Triangle 
will eventually 


do 
"Comething 
appropriate. 


It's not like | can't hear you. 


Maybe you could have 
phrosed that better. 


I really MAN 


think I could have. 


Triangle and Robert | г ап think so. There aren't | Heyl you hit me with an 


Okay, legi time. It brought any signs of actual intelligence. adverb! Talk littler! 
Robert here for a reason. N 
We don't know what that If we knew where 
reason is. Can we ask it? this neural- 

WA flavored network, 


substitute actu: 


came from; = rm sorry. 
“ме might 
get our 
answer. 


To seal this order І summon 
the Big Scaly Ferret Whose 

Name 1 Can't Pronounce from 
his undersea lair X, 

to drive you back! 


Triangle and Robert 
By the Ferrets of Light 
and Dark and the Four 

Ferrets of the Earthy 
1 command you to 
turn from these 
shores until the last 
ferret has gone 
trom this land! 


He never learned ` 
the incantation 
the right way! 

We're all Soomes, 


нач 


Triangle апа Rober 


It can't communicate. $ 
It wants Robert for something 
and it can't communicate. 


1 was trying not to think 5 TS 
about that, but the answer's 2 
approximately "ridiculously". “з 


That's what I was 


tit has а notion of 

"messenger", maybe. 
It seems like too 

high-level a concept. 


Here's a thought! thinkin X 
Itwants à Just how powerful 3 
=" is this thing? 


IATA I 


Can a psyche work 
like that? A vacuum, 


I mean? 
Don't ask me, it's 


not my strip. 


Triangle and Robert 
It's powerful enough to 
physically draw polygons| 

into its psyche, but its 
psyche is just a... 
The word уоште 


looking for is 
7 "vacuum". 


The idea does have a 
certain... attraction to it. 


Z, Aren't puns 


my job?N, 


Triangle and Robert 


Wacky time! If this place is | Like this. running. 
a metaphorical vacuum, let's | 
take that metaphor апа N As long as he doesn't 
run with it! ~ hurt himself with the 

N sharp parts I'm not going 


How? E 1o worry about it. 


"4 N 


Triangle and Robert 


Now what's he doing? 
1 think he's found the 
metaphorical outside 
of the metaphorical 


vacuum cleaner bag. 


N 


Is it possible to carry 
a metaphor too far? 
He once hiked fifty miles 


pulling a big cart full 
of metaphors. 


N 


Fortunately, it's not 
my duty to understand 


what you're talking 
about. 


Í 


That's a good 
position to 


be in. 
/\ 


Triangle and Robert | не probabiy is. He has something in mind. 


It won't tear! Tam! Just keep Uh... no! T have 
talking! nothing in mind! 
I really thought 9 Just chat amongst 


he was onto yourselves! 
something. A N 


A] TAI 


Triangle and Robert 
What now? I don't 
understand. 
EN Good! 


Okay, you can start 
thinking again now! 
N | 


^ 


Robert I realy 
don't know nái 
= =sgoing on: 


..| Okay; now T would really 
like-.some.sort-of. 
explanation. 


Don't ask me. 


Please don't ask me. 


Triangle and Robert There's no T Do what? 


I did it! We're home! Get us home. 


т IN That's right! So... | 
ld like some proof how did you do it? Oh, right, That. 
of that. 
| he | 
Let's turn on the TV. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | tong-steeping terret-god at this early point, that 


... however, not by the , Bakh-Seraalye was the popular children's show 

darkforces analysts had | instrument of the kingdom's | pharmaceutical Prozac the 
predicted. Preliminary demise. It seems, although Bear, whose royal 
reports suggest that the | conjecture is of course risky| appointment as Hero 


had confounded pundits... 
1200 1200 


- 
It was sort of a dramatic 
counterpoint. Themes from 
each plot thread appeared 
in the other in modified 


Triangle and Robert 
It's over? The whole Prozac/ferret 
plotline is over without 


involving us in any way? 
form to richen the tctal 


narrative statement. 


Are you expecting us 
7 to believe that? 


i The Sentries are opposed ta 
Triangle ana Robert The next assault on the The Sentries are opposed to 
Now, what's the plan? actory. You must have | But why are you striking 
Plan к what? | one in mind, z[ against him? Your presence 
What plan? is a sufficient deterrent, isn't it? 


No! You do not 


Actually, I'm not entirely 
le IL... much. 
cear on- Vi muci understand the 
nature of 
his N 
reat 


What did we A you about font size? 


Triangle and Robert | You are correct, Miss Concams. | | ig operational. It has 


1 пай not recognized the gravity ona’. 
The Pudding-Watcher | ofthe situation. How much time been running since 
before the dawn 


enslaves the souls of the do we have? 
dead to revert the | Time? of polygons. 
non-pudding mass of the} fore the Factory is N So... where's the rush AN 
Factory ie по! destroyed,| Yates! What do you 
, | mean, "rush"? 
N 


all life but his own will 


cease! N 


Triangle and Robert 


Orpuddex's plan won't come to 
fruition Puddingion. 


^ Not fruit. 
Pudding. 


N 


The word's still "fruition", and 
Orpuddex's plan won't соте to 
it for thousands of years, if 
even that soon. Meanwhile, 
the souls enslaved in 
his Pudding Factory of 
the Dead are no worse off 
than they would be released. 
I've seen the afterlife. 
7 It's dull. 


Yes, it's a clear global threat 


which must be defeated. 


However, it is a very slow 


global threat which does not 


need 


to be dafeated anytime soon. 


Then why did 
take such р: 
revive те“ 
and the 
other 
Sentries? 


you 
s to 


You do not consider the 
Pudding-Watcher to be 
relevant? 


Maybe it was presumptuous 
of me, but | was somehow 
under the impression that the 
Sentries actually had something 
to do with something relevant, 
like the Time of the Oval 
or something. 


Yes, that's it exactly. 
Orpuddex relates to. 
all this. The Factory doesn't, 
but Orpuddex himself does. 
I was hoping you knew 
something. 
^ 


Now that you mention it, 
my memory has become 
fairly stable. | believe | may 
have aught to tell. 
"Aught?" 


Blame the Cartoonist 


^ for that one. | 


Triangle and Robert | We could get this over with Z 


The Cartoonist came 
suddenly, but his 
appearance distorted 
time, and so some 
consequences 
took place 
before 
the strip 
began. 


Finé 


sooner if you switched to a 
smaller font size and stayed there. 


What? 


I like this big 1 EN 
Uh, a little louder. X 


Can you hear me now? 


lettering. Less work. 


But we'll be here forever! N 
/ Yeah, that's good; 


No more room in 
’ this strip though. 


Triangle and Robert 


‘The Cartoonist’s presenca sent a 
fourdimensional ripple back in time, 
апа the Pudding Factory of the Dead 
suddenly became rsachable. For 
‘some very very long amount of time 
‘the Factory had been unreachat 


from normal space, hidden * 
ina sell-contained fold 
of space-time 


accessible only to 
the Watchor, 
Orpudde 


The existence of the Factory, until that 
point, was an obscure 


Cube said that Orpuddex's 
presence in normal space was 
а sign of the Time of the Oval. 


gend, on». 
of thousands of mythical threats. When the 
legend was proven true, we Sentries struck. 
However...we were unprepared. We had 
each fought separately, furthering tho 
cause of our own food group. As a team, 


It may very well ba. That is one 
prophecy which was lost 


even to us Sentries. The cuba. 


we many secrets mere 


So, did the Cartoonist's 
wwe 
Uh... I spilled tegfa on 
ту keyboagfrd.... you'll 
hagfve to inish thagft 


untrained, and so against 


the Pudding-Watcher wa wore 


N 


sentence tomorrow. 


Triangle and Robert] nany event me emergence of the 
So did the Cartoonists presence | juri mcr me ter ana e aroused 
trigger the Time of the Oval, our memor 
ar did the Time of the Oval 
cause the Cartoonist to 


And you all reacted differently.... 
the Dairy Sentry started thinking 


bagin the strip? 
uM he was a letter and physically 
‘dont know mE | changed into one, the Grain Sentry 
dienen S started a new life as the Food 


Pyramid... 


N 


and the closest job I found was 
that of a Maat Enforcer. 

But surely, you recognized 

them as evil before long? 


but had forgotten tho Sentries, 


No. It looks different from 


the inside. And... 


1 know. Don't call 
you Shirley. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Why wasn't the Vegetable Sentry | we nad tought ne would respons to 


with you the first fime? ‘our call, but he was too deep In thought. 
Then, when we wore defeated, 


he absorbed some of the psychic 
He had suffered a dafeat and hock and his meditation turned 


‘was meditating. You know that. Into a сота, 


So then, once your memories 
were restored, you all 
went for the Factory again. 


The first time we attacked, the 
Vegetable Sentry was absent. 


1do? From which | awoke him in 


Wie thought that with all four | тое телу stipe ago ан» | Denmark, So that's why he stil 
of us combined, we would spoke to you aboutthe mater. | had his memories, and why he 
have по trouble. N Perhaps you should peruse. didn't know where the rest 
the archives if your memory of you were. 


needs refreshing.\, | IX 


Triangle and Robert | Dontgo chasing after him Hey Triangle, is the 


unless he starts to do something | exposition over now? 


So, to put it in a less bath evil and competent. 
flattering light, the excitement You're no use unconscious. Yeah, you can bring in 
of discovering that the the сап-сап zebras. 
Pudding-Watcher was real I suppose. 
distracted you from They exploded. 
realizing how y expl 


might ba tho case. 


N 
pathetic he К< 
is now. VA 
À Vxuppose that 4L 
^ 


Triangle and Robert 
If the can-can zebras 
exploded, what are wa 
going to do about the 
next plotline? 


I think it's 
Cube's turn. 


"4 


К 
And so it is. 


Another refill? 


T7 | 


No. i done. 


1A 


You have... completed the paper? 


Yup. АП 1 have to do now 
is fax it to a few journals 
and maybe put it on USENET, 


and then I won't be worth 
VA anymore. 
My Immo 
facilities are at 
your disposal ү 


It's sent. 1 am no longer in need | You kept refilling everything 


of your protection. Thank you | for me, even after days. 
for your hospitality, Mr. Nothing in your code requires 
Disease. free seconds on main courses or 


hot beverages. Why did you 


о go so far out of your 
wartior-chef to deny way to be me? 
bespitly toa 


Itis not in the way of al 


Tmust know what transpired 
ip the city of Tetris. Your story 
will fill in many gaps in the 
bistory of the warrior-chef 
tradition. 


/O'- Also, the Locust 
Garden's continued 


appearances in 

the comic strip are 

surprisingly good 
for business. 


Triangle and Robert | And as for your ena? 


Cartoonist! I've held up my end. 
So you have. By 
your actions, much 


knowledge formerly| 
lost is now 
within the 
domain of 
polygons. 


You will be beyónd 
my ability to be 
harmed. It is a 
simple process. 

Remember that though 
you have eight vertices, 


I draw but seven. 


So? 
"4 


Make a mark upon your 


hidden vertex, and keep 
the nalure of the mark 
hidden to me. Any of the 


ancient scripts I don't 

have a font for will do. 

I will then be unable to 

draw you from an arbitrary 

angle, and so I will have 

no power over your life 
and death. 


What an incredible 
/ load of bezier crap. 


i з ? Yeah, sort of like 
Triangle R It is. If I really wanted| Dogma? Yeah, 
ta 9 апа Robert to kill you, I still that. And I can't kill 

raw you from the cther 


could. The peint is that, | you accidentally, since 
\.side in the afterlife. | since we've spent strips | you'd be ejected from 
Look at the archive if you! negotiating this deal, the afterlife for 
don't believe me. the readers wculd know non-drawability. N 
This sounds very | if I deliberately broke 
tenuous. N it. If I deliberately go 
pack on my word, the whole! How сап I be sure my spi 
strip falls apart. will have the mark, not just /—, 
The Gospel According | my body? 


еї Acc Use really 
to Kevin Smith? 


а ink. 
N Z A 


Triangle and Robert 
Cube, your conclusions, though 
they contradict mach of what 
[believed myself to learn, are 


inescapable. 
~a N 
— J 


If Га been thinking on the right | н. 


track the peppermili would 
have been the only clue 
1 needed. 
How were EN toknow? 


That's true. 


WO 


, if you're gonna keep 
alluding to Cube's 
findings instead of 
explaining them, let 

me know sc I can cut to 

another scene. 


1A 


Sorry, force of hal 


Triangle and Robert | !*rov.Iread your paper already. | When the Fourth Race died out, 
their creations continued to 


The peppermill was powered u А grow and change. We, the 
by nothing more or tess than | This is for the benefit Seventh Race, are the distant 
geometry itself. The Fourth Race| ОЁ the readers. 


harnessed geometry as a tool. | descendants of these 
and constricted great wonders Ob, of course. I geometric devices, 
” by using it. apologize. 


` 


ур] УРУ УРУ 


The saying that the meek would| Yes. 1 do not understand the 1 have found nothing at all 


inherit the Earth dates back | lack of an ovine archaeological | _ to fill that gap. Between 
to the Fourth Race, and so it. | stratum, but the Fifth Race was intelligent sheep and 
came to pass that the Fifth Race| undoubtedly of sheep, and polygons came a sentient 
evolved from the Fourth Races | reigned for a great deal species about which I have 
very symbol of humility. of time. learned nothing beyond 
4^ | its existence. 
„Ваа. What about the Sixth? And so the quest 
| \ for knowledge. 


Ы W ^ F mast continue. 


Triangle and Robert 


ARCHAEOLOGICAL SCORECARD 


First 
second 
Third 
Fourth 
Fifth 
Sixth 
Seventh : polygons 
Eighth unknown 


* (Puddans?) 


the Sixth Race was 


a 
I could tell you whe 


affecting the plot, but 
you either wouldn't 
believe me or'd get mad. 
1 thought it might be 
something in that 
category. 


without 


4. 
As for why the Fifth left 
no record, all the clues 
for that are in the strip. 
Let me knew if you really 
can't figure it out. 


Why do you on 
making my life a puzzle game? 
И 
It's that of 
\ Sokoban. 
Sokoban's also 


a puzzle game. , 
Whatever, 


Triangle and Robert 
You listed the Eighth Race on 
that archaeological scorecard 

thing. 
2 Yow know why- 
It's the Time 
of the Oval. 


How much time do we have? 


I can't answer that. 


It's not set in 
scene. 


But the time for polygons 
on this world is nearing 
its end. 


/ 


All things are 
nearing their 
ends, at 
different rates. 
Can't you stop being cryptic 
for one whole conversation? 


| I ап. 
LA CN 


What do you mean, "ah"? 


Triangle and Robert | че been paying attention... you 


So what exacily is the explained what it means that You don't know. 
significance of the Oval? the Qvalis реге, but what is . 
the Oval itself? Its not a matter of not 
You haven't been knowing, so much as... 
paying attention? Well, you see, the the evidence... being... Ap, 


І archaeological record 


x of the Fourth Race is 
si ione pont very Ду 


Qo 


1A 


^ 


. ^ 
Triangleand Robert! — what was in the envelope? Tim saving dior 


а later plotline. 
Well? 


1 was holding it! 


The... hey, yeah. 
Well what? BN Wh MM ? You can't just... | mean, 
| еге | go you can, but you... 


Triangle and Robert 
M 


The Cornersheep reads 
of Cube's findings. 


Sheep controlled the 


Earth once before. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


My flock rebelled against me, 
but with this document as 
inspiration | can gather a 
new flock, a flock united nat 
оту by my power but also 
by an awareness of 
manifest ovine destiny! 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


The Fifth Hace shall 
rise again. 


o Baa. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP 


ы 


Triangle and Robert| ^ recap of past events }|1'11 start oné next strip. 


Within the Oval, a concerning the Oval is Don't try too hard 
decision is made. probably in order. to figure out who's 
Preparations are begun narrating it. 
for a landing. 


DEC 


Triangle and RoberT| Taller of two lifeforms Candi L 
9 took hold of the Oval and Spcluston: Fanguage:|s 
isomorphic to English, with 


Day 2 sat on it for some time. drastic phonetie shifts. but: 
Finally reached planet. They argued. Took language ае * e ng 
Descended. Sighted two local | samples, fed to translator. ul g 


grammar. 


lifeforms, polygons both. This world may be Earth. 


Each was larger than the 
Oval. 


Triangle and Robert 
Day 240 
Attempted communication 
with lifeforms. Was 
briefly successful. 
Additional lifeforms arrived 
on the scene. Argument 
broke out between 
natives. 


Sudden teleportation 
occured. Oval relocated 


to high-pressure pudding. 


Core of planet? 


Natives unable to survive 
in pudding core, with 
one possible exception. 
Oval unable to propel 

within pudding. Trapped. 


Triangle and Robert| топаз sneep this times Once removed from the pudding, 
the Oval's engines soon restored 


sheep, if this is indeed Earth] 
themselves to working order. 


Dy ane are polygon-based and 
The pudding-based lifeform distinctly quacritarera The sheep fired various weapons 
having previously departed, One, apparently a leader, exhibited | ате Oval during my escape. 
the Oval was alone when the sheep | telepathic abilities. This sheep No significant damage was done. 
mining operation appeared. had the Oval brought to the 


surface for examination, 


After o head start during which 
this polygon hod а heated conversation 
with two others, it gave chase. 
The Oval ran out of fuel and was 
captured. 


Triangle ana Robert 


Doy 2+ 45 

Taking readings of the interior of a 
vast building referred to by locals as 
the International Culinary Institute, 

the Oval encountered a polygen 

warning it to flee. Uncertain of 
the local political situation, | took 

this advice at face valve. 


rN 


Apparently a group called the 
RDCLBA had been offering a bounty 
of some sort for the Oval, but 
it had since been rescinded. 
Released, the Oval soon refueled 
(the availat of compatible fuel is 
further evidence that this world 
is Earth) and returned to orbit 
to make observations from safety. 


Triangle and Robert | It's stupid. It's just...| These shapes are unfit 
plain... stupid. to rule a planet. I 
Day & 4 $3- know what I must do in 
observations void order to save the Earth. 
This is, undoubtedly, a 
world where simple 
polygons evolved from man. 


Triangle and Robert 
The Oval? 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP 


You seek їо overthrow 
the Seve: 


Tell me more. 


o 
о 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC D 
‘SHEEP 


am ¢¢om #0 
sDxN&; #000 
iyekan 
Cut that out. | 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 
THAT WAS JUST TO VERIFY YOUR 
INTELLIGENCE LEVEL. | 


05 super, Head my flank. 
УУ I Е: 


ow. 


INSERT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


May i see you? 


1 WOULD PREFER NOT 
ТӨ EMERGE, I SUSPECT 
MY APPEARANCE WOULD 
‘TRIGGER POTENTIALLY 
DANGEROUS RACIAL 
MEMORIES, 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


understand. There's no 
telling how a polygon might 
be programmed to react. 


O 


t A POLYGO 


JAJ, SHEEP. 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle ana Robert I've been working on this... 


Hello, are you the wacky how much to get your 


ipd ан input? | have a feeling Yeah, there's never a dull 
! made a mistake moment in the wacky scheme 
Xodeed we are; BN somewhere. NC consulting business. 
Let me see it. 


| 7 N 


Triangle and Robert 


I feel like I'm expected 
to say or do something. 


It'd be nice. 


Maybe 1 should go 


train with Mr. Disease. 


You surpassed 
him long ago. 
You won't learn 
anything new. 


Well, its better than standing 
here listening to Robert 
explain zaniness tax 
brackets to a client. 


I'm guessing the \ 


brackets themselves 
are non-zany? 


Entirely. — 


Triang leana Robert| Talk show circuit. Now that its 
Triangle! Chosen One! It is too late for the RPCLBA to 
very good to see yout Kill bim be's trying to make their 
activities as pablic as possible. 
Did you come bere fo see bim? 


No. I was thinking 
we could train a little. 


Where's Cube? 
I'm pretty sure I've 
have seen him if 
he went home. 

^ 


N W | \ zs 


Excellenit I was Doping to test 
зоте recipes against a worthy 
opponent. I believe that] have 
wade ap important culinary 
discovery by building on Cabe's 


findings. N 


I'm looking forward 


to ће challenge. “ [rs] 


Triangle andRobert| Ts there a reason? Well, shape up. 


You've been making a lot 
of typographical errors recently... үү, 


I'll try. 
I know. 


А 


Triangle and Robert Is that why most of your kitchen О...кау... frankly, that doesn't 
" is taken up by a particle sound promising. 
Tell me about these new recipes accelerator? 
"The cube finally convinced Yes. [have decided to look You will see. 
we that the four food groups 
were Prid) o beyond Бе bounds of wpat 
u we former! new 
developed an entirely formerly 


new category. as food. | 
i у x 


Triangle and Robert | Yes. When the Fourth Race 


All our food is derived from 
the Fourth Race. 


1A 


Really? 


L 
Need a punchliné, need 


constructed the geometric enfities а punchline, need а 


hline... 
which would eventually give punchline 
rise to polygons, tbey built in What? 
their own nofions of food. | think this exposition 
| | is of sufficient interest 


on its owo. | 


ig T 


Taste this. 


Ex 


How can I draw a flavor? 
How can I hope to convey 
a sensation of taste as 
experienced by a polygon, 
of a flavor with no 
correspondence to the 
human tongue? 


ET 


All that I can say to 
perhaps describe at least 
the magnitude of the 
experience, if not its // 
nature, is that the next 
words Triangle speaks 
follow logically from 
what has transpired, 
despite the seeming 
incongruities. 


Triangle and Robert| the traditions call for "natural | That's dangerous thinking. 


Lad thought that my reliance on ingredients... All was created | AN cuisine is dangerous. 


attificial ingredients and additives by the Beforings, or by the 
was a weakness, tbat had races preceding us, or by the I didn't mean it 
betrayed my roots as a Cartoonist! In what way are our in a bad m 
wartior-chef. ‘own creations any less "райга" 


than those of oar predecessors? 
ГАХ у /N S 


Triangle and Robert | You were not a Sentry before 


Тре Sentries know of their calling 
from birth. I have bad no such 
calling. [cannot be a Sentry. 


From birth? 
Whose birth? 


\ 


The Cartoonist devoted an 

entire strip to me saying it. 
He doesn't break the 
three-panel format for 


bacause there was no faod group 
for you to be a Sentry of. A new 
group has been born today, 


and with ita new Sentry no reason. 
position. 1 will consider 

How can you be so certain? your words. 

` N 


IA УРУ 


Triangle and Robert | A Sentry. What did | say? 


You have total mastery of a single 
food group. You have mystical 
awareness. You ARE 
the Puma Man. 


The what? 
/ The bs 


1A 


The Puma Man. 


The.. N 
1A 


Cartoonist? Have you 
been drinking? 


Not that I can 
remember. 


1A 


> 


Triangleand Robert| cocking had grown / | 1 have three panels to 
N 


dramatically stronger fill and, as far as I 
Triangle and Mr. Disease since the two last know, nothing else of 
trained together well met in bake-cff. any interest is happening 
into the night, and while] In the meantime, Robert tonight. With that in 
Triangle's power was still] continued his lengthy mind, enjoy this crude 
the stronger, it became tax-related wacky approximation of some 
evident that Mr. scheme consultation. bacon. 


Disease's 


^ 


Triangle and Robert 


As you probably know, Prozac 


AS you know, we have lots of 
the Bear was involved in nutty, crazy characters on our 
Tonight we have quite a special | a pattie against legendary | own little talk show, and we 
guest... his name's Cube, you forces of evil, and... well, we'll. | had this incredible brainstorm. 
ht have heard of him, 1 miss him. But! As they say 1 present, for the very first 
don't know.... But first, ladies in show biz, the show must time, our proposed 
and gentlemen, ! want go on, and Prozac the Bear replacements for Prozac 
to talk about... N, was, among other things, a the Bear, in a sketch 
Prozac the Bear. kids-show host. ike to call "Proposed 
N 
opp 


Replacements for 


Triangle and Robert | We are, how do you Enrique and Pierre, the 


ji Zoloft Twins. We're... 
Ayayayayay! sag, ze Zoloft KE ; so very wacky on this show. 


Triangle and Robert 


Ladies and gentlemen, Cube! 
So, tell us about your... show? 


Е paner | 


No. 


lo. 


Book? 


‘Why was I pre-interviewed 
if you don't even bother to... 
We're just a nutty, 
zany show full o* 
fun here. 


I'm here to talk about 
archaeology and my 
experiences with the 
RDCLBA. 
Oh, right, right. 
One of those 
"serious" guests. 


Triangle and Robert Hun? what Hahahahaha. Oh, rm 


sorry, you were saying? 


mum | | Flostaaaal 
discovery. The lintel could not N 
Ауауауауауауау! В 


КЕ 


Triangle and Robert 


So as 1 was saying, it was 
evident that the structure was 
designed for use by beings 
with both a pair of grasping 

upper limbs and a pair 


Oui ouif. 


x 
EM 


I'm leaving. 


Triangle and Robert Say hello to Anafranil 
It looks like we lost a guest, heh Abe Vigodat 
heh. That gives us time to 
introduce another one of our 
"Proposed Replacements for 
Prozac the Bear’! 


7 


Warning: I may cause drowsiness. 


Gipplause 


Triangle and Robert | taies апа gentiemen, this was 


really supposed to be on жез Tic ky / 
My producer says we have tomorrow night's show, but y 


Hove you all so much we'll do 
it today. Cue the jingle. 


Ticky ;;, Magical 
Ritalin Horse! 


a few minutes left before the 
commercial... Bring out Ticky. 


Triangle and Robert | ris isnt a sketen! security: *doop BOOP doop BOOP 


ET 
i doop BOOP doop* 
‘What the... go to commercial! 
Now! Don't you hear that? He's 
7 7 back from the dead! 


Im getting out of here! 


*асор ВООР доор RUOP* 


Triangle ana Robert 1 will take this world 


1know so little with you or without you. 
1 must confess, Гат about you, and you if you do not side with 
wary of entering into во much about me. 


me, | will consider you 
an obstacle. Do you wish 
to risk opposing me, 
sheep? N 


this alliance. 


INSERT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


Triangle and Robert 

Our aims are sufficiently 
compatible... for now. 

Ж, however, you intend 


Ogenocide. 
o 


INSERT 


SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


1 had not thought you to 


The same reasoning you apply 
shy at such concepts... 


to polygonal fitness could be 
turned against my own kind 
with minimal alteration. 
The sheep of this time are 
fundamentally geometric, not 
O purely biological. 


but no. The world must 
not be ruled by polygons, 
but they can have their 
place. Still, why the 
concern? N 


О That can be changed. 
INSERT o 


RES 


SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC 


what I mean. А nd 
Robert, could you go next time better, Don't write strips 


door and borrow a cup of I think T know tired. N 
existentia dread? Im what's wrong, riea "Del" 
running low. 
N spelled backwards. 


Triangle and Robert | ! mean... no, I don't know Cartoonist? Budget your 


/\ 


Triangle ana Robert I still have no strip 


M ideas, but I'm not 


I'm better now. 
writing tired. 


Triangle and Robert | Gee. I wonder what Mr. Disease. | That must be an interesting 


is doing today. conversation. 
The plot stopped. Let's 


get out and push. Me too. I bet he's Yes. 


th talking to the other | 
eor you Sentries about his 
new abilities. ` 


You're just making | Ро you see that mountain 
over there? 


Triangle and Robert 
attack names up! 


So how would you contend 
with Abyss Carrot 
Surprise? 


No. 


Ibad not expected you 
That is correct. I should 


Counter with Rock Candy | to believe me without a 
Shield, sugar-free demonstration. bave thought out this 
variant, then retaliate ^ demonstration more 
clearly. 


with Inedible Chunks 
Narber Nine. N ` ! 
Tg T 


Triangle and Robert | Have you ever eaten at Do so. That will be all 
his restaurant? the demonstration 
you need. 
No. 


T NOY 


I believe him. 


Triangle and Robert | small magics using the that you are a Sentry. 


I still have my memories of | P9Wer of your table scraps. 
the time I spent asan You are a powerful chef, 


inverted capital С. Even in | 2nd with a new food group 


Your confidence is 
bearting. but your verbosity 
leaves Че space 


my weakened form. under your command, I ы 
1 was able to work / cannot doubt \ fora punchline. 
N 7 


Triangle and Robert | What about over the integers? "One is the loneliest 
positive integer...” 


Therefore, there exist There exist negative integers 
infinitely many numbers at least аз lonely as the Doesn't scan as well, no. 
lonelier than the number one. number one. The proposition t 
N only holds if the domain is N 


restricted to the integers 
greater than zero. 


^ PN 


Triangle and Robert | Each of our food groups Those will have to be 
It is decided. In the паз its lore, eons old. This discovered... 
absence of evidence to the new group has none. 


n What is the role of its 
contrary, we shall consider 
Mr. Disease a fifth Sentry? What are his 


Sentry. N duties? f 


or invented. 
N 


There may be a relevant 

piece of lore.... Mightn't 

this new food group be 
the one that includes 
Apocalypse-in-a-Can? 


| V 


of Gary the Stupid? 


It was just 
a thought! 


[Vv 


Triangle and Robert |vou refer to the prophecies| | bave beard of Gary the Stupid, 
but never as a prophet. Tell me 


of this Apocalypse-in-a-Can. 


Wait, you've 

heard of Gary 

the Stupid? 
Really? 


V 


Js 


Triangle and Robert | Not the worst. That is a 


Gary the Stupid, author of common misconception. A 
"99 Things You Shouldn't Do worse chef was Amrel 
With a Toaster Qven and Two the Very Mad. 

That Are Illegal. I've beard of bim. | Po you mean юы 

The worst chef Ni the N 4? 


No, Amrel the Very Mad, 
founder of the catering 
chain that would go on to 
become United Industrial 
Building Supply. 


Туе never heard 


that ` 
“к. УРЫ 


Triangle and Robert | forgotten because of the Many, on topics as 
Gary the Stupid's incompetence | Quantity of his writing. diverse as genetic 


as a chef, while substantial, was I knew Бе wrote many algorithms and the 
hardly unmatched. He is alleged cookbooks. There history of opera. 


remembered where other мете other d 


poor chefs are Those were in the | 
Ж same book, mind you. 
7 M sounds like Cabe 
x W would ios liked bim. 


Triangle and Robert | Itis remarkable in that its Some say that this demonstrates 
Enough sidetracking. The book | Prophecies are justas vague |а total lack of psychic sensitivity 
in question is entitled "Things as those in any other on the part of Gary. Others 
That Will Eventually Happen" | collection, and yet in the believe just the opposite. 
and it is a book of prophecies, | Centuries since Gary the Stupid Itis in this book that the 
/ wrote them not a single оле Apocalypse-in-a-Can is 
has come even remotely true. | described in some length. 


| {Эй anyone ever tell 
4 you you lock hike 
“Triangle when youre 
partially off-panel? 
FN 


Triangle and Robert | ! sensing some tension bere. You | You are correct. We should 


This discussion is у workasa | all calm down and try not 
senseless! If the to bicker. 
Apocalypse-in-a-Can's Indeed. Already Mr. 
mention in the Stupid N Disease shows 
Prophecies signifies his wisdom. 


anything at all; 
itis that it does 
not and will 


never exist! 


i Alone if we must. All signs 
nangle and Rober 
There is now a fifth Sentry, |indicate that the Sentries will 
We must strike immediately! | °° 8 Very dangerous source 
of opposition if we wait 
О E for our friend's plan to 
ü Baa? О go into effect. 

© 


INSERT Baa. Baa! 


SUPERANTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 


LEPATE TELEPATHIC 


SHEEP 


Our mysterious ally shared 
with me certain pieces of 
technology. Europe will be 

ours within a month. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert think real-time strategy 

Games for а good example. 

New factories constructing] 
both sheep ard robots 


N the Cornersheep assembled themselves from 
constructed and fortified | paw materials in seconds. 


small camps of sheep Among the many 
throughout the land of by-products of the 
Europe. 


Using the strange 
technology from the Oval, 


construction methods was 
a substantial amount of 
monosodium glutamate. 


It wasn't happy- 


Triangle and Robert | Pe you think it happened? It happened. I might have 


exaggerated the scope 


! just read the last strip. It must have, Things and speed of the 
Me too. It's that don’t happen don’t operation, but it 
not very plausible. go іп the strip. ppencd. 


Sometimes they do. N So the Comersheep's about 


to conquer Europe. 


..no. I think I see 
what happens next. 
S^ 


Triangle and Robert 


\ You figured it out, 
Robert? How about you 
explain it for the 

readers. 


You're getting me _ 


to write the strip 
for you, aren't you. 


- 


М 
Mmmmaybe. It's that or That was implied, 
Europe is overrun by 


militant sheep, though. 


yes. 


Whoever or whatever's in 
the Oval wouldn't have trusted 
the Cornersheep with so much 
power so readily unless there 


were some kill switch or 
Achilles’ heel. BN 


Right. Well, obviously the MSG 
entity is approaching critical 
mass and will soon be able. 
to consciously manifest 


itself. BN 


Ooh, you're right! 


u 
Triangle and Robert | What motivation can we give it? It's already decided to 


halt the construction. 
So, the neural-flavored network I'm not entirely sure why. 


substitute will shut down the 
Cornersheep's new bases, No need. 


given some appropriate. jealousy. 
motivation. 
orare N Uh... right, sure. 
/N 


I think it's experiencing 


Triangle and Robert 


As quickly as it began, 

\the Cornersheep's hasty 

attempt at conquest comes 
to an end. A jamming 
signal frcm beneath the 
Earth's crust deactivates 
every one of the new 
bases. A second signal 
from another direction 
entirely causes them 

to disassemble themselves. 


You sabotaged me. 
9 What? 


You gave the 


destruct order. 


o 
o 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


What destruct... 


Oh. Oh my. 
This is bad. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Psychic powers in general 
aren't uncommon, but I'm 
fairly certain Рт the only 


Triangle and Robert 
Telepaths, How many? 


What? functional telepath. 
© А 
5 On this world. S You're wrong. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


The override cades were 
stored only in my memory. 
They were stolen! We are 

opposed by a telepath! 


memory... 
Orpuddex? 


Did the rest of you feeltbat? | No, I think the Cartoonist just put 
that there fo indicate something 
The stupid gradient? | was bappening. | mean the quick 
psychic flash of metallic flavor 
and panicked matton. 


renes 
S 


aj 
aj 


Triangle and Robert | Okay. did you bear that? А big thing is talking fo me 
/ and I can't hear it because the 
No. panels are too small 


| Alternately, Im ballacinating 
\ si V | giant letters. 
у 
pet 
alla ~ 


Triangle апа Robert | Are youin danger? Is it the Cormersheep/Oval alliance? 


Okay, just answer Y or М. 
Are you who I think you are? А 
е 
© . 


warn me about sometbing? ls it Qrpaddex? 


| Are you trying to 


Triangle and Robert | Peesitrelate to tbe Oval itself? 


Does the danger involve Qrpuddex N 
ip some way? Ы 
| «y . Is this method of conversation 
Does it relate to the Time of transparent padding on the part of 
| _ the Qual? the Cartoonist? Vi take that 
зға уе; 


УЫ y. у 


Triangle and Robert 
М Backstage at yet 
another talk show... 


The Helix Twins interview 
di rannig long. Can Lget 
you anything? 


Theyre all astronomy, копу. 


That'll do. 


Is there 

anything 

\ toread? 

йде те ON 
magazines. 


N, 


This cover looks familiar. 
I've seen it before, but not as 
а map of... of course! 
It's not WHAT the Oval is, 
it's WHERE it ist 


Congratulations! didn't even 
know you were married. N, 


Triangle and Robert 


You сап? go out there yet 
The Helix Pins arc still ont 


It's a buoy! 


It's a buoy! 
No, not a... | mean the Oval. 
BN It's a buoy, a marker in space! 


— 
— 


12) 


Briefly later... So, Cube... what's this big 
discovery you frightened 
the Helix Twins about? 


Triangle and Robert 
You're interrupting the Helix 
Twins. This had better be 
real good. 
It is. Ml need to 
make a phone call. 


The Helix Twins are done, youre up. 


Thanks. Let me know | Believe те, it's good. 


when a fax comes, | Let me start by 
| introducing my 


research in general. 


You should 
have done 


that бген... 


Triangleand Robert! ^ "ет of what? What did it look like? 
Triangle? What was 


all that about? | I don't know, some A crowded arrangement of 
arbitrary-looking symbols. 


Cube needed me to fax a templey thing. 
rubbing to the studio. An electron micrograph 
of How should, 
1 know? 
"At 


thank you. 
This fax is a rubbing of 

a diagram found in many 
so-called "temples" of the 


Triangle and Robert | Now, took at this magazine Now, thi 


My stage manager's telling me | cover. Can you get a shot of it? 
оё course, a map of the 


you just got a... ap of 
: galaxy. The dotted line is the 
Fax? Great, have him path our solar system follows Fourth Race, usually on the 
bring it up here. every something-or-other same stone as some 
reference to the Time 


— 4 thousands of years. 
of the Oval. 


Triangle and Robert 


Look at them side by side. 
The notation i 
the temple diagram 
map, accurate as of a few 
centuries before the fall 
of the Fourth 
Race. 


unfamiliar, but 
а galactic 


This taco curve is our planet. 
The arrows are its path through 
the galaxy. These big concentric 
ovals are... the important bit. 
The Fourth Race knew 
something about that part of 
the galaxy that we don't. 
They sent the Oval ahead to 
probe it, but the Oval 
did not return. When the Earth 
came to pass through that 
region, it was the end of Man. 


^ 


Compare with the magazine 
map, and you will see that 
the Earth has passed through 
that region two more times 
since then. These correspond 

to the declines of the Fifth 
and Si 


h races. 
And... we're in that 
region now. 


Triangle and Robert | The Comersheep's telepathy, 1 guess this was worth 
the pd the we interrupting the Helix 
у entity, possibly even the Twins for... maybe. 

патопу, but whatever’ | retum of Orpuddex and the 

and probably other effects coming of the Cartoonist Yes. 

7 as well. are due to tl hate the word| 
"anomaly", but it's the only 
onel can think of. 


Yes. I don't know much 


| 


i still think you sabotaged | Except for the genocidal 
my bases, you know. hatred of polygons, you're 


O a very reasonable man. 
{understand that. } 


would think the same ури mean 50 
O in your position. O ра 


Triangle and Robert 
15 all that true? 
(С) tbetieve so. That 


cube is more 


© intelligent than he 


appears. out loud? 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 
We need to get to the bottom 


of this. Do we know any 
astronomers? 


No. Wait. 
sort of. N 


Orpuddex? well, him, but also 
there was a client 


a couple months 
ago... no, never 
mind, she swore 

to kill us next time 

we met. 


AA 


She swore to kill you. 
1 think she might be 
willing to talk to me. 


Oh, rub it in. 

She did have 
giant mantis 
insurance. 


N 


You know 


H HN 
Triangle and RoberT| соп quit any time нам tol | ; cust iras the thine. 
I'm going to see the astronomer 
and then when I get back we're 
going to have a long talk about No! 
this giant insect habit N 
of yours. 
/\ Ё 


Tango .- Robert 


Let us now contemplate 
\ Prozac the Bear. What 
was it that transpired on 
the set of Diurnal Anomaly 
with Brian N. O'Cone? 
The broadcast that night 
gave no hint of the 
strange intrusion of 
the Prozac called Bear. 


First, we must ask 
ourselves how Prozac came 
to be at the studio, and 
indeed how he (if such a 
pharmaceutical can be 
called "he") survived the 
wrath of the awakened 
ferret-god. The answers 
here are simple: Prozac 
is not of this world. He 
is a manifestation of 
the Cartoonist's... uh... 


He is a manifestation 
of the Cartoonist's. Does 
that work without a noun? 
It had better. I don't 
have the energy to fix it. 


Triangle and Robert 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 
You might be wondering what's 
been going on. T you 
are, stop it. 
Tt won't help. 


Now let's all eat pie 


"4 


sin 


You're going to have to 

figure out what he was 

doing at the talk show 
sooner or later, 


i So I can move five pixels 
Triangle and Robert without getting trapped 


L ? 
Are we okay now? in a plot hole’ 


Yes, у; It'll 
only happen when 


I'm focusing on 
Prozac Lhe Bear. 


Yeah] 


Am not! 


Triangle and Robert | How? Here's a copy. 
Hello. | I follow the strip. Ity stl not drawn 


Oh. So you know what 
Triangle: Т way | rm wondering about. | No, but you can read 
expecting you. Mostly, buthe | t T strips 


Ca qp A 


Triangle and Robert | Тоо... oh wen. I'm sure something will turn up. 


The Fourth Race must have tfyow while tm sl 
had tool we - y 9 Uv ip, car 
dow’ more information, strip, 
rothing peciat detectable let me know. I 1 say hito 
anywhere would liketo get my mom? 


C | n | VU] N 


Triangle and Robert 
The race is underway. There 
can only be, at most, one 

Eighth... Race... 
Wait. Go back and 
change that first 
word "race" to 
"contest". 


Would ycu really want me 
to tamper in time like 
that? 


Dialogue is not 
time. Nonetheless, 
Isee your 
meaning. 


The race is indeed 
underway. I count 
four competitors. 

Does that match your 

count? 

The MSG entity, 
the Cornersheep's 
version of the Fifth N 
Race, the Ovalnaut's 
version of the Fourth 

Race, and myself. 

Correct. 


I wasn't counting you. 


i 


There is a small chance 
that Prozac the Bear will 
be the founder of the 

Eighth Race. 


That's sick. 


N 


I know. It's a long shot, 
though. I'm not going to 
worry about it. 


Worry about me. 


/ 


ed 

There will be an Eighth 

Race, Orpuddex. You can't 
change that. 


You wouldn't be so 
flippant if you 
could draw what 
I'm actually N 
supposed to 
look like. 


Triangle and Robert | Hoi on. Strictly speaking, no. 
It can scale things up about 


Triangle and Robert Wacky Robert, put that cricket | eight hundred percent, but it 
Scheme Consultants, how may down! Its already the right | Үн о сас aliasing artifacts 
we inadvertently maim you? size for a cricket! and everything's pixely. 
Triangle. this is Cube. | Sorry, Robert's come up with Sounds like the Cartoonist 
Thave an idea. a sort of growth ray thing is about to start playing 
\ and I can't pull him away 
from it. 


Does it work? 


ANY 


Triangle and Robert | You barely escaped last time. Il see if the Sentries can come. 


What's this idea? Right. and I should | 1 don't think Tetris will bo so 
be able to do easy to get into this time. 
ї want to go back it again. 


‘What about Robert? 
No, I don't think so. 


to Tetris. I suspect 
that among the Okay, you can use the sub, 


working Fourth Race but I'm coming with you. 
technology there t 


І ГА. That's perfectly fine 
can find astronomical br ne 
equipment. y me. y 
` 2 R 


i The Meat Sentry and] will How did | get from home 
Triangle and Robert be T У Н It to Mr. Disease in less than 
T wouldn't want to come | Come: There are... tensions, опе panel? 
> panel 
along anyway T'm busy with | #940 not do well for all five 
my experiments Sentries to share a submarine. 


Ww 


I needed Lo move 
things along. The 
thousandth strip 

is tomorrow. N 


Triungle anl Robert y d 


І № e. 
a this is the the punchlin 


ri ter mom Dott strain yoursel & 
Jo Sor ship 1 


(А Sally y6. 4 mn 
jm 


i PA 
Triangle and Robert | z«exvenisg is the рій. 
Never do that again. Except when it's non-canonical 


I'm not promising | УО! pretend it didn't happen. 


anything. 
Those too are plot, 


It didn't even advance of a sort. 
the plot. 


Was Cube the punchline? 


I wai 


Triangle and Robert Is this trip. really necessary? On the way there you'll have 
1 mean, aren't there other sites | to tell me what you know 


with Fourth Race technology about Tetris. 
More or less. that are less... underwater? 


Is the submarine ready? 


That won't take long. 

None in working order. 

The automata of Tetris 
have maintained 
the city. 


m 


Triangle and Robert | Thats it the expedition oft 


| Whyishea — | 
submarine? 


Why... 


N 


Hil I'm Prozac the Submarine! 
N 


1 don't know, | don't care, 


I'm not going. 


All aboard? 
n 


We can find 
another vehicle. 


Triangle and Roberr| Why is heo submarine? I just found a... no, this is 


А bugging me. I'm going to ask 
I'm trying very hard igging going 
Hey Triangle, I. not to care, Now what why he's a NN 
wa? NAT isit? 


7 


ae splash! 


Triangle and Robert 


Тре pharmaceutical one bas. 
become the submarine of 
the wacky rhombus and the 
Chosen One. I find myself 


= It's definitely 


TS a puzzle! J 


Everyone, I talked it over 
with Mr. the Bear and I 
think I understand the 
situation. I'l have to tell 
you between strips, though, 
the Cartoonist hasn't figured 


it out yet. N 


Well, I've figured out / 
PART of it, he's being 
drawn toward Tetris 

because of his potertial 
destiny to found the 
Eighth Race. It's just 
the whole rest of the 
situation that I haven't 

figured out. 


Triangle and Robert | they don't need to go to Tetris 
Any questions? They already have enough power. 

Also, I don't think they could 

change shape anyway. Prozac 
is a very special case. 


Why haven't the other 

potential Eighth Race 

founders turned into 
submarines? 


y 


How do we get to Tetris 
now that Prozac gutted 
the real IN 


You could use а 
giant water "uu 


A 1 


. 4 
Triangle and Robert [on the voyagé to tetris. | pr taking care of tbat. 


Pardon me... do you HAVE How exactly are 
any giant water beetles? н 
we breathing? 
But of course. 


N Are we breathing? \ 


| DEHYDRATED ` 
posae V 


Triangle and Robert 
Prozac sighted to aft 
starboard and closing! 
Does a beetle have 
а starboard? 


N 


I'm an ice cream man, not 
ап etymologist. 


No, you're an archaeologist. 
And you mean "entomologist", 
not "etymologist". 


N 


No. I mean "etymologist". It's 
a question of the oi 


of the word "starboard", 


Triangle and Robert 


Prozac is overtaking us. Is 


Can this beetle 


go any faster? This thing doesn't bave a kitchen! 
that a problem? N 
1 don't... think so.... 1 don't know. Robert 
| doubt he's going to didn't go into detail. 
interfere with us. 


"4 


z 


Al 


i. 2 Mr. Disease! Stop teasing 
Triangle and Robert | When? When have you | Vr Обо Sant Wee 


It's a giant beetle! Of even been in a giant almost there. 
course it doesn't have beetle before? 
a kitchen! 
T 
I bave been in giant ee x 
beetles that had kitchens. exact circumstances. 


gil gill ow 


Triangle and Robert 


“Stop teasing the Meat 


Sentry" sounds. 


Vaguely obscene? 


um. 


Yes: 


Different worlds, different 


standards. Anyway, Cube was 
about to tell me about Tetris. 


There's not ail that. 


It was an experimental 
of the Fourth Race maintained 
by their polygonal automata. 
After it sank, the automata 
continued to guard it for their 

drowned masters. | believe 
that the Seventh Race 
began when \ 
some of these 
polygons 
developed 
independent 
intelligence. 


Triangle and Robert | The <йу was ruled by humans. 
А Its day-to-day running was 
1 smell inconsistency. i 
А handled by primitive constructs 
| _ Yes, l'm defrosting some. | ат t 
Cube, was Tetris which, from a purely geometric 
inhabited by humans or perspective, can only be 
by polygons? termed "polygons". 


N 


Exactly how much intelligence 
and autonomy did these 
polygons have? What you're 
saying now contradicts what 
you said about that videotape. 


Triangle and Robert 


The videotape contained no 
humans. Perhaps it was made 
after the city sank, or after 
the death of the Fourth Race. 


So the automata 
made it 
themselves?, 


| 


They might have had 
standing orders to make time 
capsules or almanacs. 


4 
See? No plot hole. I 
know what I'm doing. 
Ha ha! 


Triangle and Robert |?'" 29t sure, but 1 think Cube! Stop him! He's 


Prozac the... Submarini nets prying то Play going to destroy 
on a collision course with the city! 
the western wall of Tetris. Play what? А 
That's what it BN 
| What is he looks like to | Doctor... Mario? 
up to? ——— n те too! ——À 


N N 


Triangleand Robert| tine of four there, / | lcan talk you tbrough it, but 


those fall that way, hit there is little fime. Begin by 
If he moves adjacent there... she's right. causing a red object to 
to that block sticking out| You'd better stop him. fall upon the rightmost 
near the top, he'll start a How? dont ever know blue spire. 
М 1 " t Dr. Mario i 
chain reaction that'll what Dr. Marig ts Green! 
destroy most of the ^ 


Il and flood 
^ “the city! Red, Believe ne. S [rs] 


Z A 


Triangleand Robert| pent worry aboattbeotber | Put the red three on the 
Put a yellow and blue piece colors, just the blue. black four! 


to the left of the center! N 


No! Put it out | Everyone, sow 
of the way! “Qnderstand. 
inderstand. 


Triangle and Robert | He was a submarine. 
Now he's not. He has 


What is he doing... in the... no continuity. 


subma... uh... uh... 


We need to get into 
Tbe pharmaceutical Tetris. Prozac as the 
does not obey tbe Eighth Race would 
rales of polygons. just be wrong. 
\ N 


W 


Yay! I'm coming with you! 


/ We... 
We can't 


- 


stop bim. 


nr: 


Triangle and Robert | ! suppose thats one advantage | 1 Know! І Know! 
of giant-insect transportation. 
Where do we dock the beetle? / 


I think it's Тре city is vast. How 
docking itself. vill we find our way? 


| ^ 
УЗ | 


I'm not following 
the pil 


Triangle and Robert 
Follow the main thoroughfare 
east until you reach а series 

{С ot ramps, then follow 

the grey markings 

upward, Avoid detection} 

and you'll soon reach 

the aerospace 
center, 


How do you know all that? 


Tm Prozac the Bear! 
N 


Are we to follow this 
antidepressants directions? 


It's no worse than 
wandering randomly. 


Just stay alert. 
; | J 


Triangle and Robert | We don't know what it 
has planned! 


Well, at least rescue us 
when the automata catch 
чё or whatever. 
Fine, but l'II still 
say | told you so! 


"4 


Come. 


I told you, | 52 And thus we need 
don't trust the to be prepared for 
^ pill! contingencies. 


N Help as. 

е Ҹ I'm telling you not 

— to go! That's the only 
help that'll do any good! 


Triangle ana Robert Move! There'll be a 


construction crew along! 
Automata! 
Hide behind me. 1 can EN 
pass for a small building. 
Error detected: 


building <87.5% — 
of optimal size <= 


Triangle and Robert 
Metageometric arbiter 


Launch site? 7 


I thought you were 


Philosophy team? 


of reality detected: They're totalitarian going to respond 
ACTIVATE PHILOSOPHY constructivists. I'll "Totalitarian 
TEAM. ... keep them busy here constructivists?", 
| with the strip focus 
д Cube! Triangle! Mr. while you explore 
Disease! Run! the launch site. Excess punctuation 


detected! 


SN 4 


i; That's not totally accurate, 
Triangle ana Robert МИ 
Okay, so what аге... 
Totalitarian 


Mathematical 
constructivists 
believe that if 
something can't be 
proven to exist it 
doesn't exist, 
right? 


constructivists 
believe that if 
something can't be 

proven to exist, іб 
shouldn't exist. 


They have à very elegant / 

proof that smoking piles 

of rubble exist and are 
fond of invoking it. 


Triangle and Robert 


The philosopher automata 
of Tetris were constructed 
more to get grant money 
than to solve апу actual 
problem. They resolved 
several interesting 
philosophical 
dilemmas, but 
had to be 
deactivated 
because of 
their brutal 


С 
methodology after 
they started to reify 
conscicusness. They 
were kept intact for 
the same reason as 
most of Tetris: 
just in case. 


I present a more 
compelling philosoptical 
issue than you, so as long 
as you Stay out of the 
strip they shouldn't 
try to prove you. 


$ 


p 
= 


Well. You're the 


philosophy team. 
I think I should first 
point out that you can't 


hurt me. The only reason 
I'm not just letting you 
attack is to protect 
the others. 


You can't prove that 
I exist. You have no 
access to the world in 
which I have form. 
Thus, you will attack 
unless I can show that 

an attack is unnecessary. 


To this end, I intend 
to prove to you that I do| 
not exist, and thus do 
not need to be destroyed. 


...therefore, either I 
cease to exist between 
strips, which implies a 

contradiction as 
previously demonstrated, 

or time is discrete and I 
am therefore unchanging, 

which I have shown 
untrue. 


Elegant, but flawed. 
If you exist and your 
existence is unprovable, 
the syllogism of branch 
2 breaks and no 
contradiction exists. 
Therefore, you have only 
shown that your existence 

cannot be proven. 


But you're 
constructivists. 
Unprovable existence is 

no existence. 


Constructivism is a 
meta-logical 
interpretation, not an 
axiom. It cannot be 
invoked as part of a 

proof. 


So I can't prove I 
exist, I can't prove I 
don't exist, you can't 
stop me from existing, 
I can't prove you can't 
stop me from existing, 
and Prozac the Bear just 
had an interesting 
thought a few corridors 
away. 


If you'd proven constructivism, 
you could use it in a proof. 
Since you're not allowing 

7 it in proofs, you 
haven't proven it, and 
зо you must destroy 
your own 
constructivist 
programming} 
I'm Prozac the Bear! 


As much as I hate the 
self-destruct cliche, 
he's got a point. 


Constructivism can exist 
as a belief without 
necessarily being true. 
Can't it? 
Self-destruct in Ox0A.. 
0x09... 0x08... 


Triangleand Robert| Im по нотіеа, Iman — [walt... um... no, 1 can't 


illogical positivist! prove the validity of 
N If it explodes constructivism in six 
P " seconds. 


it'll flood Tetris 
just as surely as TP 
if it attacked! Hil I'm still 


0x07. 0x06. Prozac the Bear! 
x07... x06... IN 


Do something! 


/ 


0x05... 0x04... 


Triangle and Robert 


Use your magic, Prozac. 


Oh no. No! You're not 
going to do this. Not now! 


Magic? Ferrets? Thanks! 


Ducks} N 0x03... BN 


0x04... 


/ 


0x02... 


4 
That's it then, you've 
Forced my hand. 


Copout power 
activate! 


Triangle and Robert 


As your cartoonist, I 
order you not to explode! 


I feel dirty. 


0x01... 


4 


0x00... It is now safe 
to turn off your philosophy 
automaton. 


Triangle and Robert | Then it's а realty good 


й E thing Robert didn't come. jy К 
is pone: at EKAT тод Hil I'm Prozac the walking 
idn't encounter any 
other philosophers? Banach-Tarksi paradox! 
Yeah, you know how he AN 
Actually we did, but we all hates having his Lebesgue BN 


gave proof of our existence measured. ~ 


and they left us alone. 


| ig TS Wi 


Triangle and Robert | Not entirely. I'm pretty sure 


This is where Prozac's 
directions led. 


It looks like 
everywhere else! 


Al 


that rectangular structure 
there is an observatory 
and this one here is a 
communications center. 1 think 
the open area where you're 
standing is a launch pad. 


"4 


Then we're bound to find 
astronomical data somewhere. 
More than that. If I'm 
not mistaken there'll be 
a launch record 
for the Oval probe. 
N 


2 4 
H It's nct necessarily going а " 
Triangle and Robert пев лесезвагі So, how giant are these 


ants at the moment? 


Mack on dry land, at the Then what was the point to 
office of тттапаге and building it out of porcelain? ^ Liu should I know? 
obert Wacky Scheme ? 
Consultants... | It's not like I N 
Well, if you went | сап see inside. 
You're early, The giant to all that 
ant farm hasn't N trouble I suppose 
fallen over yet. it can fall 


over. 


Triangle and Robert 


These documents are 
well-praserved 


They're too technical 
for me to translate. 


Let's each take as many 
Papers as we can carry 
back to the beetle. 


Any preference? 


Diagrams. Photographs if 

there are any. Anything 

that might be a memo or 
summary. Charts. 


How about comics? BN 


i АМ These were for distribution| Behind, no, but different. 
Triangle and Robert to elementary schools. They 


Comics? might be just the level we 
Cheaply-printed need. from our own. We need to 
full-colar comic А | relearn their concepts from 
books, to be exact. Our science can't be the ground up before we 
that far behind the 
Fourth Race! ~ | сап translate them to our own. 


“A 


Triangle and Robert 


You might want to cancel 
the ant-escape idea. 
Triangle et cetera,are 

on their way back. 


T've already — 
abandoned it. 


N 


That sounds ominous. 


Tf giant insects start 
overrunning the city 
Someone's bound, 

to mention the 
square-cube law 

and I don't 
want to have to 

hear the 

subsequent puns. 


> 
So what are you doing 


with the insects you 
already have? 


Protein drinks. 


N 


H КА 
Triangle and Robert what did you need to 
come to Tetris for? 


Hil I'm Prozac the character | rtm still unclear on 
you cut to when you can’t your role in this. 
figure out what 


to write! BN 


Yes. Indeed 
you are. 


РА 


Ме tool 
/ 


Oh. In that case 1'11 let 
you get back to whatever 
you were doing... 


I'm not doing it yet. 
The flow of time 
has grown goofy. 


Triangle and Robert | ... don't mention 


You're back! 
| Don't mention it. 


What? 
My back. | 


your back? Why not? 


Never mind. Yes, 
we're back and 
ready to leave. 


^ 


Why doesn't he want 
me to mention his back? 


[Tug 


It's in the 
strip somewhere. 


Triangle and Robert 


Aw, we're going back already? 


We? You can 
тейит separately 
ander your own power. 


p 


But Tm lonely! 


n 


Triangle and Robert 


From the sunken city of 

М blocks and right angles 
the beetle swam landward, 
shortly followed by Prozac 


the Bear, who had again 
taken the semblance of 
a submersible vessel. 


Yours truly, who has been 
reading a rather excessive 
quantity of the writing 
of Fritz Leiber, found 
himself irresistably 
compelled to describe this 
scene most verbosely and 
thus, not entirely 
incidentally, occupy an 
entire strip with naught 
but words. 


To learn more about 
Fritz Leiber, visit 
your local library. 


Triangle and Robert 


You're back! What did you 
bring me? What did you 


bring me? 
| Oh... here, have 
a comic book. 


N 


Hey! This is educational! 
You can understand it? 


Of course I can 
understand... 


Oh yeah. I wasn't looking 

at the words. I have no 

idea what it says, it just 
looks educational. 


You do understand 
comics, don't you.... 


So while Cube translates the 
text I can come up with an 
interpretation for the 

pictures? 


Triangle and Robert 


Hf you get a chance try to... “read”... 
as much of that comic book as 
you can. We know our own 
comic metaphors ara 


Д Exactly. You're 
similar to those of being very lucid. 
humans. 


EN N 


uu 
He's coming down from 


ackiness binge. 
(Please don't tell 
Triangle about the 
you-know-what-phids.) 
^ 


H " " 4 
Triangle and Robert | Back to the comic book again. | pina anything yet? 


see if 1 can decipher the 
lettering... why did it 
have to be hand-lettered? 


How can it keep switching back 
and forth between four and 


five dimensions? This theory Tons of confirmation, but 


makes no sense! They could have at least nothing new. The Fourth Race 
РА had a typewritten "fun facts’ | nagd three different systems 
page at the back.... of physics, only somewhat 
7 interchangable. 
^ So, ike 
diet plans? 


N 


Triangle and Robert! Hm...ah. Time as wellas | What? Hey, that could be 


I don't know, look this over. it space is composed of what it's saying. and if so 
needs another pair of... no, t " iat actually makes sense. 
mean two heads are better... pudding and thus has the E didn't know you were 

no, Е don't know. I've been potential to be lumpy. good with physics. 
spending too much time with \ ў 
human idioms, — Fy I'm not. 1 just 
recognized the 
equations for 


UMS 


Triangle and Robert 
A lump of that scale can't be 
stable. It'd have collapsed 
into a star long ago. 


You're not an 


astronomer, 


True. There’s been one in 
the strip already, ГЇ bring 
the Problem to her. 


TK 


The protestors seem 
likely to get violent. 


Ah, so that's what 
you're doing here. 


Yes, guarding. 


I'll escort you. 


Triangleand Robert ofthe previous three, or detail about the Oval mission. 
they wished to forestall 


panic, After a brief description 
of... whatever the thing is 


in space that it's so you could fit it 
N 
describing... it goes you oo 


into moderate | 


The tone is optimistic. The 
creators of this bock either 
believed that е^ 
Fourth Race could 
overcome the doom 


IF l'd known you had 
that much to stay I'd 
have stood off-panel 


H ^N 
Triangle and Robert | ‘cuve's coming with some Is your fow self-esteem. 
9 E 


documents... eh, I don't А ыз 
нар А и , ? 
I'm in the strip again! I can need to tell you, you that critical to the strip: 
tell because I suddenly can't | read this thing daily. BN 
think of what my name is. 5 an honor, sir. 
N Iim sorry, PUN N 
horrible with names. 


Nə, I just have trouble 
/ writing anything good 


The Cartoonist! Don't... don't address | 9POUt myself, and when I 
have trouble writing I 
me like that unless 
2ке Я end up bringing in 
it's sarcasm. Prozac the Bear. 


Triangle ana Robert and as you see here, I'm stiff not done with the 
„ап as you see Йеке, the Oval was never intended whiteboard. 
the... diagram vanished. to return. I think, dou can move it 


` N Thatseemsa N off-panel to see it. 
Sorry, I'll come bac reasonable I think I should 
— —A interpretation. be her 
АХ 


Triangle and Robert 
50 a spatial lump collapses into 
a star as it moves through time, 
and a temporal lump collapses 
as it moves through space. 
Ves, that's 
йому the 
symmetries 
‘work out.» 


Then how can a lump be stable? 


One lump can't, but 
a temporal (ump can 
stop an object from. 
moving through tíme 
Just as a spatial fump 
can block spatial 

motion. \ 


So? 


Pudding is sticky. 
Lumps adhere. 


Right. So? 


Triangle and Robert | And that would mean? So when the Earth nears the 


Okay, I admit I'm going out About such a binary lump history starts over? 
on à limb, But it бобу to me (ump, time would fail to | | Irasense, exactly. 
fike the anomaly the Oval advance and would | Can you combine "in a 
was sent to investigate instead sort of circle | sense" with "exactly"? 
is a dual space-time around N It sounds wrong. 


^ 


pudding ump. | 


Triangle апа Robert | хее on transtating. There's | ca11 Robert. The three of 


found to бе a good you together can decipher 


The gaps between the Races are ч v 
explanation eventually. the comic book. 


only a handful of millenia long. н 
There's not enough time for Vou actually got a 
evolution to start over from | Cartoonist! Hint! Aint out of him? 

| scratch. А It's always worth a try 
TRnow. —— —34 A 


N 


Triangle and Robert | /£'s an ambitious plan. 


Finally? де Conquest one natian 
Yes. We are ready at a time is too 
to attack. uncertain. | have at 
N my disposal means ta 
ensure that for at least 


ane full day there will be 
effectively zera 

resistance. We must 

take the world then. 


1 believe | know of what 
secret weapon you speak. 
if it slows the polygons 
for even an hour, my 
command of the world's 
sheep will bring victory. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


H ^| 
Triangle and Robert| ^* ". Disease and man? ^| mhe developing mind of 
others stared in shock, the world's monoscdium 


f a dull white dome sprang glutamate has exerted 
e ense! up around the city. itself to defend the 
Sentries and the Chosen 


- Necessary One from the effects 


of the Oval's plan. 
" 
^ What? 


^ ^ 7 Mast this become 4| 
so complicated? [rs] ' 


Triangle and Robert | Except tre Gone. When the dome dissolves 


in the next rain, the 


There are no souls to Yes. Beneath the glutamic protagonists are likely 
harvest in the aftermath dome I can perceive nothing.| 5 find the world much 
of the ovine conquest. No telepathy or cuisine can changed. 
The Oval's assault, pass into the city. Presumably) They can do 
on the wills of then, the city is safe for nothing. The time 
polygonkind has the moment, as is the for the Seventh ` 
em the minions of Chosen One. Race on this world! 
е Cornersheep in 
linguestioned BN оо has ended. 


command. 


The Beforings Either it is complete or 


it can never occur. 
+ beyond space, and The uncertainty is 
not particularly in the deafening. 


vicinity of time either. УА 
All this was to 


Phase Three may 
be complete. 


May? СЗ 
А Pe 


be expected. 


All outcomes are possible. 
Everything changes. 
Everything flows. 


/ 


That is a quality 
of pudding. 


By 


Triangle and Robert 


Hold on... the Cornersheep 
just took over the world? 


Apparently. 


N 


So we're spending 
birthday under а 


our 


city-cavering dome of 
MSG cut off from the 


rest of the world. 


LN 


y 


hiso my mouse is acting up. 


Happy birthday, Triangle. 


Uh, yeah. Happy N 
birthday, Robert. 


/ 


Triangle and Robert | untif the dome dissotves we 


‘We still need to solve the 
mystery of the Oval, maybe 
more so now than before 

if we need to fight against it. 


a Iagree. 
N 


can do little but study. 


So let's call Robert A 


I'll be right there. 


The phone hasn't rung 
yet. Have you been 
peeking at the other 
/ panels? 


Triangle and Robert | Refert, how much have you | rn no 


gotten from the comic book | positive. Stop sbuffl 


around, this is 


Oh, good. All three of you 


so far? I need some , 
can fit in one panel. of the words the best we'll fit. 
Barely. to be, 


/ sure. 


Triangle апа Robert 


Is that what changing 
resolutions feels like? 


Could this caption be 
something like "Don't 
І try this at home"? 


Y vl. 


TC never be cruel to 
a graphics card again. 
| So that'd be an Н, 


and that's punctuation. 
yes! That'd make this 


panels 20 


When do I stop feeling 
misproportioned? 


Take deep breaths 
and look at the 


ЕЎ топ. 
| and then if... 


ш! 


Triangle and Robert 


This is even worse! At 
feast antíalias me! 

7 This is a semi-technical 
explanation of the Oval, 

this is a description of 
its course, and tl 
just a printing У 
errort 


__ Okay, you're not 
1 fistening. 


Is that good? 


It’s making sense. 
From here 1 can come up 
with a list of the Oval's 
intended capabilities. 
М 


Single pilot. Not intended to 
return to Earth. Capable of 
instantaneously transmitting 
data to Earth, but limited to 
the speed of sound in pudding 
for reception, Equipped with 
automated geometric tools 
for general-purpose defense 
and troubleshooting. Stasis 
armor prevents all damage. 


ACO 


Triangle and Robert 


Is the Oval intelligent, or 
just its pilot? 


It wasn't intelligent 
when it was bi 
Who can say now? 


N 


The Cartoonist could. 


It's not important 


You don't know. 


I haven't 
decided yet. 
I don't think 
it'll matter. 


How con we know what we're. 


up against if you haven't 
even decided? 


So I'm fuzzy on a / 
few details. Most of 
it makes sense anyway. 


‘What's the point of 
archaeology when you're 
not done writing the 


past yet? 
^ ) 


Triangle ana Robert v 1 already explained the 
Okay, in that case who whole time distortion thing! 


Okay, the Oval itself is | ene oval nas acted as a| "jr tort 
of approximately the same translator, but Jf you don't get it, reread 
intelligence as a Tetrean everything said was those strips. Гт not going 
philosopher automaton, but| | initiated by the pilot.| through it with EN again. 
without the more critical 
flaws and entirely Humans are mortal. How — 
subservient to the the pilot still alive? Oh, that ut. "I 


Ovalnaut. \ 


Triangle and Robert | sc have we learned 


thing directly useful? 
None of this explains how — | ‘na “rectly useful 


it could have conquered the Well, not for the 
Earth. What's the secret current situation, no. 
weapon? 


That, [haven't 
figured out yet. 


Right. It's all been а 
complete waste of time. 

1 wouldn't go 
that far... 
Quiet, I'm опа 

rol! here. 


Triangle and Robert 
‘What do you mean you're 
on a roli? 


Imean, I mean. 
uh... I mean... 


‘What do you mean? 
Bread? 


What did you say? 


Bread? 


Bread... as in sandwich... 
аз in ham sandwich! 
Ensign, bring up the 
strip archivel 


= 


Triangle and Robert 
We've seen indications that 
the Ovalnaut ate the Starham. 
What powers would this 
have granted? 
How should I know? I'm 
not a nutritionist. 


\ 


The Sentries don't know either. 
Who can we ask? 


Not me. 

You've used up 

all your magical 
cheat juice. 


Where can we get more 
magical cheat juice? 
I wasn't being 
literal. 


There's some way I 


can use that fact to 
trap you, right? 
Й 


Triangle and Robert 


Bacopocalypse! Hibachi! 


1A 


Juicex! 


N 


It's not working. 
Our magic can't break 
through the MSG dome. 


We can only wait for rain. 


1A 


No... I bave it. Think, all of yout 
What is the First Nutrient? 


Pudding? 
Marshmallows? 
\ Pork? 


"T 


Triangle and Robert 


Ате you fools? What are the 
byproducts of puddic decomposition? 


Lumps. 
Solid. 


1A 


Methane. 


Gaseous. 
«Energy? 
Water! Water is 
a nutrient, the 


most basic nutrient 
of allt 


W 


We need not wait for the rain 
if we сар command if using 
the cuisine-magic! 
Rain falls down 
from the sky! The 
sky's on the other 
side of the dome! 


у *] 


Triangle and Robert 
‘What is there fo prevent us from 
creating a rain on the inside 
of the dome. directed outwards? 


"1 get a firehose. 


PS 


mon 4 
I was thinking we could ase Um, no, that won't work 


cuisine-magic.... because, uh... the dome's 
тоо thick! Right! There 
isn't enough water 
available! You have to 
wait until it rains! 


8^ s 


But Know we can 
use a firehose. 


Cube must know where we | The Chosen One is impulsive. 
can get some excavation 


Triangle and Robert 


1 know, we tunnel under the dome! 


equipment. А 
Just wait for it Or you could And that's a 
to dissolve! wait a few more bad thing? 


What's so hard 
about that? 


T AN 


days and let 
the problem 


AFS 


Triangle and Robert What powers are Sorry. you first. 


Is Cube here? granted by Excavation equipment. 
he i ‘where can | Sel the Starham? I want to tunnel out 
Ves, fie is. You know, excavation i 
from under this dome. 


those protestors sort dl equipment? 
have a point. 


y know. 


Triangle and Robert 


І haven't done any digs around 
these parts in a long while, but 
when I did the RDCLBA 
provided most of the 
heavy machinery. 


N 


Can | borrow your keys? They 
probably haven't changed the 


locks since you were an agent. 


It still might be 
dangerous. Try not 
to flip out and 
kill anyone. 


Am really that tense? 


Well, | wasn't going to 
say anything, but then 
L was, and then I did. 


Triangle and Robert | Did you hear a nois 
"MEE 
^^^ Stealth, Triangle, stealth: Probably. Does it matter? 
A few minutes of patience 
~ won't hurt anything, ~- 
won't hurt anything. . 
о 
о 


This door looks garagey, let's 
see what they have for 


The RDCLBA's really lost digaing equipment. 


its edge under the new 
leadership 


And so, having “ 
circumvented the 
E s efforts, 


dome of MSG 


EA 
What new adventures await 


them in the changed world 
beyond? Good question. 
For the answer, let's 
turn to noted 
adventurologist Prozac 
the Bear. 


z Hil I'm Prozac 
the Bear! 


A 
Come to think of 
let's not. 


it, 


Triangle and Robert 


Nothing seems different so far. 
The nearest town is 
seventeen to the 
south. We. 
should head, 


There. 
N 


Seventeen what? 


Spaces? 


Seventeen spaces, 


I guess 


N 


4 
Seventeen turns later... 
Tums? 
| Ne thanks, my 
stomach's fine. 
No, | didn’t say 
"Tums?", | said „5 
"Тып? 
типе - You 
sure? 


Triangle and Robert 
The town is intact. 
There are no signs of struggle. 
Sheep patrol its streets. 
That's not 
technically N, 
а haiku. 


Everyone seems to be going 
about their normal business, 
just with sheep as law 
enforcement. 


Tt is Sheep Law! 


Ady 


Excuse me, sir, can you tell 
me what's been happening? 


Baa. 


4 


They're speaking to each other 
properly, it's not a matter of 


Triangle and Robert 
Excuse me, could you... They're saying "baa". ability. 
I guess that 


! Because they 
Ваа! don't want to means ме N 
/ tak. eavesdrop. 


They're not talking to us. 


You'll have to be more specific. 
Well, everyone's going 
about more or less their 

normal business, but 

slowly and quietly, 

as if they're in a 
trance. 


Triangle and Robert 


“азе appropriate 
lyrics from any of 
several They Might 
Be Giants songs] 


Also, I suddenly have a craving 
for a piece of string and a 
rock to wind the string around 


N 
Just shut up. 
/N 


Triangle and Robert You know, you're the first 
9 x Excuse me, do you sell string? | rose ul talked fo тыу 
ait here. 


Aisle 3. who hasn't baaed at me. 


TS + CR 


Triangle and Robert | € suppose the sheep must he | Where have you been? 
king it then. 
Tread your strip right up In the MSG dome. 
to the end, you know. What's going on with 
What end? the sheep? How did 
/ This is they take over’ 


? 
dome thing... 
the strip (5 It didn't end! 


Oh yeah, the strip 
ended with that 


Triangle and Robert | Wry vet? Um... has the currency 
Тап sorry. I can't tell you Buy your string | changed under sheep rule, 
anything about what's and leave. or can T use my old money? 


going on. 7 Still being phased 
| out. You should 
N change it in the 

next couple days. 


Triangle and Robert 


String! 


That's great. EN 


| T know! 


It doesn't explain how the 

sheep took over ог what 

the Oval's secret weapon 
is, though. 

How do you 

know? Have 


you asked 
i? N 


Can I make a joke involving the 
computer science usage of the 
term "string", or is my quota for 
forced geek humor full? 
Sorry, I'm not 
in this strip. 


Triangle апа Robert Oh, no. Why now? 


We'll get no answers from the I think the previous strip 
townsfolk. We need to find was so self-referentially 
the ovine chain of Ducks? bad as to warp time itself. 


command. | | / Thanks. N 


Triangle and Robert | $e you two are ona apologize for the familiarity. 
Mr. Disease! Triangle’s caught in | first name basis now? Prepare Persistence of 
another space-time-ducks-thanks| No, we are not ona Canard Rotis! 


7 loop! i i 
first name basis! That gets sort 


Linda! Commandeer a 
Kitchen! BN of messy! 
N N 


Triangle and Robert | Preparing an elegant Let them come! 
duck entree. 


You'll never get away Try not to dirty too 
with it. The sheep many dishes... 
will find you. 


Freeze! 
What are you doing in 
my kitchen? 


EN 


Triangle and Robert 
Tell me! Where do you О | n 
Md the ginger? Now! 


L.. I don't use ginger... 


| Уу to me, 
scum!. 


Triangle and Robert | rhe sheep are coming! 


-'m telling you. ] don't have any ginger! Linda! Tbe man bas 
то ginger! Stop 
Baa? beating him! 


/ BN 


Insert INSERT 4 ^ Insert 
DEPUTY Lawsheep 
Lawsheep SHEEP 


Oh! I'm sorry! I'm sorry! | Which end's the loin? 
I was so immersed in 
beating that guy | didn't 
realize.. 


А ~ 
Insert INSERT ~ 
Mind S 

Lawsheep SHEEP 


Linda! Pall p 
What? 


зва 


Insert 
Lawsheep 


Triangle and Robert 


Watch out! There are 
more coming! 


Rhombus! Quickly fetch the 
other three Sentries! We are 
outnumbered! 


7 
ДЕ] 


Insert 


Lawsheep 


Speak for yourself! I'm 
holding out fine! 


Triangle and Robert| Sentries! Help! Linda and ме. | Dairy! 


Disease are pinned down by 
sheep! — We go. 


m 


E 2 v 
—— A 

^ - 
^ TA 


Dairy! 


Grain! 


Vegetables, which may or 
may not include fruits! 


Baa? 
Isaid 1 
Baa? 


L^ Jis not your 
= business anyway. BN 
c А | 
= T ^ Insert 
Lawsheep 


Triangle and Robert A vd 
Whoa! ~ 
VC Hey! Watch where | 
^ 7 you're throwing N 
EN those things! 
T feel sleepy. 


Triangle and Robert Later... 


four sheep. Awaken, rhombus. 
five sheep The battle bas 
concluded. 
zz? 
N 


ji 


Meanwhile... 


Triangle and Robert | I wasn't keeping track! | Sheep are made of meat. 
1 beat every last sheep | The Dairy Sentry tried You're the Meat Sentry. 
in town, no thanks to counting them and fell We're not. We were 
these slackers! Me like you did. trying just as hard as 
How many N Slackers? you were. \ 


were there? 
| 1 


Triangle and Robert | I'll agree with you for the| This recipe the Meat Sentry's 
We'll have to settle this, but moment. Now someone | working on... are you sure it'll 


this isn't the time. We're a s me some ginger! bring Triangle back into 
normal time? 
team and we have a I've found some. Z Probably. If not, 
common goal. Let's work atleast we'll have 


| ш it. ja 1 і iv! something for dimer. 


Triangle and Robert | ^® sense Jetting all this mutton | | wish I could. It's... just not 

The sheep! They're dead! You | ust rot. Help me get a possible, I can't tell you any 
killed all the sheep! Why? How? | Parbecue pit going. — more, Honestly, if there 

Well... Could you explain were any way I could, 

some things to me? | just... not... geometrica 


A у 
\ possible. 
ГА Was... that... 
A a... hint??? N| 
^ ^ 
V X 


Triangle and Robert | watch out for the barbecue рін | Good? More like disturbing 


A couple hours ago these 
It's ready! — Ah! Good to see sheep were the town's police 
the mutton force. No one was even trying 

EN being used! to resist them.... Now that 

7 They're dead they're just 

barbecue fodder. There's 


A something happening in this 
= Town that we're not getting. 
N 


Triangle and Robert БЕЙТ о 
Here! Eat this! SHEEP 
Ducks? 


Thanks. 
| Duck! 


/ Thanks. 


Triangle and Robert | 1 can’t help but think there Well, add some rosemary and 
was a way to stop that mint, it'll be good for the 
Parsley storm! [sheep without burying everything disturbing barbecue of 


„Ваа? thirty-two pixels deep, our foes’ remains. 


INSERT in parsley. N N 


It was the first 


SHEEP defense | could Sure thing. 


think of. 


Triangle and Robert | No, we can't.. well, yes, we 
None of us can tell you can, but only in lieu of 
anything. Really. telling you something else. 
ertt, A Buty? Whats 
stopping you? 
us anythin; pping y 
N 


None of us can tell you 
that! That's the whole point 
of what I've been saying! 


This is going 
nowhere. 


There's not nearly enough meat 
to use all this. 


Triangle and Robert What are you going to do? 


You overdid the garnishes. 


I know. N 


Tread herbs and 
hope for a strong wind. 


Triangle and Robert 
The parsley level's going 
down now. We'll be fine unless 

it backs up the sewers. 


You shouldn't have mentioned 
that possibility. 


Have you considered N 
that | might have 
a reason? 


/ Nox 


Good. We'll be fine. 


Triangle and Robert | 1s it ready yet? Is it ready | itwas nothing. Iwas being 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear and | yet? Is it ready yet? Is N paranoid 
ready yet? 


I pi barbecuel um 
What question 
Aet ihatanswersone| 95 v Forget about it. 
question I had | 


Triangle and Robert | the sheep were in charge 
when we came to this town. 


Mutton? No one would tell us anything 
about what happened. We 
No thanks, I'm butchered the sheep. People 
pondering. are eating them. They're 
| still not telling us anything. 


Meanwhile, the Cartoonist has 
been uncharacteristically 
silent, even when given straight 
lines and openings for 
easily-drawn humor, What do 
you think? 


T think this is the last 
time we make you the 
designated ponderer. 


ANNA 


Triangle and Robert | And that's as far as Гуе Scratch that idea. 
~ - А gotten. We don't know any 
I think the situation telepaths that would help 


calls for telepathy. us, do we? You're the... Dairy 
Sentry, right? 
And? 1 keep getting you 


| No. guys mixed up. 
І ^ 


Triangle and Robert | Miss Concarne is the Meat 
Yes. I'm the Dairy Sentry, | Sentry, the Food Pyramid 
The isosceles triangle is the | Ё the Grain Sentry, and 
Vegetable Sentry. Mr. Disease... still hasn't 
told us what he calls 
N his food group. 


He likes drama. N 
He hasn't? y VA 
7 


He says if he tells us now 
we'll just laugh and we 
won't get it until the 
proper moment. 


Triangle and Robert We need to find the 


Cornersheep and/or the For из, yes. Not for Prozac 
1 doubt we'll learn anything | Oval, You know where the the Bear. 
in this town. We need to Cornersheep's base was in I've heard enough. 
move on. Scotland. Maybe they rebuilt it. | рап rejected. 


way away. 


Whither? BN Scotland's a long N, | 
7 ———34À +, 


Triangle апа Robert Think I can infiltrate | Triangle approved the pian 


the sheep? Let's get going. 
Baa? Not really, but they might 
N take you somewhere He was being 
Heh, neat disguise. important when they sarcastic! 
capture you. Go | 
| юг A No, I wasn't 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


The Cornersheep must know 


that this town's sheep are dead. 


He'll have sent reinforcements. 


From where? 


1 


I don't know. Our best chance 
at infiltrating their ranks will 
be after they've entered the. 

town and before they encounter 
Triangle and company. 


6 1 


We might, 


pass 


as sheep visually, but 
what about the 
Cornersheep's 


telepathy? 


— I wish you hadn't 
pointed that out. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
We let you slip into the 
reinforcements, then we rout 
them, then you 
leave with them. 
That's the. 
plan. N 


And how long do we wait for 
these reinforcements to 
show up? Maybe the Hi! I'm Prozac the 
Cornersheep's given up on 7 RecoNo. 


this town. 
You could be- 
right, Someone 
should do 
recon. 


Triangle and Robert All of us have a vague Yes, that would be the 


The Grain Sentry's the one with notion of stealth. Grain Sentry. 
at least some vague notion 
of stealth, right? Well, who has Get him. He'll lead 
the most odorless the scouting group. 


cooking? 


Triangle апа Robert | Marshmallows on sticks, | Good. Organize one and see 
1 hope you do know hot dogs, and lots of enroute Ill suppiy the 


how to ^ a scouting party. graham crackers, mostly. | uniforms and merit badges. 


INA AA 


I thought you two got along. 


We do, as long as 
we both have the Meat 
Sentry to argue with. 
-..50 any actual teamwork N 

on the part of the Sentries 

is purely coincidental? 

Its seemed that 

way since the 
Starham.... N. 


Triangle and Robert | But well what? 
Just the two of us? We'd probably start 
| was considering Mr. arguing about 
Disease, but well... something and lose 
track of the mission. 


Triangleand Robert| When we first fought | power as the Food Pyramid. 
None of us can trust the | together against Orpuddex, | We still can't be sure Mr. 
other four. Our food groups | the Vegetable Sentry didn't | Disease is even really a 
embody different show up for the baitle. When| Sentry. The Dairy Sentry... 


philosophies. our memories were eaten, | there's just something weird 
the Meat Sentry let herself | going on with him. | think 
become a tool of evil. | his time as Robert's 


threatened to destroy the | housepet did something to 
very foundations of our | his mind, I don't know what. 


Triangle and Robert About eleven thousand | | have no idea and I'm not 


Unies there were a whole lot servings' worth. about to count them. 
of things that happened that | so, many is that in 
weren't in the strip, you're actual sheep? Mission complete. 


overstating the situation. 
] 


РА ——— 


Sheep! 
2 


Why am 1 leader? 
Well, the Sentries are 
following you because 
you're supposed to be 
the Chosen One of the 
Beforings. Robert is 
following you because 
he's the wacky sidekick, 
and I just figure 
makes sense to follow 
the same polygon as 


And of course Prozac the Bear's 
just following me to be annoying. 


Triangle and Robert 
You've finished scouting? 


Yes. The sheep are en route. 


Help me up, 1 collapsed 


everyone else as long under the weight of my 
last sentence. 


as we're working 
towards the same goal. 


Triangle and Robert 


Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! 
| And now you're going to 
go into an unnecessarily 
long "recap" monologue 
that really explains 
nothing. 


N 


Nope. I'm Prozac the Bear! 


Oh. 


1 think this is the first time 
1 ever didn't want to kill you. 


N 


Triangle ana Robert *THUMP* 


bus „Баа... 


bi 
Baa? 


Baa! 


Triangle апа Robert | We attacked a itie early, but They were the only two who 
the confusion only helped Robert | could pass as sheep. They'll 


That mostly went well. and Linda sneak into the ranks. have to succeed. 


Most! Now it's up to them. 
\ | 


Triangle and Robert 
9 | Baa? Baaaa. 
Baaaa! Li What did you just 
Neither one of us is Uh, baa. volunteer for? 
¢ cut out for espionage. 7 ^ 
Sooner or later T'I) do ink 
something wacky or you'N Ba a. e сер four 
do something violent. font size. 
down. 
Baa! INSERT 
ou have 
(ои һү SHEEP 


History books would later |During this time, however, | Нео. My name is Drug-Coated 


Call the conflict between there is another Stent, but you can call me 
the forces of sheep and | conflict which will have Arthur. 
polygon the Zero Days War.| an effect on the fate 

(By which species the of the Universe of 
histories would come to be| Pudding. This conflict 

written, whether ovine, takes place within my 

oe ON CK Seat mind, the mind of the 
users ids not yee | Renan ord He a | re der in facte a 


conflict of very 
stupid and bad ideas. 


NC 


intend to reveal.) 


TriangleandRobert| Stoy cut of it. This Well, how did you get in here? 
Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! is my fight! 


You are a redundant Do you two know 


/ fool and I shall each other? 
destroy you. Who are you? 

Please. Stop it. Stop it!| That's... exactly... what I... I need to make a 
I have... thingies... I've been trying to bunch of Firesign 
to thing! Make with gure out! Who I am! Theatre references! 

the nice! 


x 


Triangle and Robert [Please aom tel me what it's called. 


i ee aa Okay, but then we won't Fine by me. 
pieces into a square, [can › 
batter down a door with bave a third panel. 


orange-flavored beverage. 


N 


Speak it, and if it is 
within my power it will 


be done. 


Triangle and Robert 


Prozac the mighty Bear, 
teach me your 
that I might be happy, 
or at least unhappy in a 

// less boring way. 


ways so 


Yeu must gather tor me 
all one hundred fifty 


Rash 
You would ask a boon of ото" 


me, but first I must ask а 
quest of you. 


Right, I'm just going to 
look at you very 
very strangely now. 


Gotta catch ‘em all 
viewpoints are equally 
valid! 


I wanted a sustaining “ 


Triangle апа Robert |o. “thar wouldn't need ay| 009. Isn't it great? 


No have a meaningless 
direct intervention, so I 
Triangle! Hug me. was staying out of it.... gradients 
but I LIKE meddling! Not 
I'm pointy and you're being in strip makes Jack 
relatively noncorporeal. something something 
Where have you been? A 


make sense right now. 


"4 


| You are so failing to 


Triangleana Robert| o riar. 


Baa. 
^ I'm back from... 
I'm back. 
Sh, Undercover! Baa. 
7 Baa. 7 (think we're going 


to board that ship. 


Baa! 
1 


Baaaa baa! 


" A 
Triangle and Robert | ^»e::3 the ship, Linda I know you haven't 


and Robert have no 


\aboard the ship... difficulty blending in | Narrated in a while, 
is it safe to narrate now?|sith the crew and the many but try to control 
rem sheep being transported, yourself! 


but are unable to gather 
any useful information. 


/ i — Font size 


Triangle and Robert| соте on, you con get it. See, you take the numbers. 


\ The faux sheep play Oh, ok: 
а game to pasa the I don't understand , Okay... 
time while shipboard. h tion! I think 
Okay, what's 2001: A the question! T 


Space Odyssey minus 


/ Seventeen Again? It's 1984. 
What? à i { 


Triangle апа Robert! The Thirteenth Floor |12 Moneys times Four Weddings 
Three Amigos, times Four Walls,| Minus Naked Gun 2%. Sense. 


minus It Happened One Night. 93 Weeks. | 


Fraction Studio 54! 
^ 


Easy! 


Н N 


Z 
Ocean's Eleven? 


Good. 
a 


Then either the Cartoonist 


Triangleand Robert) Yes. Now, what's 9.5 hasn't been bothering to 


Wait! Something's plus 2.5? check his arithmetic, or. 
wrong. What's 13 minus Hey, that's only 12! Someone, or Something, is 
2. BN | Yes tampering with the very 


laws of mathematics. РА 
^ 


Can't it 
be both? 


Triangle and Robert 


Think grassy thoughts! 


What? 
Baa! Baa! 


1 


The Cornersheep's 


boarded the ship. Don't 
think about it! Just 
stay sheepish. He won't 


use his telepathy at 
full strength if he 


doesn't suspect anything. 


Baa. 
Я 


Shear narrating, The 
cartoonist's attention must 
Obe nearby. 


о 
о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


f 
So what are you doing 


at sea? Shouldn't you be 
commanding from some base 
or other? 


Triangle and Robert 


Hello. I figured it was 
time to check in cn what 
the villains are doing. 
We're doing quite 

well, thank you, C) 

О 


© 


1 felt it necessary to 
debrief these sheep in person. 


© 


"2 
sus enn 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


4 
Ah. Because they fought 


the Sentries? 


Yes, Why, should | have some 
о additional reason? 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | Four, but not she of Meat? Him. 
Describe to me this fifth. 


What of the Sentries So he has accepted his 
did you observe? talents. But.. then where 
is the Meat Sentry? 
O ва 
| Ваааа! 
N 
INSERT INSERT IN 
SUPERANTELLIGENT SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC TELEPATHIC E 


‘SHEEP ‘SHEEP 


Oh. That's... quite a wound, 
Don't let me keep you from 
recuperating. 


Triangle and Robert 


You. Stand to attention! dust "SHEEP"? No "INSERT"? 


© B... к 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


TELEPATHIE ph 


SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


You look familiar. 
What company are you in? 


О 
o 


o 


Baal 
N 


INSERT 


SUPERANTELLIBENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Oh, 1 must be thinking of 
someone else. 


INSERT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


By the way, you should really 


get that posture problem 
looked at. 


Baa, baa! 
N 


Triangle and Robert | they're in disguise. Look far a | 1 know what I'm talking about. 
The Meat Sentry and rhomboid sheep and a smait | They are tao on board. 

the wacky rhombus are sheep with an unusual aspect 

on board. Execute them. О ratio. Q 


О Ваа!? o Baa?? 
o \ o 
INSERT 
INSERT INSERT 
SHEEP mu cm [INSERT Em cm Ei 


TELEPATHIE SHEEP. TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP ‘SHEEP 


o 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert C 


Baa! 


Don't listen to him! That's 


he rhambus! Look, if I were a rhombus, 
е rhombus! 


would I be saying "baa"? 
Baa. Baa. Baa... 
\ Baa? “ 


INSERT INSERT / 
SHEEP SHEEP 
INSERT 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | т mean "Where?" We're on a ship! 
There is no away! 


Linda! The jig's up! Run! Away! Don't you read 
Pratchett? There's a will... 
Baa? N 


— 
— ц 


ys 


Triangle and Robert 


Baa. Baal 


// This is it! 


Time to fight! 


y 


N 
Very shortly later: 
You do that. I'll be... ety $ Y 


over this way.. Т knew I could get away 
from those sheep. Now all 
Tneed is a wacky scheme 


to not drown. 


"A 


ге else 


Oh. Oh! I get it. 
Smart idea. 


Triangle and Robert 


Hil I'm Prozac the Robert! 


Somewhe. 
entirely... 


Thanks. 


What? No. 
No you're not. 
Don't joke 
abeut that. 


Heyl I'M Prozac 


the Bear! N 


Triangle and Robert | 5e. сап you tow me to land? 
I'm not really trying to И 
impersonate yn. 7 haat needed tol Sure! 1 like land! 
7 get your N 
attention. 
I believe 
you. N 


Feel free to look down, it 
won't make you fall. 


AN MN 4 


Triangle апа Robert — Uu 
Baa! Baa! TE ^ 
аа: 

INSERT 

SHEEP 


Ins 


INSERT alil INSERT | INSERT KE 
SHEEP SHEEP | SHEEP ENIM INSERT | INSERT 
SHEEP | SHEEP 


Triangle ana Robert 


So, the Meat Sentry lies 
defeated at where my 
feet should be. Your situation 


#5 hopeless. Tell me what be 


Na. | don't need anything 
from you. Lieutenant! 
Kill her! 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Afterlife? 


Oh, thi: ihould " " " 
vé ор Harvesting souls for I'm still a Sentry 
PA the Factory? when I'm dead? / 
3^5 
What? Yeah. I wonder Technically, 
\ what happens if until there's 
he tries to a new Meat 
harvest a Sentry. Sentry among 


Se the living. 


Orpuddex is harvesting. 


Mi 
Triangleand Robert se that's what tnat 


Come to me! door was for. 
| Yes, it is through this 
portal that I call 


upon the departed to 
serve me. N 


What have you done with 
it? Return the portal 


to me! 


It's still there. 
I can fit more text 
by not drawing it. 


N 


оо 


It has been long since I That spirit is still imprisoned 
last was confronted with within this Factory, though 
the soul of a Sentry. Indeed, | — it has never served me. 


Triangle and Robert 
Why have you come to this 


forsaken place, writer? if my memory does ` i 
/ not fail те, the last Are there NUM 
You're about to | was a Grass Sentry Sentries within 
harvest Linda - ese wa ? 
concarne. І want | Of the Fifth Race. IN 
Ummmmaybe. 


to watch. 


Triangle and Robert | welcome once again to the Very little. Using you to 
The hey? Pudding Factory of X Dead.| power the Factory would be 


" very foolish of me indeed. 
Hello, Miss Concarne. What do you L intend simply to keep you 


intend C» 2 out of the vey 
with me? ! 
(i) Sood | luck! Мо О 
^ 


f 


Triangle and Robert | Within it are all the souls 
This is my Vat of Despair. too proud to submit and 
too strong to break. 
You will be spending 
quite some time in it. 


l 
N 
OO Аат cumes ro join us. 
Does it matter?-| 


How... how So many souls 
" “ strong enough to| 


many of you (resist Orpuddex... 
are there? V how many more 


must have | Few souls choose to 
a bueeumbedd join the Faetoi A 


One hundred filieen 
A ihousand eight 
twenty-one, 


"d 


We've counted more 


Watcher 


The Pudi 
is far from per 


times than you can imagine. 


Triangle ana Robert СИТА I'm going to find 


You're not al M Wu һоріпо ог ѕоте |/ Someone else to 
polygons, are| answers! talk to! 


/ you? IN 


— we 


is the Vat of — 


You're supposed 
to he despairing. None leave the Vat.” 


‘You'll never go 
anywhere. — 


Triangle and I was just wondering 
. if, since I'm still the 
Cartoonist? Meat Sentry, | can 
use my cuisine-magic 
despite being dead! 
^, 


I mean officially. 
You're оп your own. 


I'm sorry, the / 
number you have 
dialed cannot be 
reached at this 


Sorry, you can't hear me 
from inside the vat. 


time. 


I summon Variety 
"m Meat Barrage! Cartoonist? I can't tell if 
! guess 111 just have to 9 my cuisine-magic works 
try it for myself and if you don't draw 
see if it works. anything. 


"4 


Triangle ana Robert Such a parlor trick 
can change nothing. \ 


sort of hope 


V 


Meat? Here? 


It'll propel me \ 


through the vat! Of course no 
^ Maybe I'll find 


something! 


Huh? What are you? 


„Ваз? Вааааааа. 
INSERT 
Baa! Baa! SHEEP 
aa! aa! 


It says "SHEEP" on 
you, but ina 
different font and 

you're not a rectangle! 


What? | can see your 
thoughts? Tell me! 
What are you? 


7 Basan baaaes baasen 
qo pasen Баваза. 


Five baaaaas? Should 
that mean something 
7 tome? 


Baa! 
\ 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Why is there grass 
on me? And why is the 
grass green? 


"d 


Baa. 


о 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


You're still not making 
any sense! 


Ah, okay, so you don't 
know English, and 
you're telepathic. Okay, 
I'll wait for you to pick 
up on the language. 

i gue hold. 


Language... focus.. ing? 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | Well, yes. That's one 
Source of meat. 


1.. Sentry. Old sentry! 
You new sentry? 


Yes! I'm the O 
current Meat "Meat"... flesh? 


Sentry! Апта? (Су 
1 o 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


I suppose it's possible. 
I mostly specialize 
Sentry power. in destroying things. 
create flesh? | Body! Resurrection! 
о Don't jump to O 
2 conclusions. 
I wouldn't know o 


where to 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


i 4 
TriangleandRobert| © :c« never come ыр What about “~ 


Can a Sentry directly I figured I'd ask you. despair-flavored? 
convert pudding into a zu " 
а m No. It is impossible. 

less fundamental form The possibility of a 2 р 

of food without direct conversion would However, I thank 

using life energy? hinge on the flavor of you for the warning 

N 7 the pudding. What lan, She will 

What, you flavor is it? рап. 


don't know? get nowhere. 


Triangle and Robert 


So the Fifth Race had 


Sentries... how many? 
Groups? As of my 
death, five groups. 

Grass, leaves, grass, other, 


(О) and grass. 


Three grass groups? 


Reading language from you, 


1 have words missing. 
Different kinds of grasses. 


And everything edible 

other than grass and 

leaves was "other"? 
No. Almost everything, 


Not pudding, salt licks, 
minckenergy food. (Су 


SHEEP 


I'm still nót here, but 
isn't that request sort of 
out ог character? 
If | had thought instead 
of fighting 1 wouldn't be 
a ghost now. Maybe it's 
time I start learning 
7 things. 


Triangle and Robert 
Tell me about the days 
of the Fifth Race. If I 
ever get out of this vat it 
might be useful 

knowledge to have. 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


Baa? 


M 
Oh do... now the Grass 
knows about me and why 
he or she is suddenly 
rendered as a hexagon 

rather than à fluffy 
ghost with limbs and 


such. 


Don't worry! What are 
the odds of your artwork 
turning telepathic sheep 

to supervillainy twice? 
nas 


Triangle and Robert What happened? I don't know! The 
Cartoonist made it 


Baa, wool missing yes. You can't read the as a stupid joke, and 


‘Cartoonist... strangeness. icc. М 

Cartonnist's mind cloudy. Сапоопіз' mind. it's just kept appearing 

"тъ Prozac the... the. e hie we п abit in the strip since then! 
Stop! Pull back! © this world. 


PA Can it be summoned? 
What is Prozac the Bear? o 


^ 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


Triangle ana Robert donp BOOP doop BOOP The Cartoonist's power can 


" doop BOOP doop restore me to life, even after 

? 1 

SUMMONED ? Don't! А all these millenia, and the 

Don't even consider it! Ө key to harnessing that power 
Prozac the Bear is a I refuse to be lies in the one called the Bear. 


force not worth here for this. 
tampering with! 
^ 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


SHEEP 


1 don't like despair. Do you 


Triangle and Robert | You must have had some 
Hil I'm Prozac the Bear! awfully good reason to have any eights? 
^ call me. Hey, did you Know sate What are you 
A n you're a ghost and we're in a talking about? 
= worked! бетен» Prozac!) Giant vat of despair-flavored I thought we were 
7 pudding? playing Go Fish. о 


That's why! called you, actually. 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


INS 
SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert Okay! Зо... what do T do? 
So, what's up? | 


Z ‘wish to be restored You'll do it? Thank you! " А 
‘Ou, um, you just sort of, 
to life. You have the 
РА 
power of the Cartoonist. It Q how should | know 
would cost you nothing О o 
О to help me о © 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


Ur 
SHEEP 


SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert] pow about now? I'm not doing anything, 
Why do you ask? 


Are you alive yet? 
d | take it this is 


No. What exactly 


Ne some kind of 
о аге you ding? test thingie to see 
а if tm worthy to get a 


С) new body. 


INSERT 


SHEEP INSERT 


SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert lE «secs in the vat The despair-flavored 
This pudding's getting me of Despair pudding has already 
down, I'm gonna take off. begun to sap the will 

7 You coming? of the Meat... 


Yeah. Sure? This is actually un 
somewhat hopeless! What was that? 
Who disturbs me? 
^ 


INSERT 
SHEEP 


Triangleand Robert} 7 29" Krew for whom | Put it back in the vat. 


to root here. 


You. You have the spirit of Oke 
/ Me the Grass Sentry with you. v 


РА . N 
Ido? 
Really? 


It's a useless abomination True. Has no one 
against nature! Haw could opposed the Cartoonist? 
this Cartoonist allow such о 
a thing to exist? 


That Prozac... that bear. 
whatever it is. 


INSERT \ 


SHEEP 


You're talking about 
the same cartoonist | Not in any useful way. 
that made you a There are some well- 
hexagon despite your organi ed protestors, 
predating the rise of а 
polygonal life forms. 
^ 


It threw you back 
/ inthe vat? 


Triangle and Robert | тһе infiltration attempt was Did he make that antenna? 


a total failure. Now what can 


I'm back, Linda's probably dead. Yeah, out of disodium 


we do? guanylate and disodium 
She is. The Cartoonist We need to go to inosinate, | believe. 
filled us in. We won't Scotland. Mr. Disease| 
be getting her back was saying he had a 


until after defeating plan. 


the Cornersheep. 
^ | | 


Triangle and Robert 


What are disodium... thing. 
and the other thing? 


From what I understand, Y 
they enhance MSG in 
the same way that 
MSG enhances 
meat. 


7 


So... you should... go do that, 
instead of running around telling 
everyone about it. 


I believe І ave established a signal! 
Most of the entity's power is 
dedicated to maintaining the 
city dome, bat it has some If a seaplane of additives 

remaining consciousness. | will arrives, board it. 

ask it to lower the dome and to use | 

ifs power to fake as to Scotland. 


ГЁ TES 


H LA 
Triangle ana Robert| ana so, the usc ‘entity 
ceased its concentration 
and the rains came, 
washing away the dome 
which had been protecting 
the last city on Earth not| 
under the control of the 
Corsersheep. 


] can take three 
of your group to 
Scotland and the 
lair of your foe. 


Triangle and Robert 


The MSG-plane only holds three. 
| We have to go, we're. for its own ends. The Comersheep 
the title characters. and the Oval threaten its power. 


The third should be Mr. V 
Disease so we can | 
stay in touch with 
the entity. 
^ x W 


| fear that the mind of the 
glutamate assists us only 


So once we've defeated them... 
well, for now we don't have 
а choice. We have to stop the 
known villains. 


Are we flying yet? 
I con't fell. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


Prepare for landing. 


Already? We can't be 
over Scotland yet. 


УРУ 


Nes, we сап. 


Oh, уоите trying to get 
the Cartoonist to... oh 
no. | shouldn't have 


said anything. 
; | J 


7 


Actually, you are over 
Scotland. The plane 
travelled through some of 
the higher-order 
dimensions I never draw. 


IA 


Triangle and Robert 
We should have formed a plan. 
| and taken equipment. 


and gathered more 
intelligence... 


and stuff. 


Тре plan is thus to gather 
intelligence and equipment. 


tum around. 


a 


| Or we could 


Triangle and Robert 


The plane's landing. Now there's 


nO turing into а giant robot? 


No, back. N 


So we can turn intoa 
giant robot? 


Not that | know of. 


a Sentry thing. 


ГАХ 


That sounds more like | | 


It is not. The rhombus sat on 


the remote and inadvertently 


flipped channels between 
Iron Chef and Voltron. 


Mil take that as 
a parce 


Triangle and Robert | Stumble aimlessly, there's Whoops, I just tripped over 
N 


probably a secret entrance this... ordinary rock, Oh well, 
Outside the MSG-plane... nearby. maybe next time. \ 
I'm not seeing any lair I'monit. Keep going, you'll do it. 
It must be underground. ls there not 
a faster way in? 
7 Perhaps witb 


explosions? 


Triangle and Robert 
Cartoonist! Any hints? 
As long as Robert 
stays true to 
himself, the Oval 
will be defeated. 


And the Cornersheep? 
^ 


- 
Don't worry about the 


Cornersheep. The Oval's 
the real threat. 


What happens if Robert fails? 


Should I pretend I didn't 
hear any of that? 


Your call. нх 


you do your thing. 


"4 


I don't know. Maybe 
this whole plot'll 
have been а dream 


or something. 


— Don't... you... dare. 


Triangle and Robert | Three of us can't defend| Perhaps. Perhaps not. 


"While Robert attempts to a city, even against 1 should attempt the 
penetrate the mysterious sheep. un 
defenses of the Oval's We need a force Gasp! 
hiding place, a situation 


arises back home to lead. 


The dome's down. 4 
The sheep will 
attack the city! 
7 


Triangle and Robert How do you know the recipe, 1 don't know. 

You have the recipe. That anyway? Who wrote it? Maybe I'll find 

doesn't mean you have the | What is the purpose of the | outif I make it. 
skill. Fondue of Four Thousand 


Cheeses? 
AOA 


Triangle and Robert 


I think | can convince the 
RDCLBA to organize а 
defense against the sheep. 


Do that. 
^ 


Will you help me 
prepare the Fondue? 


I can't think 


of anything 
more 


productive 
to do. 


"4 


n! 


One lengthy recipe 
recitation later... 
I know where to get 
most of those cheeses, but 


are you sure Venezuela 
even has beavers? 


No. 


x 


Triangle and Robert | You're a letting-sheep-take- | How could that 


Mr. Pyramid, if we can still over-the-city organization? | possibly help? 
call you that. 
y We could cover up the fact. ‘Well, if the sh п 
Youmay. | that the sheep are invading... know they're orange 


| The RDCLBA is not ‘Would that help? 


a military organization. they wouldn't be much 


ofa threat, right?... 
BN BN Well, that's the best. 


RU m 


Triangle and Robert 


Listen up! The RDCLBA has 
a job to dot Just because the 
government has been 
disbanded hy sheep doesn’t 
mean we can't do something! 


"4 


We lost a lot of polygons in the 
Cube disaster, and I know the 
agency hasn't really recovered. 
That doesn't change the 

task at hand. This city will soon. 
be attacked by ovine forces. We 
won't stand a chance in direct 
combat. We need to divert them. 


We can only hope that the 
Oval will be defeated in 
Scotland and the sheep will 

be pulled back. It's not much of 

a hope, I know. 


"4 


And then what? 


Triangle and Robert | Great that bought some time. Where could we possibly 


They're bound to catch on at some find chat much pink? 
point, though. We need to keep 


NOT FN Coler is not an option. 
TO CITY жшк А N 
tif... we write ti 
What if we paint ‘word "pink" on ll 
Baa? the outskirts ofthe city the buildings? Ifthe sheep 
Baa. pink? continue to be this 
/ dumb that'll be enough. 


Triangle апа Robert | Same here. What are you | You couldn't find cheddar? 
How'd you do with your missing? 
I think it's just the 


half of the cheese list? A few sheep's milk 

I found most i > Cartoonist trying to 
of them. N and mild cheddar. force us into a 
VA Monty Python 


reference. 


V CP ӯ 


т 


Triangle and Robert| І сап make nineteen of Aged Parmesan, minimum 


Here we have gathered the remainder with a six hundred years, and 
three thousand nine lactating sheep and some | farmer's cheese pasteurized 
hundred seventy-eight power tools. The last two on a winter solstice. 
seventyning N could bea problem. 1 know! I'll be N 
1 found the > I don't have your right back. 
cheddar. memory. Which 
7 


^ 
two? ^ 
z VF 


Triangle and Robert What? Do you know me 


V know this is an unusual from somewhe... 


request, but the situation 


is desperate. | wish to 
remove relics from 


Master Basil? 
What are you doing here? 


I'm the Vegetable Sentry 
now, Master Basil. I've 
never forgotten what 
you taught me. 
Sentry? You? What happened? 


I'm just a gravetender И 
1 the crypt. now. My chef days are It was a long time 
You? Is that... really well behind me. ago. | would have 
» ION, told you 
оше grow i 
quite a lot, if had 


known where 
you were. 


Triangle and Robert 
Where is he? Cheese waits 
for no polygon. 


But the cheeses... he 1... oh. You're right. 


can't afford to waste time! 
You haven't even begun / 
то milk any sheep. What 
are you waiting for? 


He met an old 
teacher of his | 


They're catchirg| ~ 
up on old -I can't capture a 
^ 
times. ewe alone! 


Why not? 


Triangle and Robert | She gave me her spatula. | She threw it at me with 


| was with her when she Н piant want i take it. her last tablespoon of 

i new there had to be strength. It was in contact 
died. She... she choked someone who would make | with me at the moment 
on a scallion. That's no | a better Vegetable Sentry | ner spirit departed her 


death for a Sentry, than myself. body. still think I was 
pio wipe LAB ue the wrong choice, but I've 


great weakness. 
N 


tried my best. 


\ 3 


H a oan Rare cheeses. The Dairy 
Triangle ana Robert No, Master Basil, mind Sentry is attempting the 
another way to what 1 seek.) Fondue of Four Thousand 


Tell me then, what did Cheeses. | need ancient 


you hope to find in the 


Я Parmesan, апа farmer's 
1 can't just let you into crypt? А 
the crypt. Fight me. I cheese pasteurized ona 
expect you'll win BN winter solstice. 
N 


How ancient? 
Aged 600 years. N 
15 that all? That, 1 can grant you 
as a gift from my own salad toppings. 
As for the farmer's cheese... seek 
elsewhere. N 


Triangle and Robert 


Hil I'm Generic Fluoxetine 
J the Bear! 


No, my prescription 
change doesn't 
affect you. 


Oh, good! That was too The second stomach, — / 


many syllables! 
yy The second stomach 


of what? 


Where is this 
scene, anyway? — No one! 


М, 
Triangle and Robert | Lactosuction, engage! Fortunately, I don't have 


to draw this effect since 


I'm sensing dairy milk is white. 


on this one. m 


„2 N 


INSERT 


E 
m 


B n SHEEP 


SHEEP 


^ 
Triangleana Robert| that's what зне заза: T'I take no chances. 


Gather all ingredients 
Sheep cheeses underway. Huh? before beginning 
Parmesan acquired. / BN Sorry. preparation. 


l'm not sure about, 


а Yes, but how? \ 
the farmer’ s V No one marks 
7 farmer's cheese 
by date of 
pasteurization.... 


atleast... not 
consciously... 


Triangleana Robert| |... im арр еа to be I'm not here to hurt you, 


writing it.... but I'm running out of 


Where'd Vegetable go? patience! Give me your 
| Yes. time sheets for the week 
^ ofthe solstice! 


How should 
І know? 


Bring it on. 
PE 


Triangle and Robert! Remember, | asked 
! know you pasteurized nicely. No! Bad idea! BAD i... 


a shipment on the 12th. BN R $$ ns 


Who handled it? 
That's none of your 


Gas V 
SO) LIE 


Triangle and Robert 


The Vegetable Sentry just died. 


Are you sure? What 
happened? 


N 


- 
He performed a sort of 
drill stomp attack in a 
dairy processing plant, 
went through the floor, 
and detonated a 
fermentation tank 


KO 


A dairy explosion can't have 
killed him. 


It could have if that's 
what the plot required 


H o 
Triangle and Robert | 1's okay to speculate, What speculating? All I said 
but I'd like the readers was it's obvious you're 


What are you doing? What's do th - 
this for? to de their own killing off the four Sentries. 


speculating 
І don't want you to EDT | 
give away СЫТА independently. That's not speculation, 
that’s a solid fact. 
This is new. 


/\ 


The Fondue must be what 
you're planning to kill the 
Dairy Sentry with.. Whar"ll 
kill the Grain Sentry? 


My guess is an RDCLBA 
loose cannon. 


H 4. 
Triangle and Robert | That doesn't mean tnéy'ir 
die. The plot's gotten 


Okay, okay. The plot аз Т | away from me on more than 


have it envisioned does 
call for some number 


of dying Sentries. | 


one occasion. 


Oh, you're 
no fun 
anymore. 


N 


H С 
Triangle ana Robert He's kind of late. Ie 
Where's the Vegetable yes. 


ә А When did І get so 
Sentry? Late as in dead? predictable? 
| | Mu, 
Ег... well... 


N 


4 


Triangle and Robert How? You did when you were an 
If I leave here to get the Telekinesis. inverted capital G. I 
final cheese, all the don't believe the Starham 


I don't have that. took away any of your 
abilities. 


I've had energy 

( beams all this 
time? That 
would have 


been handy to 
know. 


cheese I've collected 
might be tampered with. 


Carry it. 


Triangle and Robert 
Cheeses, arise! 


That wasn't even hard. | saw the pasteurization 
Now to collect the final plant explode and figured 
cheese and begin the you could use help. How 


| E many cheeses to go? 
4 | 


11 en energy] 
, but now 
cting sort] 
ike a kite 
string.) 


Triangle and Robert | If I bring samples, can you | That's not what | meant. 


One cheese, Farmer's. date them? I realized that 
Pasteurized on I don't swing right after I 
winter solstice. that way. said it. 


SANG PANG, 


Triangle and Robert | What sort of precision And that was the city's only 


If | bring samples of cheese do we need? pasteurization plant, so 
can you date them? Within a one day | there's nowhere left to 
Not to the necessary av р records. 


I'm not giving up! 


AJA 


precision. 


Triangle and Robert| If there ever was a fate, Then it's the Cartoonist that 
You're not meant to make | it’s dead now. Things don't) doesn't mean for you to 
the Fondue, Bark, It's fate, | Варе? for a reason. They | find the last cheese. Same 

don't even happen by thing, practically speaking. 
chance. It's all the whim Don't give the Cartoonist 
of the Cartoonist. that much credit. He 


| Ө changes his mind 


You still believe in fate? 


every strip. v. 


Incoming! 


\3 Гуе got it. 
AN 


What is it? 
A conveniently dated 
barrel of farmer's 
cheese. Told you so. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Ready how? A... an antique washtub and 
That's a lot of cheese We need a medium | 801 sort of smelting 
to be levitating. seventy-gallon saucepan furnace? 


and something to heat it That'll work. 
over. \ IN 


I'll set it down when 
we're ready, 
s 


Triangle and Robert 
I sense a disturbance. 


A disturbance in 
something, or just, 
a disturbance in, 
general? 


N 


No! He wouldn't be that stupid! 


Who? 


The Fondue is 
being prepared. 


/\ 


The Dairy Sen N | 


Cholk him up as dead.... That 

leaves Mr. Disease and the 
Grain Sentry. 

Robert, that's only if the 
Fondue doesn't actually 
destroy all life on this 

planet. 

^ 


Triangle and Robert І found the entrance! I just 
just needed to be distracted 


The Fondue could really dest 
е Fondue could really de: my a little to stumble into it. 


Robert? / 2 | | | So you're okay? 


What? 


Triangle and Robert 
I'm ina narrow cement tunnel 
with metal supports on the walls. 
Tt curves out of sight in 
both directions. 


Inventory! 


/ 


Iam carrying: 
the ten of diamonds, 


a lithograph of a pony, 


an instruction manual, 
sixteen cents, 
а mysterious toupee, 
a cotton satchel, 
and tea. 
Examine the 


— manual. 


The word "Hydlide" 
is prominently displayed 
on the cover. 


BURN IT! 


Triangle and Robert | The prints are uniformly ovine. I beg your pardon? 
The trail is well-worn from 
regular traffic. The most recent 
prints indicate a small flock 
traveling north in a hurry. 


LOOK AT TRAIL. N 


Now that I have a light source, 
Т сап make out a trail of 
hoof prints 


Go north. 


Going north. 
[Press SPACE] 


What? 


Triangle and Robert That is not important. 


I don't understand you! Go on. | will stand watch outside. 1 was just wondering. 
Maybe you should come How long have you been . 
А Go, Triangle! 
down here so we don't standing next to me? 9 


have to shout back 
and forth! BN 


| 
FAA 


Triangle ana Robert Hey, you found a secret No, I guess you just found 


passage too! Now we're tied! | © Smal! impact crater. I didn't 
see that there before. 


\\ N Triangle? N 


y 
ГАХ 


H X 
Triangle and Robert | With the Cartoonist on a They followed the 
killing spree, I'd have thought tunnel north. 


Robert... I'm... alive? that would be enough. 


Of course you're alive. It wasn't. 


You barely fell 
опе screen. N 
N ES 
ГАХ 


Triangle and Robert 1am the Fondue of Four | That is beyond my power. 
Thousand Cheeses. What | "eere 
is your desire? 
No offense intended, Day, 


ut frd myself desperately 
wishing that Bis made sense, 


P 


I shall form a moat, then, Isn't that what I said? I'm Prozac the Fondue! 
and thus protect the city 


from the oncoming ferrets. ‘You said terrats. No. 
NO! 


Ste. x 


ё a@ 


What are you two Let's sing a song! 


There must have been Prozac talking about? р 
ponunt Yay! A song! Waat do you want to sng 
No can't stay tresh 
forever though. Oh boy Lets sing. 
сап you unmake the Fondue? 


So we can ry to ride it од? | 


YF) 


H Why are you being snippy? 
Triangle ana Robert Snippy? Tr's called 


Robert! What's that up ahead? witty banter 
It's a door. What, | 
you forgot what, There's nothing witty 

doors look like?, about it. 


` | 


Since when are you the 
supreme arbiter of funny? 


What? Did you suddenly 
tum into a jerk, or 
have I just not noticed? 


P4 


Triangle and Robert | That was... it was an пеши 


I'm not stupid! 
You just attacked me out idn' 
You started it! I just made | I didn't say you were. 
of nowhere! stupid, NOW I'm sayin: 

a normal sidekick comment and T did not! І just gave pid. N m saying 
you accused me of being snippy! Just 9 you're stupid. 
That was not a normal а good answer fo your 

sidekick comment! 


stupid question! N | | 


Triangleand Robert| 1 started writing the 


argument on the grounds 
I bear shouting. that I could then come 


up with a reason for it. 


They're arguing 
I hope it turns 


Most of the time that 


works. 
MM And now youre telling 
p105 reason. me this because youre 

ou hope? ^ still stuck and 

^ 7 ^ can't come ap 


witb an actual stip. 


This is an actual strip. 
It established that 
Triangle and Robert's 

shouting can be heard all 
the way from the tunnel 
entrance. 
We both know that that 
is not worth three panels, 


N P4 


i ^ 
Triangle ana Robert Oval season. I'm pointier. 


Rabbit season! He has a point. 
| buck season! I'll take point 


Rabbit season! — BN N 


| Duck season! 


Does this panel 
have a point? 


No, I used the toupee, the 
lithograph, and a penny. 


Triangle and Robert | 1 dert. 1 combined some of my 


Working... working... got it! other inventory items 


Leaving how as an 
exercise for the reader? 


1 didn't think you | Leaving it as an 
had lockpicks on you. exercise for the reader? 


I wasn't planning to, but 
now we're out of room. 


N 


Lr 
A 
" 


Triangle and Robert 
Pn eenan 


What? 


J ™ 


Helio. 
ł believe you have been 
searching for me. 


You've never encounted 
the Ovinoculatron, have 
you? it's rather fanciful, 
but at the moment it's 
the most convenient way 
ta deal with you. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
dt will inject hundreds of 
microscopic sheep 
inte your... your 


bloodstream or 
whatever. 


That's insane. 


lagree. Now 
feel the pain of 
nanoruminantosis! 


Robert! Get down! 
I didn't bring my 
dancing shoes! 
You don't wear shoes! | 
| Oh, right. 
And that's not what 
1 meant by "Get down!" 
І Sorry, sorry. 
Get dawn! Now! | 
I'm down! I'm down! 


Triangle and Robert| Leg of Anti-Mutton! | 1" 


You've forgotten I trained After eating this, any Your wills are strong, 
А with Mr. Disease, i sheep in my bloodstream will Triangle and Robert, 
aze in amazement as i 
be converted into energy. 
conjure into being... ay: butt have M final 
"nu са! о play. 
That's idiotic. RY 


AO 


Triangle апа Robert| Yeu already know the Was that the secret weapon? 


It's opening! There's а origins of your kind. Polygons" built-in command 


hatch on the Oval, and We, the Fourth Race, override, exploited at range 
it's opening! N created polygons. over the Cornersheep's 
We, the Fourth Race, telepathy? 
can command them. Yes. The MSG protected 


What? you that time, but this 
4 time you will not be saved. 
Behold my form! \ 


Triangle and Robert „тһе Ovalnaut once observed | | Polygons were their servants, 
Robert. You knew our species guage w Triangle. They made us for 


to the English of the Fourth 
had a command override? 
Race. Identical, Triangle. obedience. 


ату After the Fourth Race had EN 
been dead for millennia? 
That means our legacy from 
The Fourth Race isn't just 
cultural. They built in what 
they wanted us to know. 


Triangle and Robert | Yes, one creator, singular. | Robert, he's right. 1 can 
When i emerge from this | You cannot oppose your | only surrender. 


Oval, you will succumb. You creators, plural. How can you tell it's a "he"? 
cannot appose 
your creators. 


We've been opposing the 
— Cartoonist for most of the strip. 


eOeayoOmes SMAO 
om eoem 20007 


Translation: Polygons! 
Behold my true form! 


Are you sure? That's 
not how I envisioned 


OSM eTe Ошо 
am mue soome 


Cancel translation. 
I can communicate 
with this one 
on my own. 


Robert, there's nothing | | O. great. Robert, prepare 


to question. He's won Triangle: Kill him to defend yourself, not 
that ill do you any good. 

I don't have to 

accept that ye 


Yes you do. 


"wo 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle? 
E BN N A 


H You didn't hit me. You 
Triangle and Robert hit the sound effect. 


Triangle! Stop! You're pointier and you're 
the Chosen One, but I 
What? How did Know comics. 


you survive? N 


If you won't stop, then 
come get me. I'm in 
the next strip. 


Triangle and Robert 


It's no use, Robert. I'm 
faster than you. 


As long as T keep talking, you 


no particular topic. I con also use 


can't hurt me. I соп maintain an | text as a weapon, if you get too 


impenetrable shield of text 
indefinitely. You can't Al 
reach me through 

my dialogue, and as 

a маску sidekick 

I have the ability 

‘to continue talking 


indefinitely, babbling 
pointlessly about 


close. Many letters of the 


alphabet are |, pointy and can 
inflict injury / NI might not be 
able to win, but T can 
hold you off for any 
length of time. 
You'll get ‘tired before 
Ido, we both know a 
babbling sidekick 


can keep going for days 


Triangle and Robert 
T might as well help the strip 
along while I'm filibustering, 

so here's a list of, 
and their 
statuses. N, 


characters 
probable 
Triangle: 


controlled by, Oval. 
Robert: present! 
Cube: near home, 
encamped awaiting 
result of this 


sortie. 
Orpuddex: in Factery. 


Mr, Disease: Above ground 
nearby, ready to act as backup. 
Vegetable Sentry: Died in cheese 
explosion, status of, 
uncertain. Meat | 

Dead, soul in 
Dairy Sentry: 
Grain Sentry, 


soul 


Sentry: 
Factory. 


with 
having 


sing-along with Prozac 
the Fondue. MSG\ / entity: 
focusing on holding V/ seaplane 


together. 


Update. Triangle: Passed out 


from exaggerated comic 
boredom. I win! 


i ——— 
Triangle and Robert You have somehow broken 


T'm surprised. I am also have come here to oppose mi 

very much amused. the rhombus is the one from 

Do you wonder why 
I laugh at your resolve, 


the second of your 
safeguards. You will not 
obey my orders. Nonetheless, 
you cannot allow 
yourself to harm 
me, a human. 


\ when you have I 


те further 
than any 
other? а rhombus contains 
three layers of safeguards, 


weakest. Even before I left, 
rhombi broke it regularly. 
"A rhombus must protect its 
own existence." It was intended Ml ЕРУН АРЫНУ АО 


I speak of 


as a check on wackiness, but 
never really functioned as 
designed, Not important! 


Still, compared to 
the First Law it was 
but a minor 
suggestion. © 


human being or, through inaction, 
allow a human being to come Leave or stay. You can do 
fo harm." The Third Law 


But you're no human. 


а rhombus really can't harm а 
human. 


Triangle and Robert | over? what do... oh. 


Wake up, Triangle. 


It's over. N 


How did you... 


Tt thought it was people. 
It wasn't. 


к © 


So polygons around the world 
will be coming out of the 
Comersheep's control now? 


Probably. 


Triangle and Robert | "T survived the Fondue of If we had arms. 
The Fondue's breaking up!| Four Thousand Cheeses 
We survived! and One Antidepressant” 
would look good on a 
| T-shirt. 


TA 


We're alive! 


Triangle and Robert — ves. Yes, getting a rope 1 wasn't done complaining. 


would have been a good idea, | Are you ever? 
Do you have а горе or something?| “ое that the only obvious 
No. In bindsight, getting route to the surface from here | Shu up. 
опе would have been a involves a goad deal of up. No, you shut up. 
good idea. I shall acquire N 
4 one shortly. 


Anyone? 
Helllloo? M Ah. 


Someone? l've been waiting I should have 
patiently! gotten te you / 
| on. um. sooner, but I had 


Lo take care of 
the Oval 
situation, and 
there was the 
Fondue, and 

Prozac.... 


N 


So, am I getting 
resurrected? 


M a 
As scon as I come up Do you feel up to 
rescuing Linda from the 


Pudding Factory 
Can have something of the Dead? 


to do while ! wait? Me rescuing her? 
Meditating without a That sounds backwards. 


body doesn't really 
seem to work. N 


with a reason. 


Yes, and you heard 
Reinforcements are me say that. 
on the way. 


You said І couldn't Can't you even follow 
hear you in the vat! your own arbitrary 


N rules? 


"4 


Triangle and Robert | Because ГИ do something 


Release the Meat Sentry. 
Why? 
N 


threatening if you don't. 
No you won't, you're 
авай 


Yes, і haven't thought 
it out much. 
So, if I do not release the 
distressing damsel, you will 
have no choice but to... 
try to come up with 
something. I am 


unfrightened. 
oo 


H n ^ 
Triangle and Robert | ! have no idea. What are you looking 
" I never really learned at me for? 
l'Il enter the Vat and 


get her myself. how T make plans. 


р V P 


Triangle and Robert | |, dont want to fall from the rope, | !# the plane working now? 


Chosen One! Sidekick! so | won't ask the obvious р 
e found a roy Й ^ "how are we..." question. J will ask that 
yen from wbich it came. 
Ittook you long | A ise decision. 


^ enough! | 
be nice. [rs] 
EN 


. 97. Unless it was just his 
I'm here to rescue you. The Cartoonist typical incompetence! 
| You're as dead sent me, so there 
as | am! must be something You always see the 


"D in people. 


I can do. 
є He's people? 


Hil L. no. Not today. 
Not today 


ке 1928-2003 


Triangle ana Robert 
flo? The MSG has entered О. Ondo D d Q | 


the pudding vat. 
bp 
Mister" 
v. 


еннан Temporary Difficulty 
Something's (Ж bodies. assembling 


Oh. That... explains... it? 


ains why originals. 


V Z t expl: 
| Ataata: | Qops 


Oops? 


Triangle and Robert | »»»'t move. You've been 


reincarnated into 
Am I supposed to tenporary holding bodies 
be crumbling? 


made of MSG until your 
We're going to redie! 


actual bodies can be 
recovered. They'll hold 
together okay if you hold 
still. 


Triangle and Robert 
Hello? Was 1 supposed to 
meet someone here or did 

I imagine that? What's going on? 


Uh oh. I hadn't been 
drawing anything to do 
with you and now you walk 
back into the plot with 
things having happened 

to you. 
1 can summarize. 


И 


Thanks. 


Everyone snapped out of 
ovine control ali of a sudden. 
The sheep panicked and we 
drove them off. Then we had 
lunch. ! got a salad, but before 
Т could start eating it there 
was some kind of mysterious 
fog. Then 1 lost my appetite. 

ht have passed 


lout or something.” 
1 received some 


Triangle апа Robert | t's the park wheré the | Tf you have any trouble 


Vegetable Sentry landed the MSG entity will 


1 received some sort of after the explosion. Most | Probably give you more 


telepathic message, unless 1 


of him anyway. information. сок out 
didn't. I'm not really clear for the Artistik font in 
on that part, but if there wasa | — [need to reconstruct 48-point or larger 
message, it was telling me to the corpse then? with no speaker-indicatiag 
“return to the ———M line. 
city and come That'd make 
here. Where's sense. You know the 
here, anyway? — corpse isn't 


drawn? 


Triangle and Robert | And now he fell apart! 


You let him die again! 
.$ He's falling 
Ф арагі! No, the MSG 


| entity pulled him 
Vor 

Sj 

V 


out in time. 


It's alive! He's alive! 


'eseeid umop 
pue шоа 


——ÀN 


А 


Triangle and Robert | The MSG took care of the 


We talk to the Cartoonist all 
А ,, hard part. It feels responsible the time. Compared to him, 
You're reassembled. Where's since the dome didn't ме те, Соттрате іо 
tne ps een le ei ү protect you. network substitute composed 
can't bring someone You're talking to the | of the world's monosodium 
back to life just by MSG now? glutamate is relatively 
— — 7 putting their ——A SN lucid, if you understand 
body ^. what I'm saying. 
back 


^ 
(together. 


H 4 4 
Triangle and Robert| :cs in the back strips. | She died in strip 1142. 


Good luck finding where 


Go read up. 
Зо, do you know where the P I established the setting. 


Meat Sentry's body might be at? yj, don't have time for that, do 


we? How long can the MSG 
entity keep Linda on life | Can I help? 


support? N 


1 guess it's worth a shot. 
No. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | We know the Meat Sentry | If it was thrown overboard 
1 told you so, time doesn't [boarded a sheep transport Robert or Prozac probably 


i would have seen it, although 1 
pass for characters near the site of the battle. guess Prozac might have seen i 


consulting previous strips.| We know the transport | ad not said anything, that'd be 
That's sort of convenient, didn't get far before she |^ Ча аута, bh 
but mostly spooky. was killed. What happened] "ke the ay its prot ly 
to her body after that? on the transport. 
Okay. "It's probab 


М 
[| V I didn't mean that. 


Triangle and Robert 
The transport would originally 

have been headed to Scotland, Maybe I'd say it too! You 

but if 1 were the Cornersheep Їч never even tried to flesh 

have changed course when the out my personality! Why 

Ovalnaut was killed. — am I suddenly upset about 

/ that fact? And since when 
do | introspect like this? 


~ 
Speculation not funny. 


That's something Triangle 
Speculation not funny! would say. 
You're noticing that now? 


С“ 


Triangle and Robert [t!a let your personality| I think your character's 


and role be defined by been established. 
\Let me get this straight. outside edict? 
You want me to define your| Oh. What is it? 
pute ту тог AC When you put it that + Ohhh. 
ез! 1 nee 
ati. way... maybe not? 
characterizatioi y y 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


"Meanwhile, off the 


of Aruba. 


ast 


No! He didn't just... 


О 


o 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


N 


I did. 


Why? Do you have something 
against me? 


о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Cube would have figured 
out where you fled to 
soon anyway. I just 
figured I'd narrate it 

to jump-start things and 

save dull speculation. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | Lhave no idea, there are too 
many characters in the strip. 
We can't get to Aruba and back 


We could try the Fondue 
before Linda's temporary MSG 


of Four Thousand Cheeses 


There must be again. 
body collapses. some way. Perhaps | lack the vocabulary 
7 No, probably not. the other Sentries required for a 
Do we know know of something.| sufficiently 
anyone who 


can? enraged, 
NS reply. 
М 


Triangle and Robert It's not her only chance. With} I'll start measuring the 
If the Fondue is Linda's | the sheep fled | can flya | cheeses in case you don't 


only chance, we have to plane there. make it. 
go for it. I'd rather you didn't. 


vy ОДОД 


Triangle and Robert 

"Aruba: 
Hand over the Meat Sentry's 
body and I'll leave in peace. 
Okay. 


Tbe glatamic seaplane is functional. 
‘Whatever business distracted 
the T mast ave concluded. 


How could he kill me? 
I T t understand. 


Scotland: The Zone No Pudding: 


Triangle and Robert 


The Oval was never meant to 
return, Naturally they'd have 
manned it with an expendable 
automaton and not а 
human. М 


But if it wasn't human, why were. | That almost vaguely makes sense. 
polygons required to obey it? | Over the centuries it forgot what 


it was, and assumed it must have 
They built the Ovalnaut with | ает human because it had the 


all their command of abilities of humans? 
geometry so that it could imb: 
deal with unexpected Limbs in 
situations. Particular. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
We will be landing now. 


/ 


1 wonder if we'll 
be heroes. 


I hope not. 


N 


ps 
Message gotten. Next 


plotline: pointless 
disjointed events and 
maybe some panicked 


fleeing. 
Hooray! 
A 


I thrive on inconsequential 
adventures that change nothing. 
I have enough to worry 


about being a 
protagonist. | can't 
afford to be a role 

model too. 


A 


Triangle and Robert | ^ desperate theme park wants | Oh... they mean turn them around 
We just got a letter to hire us to turn them around! | financially, not rotationally. 


we just got a letter, Still, a job's a job. 
we just got a letter, That sounds good. N 


wonder who it's from! 
Just open the thing, 
/N 


Triangle and Robert | Not being drawn isn't helping it. | Forget wha—? Oh. We don't want 


Well, this is it. Doesn't sound like much to risk... that pill... thinking 
] , either, A theme park should we want it here. 
Doesn't look like much. have annoying music and. Tt certainly 
BN forget I said smells like a N 
anything theme park, on 


the plus side. 


A 


Triangle and Robert | We had trouble finding the 


place. You need to give better 
You've arrived. Welcome to... и i 
t weis Between nemer at directions and put up a few signs. 


the moment, Naming this At one point the park was 
park is one of the tasks "Empossibfe-to-Find Work" and 
fer you to handle. hidden under а tarp. We haven't 
| г ^ entirely undone that. 


So you've baen through a lot of 


themes? 
There's been a tendency 
to jump on bandwagons 


lat just the wrong moment. 


Hence "All 
Your Coaster 


Are Belong 
To Us.” 


Triangle апа Robert |Prewnornot, though, there should) до why Robert needs to 
be almost no barbed wire, stop randomly climbing things. 
the parking lot is the entrance. Vou see? This sort оў You don't happen to have 
It ран | мыс ming апа [thing is why we needed any medical staff, do you? A 


exciting. consuftants. "^ 
And drawn. 


Z ideally, yes. { | | 


The first thing people see after 


Triangle and Robert 


Look at these ficket prices. They 
make no sense. A family of four is 
batter off buying tickets separately 

than as a group. 
Jt was the easiest 
4 way to meet 
tax code 
requirements. 


Ah, right, Somehow that money 
never seems to get to our 


schools. Á 


casad 


I'm not sure | follow. 


There's a tax on people who 
are bad at math. фән 


Triangle and Robert 
Anything ебе you could 
suggest about the entrance? 
Not until we have a name 


for the park. That'll 
determine much of the decor. 


XS 


So, heading inward: 


Good, a nice broad walkway... 


concession stands highly 


visible. 


that could easily hit someone... 


low-hanging gondola 


pack of feral cats. 


= 


AX 


jauiopndy! 


Triangle and Robert | Dentiethimdown unti weve | Are you alowed to split 


И just going to fe identified all the deathtraps and infinitives? 
re you just going to leave potential self-destruct mechanisms. 
your partner stuck on the If there's a button to not press Everywhere but Kansas. 
Barbed wire? he'll press it. It's a wacky sidekick 
It's the safest place for thing. N 


him to be. 
| ZN 


Triangle апа Robert| Remember, you id sign an | Hi, r tet myself down from the 
We have forty-four vides, although Insurance waiver. barbed wire. Did you know this 
they're not alf currently ‘theme park was built over an 
functioning... Are you sure Robert isosceles burial ground? 
is okay fife that? BN xX 
You're the client. If you C 
want him down. 
Niet him Sy 2 
down. Z E 


Back when discrimination 


Triangle and Robert 
What do you mean, an 


А А isosceles triangles had to 
isosceles burial ground? 9 


bury their dead separately 
from scalene triangles 
A lot of them died 
violent deaths. I'd 
be surprised not to 
encounter vengeful 
spirits. 


AN 


against them was more blatant, 


Robert, don't be silly. There's 
no such thing as competent 
ghosts. 


Triangle and Robert | Robert what... по... Why are there giant rolls of pink 
how are you eating that? cotton candy amongst janitorial 


A A 
Cotton candy! Cotton candy Don't eat fiberglass! and maintenance equipment? 


Fiberglass 
insulation... d's not fiberglass, We had to put them 
| somewhere. 


Triangle and Robert | 1 did give me an idea, though 


T know exactly how we can 


Triangle, I think I ate too aic na specie crank 
much cotton candy. This isn't 


by What spooky crook? Scooby! 
1 noticed. 
/\ / 


I'm ahead of the plot. Sorry. , 


i In fact, icd aren't even| 
Triangle and Robert VT P607 amenant park 


There are lots of things | episcdes of Eire Deo. 


that happen in amusement Vou say экев N 


parks, not just l eviscerate you. 
Scooby Doo 


Triangle and Robert | Feee We can get a good view of 
Let's try a ride. What's that one? "The the park from the Ferris wh. 


RN Permutatron"? tetrahedron? N 


1 guess it can't hurt. How does that even 
| it's out of order. rotate? 


Triangle andRobert| WEY Gahe just. Does fie enjoy vomiting? 


Riding the Ferris tetrahedron Officially, he's stress- and No. He's just trying 
ajter overeating is inadvisabie. safety-testing the ride. to advance the plot 
Unofficially, its just so Or something. | don't 
! 
Here.I gol he gets to vomit. think he knows either. 


N 


= Shouldn't й ba structurally |The collapse of the Ferris 
Triangle and Robert| impossibie torit to, you know... [ч жое id) uii ig 


silent, as I wasn't 
really sure what kind of 
Sfi! Don't say. noise it should make. 
The Ferris tetrahedron looks fun. | 
Except, um. Kw 


Triangle and Robert | {fave no idea. And this wasn't worth telling 


W... why.. why would you | Arenityou in charge? us before because... 
have.... a ride... which Tve only been in charge 4 didn't want you 
IMMEDIATELY falls apart if anyone) for three weeks. This is to be underconfident. 
questions its mechanical the first time I've seen 
Viability? \ the park operating m / 


7 person. 


Triangle and Robert | were at atmost zero operating | 1 don't think a coat of paint and 
Ми Budget. We need ta become a new sign will improve the 
So far I'm thinking you should ‘gt 


E n vofitaBfe without any major Trebuchet Into A Brick Wall or 
dismantle the entire park and start | л y maf the On Fire Coaster. 


from scratch with a new опе. 1 | capital outlay. I'm hoping some of SNAM 
А We could extinguish the 
doubt i'd cost much mora than | the attractions can Become money rdi MM 
bringing what you have up makers with only cosmetic changes.| — pesce walt and aon the 


to code. N 7 trebuchet at a 
Bouncy castle. 
^ 


Triangle and Robert 
Simple lack of explosives won't 
get the bumper cars to pass a 
safety inspection. They need to 
be safe, not just less actively 

deadly. 
Im not 
1 following 
yov. 


You're not legally allowed to 

operate an amusement park 

unless the attractions pass 
mandatory inspections. 


1 can see iow that could” 
Become a problem. 1 bet 

it had something to do with 
the fast twe CEOs 


7 retiring. 


What if you don't advertise it 
as on amusement park? Reopen 
as an open-air fitness gym and 
label the rides as exercise 
equipment. \ 
Gyms have 
inspections too. — // 


/ Yes, but the 
bribes are 
smaller, 


Triangle and Robert 
Fé rather only Rear ideas that 
ave legal for now. How can 
the park run and make a 
profit while not breaking 
any faws? 


"4 


1 haven't formulated а plan yet. 


Let's keep 
looking around! 


DAN 


Low-fiying gondola! 


I see it, thanks! 


‘Bear trap! 


\ 


What? 


Triangle ana Robert Will it trigger some sort 


of comical disaster? 
This waterslide looks fun. 


How do I start the water? Don't touch that valve! 


И 


“Uh... whichever answer 
keeps you from. 
turning it. 


4 Й 
1 


f 


\ 


There's only one way to 


Triangle and Robert find out 
1 know for a fact that this slide isn't | 


Come on, how bad could it be? 


Fm thinking napafm. 


connected to the plumbing. No, there isn't. Don't MA 
ith piranfias in it. 


Whatever fluid it is, it's not a turn the valve unti 
waterside. you know what it's 


» connected to. 


^ 


Triangle апа Robert It's against my direction. 


Tm not йай if it turns out 
You hired us. Don't keep to Be quid nitrogen with rabies, 
us from doing our job. I'm 
turning on that water. 
unknown-fluid-slide. BN 
N 


You're not scaring me. 


See? It's just water. 
I mean bleach. 
Т mean ammonia. 


T mean... N 


EN 
- *THOD* 


Triangle and Robert] > inthe carousel Break I don't see any horses, just 
Toxic vapors! Robert fell down! open the fiorses. what appear to be half-melted 
pandas and weirdly misshapen 
vs Апп. 
The bluer things were 
originally horses. 


Й C J 


1 suppose you don't have 


Interesting place for it. 
hazard gear around? 


Triangle and Robert | | think its Dukes of Hazzard gear. 


This isn't hazard gear! That isn't funny. 
/ It certainly isn’t. 
It's supposed to Бе. 


What is it? BN 


ft doesn't realty make 
sense either. 


I know. 


The fumes are getting closer! Tm 
taking shelter in the Family Fun 
Abattoir, 


You're not supposed to 
leave consultants to die! 


v 
| 


Triangle and Robert 


" 


You can't hold your 

breath much longer, I only 

have a few distinguishable 
shades of blue. 


Triangle and Robert | Robert! Youre okay? 


Triangle! In here! 


It's airtight in here, 


Come ont 


I couldn't see. 
Where are we? 
I didn't see the name. 
of the ride, Don't touch 
the heating coils 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


The bleach-and-ammoniaslide 
is still running. We have to shut 
itd... 
The floor's moving. 


oe 


The 
TOASTER 


What a strange concept for a ride. 
Could that have been 
drawn any less 

to scale? 


Triangle and Robert | So we'll eventually peak, then Let's avoid having to find out. 
descend, then hit the ground. | сап your cuisine-magic help? 


We've never both | 
velocity. No. I don't know how 
died at the same time. | io adjust recipes for 


We'd be on А 
fire N Who'll ree us? rapidly varying altitude. 


/\ | 
ШЕ (л — 5 A WV 


1 wonder if we're at escape 


Triangle and Robert| Maybe we could use Diana Of all the myriad questions 


í Ross as a hang glider. raised by the previous exchange, | 
Are you carrying any random will choose to ask only one: 
objects that might keep us fram | Youre not carrying Why would you trade Diana 
plummeting to our deaths?) Diana Ross. Ross for a Yoshi doll? 

| That's right. I traded Т con trade the Yoshi 


her for a Yoshi doll. 


doll for a Masamune. 


Triangle ana Robert There was this... line... 


n and then he was gone. What 
Triangle! I know how we happened? 


can land Du 
Follow my EN | 


lA 


Huh? 


V 


Pa 
= 


Triangle and Robert | соша it be that simple? 
What does Robert know that) | Just... rotate myself info the third 
don't? He knows how to exploit | dimension during the instant 
the nature of comic between panels? 
strips. He knows | 
| about the 
VA Cartoonist's | \ \ | 


J world. 


\ / 


It's working. I'm gliding. 
But, if polygons can glide 
во easily, then why don't they? 


They normally can't! 

I don't understand the 
physics of air resistance 
in your world, sc I'm 
substituting my own for 
the strip. If you tried it 
outside the comic, you'd 
probably be ripped in 
thirds by Coriolis force 

or something. 


Triangle and Robert 
Once again we are saved 
from certain death by the 
Cartoonist's ignorance. 


I've been in the. 
air before, but 
this is the first time 
I've really had a 
chance to look down. 

ыы |] 


VO 


It's sort of beautiful. 
What is? 
The world. 
Herd to believe it's 
all because of a 
recipe error. 


Yes. It is hard 
to believe. 


| P 
PE 


The chloramine cloud is 
still growing. How do we 
close the valve and stop it? 


We just need to get 
hazard gear. I'd rather 
use the real thing 
than makeshift 
it under the 
circumstances. 


NUNN YL! 


xn NN 


Triangle and Robert |". You can't use shifting 


T'll land near the fire station 

You land in the amusement park. 
I'll grab a hazard suit and 
attach it to the title, then 

when the strip goes to you, you 
take it down and wear it. 


MM P 


strip 


focus to teleport 
objects. 


We'll both land at the fire 


station 
No need 


= 


and take a cab. 
to complicate things. 


But I want to 
complicate things 


—7 MM 


Okay, you're responsible for 
not having the cab fare. 


It's a plan! 
N 


Triangle and Robert | We have the hazard suits. 


«е back here! I'll hail a taxi, despite 
the obvious dangers 
Nationa! security. involved. 
On okay, — N N 


WX 


Which would be... 


A Dead Milkmen reference. 


y 


Triangle and Robert | Well. you can trade it то an Okay, the valve must be... 


We don't have the fare, old man, maybe? ose 


actually, Will you take a 1 can barely see. Which way was it Okay, I'm lost. 
| Yoshi doll? to the slide? 
^N 


^N 

= g^ 

7 im E N 
М \ 


Triangle ana Robert Ves! Go сбое itt Hurry up! 1 don't know 
Row much air I fave! 
Triangle! Turn twelve degrees 


counterclackwise! 
1 just wanted to make А 
sure you weren't giving I'm going, I'm gaing! 
Is that where the valve is? me directions for some 


completely other reason. 


Triangle and Robert It's working. It's working! The 


Mity clockwise: fret. bleach and ammonia jets 
1 found it! This has to be the are stopping! 
"waler"-slide control valve! There's an absurd amount of 
Does it close clockwise chloramine gas in the air and 
ог counterclockwise? the local wildlife will be 
1 can barely even see my own lucky to survive, but at least it 
7 text through the won't spread to the city now. 
fumes. | 
N 


Put her in the trunk, we'll park the 
cab across from the fire station 


Triangle and Robert | we should have stolen a 


Robert, I shut off the valve and tho | hazard suit for the cab driver 


ea кш and leave the hazard suits 
935. SPEED, Pe She passed out? init. 
Hold on. The саре „ " 
still here? | thought / ` I hope she only ^ That's your. 
you'd have found a matey iN criminglest 
way to pay the р: x idea everl 
7 fare 


by now. 


Triangle and Robert 
Triangle, wake up! We made bail! 


Wha? 


It's coming out of your fee. 
Why coufitr't you have just 
tol the fire department 
what was going on and fet them 
take care of it? Stealing 
the hazard gear and endangering 
the cabbie wasn't N 
necessary. ~ 


Well, of course you would say that 
in hindsight. You had to be there. 


T plead oxygen 
deprivation. 


N 


Your theme park will be back 
in the black in no time with a. 


TU take that recommendation as 


Triangle and Robert 
your final report and pay your 


Emergency disaster funding! |little government assistance, It's fee, оп one condition. 
an ecological time bomb, they're 
bound to give you a grant or That we stay very far 
at least a giant tox credit. away from you and your 
| You're right. theme park? 


N uu 


Triangle ana Robert| тһе new business model's We've proven otherwise, 


Robert, your recklessness nearly working perfectly. 
killed a client and at least one \ Do our impending 
bystander, and we only got Extortion is not a trial and likely swift 
paid our fee to make us viable business conviction mean 


go away sooner. modell nothing to you? 


Triangle and Robert | Letus never speak of 
1 find in favor of the that trial again. 
defendants, I'm Judge Prozac 


the Bear! Agreed 
X 


N 


Next case: 


The mind's necessarily imperfect 
understanding of Time 


versus 
Dhalsim. 
ROUND ONE! 


1 I don't have to talk, you 
Triangle andRobert Isaw the strip title. know. I am quite capable of 


I know you're watching. | going multiple panels without 
providing any exposition or 
dialogue. 


Triangle and Robert Explaining everything In fact, unbeknownest to 
excessively has been my - 
Go away. downfall in the past. This | You almost got me that time. 
BN time I will reveal nothing | 
to you. N 


Triangle and Robert |" fine. 1£ you won't say] Sure you won't be lonely? 
anything I'll leave. N 


Please do so. 
^ 


/ 


Okay, І was just asking. 


You've been thinking again, 
haven't you? 


Triangle and Robert |!ve been thinking about Orpuddex 
a lot, actually. His description 
Orpuddex must be up to of the universe doesn't make 
something, \ sense, and not just in the same 
way that the universe itself 


Probably nothing fails to make sense. Right. 
important. NN 


That's what I just said. 


Triangle and Robert | Shut up. rm onto something. It would be, except for the lumps. 

What's the point of creating a Lumps are what give meaning 

timeless infinity that no one's to space and time. The Beforings 
even going to eat? had to have planned for their 


Lumps are a part of pudding. 
Why would the Beforings have 


expected otherwise? appearance. 
" It's nota Right, and they mad 
You're. ight, y made 
reaching timeless inf Orpuddex to, 
N counteract them. 


Simple enough 


Triangleand Robert But they had Orpuddex stir. Okay, I'll consider it 


xi А А ? 
Of all the reasons | can envision | Yes. If a terrestrial pudding Can I go now: 


to create a universe, none would | goes unstirred, it becomes А 
call for an unchanging one. lumpier than if stirred. But Gravity, Robert. An M 


i unstirred universe fails 
Tempe nase consider space. fo expand. Instead of 
lui 3 
amd panels lumps, there is only 
| а dead singularity. 


Triangle and Robert | Then why would the Beforings To fight. 
Orpuddex did not fall in need to send a Chosen One 


his charge. He succeeded. to deal with Orpuddex? I choose 
my own fights. 


It was because of his Let me ask you this: п 
stirring that lumps small Why would that Chosen Hf that's what 
enough for life formed. One be granted power they want me for, 
| ant 1 just won't play 
over the culsine-magic? their game. 


^ 


Triangle and Robert | Who disturbs this place? The Chosen One comes for 
me at last. Enter, Triangle. 


.. again. Я 
° We will battle. 
Pudding-Watcher! | seek Actually, that's what I 
‘an audience! wanted to talk to you about. 
“тепсе! 1 think you've misinterpreted 


N the whole Chosen One thing. 


= Enter! N 


Triangle and Robert |It would not have There would be the 


uddin, 
Ihave a theory. What would have беувореа lumps. P T And than? 
happened to the pudding if you Then what? No then. Onh 
had stirred it successfully? There "T be no stars. о then. Only 


the pudding. 
What would “ч be? / 
| | ^ оо 


Triangle and Robert 
If the pudding had not formed 
lumps, you would have had to keep| 
stirring it. 

Yes. 
А 


Eternally. 


N 


Yes. 
And you don't see 
any problem with that? 


No. Why? 


Ab 


It just doesn't sound like a 
very good eternity. 
Тт not sure if 
I ever considered 
~ it in those terms. 
But what of it? 


Triangle ana Robert So, no. 1 don't think your job was to keep 


1 the universe homogenous. | think 
Have you considered what would No. Now tell me! your job was to ensure its 
have become of the universe if you 


had not stirred at all? What аге you development 
Such a neglect vi g at? I don't need to 
^ would have stand here and 
been unthinkable. listen to this 
sort of 


abuse. 


Triangle and Robert 


Orpuddex, hear me out. If the 
Beforings didn't want life to 
form, they wouldn't have 
needed you. 


9 
= 


~ 


With no stirring there would be 
no life, Pudding-Watcher. 
Think on that. 


“Think on that"? How can 
1 convince anyone of 
anything when you give 
me stilted dialogue like that? 


аваа talks 


like that all the 


time. Maybe he 
listens like 
that too. 


Triangle and Robert | My stirring of the pudding | | Of course, if he spoke 

"With no stirring there would [ОЁ the young universe was no literally, then he posits that 
be no life"? Does the Chosen | Metaphor. I was no abstract |the unstirred universe would 
One seek to confound me | personification of change. | have... no. It is N 
with metaphors? I stirred to maintain} simply nonsense 
\ the pudding, not to} and I will ignore 
^  alterit. it. He wishes to 

weaken me. 


Triangle ana Robert Out of the PANEL? 
That was fast. row That's bad. That's 
Orpuddex doesn't EN very bad. 
And I don't D | 


Triangle and Robert t Oh. 
The MSG entity is worried. sto Well, that narrows 
1 can feel it now. it down. 


What is it Attherateoftwo N 
worrying ел» words a strip this is 
going to be a rather 
еріс conversation. 
^ ÁN 


A; Don't do that panel thing 
again, it makes me very dizzy. 
В: We're doomed. 


Triangle and Robert |M 


‘you're right. It'll take 

too many panels for the 

MSG entity tc communicate 
І have a plan. 


С: see В. 


Triangle and Robert and that incomprehensible? |  Ohhhhh, I'm hearing you. 


How much time do we have? Maybe we don't have You are? I'm just 
No matter how much to stop it babbling randomly to 
time we had, how avoid sinking into 


could we stop despair or panic. 
anything that Ohhhhh. 
powerful х 
X | 


Triangle and Robert 


MLater, at the Locust 
Garden... 


Triangle! Robert! | thought 

you Would be coming! The 

situation is indeed grave. 
N 


IA 


Just to get any potential Yes. 
|comical misunderstandings out Of course. 
lof the way, you mean the situation his planet will be rendered 
lof the growing MSG entity, correct? uninhabitable within a matter 
of montbs if no solution is found. 
The Sentries should be assembled. 


Another Sentry BN 
plotline? Triangle, 


T'll be waiting № 
at home. 


Triangle and Robert | The rancor caused by my entry 


A cali И into their group bas passed. We are 
Will calling the Sentríes even help? Okay. That's not what 


They never seem to accomplish ай on equal terms. I'm really worried about. 
anything as a team. That's not the only thing The real problem is that 
Those times they've argued about. whenever the Sentries 
ave past. ^ get involved the plotline 
N fragments too much and 
everything gets stupid. 


Robert cares more than | 


M ^ do, but I don't like it 
either. 


Triangle and Robert er. mast? 
will not be appearing in 

today's, comis strip, Meat! Dairy! If I wast, I shall 
Vegetable! Graint 


| Meloni 
(ana ra m 


1 
Are you satisfied? 


1A 


Triangle апа Robert | ves. believe tbe connotations 


Food isn't rocks! 
Metamorphic... so anything of the name are appropriate. 


Bat rocks were padding once. 
that once belonged to a " Some still are. 
traditional food group and Well they Te not! Maybe, but what 
/ changed? about... 
OTHER rocks? 


a] ow 


Triangle and Robert | What's to keep people | Theres indeed sucha thing as 
You can't just randomly from magically declaring| ^ ig»eous food. and even an 
borrow terms from other | themselves Igneous and existing Sentry thereof. 


disciplines to name Sedimentary Sentries? Oh! I get it! 
food groups! | Actually, Lam glad that You mean that... 
Its not random. you broagbt that up. Are not “Watcher” and 
` "Sentry" more or less. 


Г "Sow 


Triangle and Robert | _ believe that what the Grain Are you satisfied now? 


Sentry, as the Food Pyramid, | wil continue to consider 
Mid oes a foi eri oo | termed "Fats, Oils. and Sweets" myself the Sentry of the 
is the magma of foods. could be adequately characterized as metamorphic group. 


among magnas. It is igneous. sedimentary: It is food which 


settles within the body and gradually] Yeah. You go 
hardens or causes hardening. so that. 


JP Js ES 


Triangle ana Robert If it were just The neural-flavored network 
So now you're saying | blasphemously absurd, substitute, a demigod 
that Orpuddex the that'd be one thing, but it| comprised of most or all of 
Pudding-Watcher, our also doesn't make any the world's monosodium 


most ancient enemy, is sense! glutamate, has claimed that 
actually a Sentry? Calm down, both of 'it is no longer able to control 
// ma technical sense. ^ you. We're not | its own growth and soon... 
N here about Mr. Disease, are you just 
[rs] Orpuddex. making all this up, by 
any chance? | 


Triangle and Robert | We must discern the process by Does it really want us to 
j wbich the entity grows andfind | fight back and keep it from 
No. Lam not making it up. The a means of controlling it. The а рас о р 
MSG entity's growth bas alteady | entity itself may he able to growing? It could be 
begun to have seismo! Е "| us in the first part. planning something. I'd 


effects. Can we trust it? advise not listening to 


METUS anything it tells us 
ЎА until ме run out 
V of alternatives. 


Triangle Ri This has to be Mr. Disease's call, | You know, I never have totally 
9 ага obert Robert. MSG is a mystery to us. | gotten rid of the aftertaste 
This is why I didn't want you to | we can only trust in his skills | from his Peking Duck Out of the 
get the Sentries involved, They ‘and wisdom. Way of Flying Mucus 

just bicker for strips 


and strips апа N Yeah, we're sort of | 
never resolve anything doomed. 


Triangle ana Robert| No. Why would you 
Chosen One! even think that? 


What? I thought \ 
{ уои меге | Well, you hadn't been 
trapped in| out of there ina 
the 7 while... OO 
^ Factory! 


So? 


Never mind N 


Triangle and Robert | 5° °ч came here because.. | No, that doesn't necessarily 


follow. 
I have thought on your| | If all you have told , 
words, Chosen One. me is true, then Silence, mortal! 
Iremain NG there must be some | rm not sure it rm 


unconvinced. test. N technically mortal. оо 
Silence, 
Chosen ~ 
One! 
Okay. 


Triangle and Robert |I have the second one. | I shall see what I 


The only test 1 can think of would 
require at least a galaxy's worth 
of pudding, a Ю in space-time 


to isolate it in, and billions of years. 


N 


OO 


Nen do. 


—|O0O0 


Triangle and Robert| Corry-out no, bur... what if he I'm not sure. It sounded 
That wos foreboding has it delivered? meaningful before I said it. 


Whatever bad AN Excuse me? 
the Pudding-Watcher 
has, | doubt he can 
actually carry it out. 
\ /N 


Moral: Don't say things. 


Triangle and Robert What if you heated itina | Both of you, calm down! 
gs yacuum to two thousand 0 
Gravy, by definition, degrees Fahrenheit? We're not here to argue 
must be at least partially ` about anomalous brown 
liquid! What you're Why would substances! Focus on the 
talking about isn't gravy! anyone do that? MSG entity problem! 


loi. 


1 These are less fatal, except | It must be pretty dangerous if 
rangle and Rober Р 
be the wind tunnel 
Ono lighter rote, we have maybe the wind tunne! one. you want to say no to it. 


Let's say no to the wind 
some potential clients. 


It's not the danger, it'd 
Ts tunnel one. 


mess up my hair, If I 


We just got back from a 

consuitaney gig, had that, I mean 

And just barely at that. N, 
/\ /N 


Triangle and Robert | That one's not really a wacky Unspecified. 


scheme anyway, more of a Any other 
Do you know how to polygonitarian intervention thing E | 
wrestle audio equipment? How about T 


The address is 


1 don't think so, no. N For what? in Arizona. X 
Oh uU now I'm 
| intrigued. Darn it. 


Triangle ana Robert оттп. And the fishing рап of it comes in. 
Pool of what? 


Hello... We've looked at your How many tentacles? b 
offer and we're interested, but N What is ichor, exactly? 
we'd like a little more information The dead wore what? Uh huh... 
N 
before we accept. So, did you try fire? Right. 


P4 


Bound in human what? 


Y 
Тее. T 
FL. Oh. 
2 


Triangle and Robert 
Are the undead wacky? 


Tt varies. 


N 


Lovecraftian undead, then. 


They could be wacky, but 
it's moot, They're not real. 


AO 


Then how would you account for a 


tentacled monstrosity living in 

a pool of ichor and guarding a 

book bound in human skin by 

commanding the corpses of 
those it drowns? 


Don Knotts 
їп а mask’ 


Triangle and Robert 


Listen, are you sure it's 
the corpses of the drowned? 


^ 
Well, my partner... 
N 


Let me put him on. 


/N3 


I know you're up to something, | Then I'll tell you. You discovered 
you know you're up to something | oil in the caves, but someone else 
Let's just cut to the chase. had the mineral rights so you 

What's your scam? invented this zombie story to. 


Okay, diamonds, then 
And you wanted us 
as bumbling 

investigators to 

hide your tracks 

N 


We'll take the case. 


Triangle and Robert | 4nd the reason we're taking So, you're going to use this as 
So the guy hiring us is secretly the case is BECAUSE an opportunity to screw up in 


behind the monster we're hired we know this? previously unimaginable ways. 


1o investigate? Yes. He wants failure, we'll 
Yes. K | | give him failure. N 


Triangle and Robert 
Robert, the only reason I'm 
coming to Arizona with you 

is morbid curiosity. 


T'll start by sneaking around 
unti! I run into someone else, 
accuse him or her of sneaking 
around, and fixate on that 

| person as a prime suspect 
I'm fine even after evidence proves 

with that, otherwise. With any luck it'll be 


а cop. N 


/\ 


If you weren't a main character, 
you would be in so many 
prisons by now. 


A person can only be 
in one prison at a time, 
Triangle. Remember that. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | You don’t need the quotes. "Sorry". 


Hi. We're the "detectives" you | ! know what you really mean. 


hired to "investigate" the 
"monster" and the 
"zombies" that have 
been causing all 
this "trouble". 


Triangle and Robert 


Am | going to be one of those 
characters who constantly stays 
/ off-panel to save the 

Cartoonist a few 
seconds of effort? 


Apparently. 


N 


So I shouldn't have spent 
so much on this tie. 


Honestly, it doesn't 


suit you. NC 


Triangle and Robert And the zombies... Tentacle monster? 


Just so T know what not Rubber costume. 


to accidently discover, the | No zombies. | 
pool of ichor is really. spread that story How do you 
Y N myself. control the 
Raw beef drippings. limbs? 


Don't ask. 


Triangle and Robert | Set into the spirit! we can 


Gosh, Triangle, these caves 
sure are awful spooky! 


Sure, whatever. 


PS 
= 
2, 


You're right. Let's bring ina 


at least look like we're fog machine. 


trying to solve the mystery! 
Т have no problem 


with that, it's just that fog machine wouldn't look 
these caves, frankly, fight. 
arent particularly We bring it in as part 
spooky. 
Йй of a clever zombie. 
trap, then it goes 
haywire. 


Detectives bringing in a 


Triangle and Robert | Hey! what about the stray wolf, 


Two fog machines, a small| the motorized suit of armor, 
flock of large bate, a | the strobe lights, and the 
large flock of small bats,| Spooky painting with eyehales? 


some glowing moss, We took all those N, 
and a public domain, back out. They 
sound еггасз co didn't fit the cave's 
ater... theme. A 7 


I thought the wolf worked. 


It only tried to bite you. 
1 had to fend off its 
ungentlemanly advances. 


Triangle and Robert | Hey! Watch where you're going! Where's all this fog coming 


from, anyway? And who are you? 
Gee, Triangle, this cave уау су 
Sorry, I couldn't 


sure is spooky, finally. xe We're the detectives 


X Mr. Bellwither hired to 
The chill is investigate the monster. 
palpable. Who are you? 


7 
Tm the gardener. 


A I 


Triangle and Robert | Either way, he was prowling Why is that significant? 
‘That gardener sure was around awful late for a gardener-| Do caves need 
acting suspicious, Triangle! gardening? 
I'm sure. 


I think you might mean | Also this is a cave. 
“suspiciously”. | some t 


Triangle and Robert 
Come on, Triangle, let's 
follow that garde THUMP. 


To the gardethump! 


v 
L^ 


‘Wall. 


We overdid it with the 
fog machines. 


There's no such thing as 
зоо many fog ma THUMP 


\ 


Triangle апа Robert 


Where am I? 


Triangle? Thanks. 


Yes? Down. You're welcome. 


\ Robert? Did you 
say "THUMP" again? 


Triangle R My glasses! I can't see 
gleand Robert Hey! without my glasses! 


Triangle! Can you still hear me? Im sorry. 
Robert, we don't even 


I need you to stay н 
аме еуез. 


Serious and act asa 
No! stabilizing force. See? Thot's what I'm 
talking about. 
Okay, never mind. 


Triangle Robert | think its the Dairy Sentry... For all intents and purposes... yes. 
gle and only somehow reverted back to It's our dog. 
Robert, I think we've taken this 


his inverted capital G form. 
Scooby Doo thing as far as itl... 
whoa... 


Rerro! 


You mean our dog? Oh, for crying 
ош $^&^. 


4 


Triangle? What is it? 


Triangle ana Robert |it's vet nec fault. It was| It wasn't deliberate, but 

1 did "d mostly Robert's doing. he made introducing a dag 

idn't mean to! I don't " or dog-like character a 

even know how I did it! | Robert turned the Dairy narrative necessity. The 
You shouldn't have | Sentry into an inverted 


Dairy Sentry's cursed form 


been fighting in the capital G again? How? |= the enly ene available. 


first place. | It sounds more like your 
| N ^ fault than his! 


H M 
Triangleand Robert| Robert nas a sort of 


attunement to the comic. 


You've ignored narrative | не can guess what I will 
necessity in the past and won't bother drawing, 


and he knows which of my 


Why should Robert's plot |puzeors to push to trigger 


idea suddenly ` subplots. 
make things How recently did you 
happen? ^ make that up? 


I don't know. It feels 


like it fellows naturally 


from Robert's previous 

actions and abilities, 

though. Maybe he's been 
planning it. 


Simpler hypothesis: You 
wanted the cate animal 


back in the strip. 
ack in the strip. N 


Triangle R "[FJel! down something"? | Do you think he remembers 
g and obert 1Р7 9 being the Dairy Sentry this time? 


This is awkward. - 
There's still too much . , 
Uh... Robert fell down fog to be specifi. There's more potential 


something. Go get help? for humor if we don't 
try to figure that out yet. 
Rokay! 
N 


A 


Triangle and Robert e ee athe amen 
Erf! Аа um at was al thar abo 


" Hey! What are you doing 


here? / | О 
N o 
M Rust forrow me 
ГУ I already! 


I keep a number of long, sturdy 
ropes suspiciously nearby. ТИ 
во get ane. but remember: Tm 
watching you two. 


Triangle and Robert І сапт sce what you're 
What's going on here? indicating. Why is there so 


much ыт 
Му partnar fell down | 


this... fell down. have no idea... 


La 
but rest assured, we N 
are investigating it? 


Triangle and Robert | Wee not really investigating. I'm not positive yet. I turned 
on an exhaust fan and the fog's 


Hello? "re not h А 
We're not investigating | clearing, There's some kind of 


The gardener's the monster. I think this| gesembly line. I smell paint. 
getting a rope. is something different. 
Hush, the gardener’s 
Stall him. I think I What is it? coming back now. 
found something. 


Ahl So you deny it! 


Triangle and Robert | There's a ram 


cactus-pig... in the... plumbing? Get out of my way. 
Ive got rope. Where's the i Ў " 
got ropi Plumbing... and it's destroying | im not in your way. 
| N everything with... uh... a giant 
Never mind. 


cannon... that shoots... um... 


Something else came up. brake pats. 
| There _ 
Al isnot. 


Triangle and Robert | Ви. uh... Well, you're not gonna catch me! 


hay, the fog's clearing! 

Move! I can't drop the rope А 

to your partner with you So now I can see what he Huh? 
fell down... 


standing there! 
N oh, no. n 
— 


ГАХ Hold on, the gardener 
actually WAS up to something? 


Triangle апа Robert That doesn't sound criminal. There are these action figures 
Whats tone hg? of Batman that squirt water 
at's down there’ 


You haven't seen the. from their udders 
‘things that I think were. 

It's a production line. intended as toys. Udders? 

I think it's for toys. That's what it says on 
Such as? the package, I don't think 


they're authorized by 
either DC or the estate of 
Bob Kane. 
Did you say Bob Crane? 


Triangle and Robert 
The “gardener” dropped the rope 
when he ran away. Do you want 

me to pull you up now? 


Does Yogi Bear 
breathe fire? 


They're bootlegs, Robert. The 
gardener must have been 
making them. We can pin the 
monster on him too, | bet. 
Thus resolving the 
mystery without 
implicating Mr. 
Beliwither... but then 
Mr. Bellwither won't 
have scared 
everyone away for 
his diamond mine. 


Is that a sarcastic 
way of saying no? 


No, I needed my 
memory refreshed. 
These toys down here 
make no sense. 


Triangle апа Robert | Ths paint isn't safe for toys.. T 
S 


Too late, I've already set the 
think I con make the whole cave 


timer. Pull k. 
‘Are you coming or not? toxic! imer. Pull me up quic 
I'm thinking. We need to But then it won't Uh, what? 
scare everyone out of be mineable. Rut? 
wanting the cave, since 


the monster obviously 
isn't working. N, 


Triangle ana Robert Help me pull! Mickey's left hand was on 


the schwa and his other two 
hands were on the floor nearby, 
во I think we have about four 
Rokay! minutes before the 
Y blast. Warn people. 


as needed. BN 
You're 
welcome. 
2 


Drop the rope! We have 
an explosion to outrun! 


Uh... uh... okay... 


Triangle and Robert 
EVERYONE OUT OF 
THE CAVE! THERE'S 

BEEN AN 
ACCIDENT! _ 


2, 


\\ 


cM 
A few minutes later, 
outside: 


I think we can assume the 
gardener previously fled, so 

everyone's accounted for. 
And now, the denouement. 


The so-called "gardener" was 
using a secret workshop in the 
cave to make bootleg toys. 
Our first clue that something 
was wrong was when we 
noticed we were in a cave as 
opposed to somewhere with 
a garden or a lawn. N 
Then, when we found the 
workshop full of bootleg 
toys and it made the 
gardener nervous, all the 
pieces came together. 


Triangle and Robert 


Obviously, the gardener 
summoned the monster from 
its nightmarish otherwordly 
crypt so no one would’, 
find his workshop. 


Cornelius Bellwither! You are 
under arrest! 


Huh? Why would you arrest 
Mr. Bellwither? 


N 


We read the strips where — 
he hired you. Robert, Triangle, 
you're under arrest too. 
Drat! We would have 
gotten away with it if. 
it weren't for that 
meddling cartoonist! 


Rinverted-Rapital- 


гү Сее! 


Triangle and Robert | Order! Order! Take thar 
_ On the first count, that of | pill out of my courtroom. 
conspiracy to tamper with І find the defendants... 

evidence, I find the 


defendants not under the parsley and 
guilty! there they are? 
Out! OUT! 


[— Safe! 
Are you the umpire? 
I mean judge? 
Be quiet. 

Wait, I'm not the judge? 

[— Oh, this is Arizona. 

Tm sorry. 

I'm also Prozac the Bear! 


Triangle and Robert |To be frank, I'm expecting| Yay! After we escape, Arizona 
1 find the defendants you to escape in some will be one more state we're. 


wanted inl 
— guilty of all charges 


i > We're appealing. y 
brought against them. fashion. Stay out of 
Ч my state. Of course. 
Triangle, you are we are. 
sentenced to 4 years 
incarceration. Robert, 12 
years. 


idiotic Cartoonistassisted| 


Triangle and Robert 


Erf? 


The plctline's 


basically over. 


You can change 
back now. 


Yarf? Hey, protagonists. When 


you're done appealing your 
[conviction and/or escaping 
frcm prison, start 
building an experimental 
Rurr. space plane filled 
with ham. 


So you need à 
power source first. 
Not a problem. 


Okay, a problem. 


Triangle and Robert | 5s that what this is about? I suppose we have to. I'll 
We can make another Starham? 


You want us to launch ham into miss him again. 
space? | mA Robert... he's 
Why do we need a 


ic So we can change the not a dog. 
second Starke inverted capital G back I know. He's 
tothe Pay Sentry. not a dog 


Triangle and Robert 


Before the guards can stop 
them, the mighty ship 
which Triangle had spent 
days constructing is 
soaring into the 
heavens... towards 
outer space! 


Fantastic Four, volume one, 
issue one. 


What happens next? 


Cosmic rays. They'll 
give the ham 
superpowers and 
force us to crash-land. 
We're going to end up 


dead of radiation poisoning, 
aren't we? 


That's not your writing style. 


І lined the ham with lead. We'll 
be safe inside it. 


Inside it? Just how much 
ham did you load this 
ship with? 
Enough. 


Triangle and Robert | Well | don't know anything Three hams, Triangle? What 
about rocketry, so we're flying were you thinking? And why 


I designed this vessel to carry with yeast. I didn't tell you ent М 
а payload of no more than because you would have found you warn me. 
three hams, Robert, a reason to add too much, but Would warning you 
How did you you've found a way to screw have helped? Д 
design this vessel the launch up anyway. It wouldn't 


in the first У have hurt. 
place? | | 


Triangle ana Robert We can land safely? I guess there can't be a 


So we're overloaded, What's disastrous mishap every time. 
the worst thing that can happen? | 1" the south Atlantic 


N as planned. Get therapy, N 
We survived launch, so Robert. 
not much. We just won't Oh. 
achieve orbit. 


Triangle and Robert | Are you trying to manufacture The controls aren't 
as the vehicle descend a crisis? responding! Of all the ocean, 
As " scends н 
bearing unfortunately No. Iceberg what aro tho odds we'd 
have chosen a splashdown 


nonirradiated ham... Oh, poo. | point with an iceberg? 
Iceberg [ог 
| I'm just 
N lucky. N, 


Triangle and Robert | ^o. its i Its MSG. 
Oh. It's plot. 


Robert, that's no iceberg. 


Oh good, it's something | Look at | It's growing 


silly? BN 


aswe n 


ÁN 


O 


So... we shouldn't p 


It looks lightly packed. 
Crashing into it won't 


be immediately 


/N 


fatal, but then what? | | 


think it'd work this time. 
We're here again, N 


Are wie. N | A 


1 don't know. 


i; How did we get out of 
Triangle ana Robert эн did we get o 
T confused it into thinking 
. we had an escape route 
and used that. I don't 


The MSG-mind. 


Triangle and Robert 


While we're here, if we are in 
fact here, a paint which | 

haven't yet decided to concede, 

we should get some information. 


A 


I'M go look. 


Q 


Do you know what to look for? 


Information, I'm sure 


I'll know it when I see it. 


N 


Oh. I guess it'd be physically 
manifested somehow, here. 

Just don't knock any of it over. 

What little conscious awareness 

the MSG entity possesses... 

did | spell that right? “Possesses"? 
That looks like too many esses. 
Since when do 1 read my awn 
dialogue text, anyway? This 

place is weird. 


Triangle and Robert 


^ 
„and now I'm rambling in a Loading. 


Ineeded vocabulary. 


So you sucked words out of me? 


stream-of-consciousness fashion 


which is completely Won't that make me talking hard? 
uncharacteristic of me, апе. | is ЕНЕ Put back thing! 
Why can't | shut up? ret do YOU Moan: Ioa mg 
Y | Р Make sensel I'm confused enough Have І made 
by my own inexplicable monologue| ? 
/ ` without you chiming in! an error: 


! Ё Gargle shiny rocks! 


Triangle and ВоБегї | Triangle! Bod news! 


Do you know how to 


draw information? Banjo fingering disintagrates 


Not really. nacho radiation? 
So this thing that isn't | 
drawn might be some No, not that bad. 
information? MSG deposits are 
/ \ bursting from the 
I'm going to say ground all over 
уез. the world. 


That shouldn't juggle with a 
moose on the first floor. 


A 


You're right. 
It shouldn't. — 
What are you 
talking abaut? 


T take it this is the MSG 


Triangle and Robert sity speaking? 


А Н 
l'm borrowing Yes. 1 doubt Triangle can 
^ Triangle's understand me al the 
moment, so remember what 
vocabulary. I say and pass it along. 
Superfluidic origami 


// thumps. 


A 


Сап do, probably. — 


A 


I'm undergoing a chain reaction. 
More and more of the Earth's 
mass is becoming part of my 

substance. Your crude attempt at 
a spacecraft was a good first 
step if evacuation becomes 

necessary, and 1 can assist in 
the construction of a less 

inept version, but | have no wish to 

drive you from tha planet. Destroy 
my substance by any means 

possible. | will not die, not farever. 


1 do not wish my life to be at 
your expense. 


i Don't worry about my survival. As 
Triangle and Robert long as there's glutamate 
1 moved this islet of my 


ч А somewhere іп the universe, ГЇ 
substance to intercept your rebuild myself. Do what you must. 
craft, as | was unclear whether 
you needed assistance. Okay. Got any tips? 
Thank you, but in the event of an| 
emergency we could have used 


Га have done it 
our seat cushions as ау ^ 
flotation 
device. 


If | knew what to do 


Now | will return Triangle's 
vocabulary to him. Pass on the 
words that I have spoken. 


A 


Q. 


Triangleand Robert! We were in the MSG. It I think itis. Wait, no. I can't 


wanted to say something remember the word for 
Triangle, wake up. non-cryptic, so it borrowed | “smelling like the taste of 
We're alive. your vocabulary. I hope aluminum’. 


Can | talk? N it's all back, Oh 
Okay. What N ‘ vut 
happened? 


Triangle апа Robert That's not good. | This is horrible! | can't 


"A device for reflecting even remember the 
I'm missing more words. scent waves." pejorative term for the 
Having five right angles." "A type of protractor number pil 
'Of or resembling quiche." commonly used in Well, you probably 
The sound produced by pornographic films." weren't going to 

collapsing broccoli." “A six-pronged fork used use that one. 

^ to eat pecans"! Ng 
^ 


- But still! 


Triangle and Robert [Е-е vocabulary words| The MSG gave back your 


you're missing... have youl whale vocabulary. I just 
I can't even remember whatone | ever used any while in can't write you using 


/ 


calls it when a... a thing... thing... the comic: words that I don't know. 
that... uh... 'm missing Well, that's a load of linear con 
Д grue 
that one too! Ohhh. 


/ 
| N І can sometimes 


fake it using 
panel placement, 
though. 


Triangle and Robert 


Do you think this monosodium 
glutamateberg will take us 
to land? 


Let's not wait. 
We can hollow а 
canoe out of the, 

ham. Y 


That sounds unpleasant. No. A canoe lacks subtlety. 
You're the cuisine-mage, Let's make a yacht. 
I thought you did that Mmm. 
sort of thing all the time. 


KOA 


Their arrival, however, 
is not to be peaceful, as 
they scon discover 

We 


already took care of it. 


How de you 

know what I 

was going 
to... 


Triangle and Robert 
Their experimental space- 
plane filled with ham 
having failed, the duo 
return home aboard 
a delicious yacht 

made of ham. 


The rampaging five-headed 
clammagon, right? We took 
care of it. By the way, 
"clammagon" is way too 

Flintstonesy. 


Triangle and Robert | Thats awtully reasonable of you. 


We still need to heal the I want to find out what 
Dairy Sentry. cosmic ray exposure 
Let's do the exact, does to me. 


same thing we did 
before, but bring 
less ham. \ 


You know, anyone reading this 
comic for the first time today 
will be completely baffled by 

this conversation. 


Well, I try. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Triangle? Who is it? 


1 see that you are building 
а yeast-powered spacecraft. 


We're doing the exact same 
thing we did last time, Mr. Disease. 


Ifs just Mr. Disease. We don't need your help. 


И Might I suggest you 
? 
‘Would you like some хе ase amore energetic veto 
No, we've done blend of yeasts? m lonely. 


itall before. N BN 
= AKA = 


Triangle and Robert 


You're lonely? 
Тре other Sentries threw 

me out. They said my 
methods were... unsound. 


Ny 


1A 


Was the giant 
clammagon your fault? 


m- possibly.. 


УРУ 


Go away. We'll talk after 
Robert and | make a new 
Starham. 


Pou do not wish 
to bear my humorous 


recollections of the 
disaster? | 


IA 


Triangle and Robert | Two hams loaded! Yeast gauges at what appears to 
be a little picture of a bagel 


] i А 
Ready to bring aboard Һат! Radiation shielding with cream cheese. 
VA Acknowledged! conveniently overlooked! 

Hey, thanks! That's optimal yeast pressure. 


Initiate countdown! 


Triangle and Robert Nine! 
теп! It's not actually а bagel. It's 


hard to explain to a layman. 


Why a bagel, anyway? 

РА Eight! 
Try me. 

Seven! 


It's a torus wearing a tutu, 
symbolizing infinity. It comes 
from the traditional dances of 

Six! 

Never mind. I think 

T get the idea. 


Five! 


Triangle and Robert | One! 
Three! 


4 You said "four" between 
strips. Strange. 


` Two! X 


Triangle and Robert | were going into space to It's getting hot. 
tum someone back from a letter G. 
Acceleration is ouchie. There's going to be a pun Atmospheric friction. | 


about the measurement of gravity. | Inside. 


Probably not, now | Oh, that's the yeast 
that you've called іт reaction. Everything's 
fine. 
| And you're on fire. 
I know. 
|. You're okay with that? 


VAN Pretty much. 


1 just realized something... 


Triangle and Robert | That! be bad for our ril go do that. 
‘oxygen supply. [ 


Abeard the still-rising Shouldn't you be Аааа, 
аааа 


spacecraft... 


running back and forth a 
Robert, when you said and screaming? m 
Iwas on fire... "S 
Probably. аа 
Yes? okay D 


Were you just making 
conversation? 


Fancy. 
Actually, you know what? 


No. You're on fire. 


Triangle and Robert | ! was standing too close to So we're in space. 
Okay, | got that out of , abaking duct, — 
my system. 1 think we're decelerating now. 


Why were you on / 
fire, anyway? 


N 


1 
Low orbit. | wouldn't 
calit"space" — 7 


Wrong number of 
dimensions? 


Triangle and Robert 


So that's what 


the 


Earth looks like. 


It really is a 
four-dimensional 


hypertaco. 
, 


N 


Wait, where'd it go? 
It's still there, the Cartoonist 
just isn't drawing it. 
The whole 


planet? 
Y 


He's not drawing an entire. 

world... in some strange way, 

I'm impressed by the sheer 
scale of that fact. 


N 


N 
1 know what you mean. 


They're exactly as I'd 
imagined them. 


Triangle and Robert 


Behold! Cosmic rays! 


AQ 


1 thought they'd be N 
non-intersecting, 
if not parallel 


Triangle ana Robert I wasn't planning to ask 


ission, but thanks 
So have уси put any thought into! But you can take it for permission, but than 


how to safely expose the ham to | out wearing a dangerously 
the rays? unshielded spacesuil 


BN it 
Of course. There's a anyway, if you'd like. 
sealed ham hold with z 
an airlock. yis 
^ - 
Oh.— ~ 


Triangle and Robert 
I'm going for a spacewalk, Make. 
something for me to eat when 

T get back. 


Don't eat the Starhams! 


" 


I know. 


It's cold in space. He'll want 
something warm. Maybe garlic 
bread and... no, | can't make 
soup without gravity. Mr. Disease 
could probably make gravily soup, 
but that's a differant matter 

/ entirely. 


uu 

You're not going to check 

on him and make sure the 
airlock does its job? 


You wouldn't kill us both without 
advance warning. ; 
What if that was 

the warning? 


Triang leana Robert | when you say "expose", do 
you mean... 
Ship to Robert. Do you read? 
1 No. Көөр the spacesuit оп. 
Acknowledged. I've constructed 
a new variant of upside-down 


cake for when you get back. Because the cosmic 
е rays might sue us for 


harassment. 


Right, depressurization too. 


Uh-huh. 


Yes. 


And his other brother 
Darryl. 


Robert to ship. 
Т сап feel the Һат 
changing. I don't 


think it's right, though. 


One of the hams.. 
I think it's turning... 


evil. 


Triangle! Do you copy? 
Con you hear me? 
Anyone? 


Triangleana Roberr| 227 i£ 1 don't He's not on this side either! 


have to draw it. No radio, na visual. 
Robert? Robert! Where did he go? 
I've lost contact! Where is he? I don't see him! | If he doesn't show up soon. 
The windows! Can | the yeast will only last so long. 


get a visual? 


Triangle and Robert 


There's barely enough yeast for 
re-entry. If | wait any longer, this 
ship wan't land. Robert's 
still out there. He'll run out of air 
soon. 


I'm staying. 


А 
In some comics, that would 


be a touching display of 

loyalty. Here, you're just 
calling the author's 
bluff. I'm so lame. 


Lame, and predictable. 


UN 


Triangle and Robert | The sianars gone. 
The signal's gone! 
Saying things twice makes 
them more dramatic. More 
dramatic! 


Robert! Robert? 


Ara you there? В 
7 There's a ham... 


on the wing! 
A HAM ON THE WING! 


Triangle and Robert |Right! What's going on? 
Cartoonist! Well, there's sort of 
iwc Starhams now. 


One's evil. 
You just tasted 
a massive imbalance 
of meat energy, 
right? 


Is the other 
one good? 


I think so. It seemed to 
protect Robert fron the 


evil one, anyway 
What's the sodium 
content? 
1... don't... 
Then I'll have to 
wing it. Tell the 


other Sentries to 
stay on the ground. 


Triangle and Robert 


Starhams, hear me! 


One ham is with the 
rhombus and one ham is 
with the triangle. The 
rhombus feels nothing, 
the triangle feels fear. 


It's an easy shot with 
the right railgun 
rotisserie, alliteration 


not intended. 


Triangle ana Robert Do you want the short Oh. What's a moon? 


answer, the long answer, Mostly rocks. There's 


Triangle? Are you awake? б 
or the honey-glazed answer? some cheese, but it's 


А Letsstatwihan М not very good. 
Did | spend another easier question. Where N 
plot paint unconscious? amm 


What happened? On the 
VR LS 


I was brought here by 

the non-evil Starham. You 

crash-landed here after the 
ship depressurized. 


Triangle and Robert 


I've thought of a solution 
то Orpuddex's problem. 


ljust recovered N N 
consciousness to find Depressurized? 
that we're on the moon. 1 remember seeing ham. 
Don't change the 1 


subject. 
^ 


The evil Starham must have 
smashed its way into the ship. 
Was it in the ship when 
it crashed? 


I said "you crash-landed 

here", not "the ship crash- 

londed here”. I think the 
ham is piloting 


\ 
РАХ 


Triangle and Robert | How does ham notice? No” 


Or pilot? Robert, is sentient 
ham going to be the 1 wasn't asking you. 
Eighth Race? The good and / 
evil hams should 


The evil Starham threw me out of 
the ship and is piloting it? 
You were sucked 
out when the ship, 
depressurized. 


I don't think the Meat Sentry" 
plan takes effect. 


cancel out ence 


the ham ^: 
even Answer one question, 
noticed raise three. 


you. 


Triangle and Robert 


The Meat Sentry launched 
a third ham, with a 
lead-based honey glaze to 
protect it from the cosmic 
rays. When it gets close 
encugh to the evil 
Starham, a chain reaction 
should destroy your ship. 


We could have just launched 
a ham itself instead of taking 
itup in a ship? 
1 
There are lead-based 
honey glazes? 


1 
Ham сап start a chain reaction? 


We're not going to have a 
ship to get back in? 


Yes... not normally, but 
Linda adapted one... at 
zero atmospheric pressure, 
yes... and Linda's not 
very good at rescue 
Planning, she was mostly 
concerned with keeping 
the evil Starham from 


reaching Earth. 


Hooray! We're stranded! 


Triangle and Robert | The good Srarhan's generating 
i an atmosphere. 

If | were to ask a question 

concerning our continued 

lunar survival, would the 

rules of comic narrative. 

соте crashing in on из? 


Odd, it doesn't smell 
like ham. 


You don't have a nose. 


i Its the evil Starham, and I How con a ham be stunned? 
Triangle and Robert think it's stunned! Bring the good 
Did you just hear a thump? 


‘one over here quickly! I don't know, meat's 
| Sort of. not my specialty. 
тоо took. М. 1 think that we can 
combine the two 2 
hams to form a М 


portal, though. 


Wow. I'm surprised you 


Triangle and Robert What are we going to 
remembered that. 


do about the Dairy Sentry? 
Т thought you said crossing 


the hams was bad. The what now? N 


No. I never said 
y anything even 
resembling that. 


So? 


I'm saving the bones 
for soup. 


^ 
The point wos to get a 


Starham to transform the. 
Dairy Sentry. 


Triangle апа Robert Raise the universal It just sort of came to me. 


graviational constant of a You can test Triangle's 
Who dares | pocket universe and the pudding | collapse hypothesis faster than 
zone or хо come here? will collapse more real-time. 
PUDDING zone or NO} шск > 
N PUDDING 3 Y И 
What? > 
9 ~= Very well. 
o o What? | OQ I shall у 
perform 
the 
‘experiment. 


Triangle and Robert | But you hate the plot. Chosen One, you 
Robert, how... wha... what... All the more reason to have my deepest thanks and 
T figured the plot needed get it over with. apologies. My stirring was 
indeed meant to create 


my hel 
үнер N N life and chaos, not to destroy. 
Leave me now. I must 
release the tortured spirits 
from this misguided factory. 
Hubba-wha? N 
Yay! We won! 
1 


The Beforings Yes. Phase Four 
has come to pass. 
The Chosen One 
has corrected the error VA 
of the Watcher. 
А Puddagogy. 
Beyond: VA So the plan proceeds. gogy 


N N 


i I believed Orpuddex's That's just it. What it took me 
Triangle and Robert interpretation of his past years to start, you finished 
Robert... 'm jealous. 


as much as anyone else did r | the space of a few strips 


You were the one wasn't really expecting the with a single brainstorm. 
who realized experiment to vindicate We don't have 
what no one else your theory. N brains. N 
did about \ Do you have to say that 
Orpuddex. ^ every time a 
metaphor 
involves 
a human 


body рап? 


i I'm trying to stretch these two 
Triangle and Robert bones into as much soup as 


Yip yip? possible without destroying 
Yip yip? their magic. If | just gave you the 
bones there wouldn't be any left 
Calm down! for the next crisis. 
Yip yip! 


nu 


Robert, can you take the Dairy 
Sentry out for a walk or 
something? 


Come here, boy! 


\ 


Triangle and Robert Down, boy! Is that the Dairy Sentry? 
Wait, do I Know you? Yes. | 


Arf! Arf! Arf! N I was hoping to meet 
What is it? "n with the Sentries. 
^ Down! Downt Are they all... N 


No, just the one. 
Grrrr... 
г) гу 


Triangle and Robert 


Hold! 
Would you believe 
І соте in peace? 
^ 


1A 


I would, bat | doubt that the The others are here? 
other Sentries would be interested | Would you pass along a 


in discussing anything with you. message for me? 

Z Idoubtit would do 
very much good, 
bat | am willing. 

^ 


A PS 


Triangle and Robert | You get back here and It was your idea to 
Canl... listen, 1 would like pick up these crumbs! bread the thing live! 


to... is this a bad time? 
Yes! They're not Please be quiet, 
N my crumbs! I'm still vibrating. 
/ 1 


ур V 


Triangle and Robert You said it was stunned, | bat eset were you trying 


If you'd breaded it It wasn't stunned. fo do о my kitchen? 
properly the crumbs nu Ms. Concarne here 
would be in the You gave it time to wanted to bread an eel 


, . 
crumb tray! recover: Not electric, hope. А 


^ | No, it was 
| | | acoustic. 


Triangle ana Robert The eel attacked me re under the sink? 
before it went under | It's not my fault! | 
Fi the sink. I apparently My sink? 
What? make an excellent No-kill sashimi 
| tuning a was not my idea. 


Get out. all of you. 


mV Ы 


Triangle and Robert 


You, as well. Qat. 


As soon as | 
can T 


V 


‘Then tell me. Why ap eel? 
‘Woy breading? Why in ту 
Kitchen, of all places? 


This restaurant's 


closer to the 
aquarium than 
our own cooking 
A ^ 


z 


But... alive eel? 

Ms. Concarne had a 

theory about using 
live seafood as a 

spell component to 

save costs. Why an eel 

in particular, | don't 

know. N, 


W 


Triangle and Robert 


1 can move now. I'm sorry 
about all this. 


Yes, ~ probably are. 


js 


Can І help you get 
rid of the eel and 
clean up? 


No. told you = EN 
get Ei 


And wipe your lover vertex so 
you доо? leave a trail of breadcrumbs 
through the dining areat 


Triangle and Robert 
I stil don't understand why Oh. well. Right now I ave an 
they bad to use my kitchen for ee] to contend with. 


their experiment. Perhaps this sort Where's the big fork? 
of thing is why the Sentries of / 


separate food groups traditionally 
lived in different lands. 
^ 


Trj IFS 


u: 
This scene sort of just 
trails cff from here. 
Let's jump ahead to 
one with Cube in it. 


Hold on, I'm not ready yet. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


It works! It actually works! 
And... it's not being drawn. 
QD'll draw it later, 
when I have a better 
idea what it looks 
Like. 


I should get Triangle and 
Robert over here and do a 
demonstration, | suppose. 


Yeah, they should 
hear what it has 
to say. 


H I discovered something on my | It might be able to help with 
Triangle and Robert | ast expedition. 1 think it might |some of the loose ende, actualy. 


Hey there, neighbor! Out be important to the strip. How about you and Triangle 
walking the Sentry? We have enough come over later tonight or 
Hi, Cube. Yeah, plot "> maybe sometime tomorrow, 


one last walk 


before we change after you've taken care of the 


him ~ Dairy Sentry? / 
ex F 


That sounds reasonable. 

So far I'm up to an 
estimated five thousand 

half-cups. 

Iknew saying it 
sounded reasonable 
would get you to 
mention the 
unreasonable 
part. 


Triangle and Robert | Last time, | wasted the Starham's 
Hold still, 'm making some power on a single pot. This time 

very precise broth measurements. | l'm not boiling a thing until 'm 
| T thought the soup confident I can get the maximum 


would be done by possible number 
now. of servings. 
Hardly. | 


Triangle and Robert! нон many people do we know? | You know I don't believe 


Cube wants us to come over and | What? in that stuff. Leave me 


look at some sort of plot-related | |There"s no reason for any one| 10 MY SOUP. 
artifact. N person to have more than 99 
When I'm done with healing items. 
the soup. N 


ГАХ 


Triangle апа Robert Enough for what? How cauld we go through 


five thousand servings of 


This has been going on too magic radioactive soup? 


long. Just make the soup already. | Enough that | won't 


Not untili canbe М feel guilty if we It doesn't matter. 


sure there'll be enough. run out anyway. We might. 
I'm supposed to be the 
one obsessing over 
trivial improbabilities 
It's not trivial. We have to 
be prepared for 
something... 2... 
п 


Triangle and Robert | Listen to yourself. You once said | Robert, watch the hams. 


1 need to go for a walk. 
Triangle, there aren't any You weren't a warrior. : n 
've never hamsat 
battles left to fight. tm not a wae before 


We don't need fo stockpile | ‘ust want to. 
healing potions. N im. BN 
It's never wrong to You'll do fine. 
^ stockpile 
healing 
potions. 


Triangleand Robert| тап wanders the You know that even 


. T streets of the city, if you find the place 
1 don't know if this will work. hoping to again stumble |it won't pe staffed well 
Could you explain upor the strange E 
| for the resders...| supernatural road on [^ 779? Fe help you, right 
You do it. which he first encountered Ido. 
the will of the 
Beforings. 
Close enough. АШ 


N I 


Triangle ana Robert 00 SUPERVISOR? 


...and then | get confused and TRIANGLE? | Youre tier one supernatural 
double back here, and... 


support, right? 
ICAN'T JUST 
ESCALATE 
YOU ON 
YOUR 
SAY-SO. 


1 have some questions. 
I SHALL SAY 
WHAT I CAN. 


Yeah, actually, can 1 
7 talk to your 


supervisor? 


What do I have to do 
for you to escalate ma 
to your supervisor? 
YOU MUST PASS 
THROUGH THE 


CHECKLIST. 
Okay, let's start. 
| HAVE YOU 
RECENTLY 
INSTALLED 


A 


A NEW BELIEF 
SYSTEM? 


System? No. 
HAVE YOU BEEN 
INGESTING ANY 
PSYCHOACTIVE 

SUBSTANCE 


ó — Just soy and fluoride. 


amount 


OKAY, PAGE SEVEN. 
HAS A FRIEND, 
NEIGHBOR, FAMILY 
MEMBER, OR 
CO-WORKER RECENTLY 
UNEARTHED A 
POWERFUL ARTIFACT 
WITH A POSSIBLE LINK 
ТО YOUR DESTIN 


Uh... yes. 
THAT COULD BE A 
PROBLEM. 


Triangle and Robert | And yet you don’t believe 


Triangle! You're back already? 


Apparently my personal 
crisis won't be resolved 
until we talk to Cube 
and trigger a plot 

event, 


N = 


Should we just leave the 
Dairy Sentry in the house? 


in the ninety-nine potion rule. 


1. know that quips like. 

that are something you 

very much enjoy, but... 
not now. I'd rather 

not hear them at 

the moment. 

Let's sea N, 


| sincerely and without 
sarcasm wish that 

1 could care. I'm not trying 

to be rude. At least, I don't 
think I am. 


Triangle and Robert 


Hi there! You'll really 
like this thing | dug 
up. Works great. 
What's wrong with 
Triangle? 


I think he's having an 
identity crisis. He wants 
to fight without being a 
fighter. Or maybe he's 
hung over. N 


Hung over what? 
2 


Don't banter. It bothers him. 


Right then. Now, about 
this demonstration. 1 
was called in to а 
|construction excavation 
when they found a 
Fourth Race "temple." 
We all know they're 
not reaily temples, 
but... I'm forcing 
тузе out of the panel 
with my text again. 
| Poot. 


Triangle and Robert | Right. and thats where Behold! 


Where was 1? 1 found... this. Normally I'd just 
Tn a large buried structure | Gentlemen. play along with that 
of the Fourth Race. reference, but 

What? let's respect 
N \ Triangle's x 


feelings. 


Triangle and Robert 
RECAPULON READY - 
State events to recap. 
It works. Ask it 
something. 
1 


Okay... иһ... Recapulon, 
what happened on last 
week's All Our Vertices? 


N 


| 
© 


Trapezium discovered that 
Polly was lying about 

Charles's pregnancy. Todd 

used the talisman to raise 

Concave Heptagon's evil twin 

as a zombie. An explosion shut 
down the airport, but Lois 

kept the pretzel factory running. 

— CONTINUE —- 


a 


Triangle and Rober 


Error, bounds exception in 
text buffer. Error, bounds 
exception in text buffer. Error, 


! Cancel all. 


© 


|| 


N 


{| RECAPULON READY - 
State events to recap. 


It does that when it's 
done recapping. 1 
think I messed 
something up when t 
converted it to 
our modern dialect. 


© 


N 


|| 


Even so, that must have 
been quite a feat of 
linguistic geometry. 


What are you implying? 


1 wasn't implying 
anything, | was 
‘complimenting 
you. Is there 


something 
to imply? 


Triangle and Robert | That's why 1 


Maybe that came out rude. 
I'm not thinking straight. 
This machine... can it 

recap non-fiction as well? 


red you'd 


want to try it out, as a 
matter of fact. Maybe all 

this stuff with the Cartoonist 
and the pudding and the 
who-knows-what'll make 


mechanical hindsight. 


M 


Indeed. Recapulon: Recap 
my status as the Chosen One. 


Error, no work found: "My 


N 


Status As the Chosen One". 
Alternate title, or cancel. 


e 


|| 


It needs a title. 


Recapulon! 
Recap. 


Triangle and 
Robert! 


Triangle and Robert | We don't have to pay attention | No. Let Recepulon speak’ 
It can't recap the whole strip! отаи © p et раг Аге you insane... er? 


| Why not? Cube, cancel No, I'm lazy and a / 
long recap means leas 


the reca 

Ifd take hours! Weeks, N, P work writing. Also, 
by comic time! | there are a few events 
| that need clarifying or 

possibly subtle 
revisions. 
Revisions. 
aoi is doomed. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Triangle and Robert began in a 
nondescript whiteness, which 
would turn out to be an 
apartment or something like that. 
They were confused and unaware 
of even the most basic aspects of 
polygon life, as was the 
Cartoonist who created them. 
They asked for and received 
mouths, for which they had no 
need, and food. Robert revealed 
that he was allergic to chocolate. 


Being in а comic strip, they 
resolved to seek adventure, and 
set out to find a library in which 
they could research comic-strip 

adventure techniques. Upon 

leaving their home, they met 
their neighbor Cube, who came 
across as somewhat befuddled. 
He gave them bad directions to 
the library. Following them, the 
two got lost and split up. 


While Triangle followed a 
mysterious woman speaking 
vaguely of his destiny, Robert 
found the library and the tome 
"Madcap Hijinks for Idiots’. A 
pentagon accused him (not 
without cause) of reading too 
loudly and he was banned from 
the library. Unable to understand 
the directions given him by a 
passing tetrahedron, he 
wandered. 


Recapulon speaks: 


While Robert stood at a 
crossroads in thought, Triangle 
attempted to converse with the 
mysterious messenger of destiny. 
She wasn't authorized to tell him 

anything, but did lead him to a 
mystic site where the birth of the 
universe would be revealed to 
him, except that it wasn't. 


The Cartoonist was unable to 
draw it and asked her to 
summarize. Taking mild offense, 
she left, stranding Triangle 
somewhere vague. (It is likely 
that he was in some part ofthe 
Zone of No Pudding.) The 
messenger was later let go from 


her temp job. 


AOF 


Back on Earth (for human 


readers, it may be best to think of 
it as "Earth-Puddic" to distinguish 
it from the various other earths a 
human comic reader encounters), 
Robert made a decision at the 
crossroads. Rather than follow 


the "Pudding Factory" or 
"Haunted House” sgn, he 
mangled them to create a 

"Haunted Pudding Factory” sgn, 
which he then followed. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Robert encountered the 
puddingy-ghosty being Orpuddex, 
who identified himself as the 
Guardian of the Pudding Factory 
of the Dead and tried to be scary. 
To avert his wrath, Robert asked 
about the monster's identity, and 
Orpuddex told his backstory (as 
he understood it at the time). 


Orpuddex told of the Beforings, 
universe-creating beings. He 
explained that the universe in 
which Robert now stood was a 
particularly minor universe of 
théir creation, a universe created 
of pudding. Orpuddex was 
created to watch over the 
universe in its infancy. 


Orpuddex became hesitant at this 
point, uncertain whether to speak 
of his shame, Meanwhile, the 
Cartoonist sent Triangle to а 
painfully idiotic Cz parody for no 
apparent reason. Triangle refused 
to participate and the Cartoonist 
ended the parody, though not 
before getting in a couple more 
punchlines. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Orpuddex told Robert of his 
shame: the pudding grew lumpy. 
These lumps became the stars and 
planets. Orpuddex believed that if 
he had stirred the universe better 
life would never have formed. 
He also made reference to a 
Chosen One who would come to 
face him without fear. 


AOF 


Robert identified Triangle from 
Orpuddex's discussion of the 
Chosen One, and Orpuddex 

attempted to eat Robert's 
memories so that word would 
not reach Triangle. Robert ran 
away and entered a door to the 

Zone of No Pudding, where he 
was reunited with Triangle. 


Agreeing not to ask the 
Cartoonist for help in escaping, 
they exchanged notes to pass 
time. Triangle did not mention 
the demeaning Cz parody at first, 
but when they got hungry 
enough he produced the 
obligatory magical shoes, which 
took them first to Kansas (or a 
parody thereof) and then home. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Upon returning home from their 
first adventure, Triangle and 
Robert were greeted by Cube, 
who had baked snacks. The 
snacks were unpleasant in odor 
but otherwise satisfying. The two 
protagonists then decided to seek 
a source of income so that they 
could purchase wallpaper, as their 
home lacked a background. 


Robert formulated a plan to 
rustle sheep while Triangle had a 
brief, angsty, and utterly fruitless 

conversation with the Cartoonist. 
They then traveled to Scotland to 
execute Robert's plan. In 
Scotland, the two encountered 
Orpuddex, who demanded that 
Triangle do battle with him. 

Triangle refused and the pair fled 
while Orpuddex was giving 

redundant exposition. 


The Cartoonist found no sheep 

dip-art, and so the outward form 
of polygonal sheep came to be a 
black rectangle marked "INSERT 

SHEEP". No one was satisfied 

with this, least of all the sheep. 
Robert's rustling plan involved 

hotwiring. Neither the sheep nor 

Triangle found this satisfactory, 
and Triangle encouraged the 

sheep to flee. 


Recapulon speaks: 


After the flock of sheep which 
they had been attempting to 
rustle fled, Triangle and Robert 
left Scotland. One sheep, to 
which Robert had applied a great 
deal of electricity, underwent a 
transformation. This sheep, who 
would come to call itself the 
Cornersheep, decided it was a 
supervillain, in large part due to 
anger at being drawn badly. 


The Cornersheep devised a plan 
for world domination hinging on 
the economic control of artificial 
flavors and established a hideout 
in a suitable location (which 
would prove to be all too near 
the home of the protagonists). 
Meanwhile, Triangle and Robert 
went to an employment agency. 
i 


JOll 


At ABLCDR Employment, they 
were counseled by a pentagon 
suspidously congruent to the one 
from the library. The job lead he 
provided did not pan out, but 
nearby the two came across the 
Locust Garden, an allegedly 
Chinese restaurant with many job 
openings, some ominous. They 
were hired almost instantly as 
waitstaff and made the best they 
could of horrible food. 
Orpuddex suddenly arrived, 


Recapulon speaks: To protect their jobs and advance 


The Cornersheep attacked the | the plot, Triangle and Robert 
Tangle refused to dor Battle: restaurant with a small squad of | ^ acquired heavy weaponry on 
against Orpuddex, and Orpuddex combat-trained sheep. and credit and tracked the 
antidimactically settled for unsuccessfully attempted to steal Cornersheep to his lair, an 
ordering lo mein. The Cartoonist | the restaurant's supply of MSG. A | abandoned sweater factory. In 
Inserted a-couple Jokes battle ensued in which the order to gain the element of 
referencing the British television Cornersheep turned many surprise, they dispatched the 
series "The Prisoner" for some restaurant patrons into perimeter guards then left to get 
feason. l'angle. and Robert punctuation marks with araygun | Thai food. The Cornersheep 
Hoticed: that the restaurant used and escaped. The Cartoonist | waited in vain for them to arrive 


startling quantities of MSG and utterly failed to draw this battle. | to use his mysterious weapon, the 
other questionable ingredients. Cwinoculatron. 


Recapulon speaks: 


As ће Cornersheep waited, his 
blood pressure rose. T&R took 
their time eating lunch and 
eventually returned to the 
warehouse to find the 
Cornersheep lying on his back 
motionless. They presumed him 
dead of a heart attack and left, 
not bothering to check his pulse 
or anything since that would be 
bad for the plot. 


The restaurant crisis solved, 
Triangle and Robert decided to 
go into business for themselves, 
and a few months later Triangle 

and Robert Wacky Scheme 

Consultants was in business. Cube 

hired them to dispose of a 
mysterious cursed relic by 
throwing it into a volcano, giving 
no information but offering an 
unspedified large amount of 
money. Triangle and Robert took 
the relicto nearby Mount Scary. 


The two came across Orpuddex, 
who recognized the relic and 
greatly desired it. For no really 
good reason they allowed 
Orpuddex to accompany them 
on their dimb. The Cartoonist 
briefly referenced Gollum. 
Approximately halfway up the 
mountain, Orpuddex stole the 
relic. No one was surprised. 
Orpuddex brought the relic to а 
crude altar, made all the cruder 
by the Cartoonist's ineptitude. 


Recapulon speaks:| Triangle and Robert arrived at 


the altar and recovered the relic 
while Orpuddex and the 

Cartoonist engaged in a pointless 

duel of wills, then came the first 


Rather than draw the crater so 
everyone could get on with the 
plot, the Cartoonist instead drew 
Prozac the Bear, a singing 
Race" to help Triangle and Robert childlike giant pharmaceutical. 
find their way to where Character Profile strips. T&R were | Triangle's degree of upset reached 
Orpuddex was attempting to 


upset at having had to descend violent levels and he broke 
summon an Interdimensonal the mountain to fill out the Prozac. Triangle and Robert 
demon named Garktor. profiles. Triangle became further 


talked the Cartoonist out of 
Orpuddex was missing a key, if | upset when Robert mentioned | creating a "character" consisting of 
silly, component for the noticing a chairlift. They were | an inanimate bar of soap, and he 
summoning and left to seek it, | then upset when they reached the 


drew the crater, into which they 
top and saw no crater. threw the relic. 


The Cartoonist drew a sign 
marked "Altar of the Fourth 


Recapulon speaks: 
The crater turned out not to 
have any lava, but by this point 
Triangle was past caring. Robert 
conceded that Orpuddex was 
unlikely to pose any threat with 
the relic and they returned from 
Mount Scary, reporting the 
adventure to Cube as a success. 
Upon hearing the name 
Orpuddex, Cube screamed that 
the Time of the Oval was at hand 
and ran off. 


Triangle and Robert dedded not 
to worry about Cube's unusual 
behavior for the time being. 
Soon they were on an adventure 
convincing the Senate to sign a 
client's fish. Triangle was 
convinced that Robert's scheme 
was absurd rather than wacky, 
and the strip went on a tangent 
concerning where to draw the 
line between the two. 


Robert eventually conceded that 
the scheme was in fact absurd. 
This did not dissuade him. 
Proceeding according to Robert's 
plan, Triangle and Robert 
attempted to jetpack to the 
Capitol. Neither knew how to 
steer. Triangle incorrectly 
concluded that it would be safe 
to turn off his jetpack and fall to 
the not-drawn and thus 
presumably soft ground. 


Recapulon speaks: | While Robert mourned, Triangle 
found himself in the same strange 
spiritual realm where his destiny 
was previously not revealed to 

him. A different messenger spoke 
with him this time, the first one 

having been let go. This 


Robert made a safe landing by 
continuing upward until he hit 
the ground from the other side, 
in a gross violation of numerous 
scientific and mathematical laws. 
Triangle had a large crack in him, 
and Robert, still intent on 
wackiness, brought him to an 
appliance repairman rather than a 
doctor. This marked the first 
occurence of Triangle's death. 


The Cartoonist claimed that he 
actually did mean for Triangle's 
destiny to be revealed but that he 
lacked the skill to write it. 
Triangle then came back to life, 


summarizing his miraculous 
resurrection to Robert as "the 
messenger, however, was not 


EE cartoonist [...] couldnt draw the 
nS bs Miata EE afterlife.” Robert healed Triangle's 
ап the first. Nothing of import | remaining injuries with a tire 

was revealed, 


repair kit and the two returned to 
je the fish-signing scheme. 


Recapulon speaks: 


The scheme was successful 
somehow. The client appeared in 
a television commercial 
advertising Triangle and Robert 
Wacky Scheme Consultants. 
Despite this commercial offering 
free monkeys, business remained 
slow. Then, as Triangle and 
Robert watched in boredom, the 
Oval fall from the sky. They took 
turns sitting on it to no effect. 


The comic then joined Cubein a 
Fourth Race ruin, inaccurately but 
consistently denoted as а 
"temple". Cube attempted to 
convince the Cartoonist that it 
was actually a frozen-foods 
warehouse and he was getting ice 
cream. The Cartoonist saw 
through this ruse. While Triangle 
and Robert briefly addressed the 
issue of a guest artist, Cube 
encountered Orpuddex. 


Orpuddex threatened Cube with 
death if he did not leave the 
temple. Cube refused and was 
cornered in a men’s room. The 
Cartoonist offered him a 
confusing deus ex machina by 
way of escape, which he 
accepted. At this point the 
Cartoonist’s computer broke and 
the first set of emergency text- 
mode strips was created. This was 
not the deus ex machina. 


Recapulon speaks: 


The first batch of emergency text- 
mode strips was mostly 
uneventful. Robert told a joke 
about the mind's necessarily 
imperfect understanding of Time 
that went nowhere. The proper 
comic resumed to find Cube 
successfully evading Orpuddex 
thanks to the Cartoonist's 
confusing deus ex machina. 


Cube repayed the Cartoonist's 
assistance with exposition. Cube 
revealed that he worked for 
RDCLEA, the government agency 
responsible for covering things 
up, particularly immensely 
powerful things left behind by 
ancient dvilizations. One such 
dvilization, the self-named 
"Fourth Race", had been recently 
found to be far more advanced 
than previously believed. 


The temple Cube was currently 
exploring was the largest known 
Fourth Race structure surviving. 
Cube was sent to destroy 
anything indicative of advanced 
technology. However, he did not 
intend to follow this order. He 
had come to the realization that 
the relics of the Fourth Race were 
too important to destroy, and 
had begun to study them rather 
than destroy them. 


Recapulon speaks: 


The Cartoonist and Cube reached 


the realization that with the 
Cartoonist drawing the temple, 
nothing of interest could be 
found. The strip cut to a side 
story in which Prozac the Bear 
went on "a fun-filled magical 


The embarassed Cartoonist kicked 


Prozac out and unsuccessfully 


attempted to kick out the fear of 


potatoes, The strip returned to 
the temple, where Cube was 


examining a tablet he had found. 


He became extremely suspidious 
of the Cartoorist and repeatedly 
asked him "What are уои". The 


romp through the author's grossly | «rip cut back to Triangle, Robert, 


twisted psyche". He met the 
artist's irrational fear of potatoes. 


| and the Oval. 


IS. 


The Oval moved and seemed to 
attempt to speak. The strip cut to 
the Cornersheep in Scotland. The 
Cornersheep refused to do 
anything until one of the existing 
plot threads was resolved. The 
strip cut back to Cube and the 
reason for his reaction was 
revealed: the Fourth Race was 
man. The Cartoonist insisted that 
he had no relationship to them. 
Meanwhile, the Oval was about 
to open but then didn't. 


Recapulon speaks: 


The Oval spoke to Triangle and 
Robert briefly and in unclear 
terms. The Cartoonist felt he was 
unable to effectively continue the 
plotline which he had planned 
around the Oval and decided to 
attempt an alternate plan. He 
began by borrowing a 
teleportation device from the 
Cornersheep. 


The Cartoonist informed Cube 
that Triangle and Robert did not 
actually destroy the relic Cube 
had entrusted to them. Cube 
came to the conclusion that 
Triangle and Robert could not be 
trusted with the Oval. The 
Cartoonist gave Cube the 
teleporter. The Cartoonist then 
told Orpuddex that Cube was 
approaching the Oval, and 
Orpuddex decided to pursue him. 


The Cartoonist called the 
RDCLBA and spoke with the 
Pentagon, informing him of 
Cube's whereabouts. The net 

result was that Orpuddex, Cube, 

and an RDCLBA team led by the 
Pentagon all converged on 
Triangle, Robert, and the Oval. 
Cube took the Oval from 
Triangle and activated the 
teleporter. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Cube, the Pentagon, the other 
RDCLBA agents, Orpuddex, and 
the Oval were teleported. The 
Cartoonist returned the teleporter 
to the Cornersheep. The 
teleporter had been set for 
Austria, but the Cornersheep 
explained that it couldn't go to 
Austria due to the language 
barrier. 


Cube et al emerged from 
teleportation at the least Austrian 
point on the planet, the molten 
pudding core. (The planet was 
inddentally revealed to be in the 
shape of a 4D hypertaco and to 
have multiple cores.) This was 
fatal to Cube and the RDCLBA 

team. Shortly thereafter, Triangle 

and Robert were hired for a new 

case by some rich people with no 

sense of taste. 


Prozac the Bear had run into the 
plant two days prior. Since then, 
no one had gone in or come out. 
The city's supply of the potato- 
flavored soft drink was cut off. 
Triangle and Robert were hired 
to restore it. They made several 
unsuccessful attempts before 
passing the inexplicably powerful 
security systems and penetrating 
the interior of the bottling plant. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Within the Tater Fizz Plant, 
Triangle and Robert encountered 
Prozac the Bear, who had been 
posessed by the irrational fear of 
potatoes. While Robert 
performed an impromptu squid- 
based exordsm, Triangle found 
the plant employees, who were 
shaken but unharmed. 


Деј, 


The fear of potatoes jumped 
hosts, possessing Triangle. 
Disernbodied, Triangle was again 
spoken to about his destiny. 
Many vague things vere said 
about Orpuddex, Triangle's 
identity, and the nature of time. 
None of these things made sense 
to Triangle, and when he said so 
the messenger of destiny took 
offense and refused to explain 
any further. 


Robert pursued the possessed 
Triangle, catching up to him on 
Mount Scary. He successfully 
performed a second exorcism and 
the dity's supply of Tater Fizz was 
saved. Character profile strips for 
Prozac and the fear of potatoes 
were presented, Triangle and 
Robert realized that they never 
had gotten around to 
wallpapering their home. Robert 
suggested trying the furnishings 
store with the silliest name first. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Triangle and Robert took a bus 
driven by an unhygenic monkey 
to Dolphin and Asparagus 
Interior Decorations Adventure 
Triple Plus Alpha. They dedded 
against shopping there because of 
the eerie floating shopkeepers 
and walked to the Sane Home 
Store, which was somewhat less 
eerie if a bit defensive. 


The only wallpaper available to 
purchase was invisible. Dueto the 
Cartoonist’s tampering, very few 
items of interior or exterior 
decoration remained visible in 
the world, and those were 
simplified to the point of 
abstraction. Realizing that they 
had no way to meaningfully 
furnish their home, Triangle and 
Robert gave up on their shopping 
expedition. 


Triangle came to the conclusion 
that he could make a better strip 
than the Cartoonist and set out to 
demonstrate such. His first 
attempt, "Dot and Other Dot", 
was short-lived: the title 
characters demanded guns and 
hookers and stormed out when 
such were not provided. Triangle 
accused the Cartoonist of 
sabotage, which the Cartoonist 
did not quite deny. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Triangle drew another comic 
strip, "Dot & Other Dot v2.0". 
The characters spoke of welghty 
matters in wordy abstractions. 
Triangle attempted to write 
himself into the strip, but the 
characters refused to believe that 
he was their creator. Again, 
Triangle accused the Cartoonist 
of sabotage. 


The Cartoonist explained that 
Triangle, unsatisfied with his own 
existence, was allowing Dot & 
Other Dot v2.0 to choose a 
different path, one in which they 
could escape their Cartoonist. He 
went on to explain that in his 
own existence he had no way оѓ 
verifying the existence of a 
Cartoonistike being or the 
purpose of his universe, 


By manifesting these explicitly, he 
gave Triangle an opportunity to 
choose a different path than that 
he himself led. He was somewhat 
smug about the deftness of the 
narrative parallel. Triangle 
continued writing Dot & Other 
Dot v2.0, and Dot & Other Dot 
v2.0 decided to write a comic 
strip as a way of exploring their 
Own notions of existence. 
Triangle found this worrying. 


Triangle found this worrying and 
asked the Cartoonist if he and 
Cartoonist Guy were one and the 
same. The Cartoonist answered 
that he was Cartoonist Guy no 
more than he was Triangle. 
Triangle found this frustrating yet 
inevitably true. He stopped 
drawing to find that they now 
had a dog, at least according to 
Robert. 


AGH 


Recapulon speaks: 


In Triangle's comic, Dot and 
Other Dot v2.0 unveiled their 
comic, entitled Cartoonist Guy. 

The main character of this 
immediately went on to make a 
comic, entitled "The Beforings*. 
This was puddogenesis. Through 

the actions of Triangle, their 
Chosen One, the Beforings came 

to be manifested within the 

Universe of Pudding. 


A barking inverted capital G had 
followed Robert home from the 
library, which was on fire for 
seemingly non-plot-related 
reasons, They dedded not to 
worry about the library and to 
keep the inverted capital G. Year 
One closed with the Beforings’ 

acknowledgement of 
| puddogeness. 


yay. 


Triangle ana Robert |: think everyone needs а [ll make someNo you won't. 

N break from it before Year |Those are strictly an outdoor food. 

Suspend all. Two. You have a snack or Was the stench really 
something boring, the next that mu.. oh, I 

few strips will be about ee Oe 


the Sentries. remember now. 


Triangle and Robert | №. It was you barging into my Never before have tbe Sentries 
Sentries, we need a headquarters, “tcben for a dangerous experiment joined forces for more than the 
that led to this conclusion. If we аге | space of a brief battle. The world 
How about your to experiment we must do so is smaller now, and if we do not 
restaurant? in a secure location. organize ourselves we will always 
The Sentries of the be in each others! way. In any event, 


4 past never needed wy Kitchen is not for Sentry business. 
[rs] 7 a head- | Please. 


quarters! Y P ` [rs] 


Triangle and Robert | Linda.. Ms. Сопсатте, pondered | How do | prepare 
a n | the resalts of your experiment while | starfish? 
Such a decision should wait |j... matting n the results of your 
until all five of us are able | failure. The premise is sound, but 
to discuss it. an eel is inappropriate. Have you 
Agreed. But stay N ever bad starfish? What it lacks in 
ouf of my kitchen flavor it may make ap for in 


anyway. resilience. N 


TA mal 3 


Any way you desire as 
Jong as it's not in wy Kitchen. 
Ivepeat myself because | feel 

itis necessary to do so. 


Triangle and Robert 
Tbe matter of Qrpaddex also 
bears discussion. He claims that 
bis past deeds were based on 
a great misunderstanding and 
wishes їо atone, He has already 
dismantled bis Factory. 
^ |dont- 
\ believe 
him! 


Ihave doubts as well, but bis claims 

are consistent with what we know 

of the Beforings and of the Chosen 

One's calling. Perhaps some manner 
of trial or fest is in order. 


We can 
never trust Р 
^ him. rescue Mr. Disease 
ур and myself 
[rs] V. we're wrong? 


We barely trust each 
other, and that doesn't 


stop us. д valid point. 


If he's the Igneous BN 
Sentry, we might 
need him. Will you 


Probably.— 


Triangle ana Robert You were in 
The Dairy Sentry will be returned there with us! 
to us soon. [ would not presume to 

take any action before then. 
Consider the issues which | I'm a follower. 
bave ud to your attention. 
And stay out 


“of his 
kitchen. 


That is no excuse. Please do 
not suck ар to me. 1 can still 


bear the eel. 


УРУ 


Triangle and Robert Recapulow, cancel suspend, 


micolon, resume recap, 
We're fed. Show us more. open paren, year two, 


Tell. Recapulon doesn't close paren. 
appear to do pictures. 


t 


That's a new one. 


wait, it's 


а recoverable 
error. 


Reloading resumption 


table. 


ISUCCESS] 


А Error, resumption cache 
Either way. expired. Etror. error 
| exception in error handler. 


| 


Recapulon speaks: 
Year Two began with Triangle 
and Robert going out to eat, 
taking the inverted capital G with 
them. The only local restaurant 
allowing pets was the Locust 
Garden. Triangle and Robert 
entered to find that the restaurant 
had changed drastically since they 

had worked there. 


Ir 


Mr. Disease's deceased 
grandmother was among the last 
of the nomadic warrior-chefs. 
The Locust Garden's lack of 
hygiene and emphasis on 
unnatural flavorings angered her, 
and Mr. Disease remade the 
restaurant to appease her spirit. 
Triangle and Robert genuinely 
enjoyed their meal, as did their 
pet. Their fortune cookies all said 
"anvil*. 


Meanwhile, the Cartoonist 
instituted greyscale Sundays as a 
birthday gift for Triangle and 
Robert. Greyscale Sundays would 
become sporadic over time due 
to the Cartoonist’s ineptitude, but 
even in the beginning they were 
visibly pointless, In the restaurant, 
the inverted capital G deflected a 
falling anvil with anti-magnetic 
engergy beams, adding to its 
mystery. 


Recapulon speaks: 
A spelling bee was in town, and 
Robert insisted on attending it 
with Triangle in tow. A tightrope 
walker had difficulty spelling 
"gregarious" because their capital 
© had run away. Triangle and 
Robert drew the obvious 
conduson regarding their pet 
and considered returning it until 
discovering that the letters were 
mistreated and subjected to 
improper word usage. 


Triangle had the spelling bee 
proprieter arrested. The bee 
needed temporary management, 
but Triangle and Robert decided 
that taking good care of one 
letter was enough for them. The 
Cartoonists fear of success 
arrived, and the Cartoonist, 
determined to lose readers, 
undertook Alienate Readers 
Week. 


Alienate Readers Week passed 
with little incident and less 
canonicality and the spelling bee 
left town. Mr. Disease came to 
Triangle and offered to train him 
so that he could fight Orpuddex, 
as Orpuddex was growing more 
powerful within the pudding of 
the earth. Triangle did not wish 
to train, but did ask Mr. Disease 
for information. Mr. Disease 
began by saying that pudding was 
outside the Four. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Triangle asked about fats and 
sugars. Mr. Disease, denoundng 
the teachings of the Food 
Pyramid as heresy, stormed out. 
It was explained that the Food 
Pyramid had preached against the 
four-food-group paradigm and 
was then imprisoned for a 
twelve-country killing spree. 
Meanwhile, Orpuddex detected 
the unwelcome presence of 

tapicoa in the molten pudding. 


The Food Pyramid escaped from 
prison, setting off a manhunt for 
equilateral triangles. Triangle did 
some research and theorized that 
none of the murder victims ever 
existed. A policeman, once 
convinced that Triangle was not 
the Food Pyramid, listened to 
Triangle's theory and suggested 
that he investigate the 
International Culinary Institute. 
He would say no more. 


Robert got bored and dedded to 
run for governor with the 
inverted capital G for a campaign 
manager. His campaign, though 
questionable in substance, got a 
great deal of attention. Triangle 
traveled to Austria and the global 
headquarters of the ICI. He was 
confronted by Mr. Disease. Mr. 
Disease told Triangle that the ICI 
did more good than was 
apparent and that meddling with 

them would be disastrous. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Mr. Disease fought to keep 
Triangle from entering the 
International Culinary Institute 
headquarters, Triangle won and 
entered, ignoring a final warning 
from Mr. Disease that the Food 
Pyramid's intentions were 
dangerous, In the building, 
Triangle encountered the Food 
Pyramid himself. 


The Cornersheep and his ovine 
minions engaged in deep 
excavation, having learned of a 
Fourth Race relic in one of the 
earth's cores, They struck a 
tapioca vein, but continued 
digging, as the operation would 
be successful well before any 
flooding. The relic turned out to 
be the Oval, which flew away. It 
was remarkably resistant to anti- 
aircraft fire. 


The excavation began to collapse 
ahead of schedule and the 
Cornersheep and company 

evacuated. Robert had some 

difficulty at a press conference, 
and then suggested increasingly 
ludicrous ideas to his campaign 

manager (the inverted capital G), 
which ran away. Within the 

Oval, someone or something had 

confused thoughts about the 
passage of time and the 
dominance of polygons. 


Recapulon speaks: 
The Oval briefly hovered near 
Robert, then flew away. Triangle 
and the Food Pyramid, searching 
for evidence to dear the Food 
Pyramid's name, encountered the 
Oval in the ICI building. The 
Food Pyramid shooed the Oval 
away, not wanting it to fall in the 
hands of the ICI. Triangle 
mentioned the RDCLBA to the 
Food Pyramid. 


The Food Pyramid had not 
believed in the existence of the 
RDCLBA. Upon hearing it 
confirmed from Triangle, he ran 
off after the Oval, intending to 
capture it for the RDCLBA. 
Triangle had had enough of 
conspiracy plotlines and left for 
home. The RDCLBA, without the 
leadership of the Pentagon, 
became aware of the Oval's 
presence but made no effort of 
their own to capture it. 


From the afterlife, Cube narrated 
for the Cartoonist and the 
Readers about the Fourth Race. 
He knew that the Oval signified a 
massive change, but was unclear 
on what would change or why, 
as the writings of the Fourth Race 
were in a far different frame of 
reference than that of polygons. 
The inverted capital G ran to 
Mount Scary as, at Orpuddex's 
commard, the volcano erupted 
with pudding. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Triangle returned home to find 
that lava-flavored pudding was 
flooding the city. He and Robert 
took to high ground and 
encountered Orpuddex, who had 
grown to gigantic proportions. 
Triangle and Robert fled and 
encountered Mr. Disease, who 
offered to set aside their 
differences to fight against 
Orpuddex. 


Triangle, Robert, and Mr. Disease 
hid in the highly defensible Tater 
Fizz bottling plant. A party of 
sheep with jetpacks approached 
Orpuddex and were 
telekinetically forced to land. Mr. 
Disease held a seance to contact 
the spirit of Cube. Cube spoke of 
the Sentries of the four food 
groups. He advised Triangle and 
Robert to seek the Vegetable 
Sentry at a mountain in 
Denmark. 


Robert fashioned a sort of 
pudding-sleigh of an inflatable 
armchair pulled by tapeworms, 
and with it he and Triangle 
reached the airport and traveled 
to Denmark. They found the 
Vegetable Sentry in a cave. He 
was deep in meditation and did 
not respond to them. Robert 
formed an improbable but true 
theory based on incredibly scanty 
evidence from past strips. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Robert theorized that the 
Vegetable Sentry's 
unresponsiveness was due to 
shame from having felt defeat at 
the spatula of Mr. Disease's 
grandmother, and informed the 
Vegetable Sentry that she had 
since died. This worked and the 
Vegetable Sentry returned to full 
consciousness. 


The Vegetable Sentry had not 
realized for how long he had 
been in meditation, and was 

baffled by the changes the 

Cartoonist had wrought. Triangle 

and Robert returned home with 
the Vegetable Sentry by 
exploiting a scene transition. The 

Vegetable Sentry explained that as 

Orpuddex was not in his (difficult 

to draw) battle form, the other 
three Sentries would not be 
required. He entered battle. 


Orpuddex ingested the Vegetable 
Sentry, but had not reckoned 
with the warrior-chef recipes of 
Mr. Disease, who had covered 
the Vegetable Sentry in expired 
margarine for just such an 
eventuality. Orpuddex vomited 
forth all the earth-puddings he 
had absorbed and returned to 
normal size. Triangle began to 
train under the Sentry and Mr. 
Disease, as all knew Orpuddex 

would someday strike again. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Cube appeared to Robert in а 
dream and told him to seek an 
ancient peppermill in a distant 

cave. The Cornersheep and 

Orpuddex took breaks from their 
respective villainy to watch a 

newly uncovered episode of 
Leave It to Beaver, from a Tom 
Baker season with Adric. 


Robert began to quest for the 
peppermill and was sain by а 
fire-breathing monster. In the 

afterlife the Cartoonist 
apologized to him for not having 
realized the monster would be 
fatal. With two cast members 
dead, the Cartoonist asked 

Triangle to interrupt his training 
to resurrect them. Triangle set 

Out to gather the "Dragon 
Circles", a set of wish-granting 
objects. 


Despite it being an unfunny ripoff 
of a Japanese pop-culture 
phenomenon, Triangle took the 
quest and eventually gathered 
them all. He summoned a 
mystical fractal dragon and 
wished Cube and Robert back to 
life. Robert immediately used the 
remaining wishes to release all of 
Leave It to Beaver on DVD, 
induding the many previously 
lost episodes, 


Recapulon speaks: 


Mr. Disease hurriedly informed 
Triangle that the Starham had 
been stolen. The Starham was а 
fully-cooked glazed ham which 
had fallen from space 
approximately forty years prior 
and which had been passed 
between museums and 
laboratories for study since then. 
It held great power of some sort. 


Mr. Disease explained that the 
Starham was sought by the 
corrupt ICI Meat Enforcers. Still 
hoping to convince Triangle of 
the International Culinary 
Institute's virtue, he also stated 
that the ICI as a whole had no 
interest in the Starham and that 
the Meat Enforcers were only 
one small, uncharacteristically 
corrupt group whose mandate to 
uphold meat quality standards 
drove them mad with power. 


Linda Concarne, a high-ranking, 
Meat Enforcer, kidnapped 
Triangle and interrogated him in 
a meat locker, believing that his 
powers as the Chosen One would 
allow him to lead her to the 
Starham. When he did not help 
her, she left him to freeze. 
Meanwhile, Cube decided to seek 
the peppermill himself rather than 
risk Robert's life again. Cube 
could no longer remember much 
of what he had seen while dead. 


Recapulon speaks: 
The Cartoonist revealed that the 
Starham had been taken into the 
Oval and a sandwich made of it. 
The bone was discarded and 
landed near somewhere near 
Denver. linda Concarne received 
a report to this effect and 
prepared her jet, abandoning 
Triangle. Triangle used his 
training in the cuisine-magic to 
escape the meat locker and 
stowed away on the jet. 


While Triangle stayed hidden 
within the jet, linda Concarne 
took the Starbone. As the bone's 
energy flowed into her, she 
suddenly called out to Triangle, 
telling him to take the bone and 
escape in the jet. He did so and 
brought the bone home, where 
they stored it along with Cube's 
cursed relic (which Robert had 
retrieved from the crater), the 
Arc of the Cosecant, and other 


objects of power and/or interest. 


The inverted capital G returned 
from being chased by robots and 
began playing with the Starbone. 
He repeatedly changed form, one 
form being a convex heptagon 
who thanked Triangle and Robert 
for awakening him. He then 
changed back into the inverted 
capital G. Cube recorded an 
account of his backstory before 
setting out to acquire the andent 
peppermill. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Cube's account of his backstory 
consisted mostly of a summary of 
facts revealed in previous strips. A 
newly explained detail was that, 
while the Cartoonis’s coming 
immediately and instantly 
lowered the detail level of the 
world, it at first seemed to 
polygons as though things had 
always been that way, and the 
realization of the change was 
gradual. 


Cube also explained that while he 
was dead he saw the Sentries and 
that they were alive, but returned 
to life he could not remember 
their whereabouts or status 
beyond that. He ended his 
account by asking its finder to 
bring the message to Triangle and 
Robert if anything befell Cube. 
Triangle and Robert engaged in a 
pointless wacky scheme on behalf 
of a client who ended up injured. 


Triangle asked the Cartoonist 
why he continued to draw the 
strip despite being an admittedly 
lousy cartoonist. The Cartoonist 
panicked and pretended to go 
insane, creating Triangle the 
Prozac. Robert traveled into the 
Cartoonists psyche somehow. He 
acted increasingly out of 
character, but held on to his 
identity long enough to reach the 
center and confront the 
Cartoonist. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Robert engaged the Cartoonist in 
conversation and soon realized 
that the Cartoonist was faking 

insanity. Confronted with 
Robert's accusation, he returned 
the strip to its usual state. The 
Cornersheep, interested in the 
peppermill for no better reason 
that that everyone else seemed to 
be, sent a strike team. 


Cube fought off local wandering 
monsters to reach the peppermill, 
but was ambushed by the sheep 
forces as soon as he unsealed the 
cave in which the peppermill lay. 
The sheep wounded him gravely 
and returned to the Cornersheep 
with the peppermill. Wounded, 
Cube encountered a dragon-ike 
creature who asked him riddles. 
Meanwhile, Triangle entered a 
bake-off. 


Triangle's curly pentagonal crisps 
tied for first place with an entry 
of fortune cookies. The cookies 

were entered by Mr. Disease, and 

Triangle and Mr. Disease went to 
a sudden death round in which 
they battled using cuisine magic. 

Triangle created a flavor blast of 

pure chocolate, crushing Mr. 
Disease while falsifying the 
doctrine of four food groups. 
Mr. Disease lost consciousness 
regretting his past belief system. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Cube correctly answered eight 
riddles. The creature healed him 
and escorted him partway home. 
Cube rented a moped for the rest 
of the journey. The Food 
Pyramid chased down and 
captured the Oval and brought it 
to the RDCLBA. As ће RDCLBA’s 
last attempt to claim the Oval 
had led to the Pentagon's death, 
the RDCLBA no longer 
considered the Oval a priority. 


The RDCLBA would not accept 
the Food Pyramid’s claims of 
innocence, but were open to 

proof. The Food Pyramid, 
realizing from Triangle's 
performance in the bake-off that 

Triangle was the Chosen One of 
the Beforings, conduded that. 
Triangle was possibly the only 

one who could prove the Food 

Pyramid's innocence. 


The Food Pyramid hired Triangle 
and Robert, although he 
questioned Robert's value. A 
wacky scheme ensued in which 
Triangle and Robert entered the 
ICI headquarters with no 
significant opposition. A file 
containing a full account of the 
11% framing of the Food 
Pyramid was in plain sight, with a 
note from Linda Concarne urging 
the Chosen One to take it and 
escape quickly. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Unsure of linda Concarne's 
motives, Triangle and Robert 
hesitated over the file. Linda 
herself appeared and urged them 
to flee, as she could not delay the 
alarm indefinitely. Triangle asked 
why she was helping them, and 
she admitted that she did not 
know. For lack of other options, 
Triangle and Robert fled. 


Triangle and Robert gave the file 
to their dient, The Food 
Pyramid, who gave it to the 
RDCLBA, thus clearing his name. 
He joined the RDCLBA, 
requesting that he be given the 
option to participate in all 
missions opposing the ICI. The 
RDCLBA were glad to have him, 
although he was no replacement 
for the dead Pentagon. 


Trlangle wondered whether the 
Cartoonist could be trusted; the 
strip immediately cut away to 
Scotland, where Cube was 
fighting sheep in an attempt to 
redaim the peppermill. Without 
the element of surprise on the 
side of the ovine forces, they 
were unable to cope with Cube's 
attack. The Cartoonist had 
difficulty drawing the combat and 
cut to Prozac the Bear, who plied 
his storytelling skills. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Prozac the Bear began telling a 
story about three little Walsh 
matrices, but forgot how it went 
and instead told a story of the 
Puddans, a race of giants 
composed of pudding who lived 
when the world was still moist. 
The Cartoonist went out of his 
way to indicate that Prozac was 
an unreliable narrator. Prozac's 
identity briefly became confused 
with that of the Cartoonist. 


After Prozac returned to his usual 
state, the comic shifted to Cube, 
who had defeated the 
Cornersheep and claimed the 
peppermill. He was unable to 
discern its mechanism, but noted 
that it was filled with symbols and 
diagrams. He examined it while 
on a flight home. His fight 
attendant was Orpuddex, who 
had lost so much power that he 
had had to get a day job while 
waiting for it to rebuild. 


Cube asked for peppercorns. 
Orpuddex recognized the 
peppermill and refused to give 
them to him, but was berated by 
a superior member of the flight 
staff and relented. The diagrams 
within the peppermill grew more 
complicated as it ground the 
pepper, and in moments they 
overflowed it and surrounded 
Cube. According to the news, the 
plane vanished over the 
Asymptotic Ocean. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Triangle and Robert were 
interrupted from explaining 
Hungry Hungry Hippos to the 
Cartoonist by a news story about 
the Food Pyramid: his name was 
publically dear. A second news 
story revealed the vanishing of 
the plane Cube was on. Triangle 
decided against attempting to 
rescue Cube, as Cube had never 
been honest with Triangle. 


Prozac the Bear decided to tour a 
frozen yogurt factory with the 
inanimate Mr. Soap. The 
Cartoonist approached linda 
Concarne, offering to unlock her 
past if she rescued Cube. Angry at 
the Cartoonist's handling of the 
world, she refused the 
commission. The Vegetable 
Sentry would not leave while Mr. 
Disease was comatose and 
suggested that the Cartoonist ask 
the resourceful Robert. 


With some hesitance, the 
Cartoonist asked Robert to rescue 
Cube without Triangle. He 
requested and received a 
submarine crewed with lawn 
ornaments as payment. Prozac 
the Bear was stowing away, 
having been ejected from the 
frozen yogurt factory. Robert 
discovered him and ejected him 
from the submarine, After they 
left, Robert realized he hadn't 
surfaced. Mr. Soap dissolved. 


Recapulon speaks: 
Prozac the Bear, not quite 
understanding the concept of 
water-solubility, wondered why 
Mr. Soap vanished. He saw the 
sunken city of Tetris, comprised 
of squares and cubes, and 
wondered if someone there 
could explain. Robert also saw 
the cty, but inexplicably didn't 
consider it worth investigating 
even after the Cartoonist 
prompted him. 


Prozac the Bear was attacked by a 
pointy guardian of the city which 
poked him. He fell unconscious 
and awoke in a confinement 
square, with Cube in an adjacent 
square. Cube briefly explained 
the legend of Tetris to him. The 
rest of the plane's passengers and 
crew were being held in a single 
larger square; due to Cube's 
resemblance to the structures of 
the city itself, he was being held 
separately. 


Cube attempted to explain the 
fact that soap dissolved to Prozac 
the Bear, but with less than 
optimal success. He then 
suggested focusing on escaping. 
Prozac the Bear escaped from his 
square by exploiting red/cyan 3D 
and a Firesign Theatre reference, 
then freed Cube, Cube was 
having difficulty recondling Tetris 
with his previous archaeological 
findings. Prozac ran off. 


Exploring the passages of the city 
of Tetris, Cube formulated an 
incredible yet compelling theory 
about Tetris itself and the 
relationship between the Fourth 
Race and polygons. The 
Cartoonist attempted to get him 
to explain his theory, but Cube 
realized that once he did, the 


Cartoonist would have no reason 


not to arbitrarily kill him off 
again. Cube kept the bulk of his 
theory to himself. 


Prozac the Bear appeared outside 
the confinement square where 
the rest of the plane's passengers 
were held, juggled badly in an 
attempt to cheer the captives up, 
and left. Cube then found them 
and actually rescued them. He 
found and began repairing a 
Tetrean teleportation pad to get 
everyone home. Orpuddex, 
however, had already left the 
confinement square and was 
exploring Tetris on his own. 


Mr. Disease recovered from his 
coma. Orpuddex found his way 
to the geopudding pumps 
powering Tetris and began using 
them to infuse himself with 
power in a more effective fashion 
than his previous attempt. The 
Food Pyramid, while performing 
a fairly routine tomb-sealing 
mission for the RDCLBA, was told 
by the Cartoonist that he would 
be back in the main plotline soon 
and touch the Starham bone. 


Recapulon speaks: | Robert returned home. The Food | Triangle stood between the Food 
The Food Pyramid informed the | Pyramid skulked outside Triangle Pyramid and the bone, not 
RDCLBA that the Cartoonist told | and Robert’s home, keeping in attacking but refusing to 

radio contact with the RDCLBA | surrender it. The inverted capital 
despite their not really wanting to | ©, not as patient as Triangle, 
attacked the Food Pyramid. 


him about the bone; he received 
orders from the RDCLBA to ў 

destroy the bone. Triangle Be bothered. Mr» Disease ached К 
Gudled the bone co thathe | approached the Food Pyramid to | Despite mismatches of size and 
would be prepared for the | @POlogize about having doubted | intelligent they were strangely 

lipcoming peme The liwerted the truth of his teachings. well-matched and fought for days 

capital UO TC TOR IR They Accepting the apology without rest, struggling over the 
both tugged at the bone, which | Ympathetically but brusquely, the | Бопе. Upon realizing that the 
Food Pyramid then confronted fight was likely to continue 

Triangle in his home. indefinitely, Robert sold tickets. 


then began to glow and whine 
and floated up to the ceiling. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Many spectators crowded into 
Triangle and Robert's home to 
Witness the battle between the 
Food Pyramid and the inverted 

capital G. Among them was Linda 

Concarne. Cube finished 
repairing the Tetrean teleporter 
and materialized at the fight. The 
Vegetable Sentry showed up to 
use the bathroom and didnt 
come back out. 


Triangle detected a massive build- 
up of cuisine magic and ordered 
everyone to evacuate, fearing 
what the Starbone was about to 
do. The Vegetable Sentry, linda 
Concarne, the Food Pyramid, 
and the inverted capital G refused 
to evacuate, Outside, Mr. Disease 
theorized to Triangle that the 
four were not with the Starbone 
by chance. As the meat of the 
Starbone was itself cured, so 
would be those who taste it. 


Mr. Disease postulated that the 
inverted capital G, the Food 
Pyramid, and Linda Concarne 

were the three lost Sentries, of 
Dairy, Grain, and Meat 
respectively. It struck Triangle as 
odd that the Pyramid, who spoke 
so strongly against the four 
groups, would be the Sentry of 
One. Cube stated that there did 
not always have to be four, and 
that the andent polygons of 
Tetris had no dairy group. 


Recapulon speaks: 


Mr. Disease was stunned by 
Cube's claim that there were once 
only three food groups. The 
Starbone activated. As far away 
as Scotland and Tetris, the 
culinary-magical discharge was 
detected by sensitive individuals. 
The discharge knocked many 
polygons unconscious but caused 
no property damage. Triangle 


and Robert tended to the injured. 


The four beings closest to the 
bone found themselves 
experiencing a rush of memories 
and redpes. The Food Pyramid's 
appearance changed to indicate 
assodation with grain. The 
inverted capital G transformed 
into a confused convex hexagon. 
linda remembered her life before 
becoming a Meat Enforcer; as 
Mr. Disease had posited, they 
were the Sentries. The three ran 
to the pudding factory. 


The Vegetable Sentry finished 
meditating and followed the 
others. In Tetris, Orpuddex found 
that he had taken in too much 
pudding too quickly to return to 
the factory to defend it. The 
Cartoonist wasn't clear on why 
the Sentries were so eager to 
attack the Factory the moment 
their memories returned, and 
asked Cube, who also didn't 
know. The Cartoonist proposed a 
trade to Orpuddex. 


Triangle and Robert 


Hexagon? The Dairy Sentry's 
а heptagon. 
L think Recapulon was 
meant for shorter recaps. 
It's making errors. 


4 
Also I failed 


to proofread. 
1 was wondering. 


We should let it cool 
down before Year 
Three. | 


Good idea. Let's let it finish Year 
Two, then stop it and go 
make that soup. 


You've come to 
your senses? — — 


If | try to stockpile 
Starham broth, the 
Cartoonist'll just come 
up with a problem it 
won't help with. 

Better to solve the 


known problem 
now. 


Triangle and Robert 
In exchange for transportation to 
the Pudding Factory of the Dead, 
Orpuddex told the cartoonist of 
the factory's purpose and history. 
This telling was not in the strip. 
As the Sentries began preparations 
to burn the factory, Orpuddex 
struck. He defeated them. The 
Cartoonist prevented Orpuddex 
from eating the Sentries 


memories. 
Nr т“ 


After the deal they had made, 
Orpuddex viewed the 


end all. 


Cartoonist's interference as a Let's go make that broth. 


betrayal. Triangle happened to You mean T con help? 
agree with this assessment. At the 


Yes, actually. 

end of Year Two, Triangle was If is meant 

familiar with puddomancy, as to work you 

was called for by the Beforings won't stop it 
plan. | | 


Are you giving up? Have you thought about. 
Joining the protesters? 
They wouldn't have me 


Triangle and Robert 


| still want to be prepared. I just 
can't continue to convince myself | I'd like to think I'm not. 
that i's actually possible. Ifthe | | don't think | can fight if | tried. They're barking 
Cartoonist wants drama, the plot with my actions, up the wrong tree anyway. 
but we still have words, Nothing of this world can 
make the Cartoonist leave. 


there will be drama no 
matter how much magic, 
soup I have. 
7 


i The Cartoonist occasionally No, he can't. If what we've heard 
Triangle and Robert listens to us. The only way about the past of this world we 
We can't make the Cartoonist we can effectively change were flung into is true, it can 
leave. Once the Cartoonist has | the plat is by convincing him never be the way it was, as long 
decided on something, we can't to change course. as the Cartoonist remains. 
keap і гот happening. But he still It wouldn't go back to normal 
' if he stopped now, though. We're 
we've been doing. can't draw. if he stopped now. though. We 


p N not going to be the Eighth Race. 
| | | Gasp? 


Triangle and Robert | Didn't we already survive that? | You might have something there. 
You really don't think polygons | We Survived the actual If the Cartoonist makes up 

can remain the dominant species?| Oval. The spatio-temporal sufficiently favorable physics, we 
Not unless the. iding lump that restarts could fly to the lump and 
Cartoonist helps ization is still out there, break it up. It might be foo lale to 

We need his пар to Space program. stop the MSG entity, though. 


survive the Time of N 
the Oval. 
2 | | 


i What you were saying You wouldn't have 
Triangle and Robert about a space program... | mentioned it if I hadn't. 


The broth's ready. Get the G. go for it. The Universe of А vi \ 
You're not big on giving me an 


T'll be right back. ө tight Lint an а | illusion of free will, are you? / 
BN you've already used You might as well 
p Cuisine-magic to power know where you 
I lightweight engines. stand. 
Par 


You already had this 
in mind, didn't you? 


Triangle and Robert |: still don’t get what turned you I wonder if I'm 


There Triangle’s into an inverted capital G fora | foreshadowing something 
you are. Triang) second time, Orpuddex did it 
Finished preparing a magical | the first time, before the strip 
healing soup from the good and started. oh well 
evil Starhams. Come on 
E and let's get you back ~ 
3o normal. 


Rerf. 
N 


Triangle and Robert Wow! Triangle! That was. 


I've administered the soup. almost sort of cool, in a 
Stand clear! pathetic minimal way. 


i M 
Triangle and Robert | 1 had the animation 


set to loop. 
What's wrong? It looked like. 


it was working, but then he 
kept changing back. 


Am I back? 
I think T like time better | 
when it passes from left to 


right. I'm back. 
No, it worked. У VAS 
| | Thank you. 


By the way, I 
drank from your toilet. 
Just so you know. 


That's one more. BN 


thing we have 
in common! 


Triangle and Robert] 1 won't even believe 


What's Orpuddex it when I see it. 
up to now? 
Go talk to Mr. Disease. 
He claims to have There's Sentry business. 
realized his past error. 
He's been dismantling 
the Factory, 


7 


Triangle and Robert 


Does your technical 
information from the 
Fourth Race include 

anything about printers? 

You know it doesn't. 


^_ 
Right, right. Does that of| I'm thinking of ways to 


any of your colleagues, spend fewer strips on 
Recapulon. A single 


then? 
massive text dump might 
Т сап ask. be the way to go. 
Probably. Why? n 


ask my tech contact. 


4 ^ 


4 


Triangle and Robert | !2% gad а you bave retumed | Conversion? I wasn't really 


: to your self. The issues facing | paying attention to things. 
Triangle mentioned 


п the Sentries now are two. We are One recap is already underway. 
Sentry business. considering the establishment of а I would not wish to jeopardize 
Donotenter my | headquarters, and we must determine space-time with another. If the 
kitchen! a response to Orpuddes's Cartoonist would be so 

N apparent conversion. Kind as to shift focus? 


N N 


Ау 

Triangle and Robert | vou rave no way оғ I krow exactly what you 
N understanding how your ere, 
presence is а threat, or 
lhow your very nature is an 


and what you stand 
This world is not yours 
to play with. Somehow, I 


will stop you, 


for. I have a story to 
ave, and the threads of 


offense to the fabric of that story shall remain 
What are you this universe's narrative whole. 
а continuity. 
talking about? o 
9 М Maybe you think Tr You lost те 
someone else, T" x 


Prozac the Bear! 


Triangle and Robert 


Your identity as a giant 
‘talking pill is only опе 
aspect of your nature. 
You are a symbol, 
a being I created 
representing my 
own tendency to 
derail plots. 


O 
It has been said before 


that you have no 
continuity. This is true, 
and for one such as you 
to exist within a 
universe, that 
universe's сип 
timeline must be 
flexible to the 
point of 
non-existence. 


I still have no idea what 
yov're talking about. 


Of course not. 
You're a giant 
talking pill. 


N 


Triangle ana Robert That seems to be the It might be all the time I 


I'm not going to trust general consensus. spent as Robert's pet, but 
Orpuddex. I'll be glad if Abont the can't help but consider 
we don't have to fight headquarters... past strips in looking for 
him again, but don't let him ^ answers for the present. 


7 help us. ! There is one 
logical site. 


AORO 


Triangle and Robert | They don't need the whole | Is there a way to signal 


The Tater Fizz plant plant to meet Tater Fizz the other three Sentries? 
would make a perfect demand. We can reach They read the comic. 
base of operations. seme sort of deal. 
| Lsuspect otherwise, bat 


Oh. 


The S is in use. the attempt should ^c 
be made. 
t 
^ | W ^ W 


Triangle and Robert 
So. 


Adventure? 


$ 


Hmm, okay. You pick. 


Let's go track down 
the Cornersheep and 
thwart whatever his 
current \ 
scheme 
happens 
tobe. 


That sounds nice. He was 
last spotted in the tropics, 
right? 
He was off the coast 
of Aruba, but 
that was 248 
strips ago. 
S 


i Apparently when the MSG moves | "A lot"? It's a seasoning. It 

Triangle and Robert it interferes with navigation really shouldn't even be moving 

There weren't any direct flights. systems. The Sentries had better | in the first place. Now it's 

Wo have a stopover in Paris and figure something ош soon. | disrupting air traffic. How am | 
а connecting flight in Rio de supposed to make any 


Janeiro. 15 moe sense out of all this? 
That's atypical 
| /\ /N 


i ‘There will then be a brief delay while we 
Triangle and Robert | rie reece kenen n your sats, 
Attention, this is your captain. We've been З 
experiencing minor technical problems and | The MSG must be mangling 

- will be making an emergency landing at | flight plans more than | 


the South Pole. was told. Maybe we . 
"Minor"? should skip Aruba. e l ( 
The South Pole?, 


VA 


i Glutamate entity! If you can hear ‘re all gaing 
Triangle and Robert me, please understand that this We're ail gaing to diel 
„What was that? is a bad time! Wait until we're [don't deserve this! —— 


Don't you read aff the plane and in private! 


/ Triangle and Robert? e 
Wire doomed! 
/ Triangle, the 
м5б'5 N 
talking 
to us. 


Tm Prozac the Bear! 


pori 


Multiple panels. 
| T hate it when it does that. 


i A little bi 1 don't know what twill has 
Triangle and Robert bu to do with anything, but that 


Try to control your font size. size is good. Keep it there. 
You're scaring people. 


_ Twill suffi 
^S 


Triangle andRobert| ^ 1's not very good with Do you have any idea how? 
its font size. 


ve shifted the balk We go to where we need 


At least it's trying, and it's to go and we don't leave 


my sd sta ©. | given us an opening to until the Cartoonist 

attack it. r do this. provides us an 
single site, near to where your portunity, 
R M E ЎА \ 


Triangle Ri Between the Cartoonist and the 
gle апа Robert MSG entity, there's a whole lot 


We're not quite equipped for an | of rule-bending going on in our 

antarctic expedition. favor. As long as we're acting 

If that were a problem, in accordance with both their 
we'd BE equipped wills, we don't need plans. 


That sounds like ironic 
foreshadowing 


We're going to nee 
a plan after all 


/\ 


Oh, no. You're right. 
d | | 


Triangle and Robert | Temperatures above 450 Kelvin, 


We'll need to locate the MSG 
deposit and somehow destroy 


Glutamate hydrogenase enzyme... 


I'm not sure what we can actually 


it, while protecting ourselves acquire and use. 
from the elements. Can we get 
What — shovels? 


N 


destroys 
M56? | | 


Hitting chem 


icals with a shovel 


doesn't break them down. 


That's deep. 


No, we can dig a 
geothermal shaft. 


Tans D | | 


Triangle and Robert | Can't we. Triangle? 


‘ Plan? 
Assuming it's over a magma vein Can't we? 
and not a pudding vein, a You have no idea how 
geothermal bore would destroy . far down magma is 
MSG, but we can't dig What's the plan? 
опе ourselves with a 


land you were just going 
to keep digging until 
pair of shovels you found it? 
/\ 


Triangle and Robert 
Why not? 


Assume, for the sake 
of argument, that wa did 
manage to dig down to 
magma. How would we, 
gat back up?, 
7 


Fizzy lifting drinks? 


This is Antarctica. 
Antarctica is not a 


factory. 


magical chocolate | 


Ergo, this is not a magical 
chocolate factory. 


Curse you and your 
relentless logic! 


Triangle and Robert 
The plane's landing and we 
still don't have a plan. 
Maybe after it 
lands we can take. 
the silent E N, 
off it. 


1 don't believe that's possible, 


and if it were pos: 
T a very bad 


At least I'm thinking. 


M sure you а 


/N 


sible it would 
idea. 


^ 


We obviously can't destroy 
this MSG deposit with 
available tools. If we leave 
it for later, we might not be 
able to get back. This leaves 
cuisine-magic. 


Yay! 


|All we have is airline food, 


Triangle and Robert| Could you arrange a flambé? | Ifs conceivable. Then what? 


Airline food is food, albeit largely | Yes, but not at a high Make a rocket out of it 
of the metamorphic food group. | enough temperature to and shoot it into space. 
1 must be able to tap it somehow. get the job done. That's slightly dumber than | 


Any suggestions? Enough to dumb enough to work, 
How about the sculpt the but probably within 
little liquor y, MSG and acceptable tolerance 
bottles? fuse it? AX 


Triangle R 1 need as much liquor as Hand over the liquor cart 
gleand obert 1 сап get so we can launch or my friend here will 


Excuse me, how much the MSG deposit into space. have to start broiling 


is the liquor cart? 
Pardon? Pardon? Pardon? BN 
4 Let me try. Broiling some pai 


Triangle and Robert How do I open the door? | | think we just fell in а snowdrift. 
Excuse mo? How should I know? Probably. 
low should | know’ 
И I've got the liquor! 
Run! N Got it! 


I'm pretty sure that's 
what I'm doing! 


oN AS 
"amy a 
7 

— 7 


Triangle and Robert | Hey! MSG entity! which way to | Thatwould be more helpful 
? И 
We're not really equipped for snow. the deposit if we had any way of 


measuring northeastness. 
So make it quick. il 
Let's just go up and to the 
| right and hope The strip's 
A compass-aligned. 


^ 


Trianela дпа Dohert 


1 don't think 1 сап 
feel my edges. 
That would be because 
we've been completely 
covered in snow for 
at least half an hour 


1 know why. I'm just worried. 
Maybe we should start 
a fire now. 
A small one wouldn't hurt. 
Pass some brandy. 
I have no idea which 
bottles are which. 
Just pass a few 


randomly then. 
[ 


These'll work. 
How was | going to 
light these? 
Magic, X think. 
I'm too cold for magic. 


Let's keep moving 
We'll freeze if we 
stop to think. 


We're already freezing. 


Te o e hans Try starting a fire again. 

Triangle, how long сапа | | would need at least 
polygon survive freezing? | a small amount of 

It depends. How long mobility. 
have we been frozen? | 


| Around seven hours. | What, we should rub 
Oh. In that case, speech lines together? 
around seven and | Yes! 
а half hours. Oh. Goad idea. 


You can talk. 


Is it working yat? 


[m angling it. 


Now? | 


A 


I think that'l! work, 
keep going 


i So speech lines apparently 1 think this is enough for 
riangle and Robert 
don't catch fire, but can now. If the liquor catches 


MA nm this is actually produce frictional heat. fire in the bottles there might 
working sort of confuses me. Keep rubbing. | Зе an inappropriately 


positioned explosion. 
Okay, but that 
Just was fun! Ў 
A keep it 
going. /\ 


Triangle and Robert | 'ї® below around? Why? 1 H we're digging. 


With what? 
| dai 1 don't L. Penguins? | 


i Let's make a rocketship! There's a question of scale, though. 
Triangle and Robert P 1 wasn't expecting this much of it. 


That wasn't so bad. Its going to be a very, very large 
| We're done? Thats the plan, rocket. 
though sketchy and 


We're done digging. V. idiotic it may be. | So we're going to be 
This is MSG, not here a while? 
permafrost. | No.lhavsa Ù 
! | | bad plan 


Triangle and Robert 


Can you switch to 
quadruple panels? 


N Not this... 
N, 


Yes. 


Was that really necessary? 


1 wanted to read what 
the MSG had to say 


a .| without clipping. 


Nothing. I was trying to 
think of something to go wrong 


Triangle and Robert 
Let's get this flambé started. 
Pass the brandy. 


| Uh... 
Okay, what's wrong? 


We're already going 
1o need treatment for 

frostbite. We can let the 
rest of this go right. 


Did we just get covered 
in snow again? 


No, this particular blinding 
whiteness is the result of 
my flambé technique. It 
shouldn't be permanent. 
So are we on fire? 


1 doubt it. 


Triangle апа Robert | SPe2king of changing the subject, We're underground in Antarctica 


Ain и follow me with the cart. I'l start in ond on a vast deposit of 
I still can't see anything by sculpting the base of the | monosodium glutamate, carrying 
but the title. rocket and an outline of the stolen bottles of airline liquor 
The light from my propulsion system. as magical flares with which to 
flambé spell is more blinding fuse and sculpt the MSG into а 
than | was expecting. Odd Is seeing necessary for that? | framework for a rocketship, at 
that we can see the title and which point the sentient mind 
panel divisions. 


No, I can find my way by taste. the MSG comprises will take 
Maybe we technically 


over and complete the rocketship 

can't see them. зо that it can leave Earth. 
What bothers me is that it all 
follows logically from the plot. 


Triangle and Robert 
What's happening? 


Not It started too soon! 
The racket's forming 
around us! 
Cancel! Abort! Stop! 


So this is bad? 


It's meant to be a solid mass. 
We'll be crushed and then 
suffocate. 


What if we start running? 
Goad idea. 


That's weird, I can see 
your speed fines. 


It's growing faster than | can move! 
Think of a plot cop-out, fast! 
We need to gat out NOW! 


Is there any chance this 
is all a dream? 


No more so than 
the rest cf the comic. 


Triangle and Robert | kay. what happened? I'm T sure that's better than dying. 


T think the MSG absorbed What happens to us if 
the rocket takes off? 
us into its consciousness. 


1 Jl we'll be stuck here. | 


If we return to our Here's an idea. 


bodies we'll die. Let's panic! 
We need it to release 
those from the rocket 
^ first. 
That^ 
Sounds 
easy. 


Triangle ana Robert My fault. I shouldn't have 
said it sounded easy. 
Let us out, nice MSG person! a DC | 


i There are plenty of options. Let's look past that point. 
Triangle and Robert They all involve dying in space. P | P 


This is so bad. We're more doomed So we start by dying How? 
than aL any previous point in . 
ап агапу іп space. Then what? We've both been dead. 
Not simultaneously, 
е Then мете not in space, and 
dead. not planned in advance. 
This is so bad. 


/N 


MSG entity, let me out. Good luck. I'll be sure to 
resurrect you if | find 
a safe way back to Earth. 


Triangle and Robert 


You and your little 
self-preservation instinct. 


Go if you want. I'l | 
wait here. Alive. 


cre 


i 1 complain about his plans | He'll have suffocated to death 
Triangle ana Robert because we've learned from | in your rocket by now. Why did 


experience that they | you build it with us stil inside? 

Gi that way.) Why did you launch it? | mean, 

e r пра thanks for pulling us into your 
consciousness so wa wouldn't 


immediately die, but what were 
yau thinking? Even the Cartoonist... 
Ino, 1 guess the Cartoonist 
e did the same thing to V. 
Cube. But our names 


-He might know what B Д 
he's doing, actually. are in the title! 


AGAIN YOU HAVE! YES, YOU HAVE. 


DIED, RHOMBUS. No, I'm just passing through. 


ко y 
No I haven't. NO, YOU ARE 
4 NOT. 


YOU HAVE DONE SO 
IN THE PAST, BUT 
IN THIS CASE YOU 

HAVE DIED. 


Oh yeah? 


I'm telling you, I'm just DO WHAT? 


passing through. If I THIS? 


were dead could I do... So T was bluffing 
Okay, I’m dead 


Triangle and Robert Rental? That seems more Make that lo mein to go. 
umble than necessary. |I'm trying to cut down on 


You're waiting tables n "uel | 
yourself today? Shrimp Say, in the corner booth | flipping out and killing 
lo mein, please. over there... people. 
Ihave negotiated rental of a Orpuddex bas been taking 
kitchen and laboratory space lunch bere regalarly. As of J will attempt to Бату. 
ip the Tater Fizz bottling plant. yet be bas not made trouble. \ 


Al wl W 


Triangle and Robert I wish to demonstrate my | There we go. I figured someone 


1 ооа intentions. Observe! would... Orpuddex? Are you 
I have nothing 9 still non-evil or am I in additional 
to say to you! Trouble? 
1 


Then listen. 


Fear not! FEAR NOT! 
I am Orpuddex, 


It would be futile to restore | I will seek it out. It has been 
you to life without a body. | long since I traveled beyond 

Sentry of the Igneous It is in деер space, correct? your world, but I believe that 

7 Group! Probably. I didn't з 

FEAR МОТ! ` 


1 ^ Ican recapture the abil 
v ДЕ) 

Okay! DC good look to do so. 

I'mnor V atit. N, You... space... once 
fearing! И Triangle апа І are. 
Т'т пої 


alive, I think 
fearing! we'll have 


fo ask V 
some 
questions. 


Triangle and Robert | You have great reason to | Nevertheless, I shall seek out 
Will reviving the Chosen One | doubt me. This I understand.) the MSG rocket and recover 


and his sidekick be an I'm eating here! the bodies of the pair. 
adequate demonstration of | Understand that! BN 
my goodwill? / 
x — 
No! Go away! ~ 


Probably not. Why, 
did he get it? 
"4 


Triangle and Robert | | don't believe you. Later, at a burn clinic: 


This is a fortress? Try throwing a | Every laser after the eighth 
Yes. The bottling plant pebble at a one was just redundant. 
of Tater Fizz has window. 
disproportionately Probably. 
strong ` 


lefenses, 


How much longer will 


Triangle ana Robert They are adequate м 
You did what? for our needs. you be in here? 
We verified the integrity | Hence our current They discharging 
of the defenses of our |ointment-requiring us tonight. 
We don't have 


new headquarters. state. V ^ 
A Ainsurance; 


Triangle and Robert | Take me to Tetris. 


.and so, in order to return to| 
space, I must first return to 
/ the city of Tetris. 


5o, what is it you 
need me for? 
ееа me fort 


I've done all the 
archaeology in Tetris that 
I'm going to. You can't 


make me go back there. 


It just isn't safe. 


My intent was not 
to force you. 

Can't you go yourself? 

^ suppose. I've 


just been feeling| 
lonely recently. 


Triangle В I was not meant to be alone, | Most of me doesn't want to be 
ange and Robert hexahedron. I wish to travel | stranded in the ocean, in deep 
Д sca with a companion, to Tetris | space, or in some alternate 


company of mortals, believing! i |dimension l've never even heard 
their very existence to be and then into space. rt of | Of Sorry. but I'm not coming 
< а reminder of my ou know, part o with you. 


me actually wants 


own failure. |- Oh, fine. 


Triangleana Robert Oh. Guards. 


Oa the ccean floor.. 
A proto-polygon. 
I near Tetris. 
2 


At this distance 

from the city an 
eruption of 
ding shot 

(o little dam: 


Triangle and Robert |We are filled with painkillers. 


Tbe restaurant was busy, and from 
the description of your wounds there 
seemed no need for my attention. 
Have you recovered? 


on; 


Say no to drugs! 


AQ 


Isee. Let us bope that the seismic 
activity near Tetris holds no threat 
antil you can stand, then. 


Seismafuzzywuzzy? 


W 


It is fortunate that this 
happened far from land. 
Did I just... Why did it happen at all? 
N T intended a small eruption 
Trigger a massive directed at the \ 


seaquake and guards of Tetris, 
attendant tidal 


waves? Yes. 


Triangle and Robert 


Remember when you ^. 
activated the Tetrean 
pudding pumps? 


Yes. It is to again tap 
them that I return thither. , 
l ^^ Do you remember 
turning them off 
when you were 
done with them? 


оо 


Triangle and Robert |^ 


The pumps have been 
running at full capacity 
since I last came here? 


Slightly above 
full. AS you may 
recall, you broke 
some valves making| 
it go faster. 


nd faster it went! But now I 
appear to have violently 
destroyed my chances of 
using the output of the 


It'll take longer, but / 
parts of the systen are 


still working. You should 
be able to get space 


^ flight in a few days. 
pumps to power 
myself. Thad intended 
, mere than mere 
Not entirely. space flight... I 
Suppose that I 


should not delay 
my departure, 
however. 


Triangle and Robert | | smell cheese. A lot of cheese. 


Is this a flashback? You are the Dairy | don't smell any cheese. 
No, you're coming Sentry. If there's cheese | Then it's a 
lout of heavy painkillers | around, you'd smell it. flashback. 


ДОДУ 


Triangle and Robert No, it couldn't be here now. | No, not that incident. Much 


The Fondue! I'm smelling a memory. earlier, before we met. 
Of Four Thousand Of when Prozac gotinto| 1 think it's when I learned 
Cheeses? Here? the sheep cheese and е recipe. 
nearly killed us? You remember how 


Now? | you learned it? 
Tell! 7 | 
N 


i. I don't know! I must have. | I don't get that part either. 
Triangle and Robert I think that when I learned| Maybe I'm remembering 


It's still dim. There was а | the Fondue it displaced all | a dream. No. Rodan was 
cow, I'm sure of that. I 


ifa my previous memories. a giant flying reptile. The 
think it was my cow. The cow was a giant €ow was roan. The D came 
| You used to farm? | flying reptile. from somewhere else. 
7 


NOA 


Triangle and Robert | It's all fading again. It'll come back. I'll try 


I don't remember where Oh. What a pointless | (0 write it down then. 
the D came from, but I do 


interlude. Maybe Cube's 
remember it. It was a pet Recapulon can 
and a helper. It was there. also help. 


(Where? C) | 
N | | 


what. There are gaps that 


Triangle апа Robert |" waming me not to trust you.) 1 haven't even decided ^ 
У 


I'm an unreliable narrator І know I'm not showing but 
for reasons beyond my There's more haven't yet filled with 
making the story up as I than that. 


things not to show. Also, 
for some time I've had an 
But you're not ending to the comic 
saying wha Planea Bar pow 
deliberately conceal for Seda 

one reason or ancther. rpuddex is 
Try not to forget that. derailing it. 


go along and getting 
sidetracked. There are 
also events taking place ^ 
within the story which I 


Triangle апа Robert |! mean forthe story. Notfor us. | What did you forget? 


You've had an ending planned? I thought it was Orpuddex can break 
pretty effective, apart Beta Tapiocus. 
Yes, almost since but as it turns out к 
тһе beginning I hadn't Laken Beta what now? 
of the MSG entity. everything into The Lump. The 
account Fourth Race had a 
Is ita good ending? ` name for it, towards 


the end. 
Good how? 


Triangle р, There was a little more 
gle and Robert after that involving the 
thé Beforings' plan and such. 
How's that an ending? 
It woulda't have been 
an ending for the 
Universe of Pudding, 
only for the Triangle 
and Robert story. 
But why? 


In my planned ending, 
MSG would have proven 
unstoppable. With its help 
polygons would build huge 
fleets of spaceships and 
colonize the galaxies, 
leaving the glutamate 
planet that was Earth| 
behind forever. 


Your job would 
be over. 


мо more Triangle. 


Between having been 
created directly by the 
Cartconist, being the 
Chosen Опе of the 
Beforings, and your 
general refusal tà accept 
arbitrary and improvised 
cosmology, this universe 
is a bad fit for you. I 
would release your 
character and likeness 
into the public domain and 
give you an escape pod to 
an unspecified universe 


Triangle and Robert 
1 don't think | understand. 


It probably doesn't 
matter. I'd assumed 
that there were three 
major arcs: the 
Orpuddex arc, the 
Oval arc, and the 
MSG arc. 


I'd been implicitly 
supposing Orpuddex's 
reformation to be the 
end of his arc. I'd 
overlooked that the 

reformed Pudding-Watcher 
would do everything in his 
power to correct or atone 

for his newly revealed 


mistake. 


With the Pudding-Watcher 
on your side, the seventh 
Race can actually break 
out of the cycle of 
extinctions and survive 
indefinitely on Earth. 


Would that kill the MSG entity? 


А 
I don't know or 
haven't decided. 


; Well, not the specifics, It 
I saw it coming. 


How's the rescue coming 
felt like you were intending to along, anyway? 
EN end it after your fifth IN 
t I'm not convinced left Earth ina 
you even knew very long time. 
that much. 


Don't expect 
him to hurry. 


Triangle and Robert | "sues vou sentries warning: recipe is not 


must have your reasons. 


The output'll probably be narrative. Continue? 
alittle garbled on account of Recap the Fondue | Yes. 
I've been trying to convince of Four Thousand continue? | 
the thing to output to a Cheeses! Y. 
printer instead of speech, but nue? | 
you're welcome OK. 


to give it a try. 
tog ry. © 


continue? 


Triangle andRobert| continue? It can't do interactive errors 


Continue? | Cube, " me. at the moment. You'll have to 
| Affirmative. Continue? try again after I've finished 
continue? . | working on it. 
[ Continue. Continue? 
Continue? | 
1 Please?, 


© 


Triangle and Robert 


I ike the security, but 
this place is small! 
Why do we only have 
this tiny section? 
1 The remainder of the 
building produces 
Tater Fisz. M 


I doubt it! 


It does seem that the 
quantities produced are 
disproportionate to the 

beverage's actual level of 
popularity. 


N 
We should 


investigate! V [rs] 


To investigate those from whom 
we rent our new headquarters 
would be ancivil. 


I'm okay with that! 


| Good lack then, 
miss Concarne. 


Ww 


- 


Triangle and Robert | ї'т more explicitly nat “| 1 know, but T don't know 


drawing than usual because| how a bottling plart is 


I can't see anything! 1 don't know what's usually laid out or where 
I'm not drawing going on. the terrible secret of 
anything. Iwas planning to Tater pizz would 
investigate the Tater So there's a terrible 
1 can't see off Fizz plant out of sheer / secret? 
panel either! nosiness. mot ani ак // 


terrible, really. 


Triangle and Robert |1 this going to be a A Klein bottling plant. 


Why am 1 outside the geometry pun? Have you no shame? 
bottling plant now? Topology, actually. Possibly. I think / 
I was just walking down the plant has а good 
a hallway! reason to be 


four-dimensional. 
From an overly 


technical perspective, 
you were never 
"inside" the bottling 
plant. 


Triangleand Robert|  !sawyousneaking |Oh. This is Oh. This is Oh 
"Back insi... Back in the | around! Stop running! | awkward. awkward. av 
interior cf the convex 
hull of the bottling 
plant's projection into 
three-dimensional space: 


You there! Stop! 


Triangle and Robert 
\You should probably нар 


back up. If you keep | | | | | | | 


There's only one of you. , 
You're just standing in à 
tight curve cf space and 


seeing yourself from 
behind. 


trying to follow yourself А don't pack 

around the loop you might 1f you don't bac 

actually catch yourself. away from the curve things 
might get weirder. 


Triangle and Robert | csaw 


gnirt'emoe bid You would appear 
$neqgsrl јгиі to have everted 
yourself. 


!vpoloqo! sted I J 


I think you may 
have a right to. 
Left to. 
Justification to. 


Triangle and Robert 
Miss Concarne? Is that you? 
You look different somehow. 


iW 


IqloH 


Are you... does it burt? 


-ellew oni пил 


| 


| noriw yino 


Perbaps | should take 
you fo a bospital. 


Б e'tenlt мән 
Isobi J591p yllso1 


ag | 


Triangle апа Robert | Linda, how 


Your friend is suffering 
from an eversion. In two 
dimensions this is equivalent 
to a rotation, and so the 
normal treatment is simply 
to spin the patient around. 


=< УЫ 


cr, happens 
to have picked up a third 
dimension. 
I thought that 
three-dimensionality 
was congenital. 


= у 


You're probably thinking 
of hedronism, which is 
normally a birth defect. 

What Linda has is termed. 

"adult-onset subpixel 
curvature”. It's actually quite 
common in females of her 
age and activity level. 


= ie 


Triangle and Robert | You're lucky this happened Linda is the patient, not l. 
when it did, there's anew | The Food Sentries seem 


Adult-onset subpixel 1 

curvature is normally procedure which has been. | to respond differently to 

harmless and only very effective in cases of some treatments than other 
polygons. Your input 


noticed when it А T 
leads to other might к important. And... 
"Wby are © you telling me? 


complications. And? 


ee ур i JF | ene E 


curvature and certain 
TOR 


Triangle and Robert ‘Which is then rapidly lowered It’s been very well 
The procedure is fairly onto the patient, flattening documented. A similar 
straightforward. The the problematic curvature? procedure involving a 


Н : . We prefer the piano is the main treatment 
anesthetized patient is 


lain as flat as possible on an | "dropped". for dental tone-deafness. 
lain as flat as possible on an This sounds like a 
operating table, over which rather risky and "Dental? 
is suspended an oversized exotic operation. 
N 


anvil. 


T | ^4 


Triang leana Robert © no. Her pointy things ‘What letter does it start with? 
reflex. Are any nurses dead? What? 


We saw that much She builds up immunities to 
coming and used a things as a bobby. Use 

blowgun. The problem something that starts with T 

is more that the through Z. She bas finished 


tranquilizer doesn't 
+ everyting up to R and 
appear to be working. РА 


= Жж уыс Jg 


We've hit a complication. 
"With the anvil? 


No, tranquilizing 
the Meat Sentry. 


Triangle and Robert | And here she is. According 


‘Was that noise of impact to the laser plane, she now 


the operation? has zero curvature and is 
Yes, and it went two-dimensional again. 
perfectly. Come Her apper edge is 
this re tinged with a balo of 


tiny roast fowl 
сч УЫ << < СУЫ 


A harmless short-term side 

effect of anvil therapy. I'll 

admit this is the first time 
I've seen cooked ones. 


1A 


Triangle and Robert| унуу Assuming you don't have a 
relapse, we should be able 


She's coming out of the H 
to discharge you sometime 


anesthesia. 
tomorrow. 


wt JerlW z Great! Just out of 
Turn оти, РА curiosity, what 
L| anesthetic did 


1 = Oh! My p po 


symmetries! 


Suv 


7 


Triangle and Robert 
Тат prepared to return 
to space in pursuit of the 
mortal bodies of the Chosen 
/ One and sidekick. 


© (not supposed 
to be nipples) 


Such mockery is 
uncalled for. 


The pudding with which I 
have infused myself is 
sufficient in quantity for 
the task, although there 
7 is rather more 
tapioca than I 

had hoped for. 

I will be capable 

of little besides 

flight. 


Tell me, will you assist me? 


Only with permission. I 
thought you woulda't 
want my help. 


As yet, I do not. 
I will not allow 
pride to interfere, 
however, if it 
becomes necessary. 


Triangle апа Robert It should be sufficient to state} The fact trat you're / 


that it has fundamental willing te use tapioca 
I've never explained the | incompatibilities with the for travel at all is 
significance cf tapicca "| butterscotch of which the meaningful. 
in the strip. T Ispent billions of years 
universe was formed. р уе 
Do you have ^ wrongfully atoning 
Wa the words to But inaccurate. for what was not 
do so? - It will do for a wrong. I may 
Not with any purposes of space spend billions 
travel and menu more atoning for 


specificity. 


Then leave it. planning. that atonement. 


H | The MSG entity has just inki " 
Triangle! Ri E What is he thinking? If he tries to 
9 Obert] informed Triangle, stini | “ten your speed like that he'll 
waiting within the mind of| "ие and up exploding! He's 


the entity for rescue, not rescuing me, he's trying to 
of this development: 


UN WHAT KILL HIMSELF! 


percentage? 

And so, the Pudding- l 1 % 
Watcher or Igneous Sentiy {76 t 
departs the Earth, hoping . 


to return bearing the 


bodies of the Cartconist's 
protagonists. 


Triangle ana Robert | Elect my body and Roberts from | so he won't kill himself ^ 


the racket so Orpuddex can | rescuing you, but what if 
The Pudding-Walcher can only find them at a safe speed he doesn't rescue you? 
be slain by the Chosen Ore, Youll have to retur meto | it he does not mean to save me, 
it at all. would not slay him, my body first, knowhow!o — | ten his purpose is death, Without 
but "ө des ‘id cou, o my get back in it from being dead | me it would be impossible for him 
aid, that could count. ing into i 
Well, that leaves one option but шр Бе impose Space to achieve. With me, 


] 7 he might try again. 
) | 
C 5 l f 
. 


Triangle and Robert Are Dead 


Hi. 


h) 


It's up to Orpuddex. | had the 
MSG jettison our corpses so 
Orpuddex could reach them 
safely іп space. 
How's the. | 


rescue going? 1 hope he means to. 
i 1 


So, we're simultaneously dead. 
1 suppose it had to happen 
sooner or later. 


Erga ioc rU M M Service is slow. They're still T think there are ones from 


This is the first time I've dealing with the backlog of the First through Fifth races. 
died and not been souls Orpuddex released from 
poorly lectured at by an his factory. 
underprepared N, 
Some of them are 


" the Sixth? 
disembodied voice. from before polygons, 
right? 
A С 


Polygons are seventh. 
Why no one from 


The answer to that 

question is less 

important than you can 
possibly imagine. 


4 4 
The identity of the Sixth| You can go solve some 
Race has no bearing on 
anything which has 
happened in the strip 
whatsoever. I'll reveal 
it before the ending, but 
just to prove how 
irrelevant it really was. 


A 


Or we can solve that one. 


Or we can solve а 
afferent one. 


Right. 


А Ф 


other mysteries though. 


TRIANGLE, AGAIN 
YOU HAVE 
RETURNED TO 
THE DEAD. 


Yessir, that he did. 
N ( 
OKAY THEN. 
RIGHT. 


TRIANGLE! That was extra-pointless They're very busy. 


Indeed. Let's go find 


Usually there's at least adventure or something. 


Yes? 
[ a token effort to pretend 
there's something T hope we find 
important for me ‘the something. ~ 
to know. 
NEVER ' 
MIND! 
. 


Triangle and Robert Are Dead Yes, and the time we rubbed That should cover movement. 
How do we get around Speech lines together to make | Navigation on the other hand... 
without bodies? fire. Maybe if I say enough 


t ither left 
tildes they'll work like ket go either left or 
tenet right with respect to 


X the comic frame, That 
should keep us fairly 
straight and get us 


to a plot point. 
s 


1 can use cuisine-magic. 

Do you remember the 

time you made a shield 
ош of text? 


Here's a thing. 


Slow downl 


/ 


N 


This must be the line 
for the Fifth Race. 


va 


Am fuirich 
sinn fada 'n 


Baal "e Baa. 


What language was that one. 
in the middle? 
б 


1 don't know. Maybe the 
Cartoonist just made it 
up so the readers 
would get angry № 
trying to figure 

it out. 


Baa? 


O 


o 


Direction and distance are hard, 


So... Fifth Race. Adventure but if there's a Sentry around 
opportunities? I'm guessing this way. 
Maybe the Grass Sentry. Hold on, I'm not С 
Good idea, and hago 
we know it's Hello, polygons. | feel a 
already great power in the smaller 
deemed EN af you two. As you surmise, 
glish. ~ Iwas a Grass Sentry of 
v^ the Fifth Race, although 


your notion of "grass" (~) 
is a flawed one. 
f 


I was doing diagonal motion lines. 


2 
2%, А 
EN Aro you tired? How delightfully abstract. 
Can the dead even| 
get tired? 


A 


The ways of polygons 
are strange to me in 
general, but the ways 
of that rhombus are 
particularly so. С) 

oO 


The Fifth Race were 
funny-looking. 


| Robert! 
К Tt had зо N 


be soid. A 


Aesthetics aside, our form is 
vastly more functional than 
that of the sheep of your time. 
Limbs are an obscure legend 
ta you, but they were quite 

useful to us. О 


| apologize for my sidekick. 


Insulting the spirits of 
powerful ancient dead is 
where adventure comes 


ф A 


No apology is needed. 

Your rhombus is easily 

bored and desires some 
manner of conflict. C) 


(y 


My rhombus? 


A 


| stand corrected, the rhombus 
is an autonomous being. | was 
thinking in terms of my own time. 


[9] 


You had rhombi? 


We did not create geometric 
objects ourselves, but those which 
the Fourth Race left behind were 
known ta us. They were very unlike 


you polygons of the Seventh Race. 


о 


о 


Yes, and that's almost exactly | Wow, that sounds just as 
the same thing! barbaric as eating them 


Robert, are you 


Robert. What? | trying to make 
some sort of 
y Y point? \ С^ 


You kept polygons as slaves! 


The polygons of our time were Rhombi were particularly useful 

You raise sheep far food. па more intelligent. than the for remote operation. They could 
non-telepathic sheep of yours. store a great deal of data and 
O Some could be reprogrammed had seltpreservation instincts. 


e over a serial connection. О Oo 


The Fourth Race apparently | The origins of the Seventh Race 


used rhombi for special are certainly an important topic, 
| tasks too. but | was hoping that as a former 
Sentry you could tell me something 
about the cuisine-magic of First, we knew that each race came 


to an end. We did not harbor the 


your time. 
Fourth Race's illusion that the 
work of destiny could be prevented. 
The ancient rhombi had special The great works of nur species 


behavior programming for humans were undertaken not solely for 

to operate them without equipment | oper Perhaps you could understand | _ 207885. but with the intent of 
or training, We sheep couldn't something of the Fifth Faces diet, | Continued value to those who would 
take advantage of that, but the ut first you must understand | come efter us, whatever their form, 

rhombus was still an excellent tool. bur culture. O С) 


You seem ta be an accomplished 


In our time none of your 
works survive. What happened? 


Our works did survive. 
We did not build edifices or 
design machines. We actually 
never even bothered with 


written language. (С) 
= 


So that leaves... 


Ф 4 


Though individuals, we also 
in many ways thought as a 
species. Dur view of time was 
somewhat different from yours. 
We shaped the world through 
controlled erosion. A team of 
a few hundred sheep. grazing 
in carefully selected locations 


for a few hundred years, can 
change the course of a river. 
Over a few thousand years, a river 
can change the shape of a mountain. 
Et cetera 


ттк О 


po t o А 
о 


You may have noticed that 
you have a great deal of geography 
relative to the size of your planet. 
This diversity was the legacy 

of the Fifth Hace. /^N 


So grazing was your art and your 


architecture, not just your cuisine. 


Correct, The root, the soil, the 
slope of the land, all this was part 
of the grass. We did not соок, 
we cultivated and we bred, 


You seem to have the beginnings 
of understanding. (^y 


So tell me of your food groups. 


^A 


We knew the grouping af food 
to be fundamentally arbitrary, 
and yet too powerful a concept 
to ignore. When | lived the current 
choice of groups was grass[dew] 
leaves, grass[seed], other. and 
grass[bulk] 


Dew/seed/bulk? That doesn't 
feel like a trichotomy to me. 


A 


The heart of the concepts is difficult 

to express to your mind. My group 

was grass[seed] and my main focus 

was on the placement of defecation 
Do you polygons defecate? 


Ө) 


You lost me at global 
climate models. 


You lost me 
4 а dirt, ` 


Your frame of reference differs 
зо much from that of my people. 
1 cannot explain any more clearly. 


| apologize. О 


It's а lot to think about, but I'm 
sure I can at least work it 
into a salad of some sort. 


Foods are. | 
— funny! 


Triangle, your mind | can somewhat: 
understand. Robert's mind, however, 
basically manages to frighten me. 
He is rather similar to another 
entity which | am reluctant to пате, 


о 


Prozac the Bear? 


| Robert. 


. А 


What? You think he'd 
show up in the afterlife 
just because I said his name? 


Probability is low, but consequence 
is high. The risk is one | would have 
preferred not incurring. (> 


Асе we in the clear? 
Change the subject! 
If we talk about Prozac 
ТЇЇ just make him more 
likely to appear! 


- Okay.. Grass | 
Sentry, what до 
you know about, 


the other Races? 
Little, 


Os 


You didn't talk to anyone 
all that time in the Vat 


| of Despair? 


Only a Sentry or one of similar 
power could move within the vat. 
A successor to my position as 

Sentry was chosen almost 
immediately upon my death, and 
sol was immobile. (Су 


The actual designation as a 
Sentry is that important? 
Massively. The power of 
the food group is embodied 


in the current Sentry. 
‘A 


An oversimplification, but yes. 
The afterlife is not as viscous as 
the Vat of Despair was, but here 
too I am nearly unable to propel 
myself. How does Robert do so? (_ 


My special abilities are derived |I'm still subject to time's arrow. I'm not sure if that even 
from the presence of the | If something happened to me in is an axiom. 


Cartoonist and the comic strip. |*he past, it has still happened to | Anyway, T'm nota 


I'm basically allowed to get mein the present. cuisine-mage but I 
away with things regardless Grammar's arrow в | can keep up with them 
pf whether they have a different story. most of the time. 
a o А, | 
Ma Y 
But only thraugh the 
Almost exactly like. tri is а horrible language Cartoonist's conscious or 
O for stating axioms of temporal unconscious intervention 


1 
J logic. Су 


Triangle and Robert | 7 ,2°2222° it would Pe. — | why do they drift without 


Anyway, Orpuddex is 


In a portion of deep quickly approaching the  |the vessel? Has something 
\ space whick for some bodies of Triangle and happened to the MSG? 
reason is white rather Robert. ^ 


than black... 


It was actually a 
sort of beige, ` 
originally. 


Isee no 
Spacecraft. NN 


— Well? 


Don't worry about 
that. Do what you 
came here to do. 


The MSG entity took the 


I know you left Earth with| 
measurement, not I. 


Triangle and Robert) сш tapioca to reach 


This is it. If you mean to the MSG rocketship. i; 
save them, save them both. : No, I believe you. I was 
If you came here to die, Idid? taking it in so fast that I 
rcd Med me i iut didn't bother to taste it... 
ifteen poin 

Иры 

Came here to die? Fapiocs. 1... yikes. That's 

h Fifteen K 
7| just... wow. 


ae HAT? | 


Triangle and Robert 
Limbs would make this 
stage far simpler. I had hoped| 
7 to grow some for the 
journey, but time 

had run short... 


You would have ended up 
with even more tapioca 
if you'd tried growing 
limbs with the Tetrean 
pudding. 
I am trying not to 
‚ contemplate the 
tapioca. 


This is uncomfortable. 


Hopefully you're / 
firm enough for them 
to stick there. 


oy 


Triangle and Robert | You have no idea just how Is that a problem? 


А dangerous it is to travel T 
Is time of the essence now? thon h space with this Only as a matter of pride. 
А igh spac I will disregard the intrusion. 
I think safety's much tapioca. y 
more important. ^ Will you be able 
F Not really, no. to get them back 
— I will return at a . out? 
low speed. The bodies of the т 
/ Chosen Опе and — Somehow. 


sidekick seem to 
tbe sinking into the} 
| pudding of my 
body. 


o> 


a 
каз ang Robert Ace; Das I don't think he knew how| Being an a 


cient puddic 


much tapioca there was being doesn't 
\Orpuddex is returning to Барчын жиргә, automatically make 
Earth with your bodies now| somecne competent. 


Isn't knowing about 


1 was worried. tapioca sort of his job? 
"A 


Triangle and Rohert Are Dead 
Robert? 


We've been talking to the 
dead sheep for long enough. 
Let's talk to other dead 
things before we have to 
go back to life. 


He does have a point. 
We'll probably meet 
again sometime, though. 


—— 
—7 
From what I understand of 


your comic strip. | don't 
doubt it. 


o 


Triang le and Robert You rapidly change from scene 
to scene due to indecision as 


Тат taking my time. to the current direction of 
e comic? 
That's fine. the mi 
Tit stop 
bothering Probably’ 
you пом. 


IA 


Tell a story, ог go en an 
adventure, or something. 
Just stay away from the 

rest of the strip. 


Hil Is Prozac the Bear! 


So again it comes to this, 


How about the time 1 
|^ saved International 
Marmalade Day from 
well-meaning but 
radioactive 
Communists? 


What are you 
7 talking about? 


That never happened. /— 
So. okay, ga ahead. 


The tale begins where it 
7 ends, in a darkened 
basement warehouse 
mostly devoted to 
storing golf balls. 
Iwas there on an 
unrelated case when 
1 saw... her, 


Hil It's Prozac the Bear! | 1 have my ways. What brings | ang that’s when 1 made a 


Well hello there, miss you this far out of your way? | Witty rejoinder and won her 


“President, I believe?) „— There's a bomb in me heart 
How dii i know? thot will explode if | N 
00 above seu level! 
N 
Note: none of this | 


happened. 


Triangle ana Robert Oh nol What happened? 


I vow to assemble а team " 
ot the world's greatest The hospital... 
doctors to remove the has been 


ud ps save © STOLEN! 
v N 
Oh, thank you! В — 


Note: This still 
didn't happen.\_ 


But first, I've got to visit 
those poor orphans in the 
hospital 


Hil Its Frezac the Bear! | 1 Know you took the hospital. | It was a trap! This isn't the 
Later, on the Dutch Lead me to it or you've hospital... it's Leonard Maltin! 
к | 


space station: N danced your last dance. 
7 
You win this round. 


N 


- Just ignore [Fish does not 
this strip. actually talk.]| Oh, come on. You're not 
x even trying. \ 


Hil It's Prozac the Bear! mwhile, still d 
Line? That was an awful lot of 
information, Triangle. 


Er. 
^ 


ГА think you've ЩАС 
wasted enough can't find the Sixth 
time already. Race though. 


а be 
Triangle and Robert Are Dead Yeah. Too bad you won't Sure. Do that in 


We talked to departed Sentries | remember most оѓ it when this panel. 
of the First through Fifth Races and| you come back to life. One: Puddans. Not much like 
learned a lot from them. But we can say things and Prozac described. Two: made of 


unstructured meat. Three: Poetry. 
Not room to explain that. Transition 


Good idea. N from One to Two is an important 
l story which won't fit. Memo to 
selves: research that story. 
Implications for MSG. 
T should _ 
А learn to 


cook. 


Recappy! read them in the comic after! 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Hub? What are you d 


ig here?| Moments later, after 
Cube has updated himself 
N You haven't read on the situation: 
You awake? the previous strip? 


Okay. I read it. 
Very interesting. 
Let's talk about it 
the morning. 
I'm going back to 
sleep now. | 


that happened? Triangle and | зо, aside from thé initial 


i So 
Triangle and Robert [5° пег Peres ihe reaction of shock, what 
I had this dream last night... archaeological gaps? And t comments do you have? 


No, I woke you up апа | went back to sleep instead of 
told you to read going on a research frenzy? 

the strip. Well, not the| 
~n Sixth Race 


‘Well, it'll take time to sort out. 
It makes sense that there'd be 
an intelligent meat-based 


дар. species predating humans. 

But still! How did| The poetry thing, 
/ Leven fal I'm not sure but 
asleep again? Т have an idea. 


ГИ start looking 
into the tran: n 
story immediately. 


Triangle and Robert | What are you doing now, just 


sitting around collecting salaries 
Cube? and filing things? 


Some of these 
things really need 
filing. 


L think we're all in agreement 

that the RDCLBA's previous 
— — — 7 reasons for being 

lended up counter: 


1 want to do this 

/ peacefully. The 

world needs the 
data you've 


M productive. 


covered up. 


Who's in charge of 
the agency now? 


Good question. 
Тт thinking the 
coffee machine. , 


Good answer. 


I think it's time 

7 to turn this 
place around. 

Metaphorically. 


i Well. you'd have a LEADER, to |  L don't know. Maybe it's 
Triangle an а Robert start with. It's been years sinc because you're not secret 
m thinking you just tne Pentagon anymore thanks to the 


lied and there sti 


turn around and blatantly hasn't been a replacement. Cartoonist. Yes, ( know the 
contradict the agency charter, | That says to me whoever's payroll checks keep coming. 
eee ей temer | above the RDCLBA doesn't | I'm saying they'll keep coming 
care what you do. no matter what you do. 


/ you exist. 


7 ^ 


Triangle and Robert 


That went well. They're 
putting their entire database 
of censored archaeology online, 
and with all that downtime 
spent filing things it's really 
well organized. 


то find out about the fall 

of the Puddans and rise of| 

the Second Race, not give 
the RDCLBA à pep talk. 

Г was hoping the RDCLBA would| 

have something on that for me. 


Nothing in 
particular. 


I thought you were going | That's okay, actual archaeology 


work is good too. The 
Recapulon modifications can 
wait, unless what the Sentries 
wanted it for was urgent? у 
Not urgent at all. 
The Fondue of Four 
Thousand 
Cheeses won't 


be needed for 
some time. 


Dut of curiosity, how does|Do you just end up on fire 


Triangle and Robert 


re-entry work? and try to aim for an \ 
Giant flying Pudding- | ocean to extinguish 
Watcher, you are cleared |Over the countless ages since 1f, or. 

// +9 land. Cr) I last plied space, I have sort 


of forgotten about that bit. The scenario you describe 


does sound familiar... oh. 
оо I now recall my reasons for 
not having traveled into 
space in the... ow... OW... 
this is painful... this is quite, 
quite painful 


Triangle and Robert |Never mind. then. Pass 


Pol smell burning pudding? 
I'm not smelling anything.) «уь. 


УЧ 


me another salt. 


| Are you sure? 
1 good isa 
secure kitchen 
faciity if one does 
nol experiment 
insanely? 


ур 


There's already too much 
salt to even taste the 
noodles. 


We already pat ip. 
the noodles? 


IFA 


Triangle and Robert | until you tell me what the | More salt isn’t the answer. 


Keep them coming. point of this experiment is. | The saltis the first step. 
That was the seventh] MSG was always my most Once the noodles are 
shaker of salt. I'm not] versatile and powerful properly seasoned, | intend 

passing you any more | Seasoning. I wish to to collapse them into a 
N 


regain that level of Bose-Einstein condensate. 
power without it. | 
7 
JP mm. |J; mm | TV 


Triangle and Robert The problem is that you want| 


Mr. Disease, | do not deny | to collapse noodles into a 
that you are one of us. | Bose-Einstein condensate. 


It's people! Tater Fizz 
is people! 


Al 


believe in the existence of | Ard? | ] 
your metamorphic food You're not seeing 
group. N the issue here? 


What is the problem? 
7 


Jj amm. УРУ 


Triangle Robert | There are good and bad times | The factory's funded by 
I was ООШ Cant 1 kid for Soylent Green references. | the comic protestors, who 


. - are vastly better 
Have you discovered anything | organized than previously 


About cannibalism? actual concerning Tater Fizz? indicated in the strip? 
| Sure. Yes, but it's sort of a To start with. 
` between-strips thing. ғ 


PANI LAN E A 


Triangle and Robert | Se we know what the big| I guess if we have to 
deal about Tater Fizz is, | kill them, we have to 
If it's the plan I and it won't matter in the kill them... 
think you're talking slightest! 
about, yes. But now they 


CN SUN PR 


| see flaws in that plan. 


Triangle and Robert | Would you believe | It's not safe to be 
Killing those who learn your | Was kidding again? renting this kitchen. The 


secrets is rarely acceptable. security system could be 
То pre-emptively slay others Not really. turned against us at 
after learning their secrets, \ any moment. 
1 cannot condone. That'll be the moment 
^ they see their electric. 


bill. Do you know ~ 
[rs] what Mr. Disease 
has been doing? 


Triangle and Robert | If this experiment succeeds, MI | How so? If we do not advance 
Are those salt-encrusted| beable to make achow mein |, the state of cocking. who will? 
noodles collapsed into a| Yih almost unlimited storage | They're noodles! You don't 


near-singularity? capacity. compress and encrypt them, 
Why yes, tbey are. I want to you eat them! 
see that! 


It's just an 


That... ы. You've both k 
` is so... опе mad, extension of 
awesome! N macaroni 
artwork! 


Triangle and Robert lam well-trained in seven forms of Durham, semolina, and 


н М pasta. Perhaps this issue will be i 
As the Grain Sentry, I'm | ‘best decided competitively thre four Best мо о 

quite sure I'm more qualified ҮП referee! ree! Eggs permitted! 

with respect to noodles than |. Challenge Time: two hours! 


accepted. 
1 


JT RANTS MN 


Later, at the new databas: 


Triangle and Robert | | m starting to think this i 
i ` hopeless and 1 might as well | Okay. the RDCLBA had FAR 

This isn't really going well. Next | (vy to find a Fourth Race too much downtime to screw 
to First Race artifacts, Fourth | anthropology museum that has | around in. Not only are Fourth 


Race stuff is positively common!| First Race stuff all lined up and | Race museums identified, there 
are spiffy interactive 3D 


There've been four or five conveniently... labeled... 
entire civilizations‘ worth of 7 Okay.change| simulations of them ail! 
archaeology already /— — —7 — — 7] of plan. —/ VA 
done on the X, 3p? 
Puddan sites. 
Yeah. Makes 
Good call. T по sense to 


me either. 


Triangle and Robert | an veu stop watching me? 


No written I е? What kind 
of stupid civilization has no 
written language? I hate the 

Puddans now. 


Try the 
Second Race. 


You're upset. 


I'll go. 


One minute remaining! 
Arrange noodles to be 
presented! 


I'm telling you, 

making me do 

durham wheat 
with these 


constraints is 
unfair! 


Triangle and Robert | dont want it. You set me up! 
Tasting over! Winner is Just throw it out. 


the Grain Sentry! I would prefer that my 
Metamorphic Sentry, The dish is now yours experiment be continued 
transfer control of your to dispose of. Note rather than discarded. 


noodle condensate! relevant environmental 
п regulations, | 


УЖ NE] 


Triangle and Robert | Weare entering anew age of That doesn't mean | 
| really think you're just some sort. I по longer know abandon all common sense 


un А > when traditions apply and and try to build a radish- 
missing the point of cooking.| when they do not. propelled airship. 
It's not supposed to be about| Idon'tlike ancient — | tt was yeast and а rocket, | 
„whatever itis your, | culinary tradition and Бай nothing to 

thing is about. myself. do with that incident. 


Jj -— ДЯ -— ДЯ] 


Triangle апа Robert| We are sentries of food. Food is solid or liquid, to 
Where are the Sentries of Anything you make that isn't] begin with, and it can be 


Vegetable and Dairy? food, you make on your own} handled with only minor 
Don't change the "| safety precautions. 
9 How do you know Iseem fo recall n 


Subject. | that ibis experiment plasma rice cake to 
isnot J the contrary. 


\ ' That was 
\ an honest 
accident! 


Triangle and Robert | I shall allow your attempt to 


Run! 
Seriously though, where are} Chenge the subjectfo | What? | 
the other two Sentries? succeed, this time. The security system's 
Weren't they supposed to I'm really wondering been triggered! We 
be here? where they are. need to get outside! 
N | 


The security system 


[| 
УЫ УЧ 15 outside, Linda. | 


Triangle and Robert | Atleast we have few There you are! Why 
I was afraid the Tater dull moments. are you late? Answer 
Fizz people would use I could use a while running away! 
the security system dull moment now 7 


against us, so | was and then. | what? 
fiddling with it! 
Come оп! . ^ E 
= c ГЕ = 


Triangle and Robert 
It’s my fault we're late. 


1 had a dream about the... 


Linda, what are those 
| things? 
Trying to kill 
us! Come 
on! ^ 


I think I dreamed about 
how I learned the recipe 


for the Fondue of Four... 


Seriously, what ARE 
those trying-to-l кш l-us 
things? 


I found out why the 
bottling plant is so well 
defended! I thought they 
would want us dead, so | 
tried to disable the 
security system in 
advance! | did something 

wrong! s 


v 2 


Triangle andRobert| You're answering my 
questions with questions. 
I've never seen anything 
like it before. Are we 
going to die now? 


Not why they're trying to 
kill us, what it actually is 
that's trying to kill us. 


7 

~ What does it | — ( Just keep 

-= look like? running! 
` ~ N 


No. Ithas a weakness. 
I'm attacking. Support me 
with crumbled bacon. 

Dairy Sentry, 
see if you can get a large 
pat of butter. This thing 
is powered by a potato 
/ battery. 


— т 
— 


Triangle and Robert |yowre going to help him. | Bacon bits! Now! 
The Vegetable Sentry is . 
attacking the potatomech. | It's your fault I can't aim! 
Aren't you going to when we're all I'm afraid! 
^ help him? 


dead! | Then don't 
aim, just 
Are you M 
?: _ sprinkle. 
^ crazy ^ - | Do it. 


Triangle and Robert | I've fought giant robots. | You're the Dairy Sentry. 


We shut it down! АЙ clear! I've fought root You haven't seen the 
/ vegetables. You know I'm] shish kebab I've seen. 
Your aim was good enough.| no coward. But a robot This is the first time 

Why did you powered by a root you've shown fear of 
freeze up? У vegetable... anything but 
How's that yourself. ` 
special? ~ It's so 


unlike you. 


Realized? 


Do you know about the 
Memphis Barbecue 


Triangle and Robert 


What happened? Why 
was Linda slow with the 
bacon support? 


Massacre? 
She was terrified. Only b 
Ohhhhhh. n'y by name. 
(should have think she 
realized. was there. 


А 7 


It was going to be a great 
barbecue festival. | would 
have gone myself, but 
was unable to due to some 
radish smugglers.... The 
Meat Sentry was there. 


There was this 
prev 


Triangle and Robert | The grill was a robotic | Tbe Meat Sentry who was 
It was eight years ago. giant, capable of slain by the barbecuemech was 
At the festival, a new preparing hundreds of your predecessor. The fact 
type of automated grill | meats at once. In a freak that you can fight giant robots 
was unveiled. The Meat | lightning storm, it went | ?!zllis commendable. Hesitance 
Sentry before me was | haywire. the Memphis in battling one powered by 
a guest Barbecue. secre. aside dish is anderstandable. 


of honor. ^ А ^ 
^ 
Ay у ` } 

[rs] Thank you. [rs] 


Triangle ana Robert | There's one thing... t 


I don't think anyone was 
as close up to the killing 
as me and... survived... 
Crying is not unacceptable, 
miss Corne. 


he | I didn't know anything 
about tactics at the time, 


randomly flailing or but thinking back... the 
g machine. was 


misinterpreting polygons gri 
as ingredients... ing far too efficiently 
to be a glitch or chance. 
2 Such a memory strikes 


me as unreliable p> 
and potentially’ 
imagined. [rs] 


thing wasn't just 


Triangle and Robert | The barbecue massacre? | | see. Would you agree that 
| got lost in а self-intersecting) Linda was there? my crazy conspiracy theories 


corridor. What did | miss? Yes. She saw the are usually right? 
Meat Sentry before | Yes, but I'm just 
her die because of a very agreeable 
cooking robot. ry agi 
1 in general. 


A giant potato-powered 
robot. Linda had 
flashbacks to 
Memphis. 


V 


That's most of what | know. 
I think your predecessor 
Meat Sentry was its main 

target. | think the Meat 

Enforcers may have 

been responsible. 


Sentries, 
assemble! We | 


Triangle and Robert| Thats what | was going 
Miss Concame... Meat... | {0 Say. What do you know? 
maybe this is something | All | know is that 


| shouldn't bring up, but the robot was built 


the accident in Memphis... to be capable of 
killing and was 
It was no 


accident! | 
N 


accidental! ,havean ^ 
investigation 


doing it too, 
well to a 
to start! 


Lagree that such an injustice 

would bave the potential 

to be the business of the 

Food Sentries. However, 
we have no genuine evidence 

that anything but a tragic 

freak accident is fo blame. 


Pj У 


Triangle and Robert 
If the Memphis Barbecue 
Massacre was no accident, 
then a great injustice 
relating to cooking has 
been buried for too long. 


I think I can get 
information out of the 
Meat Enforcers, if they 

have any. I'm going 
whether the rest of you 
do or not. 
М 


And | am. | 
^ 


Triangle and Robert 
1 will return to the Locust Garden. 
Enjoy your fruitless quest, 
fellow Sentries. 


ООх 


\ FU 


Did any of you just see that? 


Im following it. 


оо 


2) 


Ab. фе excessively 
mazelike part of town. 
Where this is heading 


seems clear. N 


Yes. The bodies of the 


Triangle ana Robert| Fear me! FEAR ME! 
Iam Orpuddex, former Chosen One and Less Chosen 
guardian of what was One have been returned to 

oox iT once the Pudding Factory arth. 
DU lof the Dead! Why have you Great! Where are they? 
come to this... Oh, it's you. Good question. N 
Hello, fellow Sentry. What? — Y 
And so you're back I believe that I lost [rs] 


^ 
from outer opc d track somewhere 
over Europe. FEAR ME! 


Triangle and Robert 
My entire body of pudding 
burned away in reentry. 
As to the location at which 
Triangle and Robert fell out, 


I am uncertain. 
Bad. Not good. 
N 
; | J 


Relative to the vast astral 
distances I traversed, a 
continent or two is a 
vanishingly small range 


of error. 


The search for Triangle and 
Robert will have to wait until 
the other Sentries give ap on 


their bunt fora X 
nonexistent 
murderer. 


W 


B Elsewhere: 
Talk! 

Any machine capable 
of general meat processing 
is a machine capable of 
kiling polygons. Itis an 

elementary and easily 
= proven theorem. We 
did nothing wrong. 
` 


Triangle and Robert | So you built it knowing | Your type makes 


You created a killer that it could kill? me sick! 
robot! How can you deny| | Yes. It's just Arial Narrow 
responsibility for its Why did you go 12-point. 
killing? through with it? That's not what I... 
1 We created an automated barbecue ' , YOU DIE NOW! 
system. The factthat any such Any sufficiently advanced N 
tool can be turned to N = 


system can be used as а“ 
weapon is a simple fact, 
not our doing. 


evil. Does this mean = 
we should abandon 
all science? 


Triangle and Robert 5o that's what those are for.) Vegetable! Why are you 
Linda! No! | What, you thought | defending this lowlife? 
mod people ate them? 


1 ina ni 
1 invoke a Border of | No, 1 knew that He's not making his N 


Lettuce, which no wasn't it. case well, but І think І 
power of Meat may Ц get what he's saying. 
cross uninvited. Killing him wouldn't do 


any good, anyway. 
^ It would make 
me happier! — 


Triangle and Robert Тт not mad. I'm in fear for my life. So is this a good cop bad cop routine. 


гапо ane or are you justa really lousy team? 
кау! I oot М. the t Who's been Shut up and give 

mad scientist! Now де =e you? me your design 

rid of all this lettuce! notes! 


I hate lettuce! 


vou 
Itis done. Oh, that! 
| { 


i To a conspiracy against 1 refuse to believe that 
Triangle andRobert the previous Meat Sentry? 


Miss Concarne... you've “| she died of something 
been going over that same No! To an so random and t 
page | data for hours. unfortunate but freak lightning! 
к adds up! unforeseeable | Then what, someone 
accident! AIMED the storm? 
N That is what 
I choose to 


believe! 


Triangle and Robert | | just got up to date on the 

A weather-controlling comic strip, and Orpuddex 

mastermind who struck | is back on Earth! Maybe we 

pce, years ago, and ы should help find Triangle | If it's part of the plot, 

Also, who may not exist. and Robert's bodies for | you'll find your villain 
^ 


resurrection. sooner if you help us 
That's our C help the plot. 
suspect!\ \/ 


| want to follow up on 
this lightning control 
possibility! 


Triangle and Robert 


The title characters have 
been missing from this 
comic for toa long. Enjoy 
this previously untold 
story from the fairly 
recent past, which may not 
have even happened. 


Wait! Read the manual 
JX first! 


MEVE! 


It's just a rowing AN 
Robert. You won't get to 
get to have any crazy 
madcappery even without -7y 


the manual. 5 
^ 


That's not a wrench, that's a duck! 
1 guess I didn't need to say that. 
It's pretty obvious. 


i You stil! have that space-time | Robert, keep in mind that the main 
Triangle andRobert problem? We shoud try to | function of the device is to provide 
(flashback continues) upper-body exercise. 
Robert, you know you shouldn't 
have a duck in here! If | say 
the plural of a duck | get 
unstuck in бте! Or stuck in it! 
Tend up in a tight, irritating 


/ Ioop anyway! 


fix that. Maybe this rowing 

machine will help if 
Tassemble it М 

creatively enough 


What better way to do 
that thon being filled with 
angry livestock? 


We've done angry 
livestock before. 


It's a staple. 


We've stapled them 
before too. 


1 don't feel like 
reverse-engineering 
the logic of that idea. 


i At least you got rid of the 
Triangle and Robert Flying rowing machine. animals and the rotating 


(needless flashback, day 3) knives. 
The flying machine I'm not getting on They got rid of 
is complete! N that thing. each other. 
You don't get N 
Rowing machine. onit,you ^ 


| wear it. 


Triangle and Robert Sounds like a win/win/win 


No. I think it's somewhere. 
situation. 
As built, the rowing machine will 


in the triple digits? 
either not fly, fly briefly and crash, | “© Сап! afford to keep Get me a calculator and 
late aviati violating obscure yet our case file. m curious 
or violate aviation vitally important ordinances! 
regulations. 


about the exact number 

now. A good calculator, 

not the one with the burn 
7 marks! 


Do you have any idea how 
many counties have special 
bylaws just to prohibit us 
from ever coming back? 


Triangleand Robert! — rknowthisonelYoucura |1 did that. It stil doesn't match. 


This can't be right. The cardinality pigeon in half! 
of the set of counties we're banned 
What? 
from is greater than the cardinality а 
of the set af counties. 


How are you counting 
Maryland? 


Oh! Counties that no longer 


exist for reasons related 

to why they banned us! 

1 forgot about those. 

It adds up now. 
/N 


Subtract the ones 
that banned us 


more than once. 


Triangle р, we're not allowed anywhere 
gle and Robert in the country that isn't this city, 


So where exactly are and also aren't allowed in the 
we banned? Can you make a map? | industrial part of this city, though 


No map needed. Between | 1 doubt they'll ever enforce that. 


special bylaws, outstanding 
warrants, and that thing 
with the skiar and the 
Zcaltrops. | | 


We can't be effective wacky 
scheme consultants if we can't 
go on location, There must be 
а standard solution to this 
type of problem, I'll do some 
research. IN 
On the plus side, 
1 think everyone's 
/ toa afraid to 
extradite us. 


H N 
Triangle and Robert | okay. should 1 do a quick | AIL the pixels seem to / 
Flashback explaining now [Бе there, or close enouoí. 


While you were engaged with an you found them? Orpuddex, can you draw the 


irrelevant flashback to the initial souls from the void? 
buildup before an insignificant No! 

incident, the other Sentries and Orpuddex isn't here. 

Located and gathered tbe bodies VA No, "Бат you. Where did he go? 


af Triangle and Robert ON 
^ k] 
Pj RS 


Triangle and Robert Begone! 


You're still in pretty bad 
shape, I que. 


Begone! Allow me to regain 
my power in loneliness and 
/ Silence! 
So you can't pull the 
souls of Triangle and 


Robert from the Zone 
of No Pudding? 


I'll take that as а 
yes you can't. 


Brainstorm some „7 
resurrection methods. 


How about the Fondue of 
^ No! No! 


Triangle and Robert | 1 know that. The Recipe 
I don't understand your is where my childhood 
issue with the Fondue. memories should be. It 
That's b wants to be made. Why 
That's bec use can't we just make it? 
wrong with 


4 I'm not convinced the 
П Fondue is 
^ MIND! anything but 
I V | V | evil! \7 


Because the last time 
we tried making it was 
inordinately deadly! 
Even if Prozac hadn't 
gotten into the cheese, 


Triangle and Robert | ust to warn vou, I've | I think they just hate and 
beer reading a bunch of А 
M Remember when I read a early X-Men. fear you, Linda. 


bunch of early Fantastic 
Four and Triangle and That's okay, the general 


Robert ended up flying | populace already hates 
into cosmic rays? 
and fears us for our 


ar unique abiliti 


| 


Yeah. 


Triangle and Robert What if we used Why would you care if 


I guess the Dragon Circles ourse without him? he lets us or not? 
were a one-time item? Good point! 
Do you think Let's do it! 

he'd let us? | 


ОЛУС ДУ 


Apparently. 


Triangle апа Robert| You're going to let me | I'm not going to let 


Orpuddex! 


What? Why have 
you come here? 


/ 


use your portal to the that stop me! 
Zone of No Pudding! 
Of course. You пай N No, something like 
but to ask. Do you that would not 
understand the deter you. 


subtleties of its 
operation? 


What's going on? Сап we get some kind of| Listen! This is Linda 
roll call? There are more | Concarne, Meat Sentry! 


his isn't my bod 
| This isn't my body spirits in my body than | I've pulled your spirits 


Mes Sony. Triangle? 1 was trying for! from the afterlife and 
N Robert? 1 your're all in my body! 
РА This is Triangle Remain calm and identify 
by А Ма а yourselves! 
Hello, excuse me? : NM in Prozac 
^ the Bear! 


This isn't my bus. — BRAINS! 


Orpuddex! Help! 
Let's play with Knives! 


/ | ick we were safer 
— dead, Robert. 


|^ Don't worry, we'll be 
back there soon. 


Рт stiff confused, 


You invoked the Door 
without a proper vessel. 
Exactly how possessed 
are you right now? 
I don't know! | keep 
hearing new ones and 
í they aren't settling 
down for a roll call! 


= I'm Prozac the Bear! 


The Prozac is within you. 
Understand that I do 
this for the good of 
the world! 


Do what? BN 
‚ДЕ 


Er... be completely 


unable to kill you. 
Fear me? 


` 
Even if you could kill 
the Meat Sentry with 
Prozac the Bear inside 
her, it would accomplish 
nothing. Prozac is beyond 
life and death as you 
know them. He is mine, and 
I must deal with him. 


Til take door number е! 


^ 

s 

£uler's number, Of the 
factorial thereof? 


‘Transcendental numbers, 
have factorials now? 


Why not? I'm 
Prozac the Bear! 


л Slay my fellow 
Sentry would at least 
allow for a pleasant 
silence. But no. "0 


The excessive wayward 
spirits must have a vessel. 
My Vats of Despair were 
|such a vessel, but I destroyed 
them and regret it not. 
Another must be found. 


(] 


I am Linda Concarne! 
This is my body! It is 
not yours! 


Who оге you talking to? 


— 1 have an idea. 


— Triangle? fa 


Orpuddex, bring us to the Tater 
Fizz bottling plant and push 
us through the non-orientable 
corridor. That should move all 
the spirits inside Linda's body 

1o the outside. 


| We shouldn't go 
/ back there! 
— Why not? B 


There was a 
misunderstanding. | may 
have overreacted. 


Is the bottling plant 
still standing? 


Aesi That's how 


-dangerous it is! 


I am loath to mention 

this, but the Fondue 
of Four Thousand `| 
Cheeses may help. 


us 
i You did already destroy | What about everyone else In here? 
Triangle and Robert 227 "TP E bel a : 
I'm not worried 


No fondue while Prozac too dangerous. b hat! 
the Bear is in the picture!| About this vessel thing... about that! 
| What? | fam! 
Cheese is fun! What would just putting А 
/ us ош of Linda's body do Fear not, miscellaneous 
Iknow of no 7 with no vessel? dead. Your journey to the 
other spirit. 7 Ican hold one. afterlife will resume. 
vessel available. Linda can hold ^ 


Let us attempt another. — f) f) 
Triangle's topology idea. t 


Triangle and Robert 
I suppose it's decided! 
To the bottling plant! 


Y'm not moving. 


It's not me. Who's in 
charge of moving? 


A What? 
= Vm still confescd 


I didn't even eat 
the salmon mousse! 


What? 
What? 


Monty Python reference. 
Only tangentially relevant. 


баі now for something 
7 completely different. 


Й 


H NEN Half an hour and à / 

Triangle and Robert | 1snal push the immobile | sortuitous taxicab ride 

When an Internet cartoonist makes] Meat Sentry to the site of later, the six Sentries 
a Monty Python reference, it topological perplexity. It | are assembled outside the 
usually means he or she has A should take but a few hours, bottling plant. 


тип out of ideas. yes М к н 
which you will of «| elide. Oh. Not too MN then 
‘And when you use Prozac 


the Bear, that means you've 
тип out of ideas. yos? 


Eliding sounds 


ЖТ a V і 


So when Prozac the Bear 
makes a Python reference... 
Shut up. 


Triangle and Robert |: cours have been counting The coast seems clear. The 
"" the Yi table Sent twici le ii p 
You explicitly referred to | “ть account for traits, plan is m pin Linda 
Orpuddex as a Sentry. Oh, never mind. questionable corridor in 


Iam a Sentry. | WA full view? 


C) | | C) | | We beat the robot. 


We'll be fine. s. 


ур V 


Triangle and Robert | When we drove the spirits | Trying to find us a new 
Where am I? from your body, you fell headquarters. 


over and hurt yourself. You look good, Lind 
We're ina You've been asleep ои look good, Linda. 
T We were all worried. 
hospital room. for days, but they say 
How are you you're healing now. | Triangle? 
ing? . Well, I had to 
feeling 4, Where's Mr. 


до somewhere. 


Confused! Disease? 7 
N 
\ / mum 
mum mum 


It's very easy to smuggle 
food into hospital rooms, 
you know. 


TI try to get you a 
file with a cake in it. 
е 


Triangle and Robert Orpuddex has assured us 
that's a temporary side 


effect. Just ride it out. 


I need some sort 
cf food anyway. 
brains? 


/ feeling? 
You need 
| | Undead. Got any 
| to rest. 


Where am I? 


We're in a hospital 
room. How are you 


Weren't you keeping all 
my parts in ona place? 


| There were rats. 


Triangle and Robert I take it Triangle won't 
be leaving my body yet. 
Triangle... 


m sounds bad. N, We've lost his lower 


We seem to have... __ left "nex gap between what you 
nd ellipsis sounds. A! Ta it? just said and the rest 
| really bad. Pad of this conversation? 


There may have, 
been nibbling. 


Can rats digest vertices, or 
would it have been... passed? 


If so, it was 
incinerated. 


Triangle and Robert | Justa little off one vertex. 
You're evading like Robert. They're having trouble 


Is Robert in there? ААН 
Бретт here? rejoining your edges. 
Robert nin his own I'm no doctor, but... uh... 


body. He's doing well. They're trying. 
So... there "may, There must be ~ 


have been 
nibbling"? some chance. 


Linda? Linda? 


Naturally, 


Triangle and Robert | You might not want to 1 figured that out. Why is it 


Whore am 1? look down in that case! | її a" inflatable wading pool? 
We're in a hospital What do... you... We weren't sure 
room! How are you on what your insurance 
feeling? g would cover! 
WA | The pulsating K What insurance? 
Dismembered. н 
green fluid keeps Play along. | 


^ you from 
dying agai ГАХ 


Triangle and Robert | Don't let the hos; Actually, the rodents are 


и ! " really healthy too, and I'm 
You don't have health know that! They'll pretty sure they don't 


insurance? probably stop treatment! have insurance. 
- А They wouldn't do that here. The doctors here take 
d ташы d This is a pretty good care of everyone. 
ето eee hospital aside from the | | wouldn't trust 
wath Robert? aforementioned rodents. | / them! 
N N 1 know you 


wouldn't. N 


i 1 want to talk to someone 

Triangle and Robert less paranoid. Or a doctor. 
So... about my vertex... 

They're hoping it ў; fine! 

can grow back! 


Hoping? 


EAM 


Are you getting someone else to 
come in here? Linda? 


Miss Concarne? 


Someone? 


I'm too sedated to remember. 
how alll this started. Can you 
give me a jump? 


Triangle and Robert 


‘You know that thing characters 
do where they angrily describe 
everything bad that's happened to | Well, first your 
them in the current arc, ostensibly | flight to meet the 
to vent frustration but really |Cornersheep in Aruba 
just to provide a recap? got diverted by 
interference due to 


MYeah, that's aN the MSG entity 
pretty useful moving most of 
device. itself to 


Antarctica. 


Wow, that was a long time ago. 


Yes, but don't ask 
me how long. 1 
haven't been tracking 
strip time well. 
Weeks? Months? 
Years? 
Yeah, maybe one of 
those things. 
I'm tempted to mention 
waterfowl just to — 
screw you up further. 


Triangle and Robert | Зо we're in Antarctica with no Hypothermia was 


protection from the elements, tryng| — Tesponsible for 


So then the plane makes ап | get to the main MSG deposit so some of it. 
emergency landing in Antarctica, А 
and instead of staying on the | | Сап use the liquor as incendiary |Oh, yes! Hypothermial So we could 
plane and waiting for repairs we | , fuel to sculpt the MSG into а barely move when we got snowed 
ended up having to leave because | None of this really made sense at | on! And then we rubbed speech 
Robert stole the liquor cart instead | the time, but now that | look back lines together to make fire... 
of explaining the situation and its just a solid mass and things just 
asking for it! of confusing idiocy! kept happening! 


What were we 
thinking? N 


Triangle and Robert 
So we make it ta where the MSG 
gathered, and just to make things 
more interesting it turns out that 

it's all actually underground. By 
this point we're so frostbitten 
I've started to think Robert is 
having good ideas. 
N 


Robert came up with a 
revolutionary new mining 
technique which | don't 
even want to think about, 
and we somehow made it to 
the MSG. My plan was to start 
sculpting it into the framework 
of a rocket. Then, | thought, 
we could stand back and 
let the MSG fill in the | 
structure itself and 
be able to launch 
itself off Earth. 


Of course, the MSG entity 
managed to be a vast, nearly 
‘omnipotent доа? and finished 

the rocket with us inside. 
Since the rocket was only 
supposed to carry its own body, 
there was no way out, and by 
the time we managed to explain 
this itwas in space. | 

Does this sound like a 

good time to you? 
Does it? 


Triangle and Robert 
angry. — | 

N А? 

Bad timing by 
serine \ 
monosodium 
glutamate. 


Where was I? 


Ohhh, yes. 
1 

Having ruined any chance of 

‘our possibly breathing, the 
MSG drew our consciousnesses 

into its own to keep us alive 

Then Robert came up with a 
typically rhomboid plan and had 

the MSG let him go. 

As planned, he N 

died instantly. 


Somehow, that nearly made 
sense at the time. | guess he 
was going to do something 
clever in the afterlife that 

didn't pan out, 


I think that brings us to 
Orpuddex getting involved. 
What was he thinking? \ 


That wasn't rhetorical. - 
1 need it explained. 


Triangle and Robert | Ten the MSG tells me Orpuddex 


Orpuddex just had to get involved. 


Maybe if he'd known what һе 
was doing I'd be more grateful. 
He launched himself into space 
in pursuit of the MSG to bring 
me and Robert's body back. 
Very noble, presumably. 


N 


was carrying а sick amount of 
tapioca in his fuel mixture. Since 
the idea that he'd have managed 
to launch without ever bothering 
to taste his own pudding was 
patently Judicrous, | made the 
‘obvious deduction that he 
was trying to atone for 
his various misdeeds 
by committing N 
messy suicide. 


And that's where my own 
stupidity gets piled onto the 
growing mass of other stupidity. 
1 had the MSG entity eject my 
(consequently dead) body and 
Robert's fram the rocket towards 
Orpuddex, so that he could. 
actually rescue us instead of 
just smearing himself 

across space in a 

Chosen One-related 

and thus potentially 
fatal manner. 


Triangle and Robert | Anyway, Robert and | got brought 


back from the dead somehow, and 
I can't remember what happened | we went into what seemed to be а 


in the afterlife. That's your fault, | | poorly-plannad All of Me homage 
remember that much about it. before getting put back into our 
You learned а lol bodies. Or in my case, most of 
Nof things there, my body. 


including things I 
haven't decided yet. 
Me paying for your 
incompetence is a \ 
central theme of 
this comic. 


My left vertex was eaten by rats. 


When is this going to end? 


1 
That's just not fair. 
1 


Vertices do grow 


back, 


don't they? 


Triangle and Robert 


Yes, my vertex will grow back, 
thanks to advanced medicine 
and luck. That's not the point. The 
point is, what else can go wrong? 


\ You really 
shouldn't have 
asked that. 


You. 


... wouldn't... Gare, 


I can't think of anything 
right now, actually. It's 
just generally bad 
practice to tempt me. 


There should be a nurse or 
something in here to check 
on me by now. 


There should 
be, yes. 


Triangle and Robert 


Meat Sentry? 


Yeah? N 
Weren't you going 
то tell the nurses 
that Triangle's 
awake? 


П 
„Not really! 


4 


You need to learn а 
valuable lesson in 
responsibility. 


So you're giving me 
a subplot? 


uu 
No. You're too minor a 


character and don't 
deserve a subplot. Go 
learn a valuable lesscn in 
resporsibility on your own 
time. And get a 
nurse first. 


Triangle and Robert |” Provably go back го plotting 
my revenge against you or the 


revival of the Fourth Hace or 


Hi there. i Race о 
O You're not зоппаі ќа |Smething sooner or later, but. 
Ó very evil. l've been in a good mood 


recently, © 


о 


INSERT INSERT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


What have you been up to, 
aside from the thing I've 


left out of the strip so 
І can make a dramatic 
revelation later? 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert Ne They're more varied now. Yes, but I have no idea what 


and it could have been wrong 

The hallucinations are Do you think that the about it anyway. / 

coming further apart now. one meant anything? May І ask what you're 
| Ае they all talking about? 


Nothing important 


AOA 


Just now, the Cartoonist 
asked the Cornersheep: 
What have you been up о; 
aside from the thing I've 
left out of the strip so 
І can make a dramatic 
revelation later? 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Well, that's been it, really. 
With the HDCLBA archive up 
there's a lot to be done. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


And of course, something 
will go tragically wrong 
and give you a reason to 
go back to supervillainy. 


Probably, but Im not 
going to hurry it. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | I* looks like you're missing Really, it's the fact that they have 


an entire vertex and they're | mein an inflatable wading pool 
trying to grow it back with that hurts the most. Science 
Helio, Tri some kind of green ooze. belongs in big imposing vats. 
N __| Yes, butitsnot N They could have 
I shouldn't stars — | really as bad as picked a тоге ^ 
Its not really ав it sounds. imposing wading 
bad as it looks. pool, even 


^ 


Triangle and Robert | Ard how did Linda pull spirits 1 guess that's a good if 


through the door, when you'd | retroactive explanation. The 
This whole ordeal's been previously gone through it bodily resurrection rules 
sort of inconsistent. without encountering any? need clearing up, though. 
Why the big deal about our ] н Кє manie Figur! 
jos th: I wasn't looking for It's magic. Figuring 
bodies this time, when 
oui them, and the afterlife out the rules 
dead-raising didn't "t backlogged kills them 
need them before? wasn t backlogged. d 


YN N/A, 


Triangle апа Robert| We left some clues for Not particularly cryptic, 
ourselves when the Cartoonist unless there's а secret message 
Have you read the strips from | told us we wouldn't remember hidden in the clear one. 
when we were dead? the things we'd learned, If so, we'd have picked a code 
| we know and the Cartoonist 
doesn't... so all we'd need 
to do is look at it between. 
strips. 


AIA 


That's going to get 
convoluted. How bad 
are the clues? 


I haven't had a 
chance. Should I? 


“The panel in question, 


Triangle and Robert just for the audience: 
| think that rules out the 
steganographic hypothesis. 
I wonder if my line was 
important ora N 
random aside. 


What sort of cooking do 
you think I'd be good at? 
One: Puddans. Not much like 
Prozac described. Tw: айе of 
unstructured meat. Three: Poetry. 
Not room to explain that. Transition 


Room-temperature 
non-magical. 
Heh, I guess I am 
pretty bad around 
fire. N 


from One to Two is an important 
га guess both. story which won't fit. Memo to 
selves: research that story. 
Implications for MSG. 


T should 
learn to 
‘cook. 


Triangle апа Robert] Speaking of Cube, we never Whatever the Cornersheep's 


~ ^ did get to the Cornersheey been up to, it involves the 
"Transition from One to Two. 9 Р | RDCLBA data. Add that to Cube 
Nothing about where to | How is that speaking recently starting to work with 


| Start looking of Cube? serious high-tech, and it stands 
It could be Cube's Ў Right, you haven't To reason that they've been 
could be Cube's 
department. followed N collaborating. N 
| the strip. 


Triangle ana Robert I still have the bronzed We don't have to be sure. 
We're in the title. 


Do you remember the time you restraining order! 
stalked Terry Gilliam because My point is, you tend Call Cube. I'd like N 
you were convinced he to jump to conclusions. to talk to him 
was responsible for the We can't be sure Cube's anyway. 
gathering MSG? allied himself with 


| Of course! the Cornersheep. 


VA 


Triangle and Robert 


Hi therel I was going to bring 
flowers, but then I real... 
Robert, why are you blocking 

my way? 


ғ 


Have you been collaborating 
with the Cornersheep? 
As a matter of fact | have, 


but not on апун 
I didn't know it was him 


at first, just some anonymous 


stranger with an interest in 

the Fifth Race and a knack 

for ancient technology. 
Can 1 come in now? 


I don't think so. 


He wasn't trying to learn 
how to build any sort of 
death ray or anything. He just 
wants to understand who he 
is, in the context of his 
Fifth Race ancestors. 

L don't think he's inherently 
illain. He just had to take 
ic-strip role as an 


Triangle and Robert 


T think you should leave. 
——]1— Robert, | want to 
hear him out. 


your speech 
that? 
IS 


If we don't do it too often. the few that would not involve 
Anyway, tell us about your killing polygons? 
contact with the Comersheep. | That's just because 
Do you realize that of all the | this is a comic. 
technologies the Ovalnaut| | No. It's because he's a 
gave him, he only used comic villain. y 
N is a part he played 
only because no other 
fit his origin story. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Then he should have stopped Identities are hard things 
9 being a villain the moment to change, though, you know? 


He was just a sheep. When he || learned about the Fifth Race. 


became something more, he i Why didn't you tell us, Cube? 
needed to know who 1 guess | sound like I'm Lwas with the RDCLBA 
he was. condoning what he did. for a long time. Secrecy 
EN 1 don't mean to. comes naturally to me. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


They're talking about me. 
They have it all wrong, 
you know. 


o 
o 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


A, 
I think they're 
pretty close. 


No. They're treating my 
supervillainy as a passing 
2 phase, 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


‘SHEEP 


And what is it really? 


it's just те. VA 
СУ хат seasons would 
OQ І have to believe 
5 tha 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 
I didn't come here to talk about 
the Cornersheep, though I'm 
ing to. May 1 see 

Triangle now? 


N 


Triangle! You look g... 
You look... 
Yow. Does it hurt? 


Oh. So. 
Are you okay to have 
a conversation? 


Yes. Pretty much. 
Tell me about the 
fall of the First 
Race and the rise 
of the Second. 


Triangle апа Robert You know meat forms in space, | So the Second Race descended 


right? from aliens? 
Its hard. The First Васе had | — Yes. 1 


no written language, and the Well. before Earth neared rossi Or possibly 
Second left barely anything. the dual lump which ti tite len on A огте 
‘What can 1 tell you?... Weil, marked the end of the ife later, when the 
i lump's effects struck. 
we know about meat. First Race, there were 


N meat storms, ^ 


Triangle and Robert | Nore. 


Triangle! Your vertext Okay, back into the 
green science goo. 
It seems pretty good. Get a nurse. 
I think I can move around now. 
Т can do that. 


So what have we learned? 
About my healing process 
or about meat? 
I was hoping 
for synergy. 
7 


Triangle and Robert | ! т" need a nurse, I need >ES@HQUNLVG.. 


«гла зок 
If the Second Race began as drugs! A68 27:$8'(... 
fallen space meat, and then н :$@&8&*! " 
PAINKILLERS! I NEED T've never lest а Неу! Сап ме 
PAINKILLERS! vertex: so — get some 
really have 
Cube's no idea’ drugs in 
getting v, how much here? 
a nurse. it hurts. 


AN VIA 


It grew back a lot sooner 


Triangle and Robert | than we expected it to, and "Friend Cartoonist"? 
You can't get Triangle excited probably a lot weaker. ‘Trust no one! Keep your 
like that. He needs to stay still |It probably came back so fast laser handy! 
and in the solution for his [because Friend Cartoonist m 
vertex to regrow. Just forgot to keep cropping " 
N it out of the frame. 


(УТ 


Triangle and Robert | | wasnt getting that excited. I'm nat really tired. 


Triangle, we can't get you Its your fault | moved. Press your sedative 
M excited. im going to You were starting to button. N 
Buto A уон an dr get a little worked up.| You didn't draw my 
ее you aroun i 
rest. y N So | should just sleep? sedative button. 
х ^ 
€ u Works for me Press it after 


I leave. 


Triangle and Robert No. Things are making enough | You are wrong, but someone has 


sense for me at the moment. to be for the subplot to work. 


How's the Recapulon project Т know you don't 


You think it's 
coming along? believe me about the | a subplot? 
| tts working. Do you Cornersheep. What else could 
want to do Year admit I could be wrong. it be? 
Three now? 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


I don't know... it still 
sounds awfully abstract. 


No, it's very simple! Taco 
and Clam ore natural 
enemies, competing 

over а resource 
which is a pink 
balloon. 


I'm not saying I wouldn't] and this is in its second 


watch "Taco Versus Clam". 
I'd probably like it. But 
it would never air on the 
TV of пу world. 
Sometimes they 
cooperate in the short 
term so they both have 
better access to the 
balloon, but it's always 
short-lived because both 
of them know only 
one can succeed. 


season ther 


You seem incredulous. 


It just doesn't 
sound all that 
sustainable, 

I guess. 


Triangle and Robert 


Were you actually 
discharged from the 
hospital? 


What are you, 
my mother? \ 
N 
Technically, I 
suppose I 
might be. 


I сап take care of 
my own health 


News to me. 


Is there a point to 
this nagging? 


Just establishing things 
зо it'll make sense when 
you suddenly fall over a 
few strips later. Now, 
what's going on 

in this Taco 

versus Clam? 


Clam's managing 
The world's only ~ 


office supply store 


and Taco needs a 
calculator. 


Triangle and Robert | 22 "tet they do changes 


from episode to episode? 
The world's only office 


/ supply store? Only Clam and some of 
the supporting cast. 
It's just a TV show. Taco stays the same. 
They can take N N 
liberties like that. And what 
N does Taco do? 
And Clam 
manages it? y тосо lives ina ^ 
Just in this episode. Mexican restaurant and 


avoids being ordered. 


What would a taco 


want 


with a calculator? 


І don't know, I've 


never seen this 
episode before. 
Let me watch it. 


N 


Triangle and Robert Thàt ending made... No, those are joke credits 


no sense. 


Is Prozac the Bear a What's the joke? 
то! writer on this thing? They look normal. 

4 That wasn't the. They're in a serif 
ending. N font. It's sort of N 


- BOOM Aren't those the o running qos 


credits now? 
^ 488/08... 


Hooray for Taco! 


Triangle and Robert 
Hey, does your Earth have 
a" Jorge Luis Borges" or 
something similar? 


N 
Yes. He was a 
writer. He often, 
wrote fictional, 
critiques of 
nonexistent works 
instead of writing 


the actual stories 
therein. 


Oh. Not a parallel of ours, then. 


Let me guess. 
Yours was an actual 
literary critic and 
all the books he 
wrote about 

were real? 


I don't think ours did anything 
like that. As far as I know, 
he's just the voice of Clam. 


Well, that was a | 
particularly 
useless 
digression. 


Triangle and Robert 2°: this is why hospitals| Later, back in the 


have discharge procedures hospital 


These are the actual ааш you're not supposed to 

closing oredite now imd you're not supposed tof This is probably reduced oxygen 
git? Because — 7 5 save ы metabolism hindering my mental 
aul the vowslo are AZ faculties, but I've come up with 


the wrong size? a great idea for a Taco Versus. 


I think I'm N 
starting to get 

tne rules of 

“Taco Versus 


Clam" now. 
momo д) Later still: 7 


Clam script. 


Triangleand Robert| І passed out in the middle. Okay, I won't. 


What? What sort of sentence 
| Triangle? ends with "Clam script"? 
You said Don't tell me you're Actually, he 
"Clam script” trying to design a isn't. 


mollusc-based handwriting 
recognition system. 


v 


It was the end of an earlier 


sentence. N ] 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm not going to ask you about 
whatever irritating yet ultimately 
unoriginal and unfulfiling plan 
you have cooked up. I need to 
avoid getting excited. 
It'sa 
boring plan 
У 


I'm not listening. I think РІ have Do you think I can get them 
some more sedatives, too. Just to bring me a typewriter? 
in case you keep talking, | mean. 

You can help me to 
Sedatives for whom? | not listen by not 
asking me things. 


Yeah... either 
way works. 


i Well, that hospital there | Good thing there wasn't 
Triangle and Robert eee DIL e| 8207 hing thers wasn’t 
sedatives. for today. 


>р 


Triangle and Robert Iseem to think I'm 


a bivalve, but otherwise 
I'm sleepy and in great 
pain. 


Where am I? Why am I in a vat 
of... wading pool of... green... 
my vertex? Oh, no. | . 
It's coming back now. This hospital stay 
Robert, you okay? is becoming lengthy 
and boring. 


<> 


I forget why I dreamed I 


was a clam. Or perhaps I am 
a clam, forgetting that I'm 


dreaming of being a 
new flavor of toothpaste. 


Glad to see you're 
enjoying the medication. 


Mintyl 
N d р 


i Right, | forgot | wasn't 
Triangle and Robert | "ао. Must... crawl... onward. 
You shouldn't be standing up. Typewriter now! Need... typewriter! 


The script! Still fresh in my mind! 


The mysterious A N 
“olam script"? " 
—S 


| тасо Versus! < 


(л 


Triangle and Robert | what? No... typewriter! The net's down. There 
Nurse! Typewriter. Taco! Was a memo. 
for clam now! ^ He's delirious! Then just drag him 
Security! h 
We've got a у Bring the net! back to his room. 
° ^ 


l 


Now I'm going to be up all 
night figuring out how you 
proncunced that. 


Not that I have anything 
against gratuitous binges of 
fancy hospital drugs, but we're 
going to need to pay for 
it all when they notice we 
have no insurance. 

No thanks. 
N 


Triangle ana Robert 


They wouldn't let me have 
a typewriter. 


Typewriter e 
Instruments ^ Blunt. 


KS 


No you're not. Have 
some more sedatives. 


К 


Triangle R So, maybe you should think about | or 1 could just start the 
gleand Robert that. Either we could fast-forward | next adventure now, while 


with you and not have to deal with | you're still recuperating. 


Comics generally gloss over 
lengthy between-adventures 


4 d convalescence, or we can get That sounds fun. 
hospital stays and pick up адап | a Couple months of Cartoonist-free | 
when the next adventure starts. peace and quiet That sounds like you need to 
That they do/ look up the word "fun" in a 


| dictionary of some sort. 


Triangle and Robert | What? Robert, you сап T beg your panier? 
barely crawl. 
Pardon me, we have a few 


questions about your insurance. 


Have at thee! Nothing... 
Not without a fight! You were saying? 
B 


= \ 


Triangle and Robert | Of course we have insurance! You can't stop treatment now! 
Who wouldn't have... no. Т need my vertex to grow back! 
You attacked me. 
Normally that's aot а Siren the high-profile natare 


No. Iwas stretching. | of this case and your 


problem, but convicted nae 
professions, a service-in-kind 


You don't have any felons and experimental 
insurance at all, do you? ‘treatments aren't eligible exchange may be possible. 
for fee car. Adventure hol 
р М 


<) 


Triangle and Robert We would like to implement a system 


fer mass production of Stachams. 
This isn't particalrly wacky, bot 
‘ihe Meat Sentry doesn’t do consulting | I'm not sure magical 


and you were the only others curatives and hospitals 
involved... can really mix. 
So you want us to 


Bat you can help us 
revisit a previous oN тейит them? 


<FOkK > 


Things went horribly wrong 
before. The Meat Sentry 
was the only one who got 

anything right. 
And yeu find things that are 
likely to go wrong irresistible, 


We'll take the casel BN 
1 


Ws not lie you have a choice, 
Maybe we do and we're 
just too sedated to see it. 


T don't think we can 
Jet you sit here withoat 
appropriate painkillers, 


Triangle and Robert 
We can't take the case. 
| Why not? 
We're filled with drugs. We need 


to think about your propasal 
clearly. 


[<> 


Why nat? You ware going 
to stop treatment anyway. 


Tet me rephrase. 1 don't 
‘think we could contain the 
ensuing carnage if you 
were to go without painkillers. 
‘You don’t handle pain well. 


N 


What happened to my vert... 
oh. If's coming back to me 
again... when will all this END? 


Triangle and Robert| “е ат? 
1 see how a source of Starhams | Point taken. 
might be important for medical 


1 want peas About your thing. | have a vague 
science. We're not competent to idea. I forget what it is. 
enter into a binding contract I think he was going їо Ii get back to you. 
at the moment, but maybe... say we'll help you a little, 
uh... but can't guarantee Can I have a typewriter? 


| anything. ^ 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Oh 9004, you have a typewriter. | Linda mentioned a "railgun 


Can you take some dictation? rotisserie" as part of her 
Robert? Was | trying to launch preparations. | think | 
figure out how to safely T was working on my know what she must have meant. 
launch ham into space or Script... go ahead. Ferromagnetic spit goes through 


was that another hallucination? 
Probably the first one. 


N 


ham. Ham goes in railgun. First 
build rotational speed, then 
magnetically you're not typing. 


How do you spell 
"rotisserie"? 
N 


iM 
Triangle and Robert | What was that? The signal's You have а cell phone? 
not very clear. Anyway, you'll 
need to hire an engineer or two Come to think of it, no 
te actually assemble it, and you Т seem to have been talking 
might want to file for air-traffic into novelty bubble gum 
permits. dispenser. 


N 


ch | 


Hello? This is Robert. Triangle's 

sleeping again right now, but I 
have his draft plan for a 
ham-to-orbit system here. 


<> 


Triangle and Robert | Oh. Triangle's waking up now. 


You want to talk to him? 
Yeah, Start setting it up on the 
hospital roof, that should work. 


Tell them to set up the 
launch site as far away 
from this hospital as 

oof... possible! 


He sounds mad. Maybe this 
is a bad time. 


Tell them now! 1 am not 
in any condition to flee 
[the inevitable flaming ball 

of meat! 


You mean your mom? 
What? | 

Sorry, I got 
carried away. 


Triangle and Robert 
Meet the inevitable flaming 
ball of fleas? 


Boil the inevitable 
fleam meeting of flame! 


Flame the inevitable bawling 
flea of matte! 


Tame the innovatively 
sprawling sea of fat! 


We don't have a mom. 


Why am I holding 
aphone? ~! a 


That was it. Even if the launch 


Triangle and Robert | Thats what we're usually 
itself goes right the railgun 


talking about. Can you be 


Heh. any more specific? is likely to explosively overheat. 
What were we It needs to be somewhere 
talking about? You didn't want them to unpopulated 


build the launch prototype 
on the hospital roof? 


<> 


Impending doom of | Like your mom? 


some sort? 
M 


/N 


Wow... we are both 


оп way too many 
painkillers. б ` 
1 


I'm not sure if we're having 
entirely the same conversation. 


I'm going to request a reduction 
in my pain regimen. I'd rather 

cope with pain than be unable 

to tell when I'm being an idiot. 


Yeah, half the fun of being 
an idiot is knowing if. 


Triangle and Robert 
My vertex seems to be improving. 
How's your... what's wrong with 

you, exactly? 
People have been trying 
to figure that out my 


I'm happy with it. 


Triangle and Robert | Noton the first try. These things | what? That's concern for 


1 f take testing. Before we get it personal safety. 
1can... deal with this. It's... right, we need to find out how it 
not that painful. Just one vertex. goes wrong. I know. I'll have to be 


ош of three. ГЇ be fine. 
Do you think the. 


railgun design will work? 
у 


extra in-character later 


Right. T'I! call them back o make up for it. 


and make sure they do it 
somewhere other than here. 


SV <> 


I'll be working on my 
script for "Taco Versus 
Clam" then. 


Triangle and Robert 


мауы hould. 
That was a lot of screaming ауре you shoul 


No! No more painkillers! 
Shut up! | don't Shut up about it! Shut 


up about everything! Turn the typewriter 


down. I'm trying to 
stay sane here. 


want to hear you! 


Triangle and Robert | Probably not. What's it about? 
Sorry | yelled. How's the 
script coming aLONG? OW? 


There's no way they'll 
OW OW OW? accept that. 1 barely 
Pretty well follow the show and even 
Want to read the 1 know you can't do that. 
draft so far? 


| Why not? 


[NK ODVNE > 


Taco becomes a cartoonist. 


Taco represents the world and 
Clam represents all the external 
forces that have coma into play 

in the Time of the Oval. Taco 
can't create a comic strip, that 
would break the whole allegory. 


Are you sure there's 
an allegory? 


<> 


Triangle and Robert 
Who said that? 
| таа 
I thought I heard... 
never mind. Anyway, 
yes, I'm positive about 
the allegory thing. 
^ 


So there's no chance of 
them even reading this 
script through, Too bad, it 
was a good story. 
Does it have to be about 
Taco and Clam? Maybe 
you'll find another OW 
SHOOTING PAIN UP. 
VERTICAL AXIS OF 
7 SYMMETRY! 


In fact, | wouldn't be 
surprised if the show was 
backed... wait. "Taco Versus 
Clam is brought to you by 
Tater Fizz." We KNOW 
it's backed by the anti- 
Cartoonist groups! 


H à e 
Red card, invalid ure] why ns. 
Triangle ana Robert EUST шрген. АВЕ 
ЧҮ... wh. | 
1 s Can I appeal? 
Uh... 
You passed out from SN 
pain and spent the, Red? 
last few days У 
twitching 
comatosely. 


That's good. What was 
wrong with you, anyway? 
By the way, the test launch 
failed. The spit reached 
near-orbit, but the 
ham detached \ 
early. 


Triangle and Robert | How are you doing? 


How much longer do | have 


to stay here? My vertex seems I think I'll be 
discharged tonight. 
more or less fine. 


N 
You'll have to 
eee O 
doctors. 


Triangle and Robert 


It seems clear enough from the 
photos. The spit was too smooth 
and the ham slid. 


" Spit" is such an 
unappetizing word 
N 


0 
Qu 


Let's hear your idea. 


Really, a threaded one would 
I'm still thinking. Maybe. 


be best. More of a bolt, in fact. 
That's dull, Can we jazz a second boit, driven 
| it up somehow? through the first balt? And 
BN then stud the ends 
of that one withy 
horizontal bolts? 


1 suppose it's not 
technically rocket 
science. 


| No. 
А 


Triangle and Robert | Must you always pin me down 


Molybdenum! 


N 


Is that in reference to 
the ham bolt or a 
random outburst? 


to single meaning? 


Not ferromagnetic, 
anyway. | think we 
need to stick with iron. 


We need 7 
wackiness. 


Robert, we're already designing a 
system to launch HAM into ORBIT 
with a RAILGUN. 


Can we paint 
duckies on the 


railgun? v 


Triangle and Robert 


It looks good. A bit of 
scarring. bat that should be 


barely noticeable in a few 
years. 


1... guess... 


N 


So, І see no reason you 
couldnt be out of here 
tomorrow night от the 
morning after. 
How long have I been 
in here, anyway? 


It's been a few months. 


Months... oh well. It all had 
1o be done. Hopefully we 
solved the MSG crisis. 


ДАЮ “AA 


Triangle Robert | 1's progress anyway. I'm not А t Triangl 
g'eand the chef, but I think the next Let me put Triangle on 


What? step is developing a 


heat ү 
| eatproof glaze. | Ws need to outsource. 


| Try to get the 
Oh, the ham Metamorphic Sentry 
burned up? ‘on board. 
What? 2 ! 


Triangle and Robert | ! ча under tbe impression tbat It was not a radias, The damage 


this was a paid subcontracting. i i 
1 came, bat surely you meant fo ask bi Pi ntracting. was limited to a single twelve-mile 
forthe Meat Senhry's aid Itis. I's also not work for an Tine segment. 
unpredictable berserker. ' 
and not mine? deae Ml What's this now? 1 
She isn't a friend. You are, ham glaze, not the destruction Just meant in pom 


and what we need isn't of a six-mile radius. me mind not. 


strictly meat N 
^ P \ si УЫ 


Triangle and Robert | ! don't know about that. just do not 


We must not copy the recipes of the | Wish ber to bammer me into 


Meat Sentry, even accidentally. I the ground. 
speak from experience. This refers to a 
Right... the way the food specific incident? 
groups are divided, one 
Sentry wouldn't 


be able to Y 


^ work with \ 
another's 
unique 


recipes. 


The Vegetable Sentry should bave 
known better than to manifest the 
barbecue sauce of another. 


Barbecue... yeah, that 
would set her off. 


PS 


Triangle and Robert | et yet. There bas been no Not necessarily. If Orpuddex assists 


“The situation calls for an incentive for such research. as and luck is on our side it could 
edible ceramic or acrylic. So we're looking at a lengthy take only a few weeks, 
There are edible scientific and engineering And by "luck" you 
ceramics and process. basically mean the 
acrylics? \ BN cartoonist. 


r 


A 1A Ww 


You meddle in forces too 


Triangle andRobert| ^ Were Starbams fo be 
Fellow Sentry, I come seeking | mass-produced, the benefit dangerous. Your plan 
your aid to the world bas the potential would serve to hasten the 
to be great. ] wish to devise a glutamic nascence. Do not 
Gaze not upon me, glaze capable of protecting a think the MSG gone forever, 
launched bam from the and play not with the magic 
of strange salts. 


/ mortal! 
hazards of the upper atmosphere. 
М 


^| Thank you, 
[rs] \ si Orpudder.\ А F 


Triangle and Robert | Robert апа! nave a commission | My financial resources are 


So you're saying if we make to fulfill. How аве wwe pay ойе, and those of the Sentries 
Starhams we'll be strengthening our hospital bills ав а whole are more so. 
the MSG entity. Lunderstand your situation. | 1 wouldn't want you to 
Yes. The risk should Тә antagonize a bospital would pay for us. 


not be taken. be a grave error in your line Nor would [. 


К N 
of work, Nonetheless, if Isan 
^ assist... 
^| We? 
AW » 


Triangle and Robert | Te зоте degree, but if we do not 

Perbaps, though Starbams аге not | valve meats there should be no 
safely available, some otber means of| "8% slutamate formation. 

magical curative could fulfil your 


commission. Startofu | think | should 
Don't all cuisine-magic Stab you now. 
| cures involve > | 
sodium? 


JP УРУ 


If you're suggesting 


No, substitution of meat is not 
the key. Another tactic entirely... 
it seems as though I should 
know the answer to this matter, 
bat it elades me momentarily. 
It's the antiseptic 
fumes. I'll be glad 
to go home. 
4 N 


Triangle and Robert 
May I make a suggestion? 
Only if if bas no connection 
whatsoever with the Fondue 
of Four Thousand 
Cheeses. 
M 


IFA / | 


А This discussion's been dragging 
L war à on for too many strips. Let's 
ets do it. just come to a conclusion and 


run with it, 
What? But fast fine... | 
* That won't happen 
again. It was too 
improbable to even 


happen once. 
УЫ УЫ S 


Triangle and Robert | t'm worried thot I'll have зо me net bad а oli if you like 
be responsible now to ings that go horribly wrong 
That was an interesting decision compensate. I'm looking forward to it, 


you made. myself, It just doesn't seem 


1 know Г regret Ў Agreeing to the $ right for you. N 
it, but I'm curious to Fondue is that bad? This scar’s really 
find out exactly how. bothering me. 


Well, it could open up new Perhaps, but it makes your 
opportunities. world's situation counter- 
intuitive to my audience. 


Triangle and Robert 


It's not that much of a scar. I think I need to 


You could probably pass interject here. Humans It's not really a 
for asymmetric tend to consider worldwide thing 
symmetry И 


( 1 don't want to pass for Lot tho man deliver 


aesthetically b 
asymmetric. pleasing. his exposition, Robert. 
N That's odd. N 


N 


D |^ Т 
i y: з You've done a lot of oversimplitying 
R bi virtue is related to the 
riangle and Robert informaticn content of the| іп this comic, but that glosses 


"Among polygons, it is а | polygon's external shape. | over so much I don't know where 


somewhat commonly held, | “symmetric polygons thus Хо begin. 
but scientifically face frequent 


unsupported, belief discrimination. It should do for 
. plot purposes. 
that a polygon's 
intelligence or N 


Triangle and Robert | Right... might be making bad | "Dis-" as far as Im concerned. 


isi I think 1 get my aesthetic sense 
Where were we before that disent е olherg me, | тоге from the Cartoonist than from 
intrusive but necessary А lather polygons. Also, it makes me 
narrative interlude? Or "refigurement less aerodynamic, 
Fondue and N That part's 
scarring N 


true. N 


Triangle апа Robert Somehow it doesn't feel like You're being too rational. 


as bad an idea as it should. Don't go out of character just 
It's not too late to change your But that could just to sustain conflict. 
mind, Those cheeses take a while be your wound ... Yeah. Иһоора. 


to assemble. \ 


Robert? N 
1 want to go ahead 
with iL | Yeah? 


Triangle and Robert 


We can't be sure. 


No, I'm still against it. Since] I think we can. lam 


you're gaing to do it 


going to inspect the 


anyway, I'm going to make |!&}$ out of every last 


sure there are no 
impurities, 
^ 


cheese. 


"S 


Me too. Still technically 
not enough. The smallest 
traces can ruin everything. 


Hence the !&)$. 
Let's get working. 


V C) 


Triangle ana Robert I can't. Whatever the I can't remember. 
The cheeses are gathered, | reasons for the Fondue, it 
measured, and inspected. | Must be the key to my past. 


Suddenly, I'm hesitant. |was your memory this 


I think we should check 
something before we 
begin the melting. Does 


^ D screwed up before the ? 
Good. Let's stop. first battle against lOrpuddex have a phone? 
7 Orpuddex? 


V €. 


Triangle and Robert 


Shouldn't | have been 
discharged by now? 


Probably. 


N 


I was going to explain 
that time is moving at 
a different rate for the 
Sentries for obscure 
magical reasons, 


1 mean, the Sentries gathered 
the four thousand cheeses 
already... that has to have 

taken rnost of the day. 
Maybe I'm not going 
home tonight, but let's go with 
that instead. Your 
| discharge has 
been 
delayed. 


Triangle and Robert | Well, thanks anyway. 
Is it just me, or has the How's the regrowth 


passage of time been — coming? 


He said he doesn't gain 
memories for himself when 
he eats them. He might be 
lying. 
It was still a good idea 


7 to ask. 
Onward 
to fondue! 


It's just you. 


Badly. I 
would prefer 


not to y 
speak of it. 


Sh, phone, 
Y 


Again I have been Fear not, for my substance | You bore recipe well, 
€reated. I am the Fondue is pure. What is your Sentry of Dairy. For one 


ire? 
of the Four Thousand. UE mortal to bear such a 
burden and suffer only 


7 

Have I done uo P н U relatively mild schizoid 
correctly this before I became episodes is truly 
^ time? who I am? remarkable. 


Now, as to your 
lost past... 


Triangle апа Robert |!'т up for it. So... did it...| Where? Nowhere of 


speak to you? 


Yes. This will also be a 
farewell feast. I leave 


in the morning. 
М 


Hey! You're not dead! 
We must feast tonight, 
lest the Fondue of Four 

Thousand Cheeses 
spoil N = 
uneaten. c 


importance to you. 
It is not Sentry business. 
Whether I succeed or 
fail, we will meet again. 
Eat now. 
S 


Triangle and Robert Depends on what If somewhere's open, yes. 
Is this Fondue supposed to | Y0" “ip in it. Get cauliflower too! 


be giving me esoteric Do | have time to I think I can get. 
knowledge going back to go out and buy more speed powers! 
the dawn of agriculture? kinds of crackers? N 


OA DAY 


Triangle and Robert | Odd. You're actually putting | Ow... so I'll have to narrate 
Out of my way! Get... a scene with anti-Cartoonist the fact that someone just 
back! Back! Don't you protestors into the strip? hit me with a bat? 
people have lives? No, just your . 


\ end cf it. 


r thanks. 


Triangle and Robert You're not making any What was that? 
1 have nothing against уои | Sense. Listen, | don't want Was that a brick? 


people! Do you think | to hurt you. | just want You've brought this on 
asked to be part of the groceries. Leave me alone | yourselves. Remember that. 
/ and I'll leave | 


Bad PR тоуе. / 

you alone. Not like there's 

a choice, 
but... 


^ comic strip? 


Triangle and Robert | ! guess the mob didn't I was hoping to gléss this 


` : í want to let Grain get over, but it seems 
Did you just hear six to through. important now.... Where 
eleven simultaneous let exactly is this whole 
stabbings? At least this time scene taking place? 
N I wasn't the stabber! 


Your incompetence 
continues to startle me. 


N \ 
/ 
17 Actually, N 
I don't know 
either. 


Yes. 


Triangle and Robert | Oh! You don't know 
You don't remember | WHERE we are! That's 
where we are? understandable. 


Yeah, I know we're 
in a public park 
using the swing set 
as a fondue 
‘apparatus, 


(have little sense 
of direction. 


There's no way I could 
ever find this place again. 
I поре the Grain Sentry 

finds his way back. 
That's the least 
of his problems! 
I heard sirens! 


V ] 


Triangle and Robert | What happened to you? | think we have а 
1 can explain things to the right to know. 
police later. Right now | Can we please Perhaps I will be 
need to... Orpuddex? not speak of it? more willing to discuss 


{ Look not upon me! | this later. Is that 
N cheese? 
s 


Triangle and Robert | Even so, the skill involved... 
1 find it difficult to believe |Were mv power over cheese 


that the Fondue was created | "ather than pudding, I still 


" 4 would not attempt a 
and the city still stands, recipe of such subtlety and 


It wanted to be made. | complexity. 


ЯДУ 


You know more about the 
Fondue than the rest of 
us. Share. 
Less than you think. 


Until recent events 
I believed it yet 


another ‘оо 
pointless 
myth. 


Triangle and Robert | You know of the prior Not all of my secrets are for 


The Fondue can be presumed| Races... you know so mortals, polygon. Do not 
to date back to the Second | MUCH. This isn't the time, dictate terms you cannot 
Race in recipe, although I. | but if you want to be one , Understand, 

doubt they ever prepared it lof us you'll tell us everything. No. You те пої talking 
in practice. to me like 


^ < that. This 
oS ends! 
o 


Triangle ana Robert |Did you step in something?| Oh, no. Is that... 


What's that on your 
The Grain vertex? 
Sentry's back! А 
You got alot Never mind. Kindly scrape me off 
of groceries. I'm fine. this madman. 
Need any 
~ ^ help? | 


а 


Triangle andRobert| Нез not a Sentry! He's | ! almost wish that vie were in 
What is going on? our most ancient enemy! my kitchen so that 1 could 
А tell you to get ouf of my kitchen. 
тте отат Бенту He did not step in те, | Actually. will do so anyway. 


He deliberately pummeled ! 
taneous Sentry. me senseless, Get out of my 


kitchen! that didn't 


| | really make 
JA V BV dos 


Triangle and Robert | Tellus all you know of our | Who are you asking to 


We must not accept this history or | Shut up? 
monster as one of our Do you even I DON'T 
number! He does not understand what EVEN CARE! 


P 2 

cooperate in ош you ask? Just... shut. 
endeavors! Shut Or hit. 
What E A "ee 7 

endeavors? z| Q 


Triangleand Robert! — So what's the problem? You're not making 
I don't like Orpuddex. The problem... is that he any sense, 
You don't like Orpuddex.! NO connection to the 


AND we were eating! 


I don't think ANYONE current plotline and Don't let me 
likes Orpuddex.1 don't things are already so stop you. If you 
think Orpuddex is really | i convoluted I have no could pry me 
a Sentry any more idea who to be angry from this 
vertex? 


than you. at about what! K 


H > 4 
Triangle and Robert | triangle, nave you been How? 
It depresses me how horribly peeking at the other That's not important. The 
the Sentries work as a team. plotline important thing is that 
the Fondue not be 


What? The Yes, I have. allowed to spoil 


Sentries? Really? 
^ When? ` 


Triangleand Robert What? Are you deliberately derailing 


І me for some sort of 
Waiting for an official forget what | was » 


hospital discharge is important. saying now. 


Hooray for Hooray for Hooray for of 
discharges, be | whatever it course not! Ў 
they thick or was you were 
thin y saying! ©, 


half-baked plot reason? 


Triangle and Robert | There are too many of them, 


their stories make no sense. 


i duh MN without artwork, and it always 
collapse and whatever. The degenerates into infighting 
Sentries are better off 


not intersecting \ N 
the comic. 
Huh? 


Listen. Let the cheese thing 


Let them solve their own 
crisis and let's try to keep 
the comic focused on its 
core protagonists. 
You're jealous! 
That's what this is 


about, you want more 
7 screen 
time! 


" DS 


Triangle and Robert| : see a way to let you Three weeks later: 
deal with the Fondue . 
Зоте things are more important cal owl е Fondus Hey! Strip's back onl 
than the comic being any good. without stretching ont 
That fondue out there this mess any further. | Can it wait? m not 


could do incalculable Go on in the mood to recap 
damage if left uneaten i the past three weeks. 
for toa long. | 
^ A 


Triangle and Robert | What, we should just leave the 


resolution of the past few subplots 


It's been a very eventful three |а complete mystery to the readers? 


weeks. We can bring elements back 
1f you recap it all, in when they're 
the comic will be actually needed 
even worse than IN 


if it had y 
ali been 
included. 


This is an entirely new facet 
ot your irresponsibility. 
I'ma complex, 
evolving character! 


N 


Triangle апа Robert Sounds good. 


Don't you think we should at Look alive, client 
least explain why my scar approaching for wacky 
is gone and where scheme N 


the Sentries went? consultation! 
No. 


Triangle and Robert | Robert |stil don't understand | Let's go over the terms again? 
what the case is. 


You want us to what? . . You'll be paid when and if 
We'll take Neither do I. That's the plan is successful and 
the case! why we're. the marbles have reached 

4 taking it. Cancun undamaged, 


provided snorkeling is 
N not interrupted. 


Triangle and Robert |. | think we'l hit the Mexican Consult, yas, but why are 
border in about three more hours. | we the ones doing the actual 


Are we there yet? Why are we doing this again? smuggling? 
You're the one driving, | It's our job. There's Because it's a 
That doesn't mean a wacky scheme, road trip. 
I have any idea we consult on it. 
where we are. у x 


IA VJA 


Triangle апа Robert This is easy. Look around. This terrain is 


\ Driving a van full of Easy? | think we should perfect! 
marbles tc the Mexican just turn around and What about it? | 
border: get someone else to Don't you remember that 
That's too many police. make the crossing. Hungry Hungry 
We can't sneak across. Someone less wanted. Hippos module?) 
7 | Hey... that ridge 
‘does look 


just right. 


Triangle and Robert | уси poke them to dislodge You're looking too many 
them from the van, you will ba moves ahead. 


caught in the ensuing cascade, | опе is too many? 
impairing your capacity to 


The marbles are packed run past the police. This is a wacky 

in there tightly. I need scheme, Triangle. 
something to poke X, We're consultants. 
them. Consultants 

| | (plan things. 


‘Atop a ridge overlooking 
the Mexican border: 


Triangle and Robert | However, we must do this $ 


from a well-chosen position 
We need to release the marbles | so that the ensuing WHAT THE 
from the van, rolling them down | GENERALIZED HELIX ARE YOU |Youwere bogging О Ч 


the ridge such that they divert DOING ROBERT? down the plot. Су < 
the border police and RUNI о 
таке it into Mexico 
with us stealthily 


^ following. 


The important part is 
that we'll be going faster 


Triangle and Robert 


See? There's no problem, we. than the police. New plan 
can just slide right through the. N 
border! Excessive. Barbed wire. Yes? 
С 


numbers of marbles 


are fun! N Uh... i hadn't 


noticed that 


there. ` T don't 


have one 
yet. 


Maybe for you. I 

don't have a side at 

the proper angle for 
this. 7 


Extremely poorly! Grab on! 


Triangle and Robert 
Barbed wire is not on 
the things that go away К, 4 | am not made for 
when ignored list. A sixty-degree slopes! 
T know that! 


I'm thinking! 


Are those your 
speed lines? 
Clever, huh? 


No, they'll go 
away when you 


Poorly! slow down! 


Barbed wire isn't so bad We'll probably be unconscious 
for most of it anyway 


Triangle, it's the waiting 


Triangle and Robert 


Last time, we left cur that's the real pain. 

heroes sliding down a d . 

sheer slope covered in IM ГОЙ And wake up in yet 
You're an idiot another Mexican 


towards а barbed- 
jail? I say to you, 


marbles 
Impact velocity, 
"No thank you, sir!” 


wire fence, and possibly г“ 
their dcom. Robert, impact 
velocity! 
Stop prolonging it! 
No! Keep Z 
prolonging it! — К< 
| Co (XC 


Triangle and Robert | Right now, two members of 


the Seventh Race, an 
‘It's a complicated story. equilateral triangle and a 


A universe made from rhombus, are careening 
butterscotch pudding and | towards a barbed-wire 
staffed by incompetent 


fence on the Mexican 
border, for reasons best 
glossed over. They lead 
complicated lives as 
improbable as their world. 


gods... an unending cycle 
of civilization after 
civilization, each 
thriving for an allotted 
time then swiftly 
falling as the next 
swiftly arises.. 


N 


You know... I think I'll 
just get rid of that 
fence. They're due for 

something good to happen 
to them for a change. 


No. Put if back. 


What? 


Triangle and Robert 


Make up your mind, 


Triangle! 


Oh, it's made up. 
OH BLEEP 
| FENCE! 


THWUMF 
Hey! 


N 


You two! This is the 
immigration police! Lie 
flat on the ground and 

don't move! 


Tthink they're ahead 
of us on that one. 


| ` 


Triangle апа Robert| Why were they teving to | Do you think they're dead? 
get marbles past us? 


Do these guys look MM Achill. Tos hat I 
familiar to you? Todlit he surprised if think Lid. Triangle may 
they're е same marbles ave never really ben 
They're Triangle and from those antiquities alive until today, 
Robert, You nov, the museum robberies. ^ 
comic? You watch too | You and your babble. 


much tme 


Tria bert | Ihe same could once 
nalang be said of Ihe Chosen 
The Pudding-Watcherhascast | One. yet ne has 
his lot in with the Seventh Race. | "'anged much. 


РА 4 


He is ours. His Trivialities. 


choices are of \ 
no relevance. 


N 


Тат in disagreement. 
With the Watcher, the 
Seventh Race threatens 

to spread outward. 


4 


What we will is. 
Always. 


By 


i On the plus side, at least we 
Triangle and Robert| we could have woken up in gor “the sort of medical 


Yay! Consciousne. а jail like this without leaving attention I'd expect from 
All that trouble and we home! I feel ripped off! an understaffed Mexican jail 


didn't even get thrown ina WARDEN! N | 
Mexican jail? Where, 

is the Squalor? \, 

Į INI INI 

" а а 
Ө S © 
8 8 8 

s 


Triangle and Robert | Before we question you oficial, there were 


Yate avake a couple things [was wondering about 
. for myself. 
Tam. He Ah, the "real interrogation 
Z isn't. isn't starting yet" 
Z technique. 
RI 
в © 
а 


S 
МЎ 8 


No, not about the marbles... about the 
Cartoonist. And the Beforings. 


Can T get a corrupt 
Mexican lawyer 
first? 


What? I suppose. 
1 


Triangle's more qualified on this, 
but let me see... 
Yeah, wait for Triangle 


Triangle and Robert | отел dificult rhombus to understand. 
Where's your lawyer? Itry. | 


Under the table ina 
pool of his own vomit. | 7 Vat can youtell me to wake up. There are 
пзш a couple ways їо read 
Oh. Do you want about this Beforings. 
a д this, depending on 
another one? strip? 
n $ whether the Beforings 
g No, I’m good. S knew they were in 
а а усо 9 ) the comic, 
8 8 8 


Triangle and Robert | 3° Triangle can command the Cartoonist. Because the Cartoonist 


So tel metis. the fene. Гене | Wow. No. Not even clase. decided it would, 
Cartoonist unereate it, didn't I? You're just... so... wrong. | Because Triangle told him to. 
And then Triangle told | Then why did the fence He doesn't have to 
him to put it hack? come back? obey Triangle. 
Yes. Don't He made a 
59 Nask me why. IS ! © choice. 
в в в + 
He would 
want you to 
$8 SS SS / think that. 


Triangle and Robert| we | not dead? The marbles were a lot more 
valuable and a lot more stolen 


Triangle, you might want to Not even close. than we were told. I think 
consider waking up now. we can cut a deal if we 
The plot wants you. vat s odd. So 


И help them find N 
N what's the plot? whoever it was 
that hired us. Į 
"More % 
stolen"? 
S V 
M SS 


Triangle and Robert | We had no idea the marbles 


Oh, you started a Rube 
were valuable antiques. We Goldberg machine. A Rube 
hadn't heard anything about Goldberg machine... called 

robberies. We thought we were JUSTICE. 

You de the talking, just sneaking a large number You probably should. 
ot marbles into Mexico 

N to start some sort of 
Rt Į 


thought about that 
metaphor a little 
giant Rube Goldberg P ; 


% machine. gQ в qn © % 
g & Ө g 
% 02 R 2 53 


i The real criminal in this 
Triangle and Robert is the polygon who hired 
We had no idea any significant us as unwitting pawns. 
felony was involved. Evading That's who you want. 
police is just a standard 
element of a wacky 


scheme. 
| © в © 
S 8 
b 
wo ES so ES 


And his brother, who's an even 
bigger billy goat, is crossing — 
the bridge just behind him, 

am I right? 


Now that's one. 
hard-boiled «, 
assistant DA. 


Triangle and Robert 


Final offer. You point us to your 
employer AND help us catch him 


AND testify against him in court, 
and you get a fine and 
suspended sentences. 


INI 
a в 


ya \8 


Deal. 


Deal. 


What, no reluctant speech about 
the sacred duties of wacky 
scheme consultants to clients? 


The thought of us defending 


professional ethics is 
hilarious. 


IN 
s 
BB 


II 


SS 


E 


Triangle апа Robert He'll want to cut his losses. We can't leave the country until 


We've got a crook to chase, |20116 9f the marbles must this is cleared up. How do we 
got a ст ase. | have made it past the fence infercept the pickup? 
How do we find him? into Mexico. Maybe he'll ) 
We have to assume һө | try to pick them up. _ We don't want to 
knows his plan went intercept it, we want to 
wrong. track it. We don't need 


to go in person. 


] 
à à < % 
И? 8 Mu 8 Mu 8 


Triangle and Robert | d when someone picks them up | The marbles emit mutagenic 
We roll these decoy tracer marbles | 9 Саг watch their movement | radiation strong enough to be 
along the same route as the on this tracking screen. detectable fram space 


original marbles... 


T see! How does Nice. 
it work? N N 
O а O а 
" ж ar 
of. £2 EI g EI g 


Triangle апа Robert Those radioactive tracer No, they also gave him cancer. 
marbles gave the perp superpowers He's not going anywhere. 
Well, it turns out we won't be and he went on a spree. 


needing your testimony. Oh. So you'll need our Oh. I guess 


On? help catching him that works out, 
/ instead? sort ot 
2 | 
9 % % 
8 $$ 8 5 8 5% 
9 9 e 


i I'm happy with installments. Only if someone happens to 
le R 
Triangle ana Robert Any other loose ends? stumble across a leftover 
Is the adventure over? 


Well, we could try to Is mutagenic radiation a marble and pick it up, 
make enough money to loose end? \ which someone will, 


pay the whole \ 50 yes. 
fine at once. 


Triangle and Robert 


Still no word from the Sentries. 


Odd for you ta care. 


I've been craving Chinese 
food, and Mr. Disease's 
stand-in chef just isn't 


the same. \ 


Ah, trivial self-interest. 


Plats have been founded on less. 


The Sentries are fine, 
Robert. If they neaded 
help l'm sure I would 
know. I'll see about 

buying a wok. 


Bl 


Triangle ana Robert ow: Next strip: 


Earlier today: Robert! What part of wok shopping | There are no woks on the 

I'm shopping for a wok. involves stampeding cattle? | moon, Robert. Why are we 
Do you want to come ‘on the moon when the 
with me? The best objective is to purchase 


Sure. part! S a wok? 
5 1 Be quiet or 


` you'll мак 
= the baby’ 


Triangle and Robert |! thought you gave the baby back! 


There are no woks on the 
moon, Robert. Why are we 
‘on the moon when the 


objective is to purchase You and your | 
a wok? y wildlife hoarding. 
1 Be quiet or 1 
you'll wake 
the baby’ 


That was a raccoon. 


Not to needlessly 
alarm, but haw are 
we still breathing? 


| Artistic license. 
1 don't like that l 
answer. Change it. 


1 1 think you're right. When we We know it's Earth because. 
Triangle and Robert were on the moon before, | the stars would be different if 


We are breathing sensed dairy products nearby. we'd gone far. And it's night. 
So where аге we? Assuming we're 


Maybe this 4 NNNM 1 outdoors. N 
isn’t really Tm thinking. True. 
the moon. 


Yes. 


i à 
Triangle and Robert | ^s opposed to abandoning A short time later: 
We won't get any answers here. it? Yes. Triangle, I don't think this 


Let's start moving. is a baby. | 


Don't tell me it's 
Should we bring 
the baby? another raccoon. 


N No. I think 


A it's Prozacy 


i That doesn’t make any sense. | Robert, he's a being with 
Triangle and Robert no continuity. There's no 


How could this have happened? | and that would stop. ло сотіпийу, Теге по 
| How could what? Prozac how? massive dusty planetoid that 
This isn't the тооп. N But beingay we {nawertently landed 
This isn't even Earth. planetoid isn't, - | T hope 
This is Prozac the his MO. you're N 


7 Bear. paranoid. 


Я М d 2 
Triangle and Robert | Its only purpose was to get us Hil I'm Prozac __ 


into the rocket and keep us from 
steering so we would end up... the Bear! 
here. 
T still don't get 
where we are. 
N 


The baby's gone. I mean... the. 


The prop. 


Told you. 
^ 


{ | Growing to the size of a small 


Triangle and Robert | апе ana marconing the пе Im Prozac the 


Normally, when an annoying characters on itself... | think А 
one-note character takes over Prozac the Bear has some Setti n | 
а story, i's by gradually serious misconceptions. g: 
getting bigger and bigger. Tt could That establishes that. 
subplots until they crowd, still work. ` 


Now what?, 


out the original stars. X 
| /N | 


Tiere: ОБОЙ | What would convince Prozac 


Ignoring him isn't going to 
work this time. If he loses. 
interest we'll be left 
floating in space. 
Which we've 
done once"; 
already. 


the Bear to let us return to Earth? 
He can't be reasoned with, 
and as far as I understand 
he can't be | 
fought. 


Triangle, this violates every 

established principle of the 
comic, but out of desperation, 
Earlier, border cop theorized 
that you actually had 
the power to command 

the Cartoonist. М 

Thats 


stupid 
2 


THES! Prorat ЁСЕ НД! | Maybe the Cartoonist is the best 


Cartoonist! Make me a sandwich! | aY out of this, though... We 
V have no actual power over him, 


но. but at least he sometimes passes 
for reasonable. 


Prozac is a manifestation of his 
incompetence, If Prozac is the 
size of a planet, thẸ Cartoonist 


has absolutely no Неа where 
the story's goihg. WA 


Satisfied? 
Except when 
i Prozac the Bear PUNCHLIN LZ 
guess., is involved. У 


ri Maybe he writes our dialogue. What? 
ҤКГ@ПӘЕәлк& RRB trom тогот part of himsel 
The Cartoonist has to write us than he uses for plotting. 
saying things, so in theory we cant| | Maybe he knows exactly what 


Maybe 1 Know that 
she's been untrue, 


give him any ideas he he’s doing and this whole but what can I do- 
didn't already have. plotless twist is to make а соо? N 
But we can still try. deliberate point. Now scaling 


| edet tn tt tes issues? 
(S cheating, H | 


CIS CIO CIO 


Perhaps external help will arrive. No.... | was thinking more like Weird. Га assumed that was. 
the Sentries. [it 
Characters from Marvel. ^ EE th - Just a glyph replacing the tite. 
comics who are immortal Why's there a mini-Prozac Glyphy glyphy 

due to in the corner? К А 
> That wasn't 
"аре a punchline. 

І 


A A A 


So, guys, what do you want 


to do? 
тобо? | 
You're really You aren't 
that oblivious, one of us, 
aren't you? Prozac. You 


| never can 


ALO 


Of course І can! I'm the most 
popular character in the comic! 


The universe 
is not the comic, 


Tguess youre V T5 the 
foo much a more than 
comic-bound the comic? 
being to grasp i 

that. 


Robert? 

What if the comic is all 
there is, and the notion of 
an independent universe it 

intrudes on is just an 
invention of the Cartoonist? 
What if Prozac is as real 
as anything else we know? 
think it'd be more ! 
'aracter for me, 


[Xe ask those 
questions. Can | 


take over? 


You're right. My characterization 


Triangle and Robert | From only the current state, 


no inductions whatsoever is off. This could be expected, 
The comic makes the claim that can be made. given the sustained proximity of 
on eas constantiy happen That? Normally you raise Prozac the Bear (although the 
fi-panel, ps, a completely trivial point or question of whether Prozac is 
without baing referred io at all. | try to change the subject, the cause or a symbol of the 
to та eptihis M еп not engage in the discussion cause is open and possibly 
д in good faith. undecidable). 


that our own memories are 


7 subject to the | This cannot be good. 
AX Cartoonist? / \ ^ , 


Triangle and Prozac the Bear 


Robert! Stay in character! Focus! 
On something irrelevant yet 
internally consistent, | mean, not 
on the current 


Less plausibility! 


A tortilla that size would be 
difficult if not impossible 

How about à | to engineer, and the interior 
pony burrito?! of the pony would surely 


You fry a ba undercooked. Я 
whole pony, Pay attention 


and wrap it 7 to mel 
in a huge 
tortilla. Oil-filled 
1 pony. 


A 1 


You could make them out of, say, 


Triangle and Prozac the Bear woven wheat? 

You stay out of this, Ignoring me won't That would negate the 

Prozac. We're trying VA make me go away. essential tortilladom. 
to have a | y Okay, pan 

conversation As for the | We're notigno у, pi y 
and keep tortilla, you, we just d fajitas then. 
Robert in maybe brace like you. Sliced thin. 
character. ау ^d 1 

it wit Edible girder: Sure, 


A urere) X х N 


Triangle and Robert | Were stil no closer to escaping 


and Prozac the Bear! 


LD think I'm 
back in 


character. 


=) 


A 


this nonsensical Prozac world. 


Oh, we're escaping? 
How do I help? 


NEN 


We're escaping FROM you. 
Right? 


I know how you 
can help. Look 
over there and 

count until 
you reach 
negative one. 


Triangle and Robert |е. four.. Wait, I passed) it was never funny. 


How long do you think negative one? Now T 
that'll көөр Prozac have to start all over! Then it can never stop 
distracted? being funny! 
n Until it stops 
2 being funny. 


N = 


AOA 


Triangle and Robert| doen't ask me. Tf I think too | If this planetoid stops existing, 
We're ge to the rocket, but hard T might go out of gravity should pull us back to 
ў character again Earth, and in here we may 
what about fuel? On this bleak | avo a vaque chance of cu val. 


Prozac-created world Idea! Bad idea, but... 4 
there is none to let's get in the rocket, We get to destroy 
be found. a whole planet? — 


1 That's better 


thana 
pony! 


1 We can't actually do that. The If 1 could tell you, the Cartoonist 
Triangle and Robert Cartoonist is the key here. would already know and would 


1 realize destroying this planet-like | prozac is what happens when he | Probably be doing it. We need to 
Prozac the Bear construct in Some | ^ coast know where to take figure something out. 


sort of giant fireball or something the plot. We need to give Con we fig 


istyir ure 
would be very satisfying. the story a direction. out a ranchero, 
/ Bu? Like what? sauce for У 
` ^ X pony? 


Triangle and Robert 


It's an important distinction, | Okay. Why this obsession with 
Why inis obsession with making you know making Tex-Mex food out of 
Mexican food out of pony meat? | You're not answering pony meat? 
my question. Now I'm not answering 
Tex-Mex. really. I'm clarifying your question. 
Well, yes. N your question. 
^ 


N 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Thats nota loose end, thats I'd say I don't like where this 
А just a random obsession. Good is going, but I actually do. 
There aren't really any loose ends | sigekicking, but it can't really 


to pick up a plotline from, move a story forward. Say it anyway, cliches 
unless the Sentries come back are the lubricant in the. 


into scope. Oh, can't engine of plot. у 
What about it? \ „1 don't like where 
the pony \, this is going. 
loose end? 4 


Triangle and Robert 
.-50 you see, once we get 


back to Earth we can start a 
pohy ranch and the comedy 


(and cute-animal-rights 
protestors) will come 
tous! N 


What was the first part of 
that sentence? 


AX 


There wasn't one. You just 
stuck an ellipsis on a sentence 
fragment and put it at the 

beginning of a strip. 


Don't ruin 
the magic! 


s 


Triangle and Robert 


апа it turned out | was holding 
the thing upside down the whole 
time! 
See? Entering on 
the middle of a. 


sentence is funl 
\, 


Not really. | feel like I have to go 
back and justify й now. 
Do you go aut of 
your way to be 
boring? N 


Sometimes, yes. | don't think 

being stranded on a nonexistent 
planet is a good time for 

unproductive zany digressions. 


Nonexistent planet? 
Well, right now it 
exists. Nonexistent 


in general. 
7 


Triangle ana Robert Can't you multiply it? | Yeah, regular fish don't work. 
I think I have an idea ^| That only works with | What's the difference? 


for а plot now. loaves and fishes. 1 think there's a special 
Can it wait? I'm hungry. Fishes? kind of net to catch them. 
We have only у 
traces of food. 


^ 


Triangle and Robert| © back to the line of | Whatif we DONT go back 


discussion you were on а | to that line of discussion? 


We need to get back to Earth bit earlier. I know . " 
before we can eat, and to do exactly where to head, I'm hungry, Triangle. 
that we need a plot. but it'll work Do you have a specific 


better narratively 
if you trigger it. 


point to make or 
are you just being 
difficult? \, 
Yes! 
| | ^ 


Triangle and Robert | You know what T meant. That's | We were talking about 


more like something I'd say. the issue of whether 
Where were we? any “outside the comic” 
Our characterizations aspects of the world 
In а small rocket N are both weakened, not really exist. I was taking 
on a planetoid that they were ever an overly skeptical 
manifestation of particularly strong. position for purposes 


Prozac the Bear. 


1 of debate. 
4 ^ Our lower, 
vertices 
still exist. 


If we accept that what is directly | distinction between 
events depicted and 


Triangle and Robert represented by a strip is true, 
then the question may be asked: | events referred to? 
Itwould appear that in 


Having defined the problem, wa 
Given the comic's tendency toward 
the case of explicit 


now take a more positive tack. 
1 We do? minimal and referential 
Well, Ido. |guess "V representations, is references, there can 
you make intermittent there any real be none. 
“comments. 1 Hey! Leave 
зоте гост 
in the ~ 
panel for 
ту 
comments! 


Triangle and Robert | see events are implied with 


Three problem categories exist. 
Some events are mentioned in the 
strip, but at a lower level 
of detail than needed to, 
actually define them; 
! Semicolon... 


N 


no description at all; and soma 
time gaps exist for which no 
events are given. 
One might posit that the 
first two of these cases, 
involve a sort of 
superposition of 
realities... 


л 
ellipsis; 


however, one might also posit 
that the events have in fact 
occured in a specific fashion 
which has simply not been 
pointed out. How best 
can this issue be 
resolved? 
V T was hungry, 
pow I'm bored 
and hungry." 


But the strip has SPECIFIED 
that we know things the 
Cartoonist doesn't know! 


Triangle and Robert] We know we have our own 
memories of events, right? 
Let's cut to the chase, 


idiomatically, I don't think — | No, we think we do. 
there's on ашы chase We might be imagining Remember when we lost our 
pending the presence of memories, memories? — N 
An excellent and only actually Rephrase that question 
unnecessary remembering when the before it hurts someone. 


clarification. strip specifies the past. , 


Я 1 


the Cartoonist's failure to come 
up with а decent story... 
Where do 
we start? 
The wok. What came 
before is for the 
Sentries to tell, if 
they return. 


Triangle and Robert 
You know, this whole 


So... the strip has explicitly н 
stated that unstated events Prozac in space incident 
can be traced back to 


occur and that we remember 
them. Does this mean unstated events. If we 
that such events have state them, maybe 
the same standing as, the Cartoonist will be 
stated ones? able to dispel Prozac 
^ the Bear. 


Sure, why пої? If Prozac is a manifestation of 


Triangle and Robert | You wanted Chinese food. | By the time I realized there 
decided we would purchase a wok. | were no good woks there, you 
Recap yields new plat hooks, lw set out to а nearby department | паа somehow started a 
new plot hooks yield story idea | store Once there, we realized |сайіе stampede. Is there any 


not using Prozac the Bear, ‘our debit card was chance you can explain 
Prozac's dispelled and on empty. I went in that? 
we can eat. Go for it. to pick out a wok while, There's always 
N you went to an ATM a chance. N, 
Чо transfer, 
7 from 


savings. 


Triangle and Robert | Rebooted the cattle stampede? | One-word answers mean you're 
Well, the ATM ^t worki | That's just silly. not telling me something. 
о тле ТМ wasn MTN: | How did you "reboot" 
So you started a 


cattle stampede. заа АТМ? ; 
Logical. 'ower-cycling. 
S 


No, I rebocted TA And те cattle? | 
| What cattle? 
| | у 


Climbing а nearby utility 
pole and power-cycling 
several city blocks. 


Triangle and Robert | One brief power outage and all | Do you want to hear about the. 
here were сано, We were the traffic lights and railroad cattle or don’t you? 


i ignols get That" 
fleeing them. signals get scrambled? That's | think | can piece 
Oh, those cattle Just bad design it together from here. 


Blame the city. But it was your ` 
I'd rather blame you. У power outage. 
A /\ 


Triangle and Robert That's what spilled out of it. | People were being trampled. It 
You came back out of the. But surely... never mind. was a disaster! 


department store just moments | That brings us to the That too. 

after the cattle train collided Panicked fleeing. And now, in 

with the trailer full of That was fun. hindsight, the baby 
scrap porcelain. N B 


carriage makes a 
Scrap little more sense. 


porcelain? | | ^ 


i The carriage slid to the side of the | Yes. Some sort of large 
Triangle and Robert | Rad worried about ne possible | indeterminate lot was fenced off. 


Fleeing the cattle as part of a large | baby therein, we ran to it and saw | and the baby carriage was right 


crowd, we saw a couple abandon | within what did appear to be a next to a hole in the fence. 
a baby carriage. baby. At the time, we were 
That's what we. And also saw а unaware of the lot's 
saw at the time, way out of the actual purpose. 
yes. М stampede. ~ 


/N 


Triangle and Robert | a secret rocket base about to 


Well, we should mention that the 


А ; launch an experimental moon alternative to posing as the 
Бо ме picked up Д ne аумин е fight. test pilots was being shot as 
and we escaped the cattle And now they Know intruders we should also 
stampede by sneaking the rest of the mention whose rocke 

onto... story! N base it actually was, 
but we never found out. 
! Drum roll? 


Y Hey! Plot 
hook! ~ 


i I guess we'll be exploring the . 
Triangle and Robert | Setery behind те rackotship’s — Go tor it. 


Hey! Gravity failure! creation in the next story arc. 


| / 
| 
We told the guards we found 
VA the baby outside the base and 


they said they'd handle it, then 
I handed over a raccoon instead 
of the baby for no reason 


We forgot to recap 
The planetoid's vanishing! the raccoon. 


Triangle? Where are you? 
I'm right here. 


I'm scared, 
We lived through the 
crash. We'll be fine. 
It's so dark. 
Rain forests are dark. 


Do you think anyone will 
find us? 


If we stay here, probably 
not. We need to get to a 
village or a coastline. 


T think T hear a river. 
Would following it be a 
good idea? 


1 don't know. I's а better idea 
than staying here at the wreckage. 


Too bad the wreckage 
isn't flaming. 
Too bad how? 


We could see by it. 
I'd prefer not burning 

to death. Actually, why 

isn't it flaming? 


What sort of rocket doesn't 
burst into flame... 


Arugula? 


Wow, obscure herbal 
nomenclature joke. 


I think the Cartoonist 
cheated and looked ир 


"rocket" in a thesaurus. 


That's disturbing. But this rocket 


can't be arugula-based. 
It wasn't really a 
serious suggestion. 
The question remains; 
where was the kaboom? 
Inside Larry Kaplan? 


Cartoonist, stop looking 
up trivia for Robert to say. 


So are we following 
the river? 


1 suppose. We 
probably shouldn't 
stay here. 


In case of belated 
explosion? 


Was that line a reference 
to anything? 
T hope not. 


Hello? 
A polygon! Hello! 
Oh good. Youre not 


а predator then. 
No, we're just lost. 
FH help you back to 


civilization, but first I 
have to find something. 


What are you looking for? 


You probably heard a 
very loud sound a few 
hours ago. That was 
actually a spaceship 
landing. 
Right. We were in it. 
How many of you 
are there? 


Just the two. 


1 realize it's too dark for 
you to see it, but I have 
а very expensive hunting 
rifle with an infrared sight. 
Is this a completely 
arbitrary change of 
subject? 
No, lm taking you 
prisoner. 


That was guess number two. 


Now tell me. What was 
the purpose of your 
fighi? 

We're not the real pilots. 

It was all a giant mess of 
mistaken identity. We just 
pretended to be the pilots 

so the ground crew 
wouldn't shoot us. 


1 hope you don't 
expect me to believe that. 


We snuck onto the base to 
escape a cattle stampede 
We had to make something 
up, and we endad up flying the 
rocket. | wouldn't believe 

me either, 


Tell me how the 
rocket works. 
Not very well. First we 


went off course, then we 
crashed. 


fm not asking for a performance 
evaluation! And if it crashed why 
is there no massive fireball? 


1 was wondering the same thing! 


It's true, he was. 


Obviously I'm not up to the 
task of interrogating you two. 
My boss will take care of 
you. Move. 


i RDCLBA command to seaplane fve taken a pair of prisoners. 
Triangle and Robert requesting mission status. They claim they were on the 


Get on the plane now. —| те with the RDCLBA? rocket by mistake... and 
That is indeed a Cube can vouch for us! know Cube. 
large rifle. On the Are we in more 

plane we go. trouble or less now? 


N 


M 
~ 
~ 


1 Reminder for readers: the What was that? Is there 
Triangle ana Robert Earth of the Universe of | someone else on this plane? 
This isn't the way.. 


Pudding is in the shape оғ] vou actually dont 


| what do you mean? a four-dimensional know who we ara. 
hypertaco rather than 


I've been to the i sphere That's pretty 
RDCLBA headquarters. ` interesting. 
1 know what hemitaco 

its in. 

^ | | 


Triangle and Robert dont poke any sudden moves Why's this guy been off-panel 
Where is this? Indonesia? and stop saying and doing things eee Gust laziness? 
| Thats none of your business. that confuse me. This is my first hig appearance 
Why would the RDCLBA ti ime with prisoners and Im trying 
have a headquarters 


up. Do you want us to 
e get shot? 
this far away? 1 

| /\ | 


Triangle and Robert 


This is a surprisingly 
nice cell. 


You wanted dinge? 


No, if we're caught up in 
international espionage 
this is good 


What do you 
think is going 
on? 
1 


Plot stuff. I'm not really 
trying to follow it. 


I'm wondering if 


maybe this is a 
different 
*RDCLBA". 
1 


i Those are Triangle and Robert. 
Triangle and Robert Why did you take Triangle and 


Cube? You're here already? Robert prisoner? Do you have 
 Teleporter. any idea what they're capable 
You should know of when desperate? 
— better than to play 
With those by now. Hi, Cube! 


/N 


I'm letting you out. Don't 
take your vengeance out on 
these idiots, please, they 
obviously had no idea what 
they were doing. 
Can you briefly 
summarize what the 


helix is going on? 


N 


Triangle and Robert Usually you decide not to 
tell us things unilaterally. 
There's some call for secrecy. 


Are you sure I should be telling | This time I'm asking. If 


you what's going on оп-рапе? | YOu really want me to 
talk, ГИ talk. I'm just not 


You're asking? 


Cube, are you afraid to 
contradict us or something? 


I wouldn't put it А 


way... unless you 
want me to? 


Triangle and Robert 
Cube, whatever reason you have to 
be afraid of us, not telling us what 
that reason is can only possibly 
make it worse. What's going on? 


You won't get mad? 


1 won't gat AS mad as if you 
don't tall me. 


. you know 
how dangerous 
Prozac the Bear is. 
——M 


And we were created by the same 
Cartoonist, and on occasion we, 
through Cartoonist intercession, 
trigger similar bendings of reality. 

Right. And you've never 

seen the world as it was 
before the Cartoonist. 

It's not real to you the 
way to us. 


Triangle and Robert It was plot-related so That's no* entirely true. 


1 can't blame him, Robert. T tuned out, It's close to the truth, 
ві НА That's the sort of thing th К ^ 
lame who? What оге we | Cube may be right to ough. We're only slightly 
talking about? fear. The world is just more native to this world 
Cube. What do you mean the product of a deranged than Prozac the Bear. 
"what are we talking cartoonist to us, and We do all kinds of 
about?" all that happens damage and never 
, merely plot. look back. 
, ^ 


Triangle and Robert| Maybe were not the best of 


people, but don't be afraid to 
Cube... you know us. Maybe 


hurt our feelings or contradict 
we're more powerful and more us. You're a friend 
invincible than any mortal has . 


a right to be, but Robert and In that case, I strongly 
| are still people. recommend that you 


x not ask what's going on. 


followed by forces 
from which the RDCLBA 
wishes to conceal what it 
knows. Since you've been so 
inconvenienced, I'N tell you 

the basics between strips, but 

keep it quiet. 
MÀ 


i Leaving things out of the comic |That was surprisingly well-reasoned 
Triangle and Robert because the protagonists don' | and coherent. Are you okay? 


I'm not sure what the actual plot | know them is entirely reasonable I'm fine. I just 
is here, but I know how the comic] and the basic building black of felt like making 
operates. suspense. Once we know, my reasoning 
Time for an inane theory something, though, N, about the comic y 
to break up all the leaving it out just explicit for 
seriousness? makes a mess. a change. 


CVA 


uu 
Any more unstated events 


and things are going to 
get unstable. 


Triangle and Robert 
Robert'is, unfortunately, 
right. There are already 
а culinary-magical 
adventure and an elaborate 
media conspiracy going on| knows is plainly going to 
that I'm leaving out of hurt the RDCLBA. 
the strip. M 


Be fair. Letting them know 
how much the RDCLBA 


jo 
you mean the 
shadow agency 

which has silently stepped 
in to fill the mandate 

of secret research 

abandoned by the RDCLBA? 
You know exactly 
“who 1 mean. 


By "they" 
nameless 


has a point. 
Don't you think this 
is becoming tedious? 


Triangle and Robert | 5° whats it gonna ber HL 


If you explain what's 
going on to Triangle and 
Robert, that explanation 
will appear in the 
strip and may be 
seen by your 
enemies. 


However, any information 
they uncover ав a result 
of becoming entangled in 
your conflict will also 
appear in the strip. 
ТИ tell them enough to 
1 get started. 


Try to 


make N 
sense. 


Triangle and Robert 
So THAT's what's going on! 


Robert? 


N 


Luh... I haven't said 
anything yet. 


That's okay. I 
wasn't paying 
attention anyway. 


Robert, maybe you should 
9o color while the grownups talk. 


We're the same age 
and in black and white. 


i There's another agency picking If the government cut the 

Triangle and Robert up where the RDCLBA left 7| budget of the RDCLBA. they 
Will those VCR instructions off. They're doing all kinds of | wouldn't have a hole through 

really keep him busy? secret research into Fourth Race| Which to funnel money to 

Until he's done eating | technology. It turns out they're new shadow agency. 
them. Now, what exactly | ^ the reason the RDCLBA is 1 don't follow. 
|... has been going on? still getting funding, oddly. | ts а complicated piece 

A Ny? of bookkeeping. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Net that it explains anything. Why 


was there a secret rocket base? 
One complicated piece of | why did an RDCLBA operative 


bookkeeping later... want the pilots? Why is your 
See? If they closed the headquarters in what appears 
RDCLBA, then they'd have to to be Indonesia now? 


ly allocate funds for the 
“new agency. 
I get it. 


expl 


Can 1 start 
last question? 


Go in any order you like. 


The old headquarters 
was built for secrecy, 
not for defense. What's 
going on now could 
lead to open warfare. 
We can withstand a siege 
here in the island base. 


Triangle and Robert | Obviously, we stand in 


‘The unnamed new agency 


has been experimenting with 

Warfare? opposition to our mysterious | Tot of Fourth Race tech, 
The RDCLBA turned its gency. 5o things the RDCLBA has 

back on its charter. Where later, the conflict will become never seen in working order. 
once we fought to bury а deadly one. We want to know what it is, 
secrets, now we fight to 1 see. What about where it came from, and 
shine light upon them. the rocket? most of all how it works. 

ees 


N — a 


Triangle and Robert | And you have no idea how the | Well, that's it. This isn't your 
Most of tha plot makes sense now. | Fecket works. How big was the | business, but with all the power 
You detected the rocket launch | launch base? Will they have ағ your disposal we'd appreciate 


and moved to intercept t өп | Cismantled it and moved on it if you got involved. 
it landed, except instead of landing y now? — . I'd be willing to. ГЇ talk 
with usefully interrogatable pilots It was very disorganized. it over with Robert. 
it crashed with Probably temporary. N 
Robert and me. 


N 


Robert? Help them track down товару паі І а 
| What? I'm awake! the new secret agency А MA we get paid? 
CN 
There might be 
lasers. 
I'min. 


Triangle апа Robert Help them what? Wil! we get code names? 


I'm awake! you weren't listening 
Are we going to help Ў to us talk about. 
Cube and the RDCLBA, 
or not? 
1 


H The rocket base was in the same] | text I нч t 
Triangle and Robert | ty а: те RDCLBA's old | really important as a lead. 


1 headquarters. There' to b 
We seem to be willing to help, eadquarters. There's got to be Con we fight some 


Cube. Do you have anyleadsor | more you can dig up there. wide РӘН Зоте before 
do you want us to wander around So go back to where wa we A home? N 
at random and engage a, liva and where all the M 
plot event? other plot happens I think this is a 


N non-combat area. 


Triangle and Robert 
I'd really have been more 
comfortable on a regular 

commercial flight. 
An RDCLBA 
plane is more 
likely to be, 

Shot down. 


Yes, that's my reason exactly. If we were anyone but us, the 


fact that being shot down is often 
Being shot down is fatal would be a factor there. 
desirable, if we're t 

trying to confront And if beggars were 
those doing the orses, something 


something N 
shooting, N ferrers | | 


Triangle and Robert | That sentence needs quantifiers, | Has the conversation completely 
passed me and is preparing to 


What do you know... по one | 1t needs a lot of things. overtake me again for a one-lap 
even tried fo shoot us down. | Are we really prepared are me gain for a оте lar 


Fm used to your N to give them to it? for variety s sake? 
снаа | I want to go to bed. Y 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle, you can't go to sleep 

yet! We still haven't bought a 
wok! I haven't 
eaten N 


— I don't care. 
Get a pizza 
or something. 


I can't go on a disastrous 
pizza-getting journey alone! 


Go on a non-disastrous 
one. Eat the resulting 
pizza. Let me sleep. 


Triangle? 


N | t guess he's really 
= asleep already. 


Being chased 
by cattle, 
stranded in 
space, and 
captured by 

ex-government 
operatives tires 
some people. 


Я I think it's to create the] Almost equivalent. I'll call for 
Triangle and Robert opportunity for a standard] һе loudest delivery food 


You're right, we've had more | housemate conflict. loudest deliv / 
than a day's worth of adventure] — cor should k 
о T should try to keep There's a difference 
since last sleep. Why am мату о, 
^ Tawake? ама! between маску and 
No, you should passive-aggressive. 
No good reason. try not to wake 
him and have 
difficulty 


doing so. 


Triangleand Robert! sorru, sér! The iia caer 
y 


know clowns delivered. 


Did somebody ordera | customer ts always An ыа. оп 


PIE? пал Ifa thing's worth 


doing, it’s worth 


Shush, My roomie's HONK 7 unicycling, 
^ asleep. u 
HONK HONK - 


Triangle and Robert 


Isn't the point of having 
a pie delivered by a 
unicycling clown 
to bit someone 
with it? 


That was their original business 
model, but the pies are so good 
They've branched out а little. 

0 
But you're paying 
extra for the 
clown. 


I never pay extra for a clown 
They owe me. / 


Clowns owe you? 


Yes. All clowns 
owe me. 


Triangle and Robert 
Tt ali started when I acquired... 
No, we don't need 
to know why clowns 
owe you fealty. 
But it's about patent 
law! Everyone loves 
/ patent stories! 


Not really. 


Your rulings on what to include 
in the comic seem arbitrary. 


I agree, but it's 

the best narrative 

arrangement I can 
come up with. 


7 So if I can't kill 
time with a clown 
flashback, what 
can I do? 


К 
Maybe you shoüld 
try to sleep. 


Good idea. Let me make 
/ Some coffee first. 
Perversely setting 
obstacles for 
yourself isn't 
funny, Robert. 


Triangle and Robert | Robert! Are you home? 


1 guess it's time to get up. What's this mess? 
1 Were you cooking? 
Robert never even went Feathers? 


to bed? This is unlikely 
to be something good. 


He didn't go to bed, he 
apparently either cooked or 
battled a large bird, and... 


Albatross. 


I'd like to know if there have been 
reports of an albatross in the area 


Triangle and Robert 


Animal Contrizzle, yo. 


What? BN 


Office of Animal 


| Control. How can 
E we help you? 


We don't know if 

it was an albatross in 

particular, but aii last 
^ night we were getting 
calls from all over the 
city about a large 
bird, possibly 
lost or wounded. 


Do you have something 
to report? 
I'm not sure. There are 
feathers in my house and 
my roommate is missing. 
I'm afraid he might be a 
were-albatross. 
Sir, it is the official 
position of this office 
that were-birds do not 
exist, other than were- 


emu and possibly 
were-hummingpbirds. 


Triangle and Rober 
Сап І speak to Cube? This 
is Triangle. 
1 


Of course I'll hold. 


/N1 


{ | Cube! Helio! Something weird 
has come up, and I think its 
in your area of expertise. 


No, it doesn't seem to be 
connected, but we can't 
get on with the investigation 

until its dealt with. 


Well, Robert's gone and there are 
feathers all over the house and 
Animal Control says there was a 
confused large bird over the city 
last night. 
1 
Exactly. What do | do? 
|. if there were an herb 
named "albatrossbane" 
{ Га have heard of it. 


Triangle and Robert | ! don't know when Robert fell Apparently the only way to break 


victim to its strange workings, | the curse is for Robert to be bitten 

If | were like most polygons I'd but at some point ha must hava | by a wolf. That'll be the easy part. 

have always thought the curse killed an albatross and set in If I were an albatross, and Robert, 
of the albatross was a mere motion what passes for fate's where would | go? 

legend... but I've seen too much wheel in this inept world. 


in my short life to say that about | 
anything. 


Triangle and Robert 
The best place to look for an 
albatross would be on the coast, 
and atop some sort of tower. 


To the lighthouse! 


The previous panel should not be 

construed as an endorsement of 

Virginia Woolf. | hope 1 never ever 

have to so much as look at one of 
her novels again. 


Triangle and Robert | And if there is a malfunction, Usually Robert handles the things 
maybe itll duplicate Robert's that are dumb enough to work. 
Why stop ata lighthouse when!) гас albatross flight and 1 hope 1 don't screw this 


could fly? We've got jetpacks, lead me right to him. up in a non-useful manner. 
after all. | doubt they'll be 


That's dumb enough to work, 
nearly as haywire as the last right? 
few times. | | 


Triangle and Robert | Whoa. | leveled ош. Ithink іт | ро male albatrosses nest? 


actually steering! | don't see any "Albatrosses". Is that the 
What was | thinking? likely places for a were-albatross | right plural? "Albatri"? Why am | 
| yet. talking like I'm oxygen deprived? 
— S 
Z — Oh poopie. 


теге рай ле еден ды P 7 Й ; 


Triangle and Robert | Okay. Jetpack under control. 
I'm getting surprisingly good at 
Stay calm, Triangle, stay calm. 
1 just need to fly a little lower. 
where there's breathable air... 


Triangle af “ert 


1 must have blacked out. 
What am | dangling from? 
Talons. 


Robert! Robert, is that 
you! This is Triangle! 
Triangle! Can you 
understand me? 


Triangle, I'm over here! 
That's a bird you're 


Talking tol 
If you're there, then who's N 


the were-albatross? 


T have no idea what — 
you're talking about. 


and Robert { Does it need an explanation? 
$ That's a nest. | 


] ^ Yes, a large one. Robert... 
If this isn't a were-albatross, | | Uh oh. 
what, if anything, is going on? И 
What did you do? 


T 
I have only a So this giant bird 


dropped us into its 
ite tion. 
fragmentary notion. EAA 


with that? 


Triangle and Robert |? course | knew about the growth | So did you do something 
It was tho growth ray, wasnt ray. | can tell insect meat from even crazier? 


it? You remantled the growth ray, | Shellfish. Besides, it was in the 
d comic. 
No! 


1 It's still you, so I went into 
You knew about dismantled, the artifact room. 
the growth ray? honest. N There's a reason we | 
M 1 A hardly ever 
mention 
that room, 


I wanted to have an 
adventure without waking 


i Between magic from before the |The Cornersheep's current lair and 
Triangle and Robert dawn of time, Fourth Race science,| the nameless government agency 


Whenever there's something modern-day mad science, and the | Cube's sent us to find may ba 
cursed, ludicrously dangerous, ^ |residue from the Quaternion Crisis, ! worse. 
or just plain inexplicable that we that room is possibly the third I don't remember а 
pick up on an adventure largest concentration of Quaternion Crisis. 
and can't or shouldn't bad ideas to mess 
You spent most of it as 
destroy, we throw it in around with on the an espresso machine 
the artifact 7 planet. 1 
7 room. 
Third? 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
Which bad idea was it? 


A little brass birdcage. Т 
thought it would summon a 
little (possibly N. 
brass) bird. 


Right, that was from the 
Fourth Race pet cemetery. 
You got the general magical 
framework right, but you 
missed a scaling 
factor. 


A summon is basically an order. 
It a small child orders (let's say 
to keep with the avian theme) 
chicken fingers, one would assume 
a half order, or even а 
sampler portion. If a 
giant makes the same 
order, the restaurant 
7 might hand 
over their 
entire 
supply. 


i Instead of standing here discussing| They're in the background. 

Triangle and Robert |на кот wrong let's try to get 
We're much larger than the Fourth) gut of this nest before the giant 
Race ever ware. I's no surprise 


eggs hatch. 
that magic might not compensate 99 
for the size difference. 


What giant eggs? 
So, instead of a pet N 
bird, giant eagle 
C ГАХ 


I just see white. 
1 did say "giant". 


Triangle and Robert Does that jetpack work? | | might be able to scramble 
It's out of fuel, the eggs, but | can't think of any 


There’ 
з no safe way down from other relevant magical feats. 


this giant albatross nest. Then there's plummeting, 0 
riding a bird down, What's total copout? 


What are the | total copout, ~ I don't know, maybe 
unsafe ways? third-party we're dreaming or 
І rescue, and, Something. y 

| | magic. 


Triangle and Robert Hostile or not, we need to get | І summoned it into a cage too 
Maybe the albatross isn't out of here. small to hold it, inside a room 
actually hostile. It did catch Did you try also too small to hold it, and tried 
me when | was falling. communicating with it? to wrestle it when it got rowdy. 
To wrestle it? 


Why did it bring I really don't 
us to its nest? think it likes me. I didn't want to, 
N wh? ^ wake you ир.“ 


/N 


Triangle and Robert | This nest hos been here a while. 


Maybe | can convince the giant 
albatross to bring us down. 
Do you have any idea where 
it came from? 
I think this is 


where it lives. 


We weren't aware of a gigantic 
rocket base just down the street 
from the department store. 

until we stumbled into 
We're not very 
observant, 
Observant? We 
don't even ^ 
keep kosher. 


That just seems bizarre. 
Wouldn't we be aware 
of a gigantic bird living 
almost within sight of 
our home? 


Triangle and Robert | Do you, in fact, have any verbal | No, too much run-time overhead 
sant bi comprehension whatsoever? No? | Oh, now that's just too far 
Hey, giant bird! Can you hear me? | 207 raid of that п поч та? х 
Listen, | understand you're angry was afraid ofthat. | a stretch for too small a pun. 
at Robert, but we really don't | That's communicating I could cleverly compound it 
belong in your nest! Are 


with it? | into a series of 1 
you considering bringing, What, you want related puns. 
us back down? interprets dance? But you didn't. 
1 A 1 


Triangle and Robert What sort of ingredients 


We can fish from here. 


You have magic. Use that would you need? Reducing the problem to 
зо talk to the giant bird. 1 don't see how it getting an insanely long 
| have cuisine-magic. matters, we can't fishing line. Way to 
ме cuisine-magic. get any. Fish, | guess. substitute impossibilities. 
1 could possibly cook it 
some sort of meal i I'm not done 
had ingredients, but I substituting 
can't talk 


yet. y 
7 toit. 


i Thank you for withholding | we might once the eggs hatch. 
Triangle a па Robert Judgement. We could destroy them in 


" duck. advance but that might anger 
Yeah, the plan falls We're pretty stu the bird and make things worse. 
apart there. | 


Quit seeing _ 
I'd say at least you to pein Sanger of downsides and 
were thinking, but I'm 9 do something 
not sure ofit. irrevocable. 


At least we don't seem 


Triangle апа Robert Think it's an angry mob? Why do you think they're 
; moving so slowly? 
Hey, plot! Hard to tell. They're heading 


| Oh, where? straight for the nest though. 
It'll be some flavor 


Look down there. They're 
heading this way. of rescue. Unicycles? 

| | We are saved! 
ГАХ /N 


1 think some of them 
are on unicycles. 


Triangle and Robert | ^ne therefore... Yes, You see, an age-old treaty 


Don't you remember the [between several major unions was 
What does being on unstable and | patent negotiation? due to expire, and when it did 
impractical vehicles have to do ; certain techniques previously — 

with wanting to rescueus? | Veguely The different | We don't need the 
Н clown factions all owe | 
They're clowns. details, Robert. 


They've got you favors because They aren't as funny 
tobe. V | ori? as they deserve to be. 


A OP 


Triangle and Robert |У" sound worried. Relax, they'll | Why wouldn't 17 


і take care of if. Flaming feathers! 
Yay! Fireworks! What if they kill | | Alliterative interjections? 
They're attacking the | it, Robert? Then we'll That's new. 


albatross! They're firing 


е 1 
loud and colorful yet have а real were-albatross No, | mean duck! N 
combat-ineffectual ght. ом — 
rocketry at it! | You believe Thanks. 
! in that? Y | 


Triangle and Robert 
Triangle! You said "duck"! 


1 can say "duck". It's 
jucks" that's the problem. 


You just said "ducks" 


You're right. 
What does it mean? 


The Sentries must have won. 
I didn't know the Sentries* 
quest had anything fo do 

with that. | 
It didn't, strictly speaking. 
Let's save the 
explanation for when 
we're not surrounded 
{ by burning 
straw. 


Triangle and Robert | Theyre clowns. к could be some 
They've set up a trampoline. sort of prank trampoline. 
Is it safe to jump? Just jump. 
Why wouldn't 
it be? \ 
Р 
LM v 
/N ^ 


Triangle and Robert | Fore: tai nas ап acrobatic 
Hp WAIL | | oat 
М 


| 


We'll converge after 
enough bounces 
If the fireworks don't hit us. 


x 
Wait, that looks too taut 
for a rescue trampoline 


LII ЕЕ! 


Triangle and Robert 


I n 


You know, if our lives 
were a console RPG, this 
trampoline-dodging of fireworks 
would totally be a minigame. 


You're enjoying it? 
No, the bad kind of minigame, 
where you have to master a 
control scheme you'll never 

use again and the game won't 

let you leave. 


At least it's just the tedious 
sort and not the maddeningly 
impossible, The clowns aren't 

aiming the fireworks at us, 
they're just erratic. 

Why are they even 

still firing? 


D ! V 


Triangle and Robert 


pu PAN It's on йге! That's | | | | 
) distracting enough! 
HEY, WHO'S THE 
— CIRCUS FOLK HERE? 
Stop launching fireworks! 1 KNOW FIREWORKS. 


WE NEED TO You'almost set the 
DISTEACT THE BIRD! | trampoline on fire with that one! 


Triangle and Robert 


| think we're out of 
trampoline gags. 
, 


How'd we get out of phase? 


UN 


N 
Actually, we never 
really had trampoline 
gags. This whole thing 
has been a waste 
narratively. 


МІ 


Do you think а literal 
trampoline дав, as in 
а gag made from or 

otherwise related to... 

no, it wouldn't be any 
funny, never mind. 


VAN 


| 


Triangle and Robert | No. "А net’, article and singular 
noun. The clowns are going to 


Hey! A net! catch us now instead of just 
| | bouncing us back into the air. ! 


^ This panel seems like a 
\ | | > really bad place to end 
Who? ' П а day's strip. 


Indeed they are! 
eed trey аге I'm caught! It's all good! 


Triangle and Robert | E spek net fer all clowns. buf ag | пт not sure I'm comfortable 


with collective clowndom having an 
The clowns rescued us. for me the debt hag nof been paid. | |. i eio code of honor. Leen tne 

1 guess that means you're Ply fealty теа fo you. Robert] evil clowns seem to respect you. 
‘even with them now? à Tr not suci 


That's up to And mine as well. creepy like this 
them. N HEAR HEART Foo талу“, 
assembled, 

\ at once. 


Triangle and Robert “теле been backdating 


This really has nothing 

to do with you, but I'm 

putting it in the strip 

anyway. Maybe I can 

shame myself into 
action. 


comics for a while now. 
I'm really not even 
vaguely up to date. You 
wouldn't have noticed, 
your time doesn't 
pass without me. 
Is this necessary? 


/N 


What, my intrusion into 
this clown scene? Not at 
all, but I still felt I'd 
be better off saying it. 
Something did feel а 
little off chronologically. 
rd assumed it аз N 
a side effect of the 
Sentries* 
quest. 
| 


Triangle and Robert | Te be honest, some of them 


Robert, can you order the creepy | Scare me too. I'm afraid to 
wad of clowns to go away? actually collect on any favors 


They're not a from the clowns 
"wad", Triangle. Would going away 
I don't care. They у be a favor? 
A Scare me. ^ 


Hey, they're all gone! 


They are masters of 
illusion and stealth. 


Since when? 


/N 


© 


i NO, me admitting there've 
Triangle and Robert | те TUE diant Dude. No. One. Cares. 


"okay, that didn't work. work. Apparently I just About. Your. Problems. 
used the faci Lhal I А 
What do you mean? Tho mentioned it ас License tol gl daft know where 


came fram, 
clowns saved us. add more delays. but | agree with 
the rest. 
ГАХ /\ 


Such a digression would 
feel forced and add nothing. 


nebulous details of that last And being rescued from a 
idiotic adventure? giant albatross by clowns 


Con I talk about didn't? N 
the video game 
Nebulus instead?, 


Triangle and Robert 


So, care to fill any any of the 


We should get back to the plot. 
Cube and the RDCLBA wanted 
us to track down the nameless 
new government agency 
responsible for our recent 
involuntary space 
flight. P РА 
Hey. I vaguely, 
remember 
that! 


i; The plot is things that HAPPEN 
Triangle and Robert | The piot is things | уди оу 


"Vaguely"? "vaguely" fallow your own life? 
You know I. don't really Smile, nod, and run away 
follow the plot. from spikey and 
` glowing things. 
N 


/N 


1 couldn't live that way. 


I barely escape 
with my life. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | T pick up on thematic elements, | — Anyway, it's not like I'm 
Cute quips aside, | know and of course I obsess in great completely disconnected from 


° detail over subtrivialities with no| reality. I check in now and then 
that you do actually think. direct bearing on anything Remember the Ovalnaut battle? 


Of course I think, | | 
just not very much, Leave It to Beaver, Vaguely. 
about immediate, Taco Versus Clam, 

events. v юп. 


i i We don't need to be trampled. We 
Triangle Robert | We can fies пот hypothetical n le 
во ang do апа А05 му | Cattle just as well as from actua | weren ‘t trampled the first time. 


sidekicking instincts say we cattle. You just don't get 
Should do? , I don't know how to be reenactment. 


Retrace our steps hypothetically | EN 
We'll need cattle, trampled. 
N 


Triangle and Robert mere AM fence. " Now that's track-covering. 
MN еге" not even something | Assuming the base still 
This is where the thing we else instead of a fence. | exists at all, we'll have to 
thought was a baby was. 


| do something very 
But now there's confusing to get in. 
по gap. N 


I'm already on it. 
N 


They folded off the region 
of space the base was in. 


Triangle and Robert 


Robert, those square brackets 

are unbalanced. Switch them 
around before we get a 

Syntax emor. g rackets? 


This is a magic bridge, 


Triangle. 


Itis? Wait. 


Robert, where did 
you get that? 


Do you want the wacky answer 
ог the canonical one? 
Would my desire on the | 
subject affect your 
choice of response? 


Triangle and Robert | Okay, set it up. 
You don't want me to 


So you're thinking this magic bridge| finish explaining it first? 


will let us into otherwise 


inaccessible regions of space. — |Would the explanation Al 
Thot's what be in any way 
it's for.N useful? 


ГАХ 


Okay, I think 
it's ready. 
N, 


T'll find a way to 
let you in. 
No, you'll be stuck N 
in a mailing 5% 


а 
True. 


i How are we 
Triangle ^J ü getting through? 
Its a little narrow. Get a mailing tube. 


Tt was toa N 
Т 1 
different scale I don't bend that way! 
when T found it. | 
/N | ГАХ 


23 L4 Б 


Hey, we haven't been drawn "| isn’t the bridge rescaled? | Do you think we're 
‘at this » in a long time. I think the strip title was | walking into a trap? 
Stretching it il Imnor^ 
Now we can M idiotic. thinking 
cross the N ^ a ij 


Idiotic yet denen: 


ГАЖ bridge! 
V ГА 


Triangle and Robert 


Are we infiltrating yet? 
No, I think we're only | 


1 want to scout out the grounds 
and see if they left any security 
in place when they abandoned 
the base. 
Okay, I'll be smashing 
my way into the radio 
Tower. 


trespassing. 
Which building do you 
want to break into first? 


What if we stick together? We'll 
do less damage that way. 


And that would be 
good because... 


^ OIA ФА 


Triangle and Robert | We don't know who to divert yet. That gives us the element 


Stealth only works if we're | Or should that Бе of surprise! 
both doing it. Robert, 1 don't need More like the element 
Not true. I could distracting. of vanadium. 


be the diversion, Good, you're 
playing along. 
S 


i 1 want to do this using What? 
Triangle and Robert tactics and planning. If The way we came in 
Robert, if you have a plan, tell ma 

he plan. f you have a you паме а betler approach doesn't exist on this side. 


the plan. If you have a plan that Tl cut out and you can 1 
hinges оп те not knowing what е handle it yourself, Okay, во the bulk of | 
plan is, or on keeping the . my rant is moot now. 
plan out of the comic, No you won't. What's the plan? 
just count me out. N ! E still don't 


4 | | | have one. Y 


Triangle and Robert 


You gave the impression 
that you'd arrived at 
some sort of plan. 


Iwas 
ad libbing. 
N 


Why? Are you trying to 


It's something I do. deconstruct me? 


You're sort of... | I'd use anaesthetic 
| if I were going to 


do that. 


non-modal, Your 

behavior doesn't 
change based 

оп external state. 


ГАХ 


Triangle and Robert | '™ supposed to be planning out Maybe you're just lazy. 


the infiltration of this 
This strip's non-modal too possibly-not-abandoned rocket | well we can at least 

No matter what the plots base, and instead I'm talking o 

supposed to be, the bulk about the fact that Eod 


of the dialogue is I'm not doing that. 
pointless banter. 
Like now. 
| ÁN 


Triangle and Robert | Robert, please tell me thats I thought it was treasure. 
a badly drawn tortilla warmer. Put it down gently 


Okay. That's enough stupid banter. v. 
ndi | No, it's a badly drawn — | without touching any 
| No it isn't. land mine. bits of it. 


Let's start by carefully N Why did you pick it up? That is an 
creeping around the 
perimeter, looking... | 
for. AN 


extremely 
good idea. ^ 


Triangle ana Robert Camera. Do you have any spells equipped? 


It doesn't seem to be armed. | тее. |Chili-blindness might disable 


" the camera, but it would 
Let's be more careful, though. Sneak under it? | the camera, but il wouk 


Are you sure more alarms in the process 
you mean "тоге", T doubt it. How do you feel about 
less"? y aspic? 
Yes. ~~ IA I feel that I 
| , 2 =й have only a7 
Okay. Z vague idea 
z 
what it is. 


сю 


Triangle апа Robert 1 could have put more thought No. 


into how we would move around. | That son of a... 


So this is aspic. It's rather | Also we're not invisible. | he sold me a bad 
confining. N ' recipe? When we're 
We're not? done here, | have 


1 some revenge to take. 


Triangle and Robert I'm thinking maybe this was Well, if no one finds us by the 


9'e a an immobility spell, rather than time it wears off, we can be 
The aspic continues to harden. invisibility. pretty sure this place is 
1 seem to have А 
n abandoned. 
been an idiot. It's getting 


2 
r Yep- harder to hear. 7 What? 


i That was uncomfortable and Right, the base is clearly 
Triangle and Robert | тача uomo: e Go ai 
With the rays of dawn, the| 


spell is broken. At least we learned Just don't destroy any 
what we needed documents, we don't 


to know. М know what'll be 
important. 

But that means, 

A no fires! X, 


Triangle and Robert | !tsrocketcentric, assembling Now I'm wondering what sort of 


and launching the rocket in operation would have a base like 
Robert ran off to the nearest secrecy seems to be the overall | this, kept in utmost secrecy, and 
building, | think it's a guard theme. Some construction then mistake two random strangers 
barracks, and he's trying to equipment, some labs, for their test pilots. Maybe Prozac 
smash down the door. I'm circling communications, security, et the Bear was responsible for 
the perimeter and trying to get a cetera. that particular boneheadedness, 
general idea of how they layed | but from Cube's 
/ the base out. account there's plot 


relevance here, and 
that’s not Prozac's 
style. 


Right, that stuff. Well, a 
big block of philoscphy 
and mythos just... um... 
"leaked" into you from me, 
I guess. It happens a lot 
as I learn things and as 
my world's history 
progresses, but this chunk 
was particularly big 
and you noticed it. 


Well, you know how when 


Triangle and Robert the comic started you had 


What just happened? some baseline knowledge 


As far as the Universelinstead of having to learn 
of Pudding is everything from scratch? 


concerned, nothing. 
Something happened. 


Inaccurate baseline 
knowledge, based on 
your world and not ours. 
7 


Should | have an urge 
7 to learn Spanish? 


Triangle and Robert 


A thematic change was long 
overdue anyway. 
back to en 
story now. 


I'd at least like to know what 
triggered a change in your 
attitude toward writing 
/ so profound that | 
could feel the 
shock wave. 


Just go 
ing the 


It wouldn't make sense to 
you. All of the Seventh 
Race's art and literature 
is tc some degree about 
the creative process and 
deals in absurdities. 
Here, that sort cf thing 
is a subset of literature 
rather than its essence. 


You're right, that 


doesn't make sense 
^ tome. 


Оп some previous iteration 
of history your world must 
have had à moment when 
postmodernism began, but 
by your seventh time 
around it's pure 
collective background 

knowledge. 


Much like language. 
The Fourth Race's 
programming let us 
7 bypass a lot of 
cultural evolution. 


e 
No. This polygon would 
have become a writer as 
destined, but the cycle 
of Races is not a clean 
one, and the human author 
whose destiny was to be 
repeated in this polygon 


Triangle ana Robert 


At one point a polygon was 
born for whom the mishmash 
of incompetent gods and 
contradictory universal 
laws which passes itself 


off as "fate" had set had not truly been 
aside a place in forgotten, or 

literature. rather while he 

Can you explain himself had been 

7 this in shorter forgotten, the 


sentences? effect of his 


work remained. 


So what happened to the polygon? 
He went into voice , 
acting and has ncthing 

to de with the plot 

of this comic strip. 


But he has everything 
to do with the theme. 


That's possible. 


Triangle and Robert 


How long has that barracks 
had a hit-point bar over it? 
| Since 75%. 
Why are you trying to 
destroy the building? 
I just haven't felt 
like stopping hitting 
it, 


Well, I'm going to poke around 
the radio tower, since 1 don't 
see anything more obviously 
chain-of-cammard oriented 

and we're here to unravel 
aforementioned chain. 
Good luck, I didn't 
find any interesting 
traces here. 


You should stand back when the 
bar gets really small and use 
ranged attacks, in case the 
barracks explodes. 


І know that! 


© 
That's weifdly generous. | when a distinction 
exists, that is. 


Triangle and Robert 


It's dark in here. 


Opposing you on the most trivial 


ters i дө of time, and 
oniy worth doing when wasting | Maybe | should find the generator 
time is called for. My efforts are and get some light in here. 
better spent changing events 
themselves rather than their 


/ telling. 


Are you insisting 
that I portray the 
darkness visually? 


No, I stated it 
во you wouldn't 
have to. 


Triangle and Robert | the base is as cleaned outas | Robert! Can you hear me out 


it seems there might not even be there? I'm stuck in the radio 
This is the generator, but if | cooking ingredients around, but tower... oh. The door was just 
tum it on, the radio tower might ll still check the mess hall. sticking a bit. 


start broadcasting, and that might 
get attention or airstrikes or 


something. 1 can make my own . 
light source. | Hey! I'm locked in! 


"4 


Triangle and Robert | You reduced that building to 1 suppose we do. I'm going to 


rubble very quickly. be thinking about that all day now. 
Never mind! Anything interesting in the 
Never mind what? [| Tt wasn't built зо last. rubble? 
1 was screaming for help Hm... so they weren't expecting Only the lack of things. 
but it was a false alarm. to stick around and had no You'd barely know the N 
| т didn't hear | Mtsrest in dense against attack. building was even used 
a thing. We say "hm" too 


much. 


Triangle and Robert It's too clean. What clues wold be in 
а mess hal 
Are you sure this was a mess hall?| They definitely went 


laut of their way not to Food can reveal 


Yes. | can sense traces of | leave any useful clues. nearly everything 
‘oatmeal and grease. This about the character of 
was a mess Pall. а person, or even an 


institution. 


Triangle and Robert| The best clues we have are So we need a forensic 


1 the absence of clues? architect. 
They were worried a cuisine-mage 
might poke around. There's nO | The only things they Do such people exist? 
other reason to have removed | gian't take out when 


everything down to the they packed up are the We can only hope. 
last condiment. buildings themselves. ү Th 
| | еу do. 


i The RDCLBA? This With all the high-tech stuff he's 
Triangle and Robert is their mission. been getting into, he's got to have 


I thought "forensic architect Oh, that's right. his home phone forward to 
was a punchline, not an actual wherever he is. Just call that. 


subfield of construction and law. | Let's give Cube a call. 


But now that we know, | 
let's hire one. 


| With whose 
money? y | | 


I'm on it. 


How? IN 
N 


Triangle and Robert | That's not something only т If I'm not Robert your cover 


What do you mean, how? I just would know, several of the is utterly compromised already. 
called your regular home phone. | Survivors eventually regained | Assuming I'm Robert won't 
their memories after intense make things any worse. 


Cube's being paranoid? | therapy. l Ah good, spurious | 
He's qui А logic should prove 
e's quizzing you youre you. 


Triangle R The buildings themselves Actually it's not something Т 
gle and Robert are standing except for the one | made up, it's a real job. 


Т arbitrarily demolished, А 7 | 
forensic architect might Yes, I suppose an 


We can get in and out of the 
rocket base. They've completely 
abandoned it, but they were 


У archaeologist is 
careful not to leave >, be able to get 
clues. something from somewhat similar. 
them. 


Triangle and Robert | Possnt he have a teleporter? Now that | know how dull and 


abandoned the base is, hanging 
Cube's coming tomorrow. He shar де mo iea HO s | around it for a day is unappetizing. 
wants us to make sure nothing not using it, there's probably | | T know exactly what to do! 
happens at the site until then. а доод reason. N Whatever itis, ifit N 
He wants us to stand doesn't destroy 
guard until he can see buildings I'm in. 

the rocket base for 

7 himself. 


A 


Triangle and Robert | !toccurs to me that if our You don't trust the 
б mysterious enemy returns, this evacuation plan? 

I've got to hand it to you. I would. | 'harbecue could prove to have | 

not have thought of this approach | been a horrible idea, Even the There is no 

to keeping watch on an sober guests aren't ‘evacuation plan. 


abandoned rocket base. combat-ready. I wrote one. You 
We need didn't see it? 
more ribs. N 


Triangle and Robert Start some more sausage. | The one you wrote. In case the 
owners come back here. 


Ribs are ready! Check. About that | Oh, that, Any good? 
Coming! | evacuation plan. . 
It presupposes the 
NT n LA | Presence of a nearby 
Чап? — aircraft carrier. And 
plan? N aircraft, 


Triangle and Robert Ithinkwe'reoutofshrimp. | That makes sense, but your tone 


S t. 
If they were going to strike they'd | If any guests want to pitch of voice saying it seems cur 
have struck already, but when you |in far more, II cook it. If not, I'm not challenged. 
make contingency plans in we don't need it. Challenged how?, 


the future try to have them, This barbecue. It's 

actually feasible. too easy for my 
^ cooking skills. 
/\ | 


Actually... uh... this isn't а 


i Must cooking always risk 
Triangle and Robert destruction? simple meal. You're 
single-handedly barbecuing for 

about five hundred people and 


1 feel like pushing my skills to the 
limit, cooking something which | At the level | seek, the. 
i risks are proportional to 


surpasses previously-established 
constraints. The only the reward. To make a й 
reason I'm not is that | simple meal, | must Quantity is nothing! To 
can't risk the destruction hold back my make more food or 
7 here. true strength. less? That takes no 

{а 

| | alll 


more keep coming. 


Triangle and Robert| Maybe don't understand, For the potatoes? 
yee доп 1н 
Triangle, calm down. You just ut you re Being scary. N... no, Robert, Not like 


deep-fried a whole pig in midoir. that. | need an equal and 


| Robert... opposite culinary force. 
You don't understand! | 1 
As tho Chosen One, mere, Robert, I need a foil. 1 hope the Sentries 
barbecuery holds no | соте back soon. 
interest for me! | 


Triangle and Robert 


“тһе following morning, 
Cube approaches the site 
of the rocket base. 

I guess those brackets must 
be the magic bridge. 
Here I во. N 


ÀJ L 


1 know rocket bases aren't 
normaily filled with cherry 
tomatoes, but I'll give it the 

benefit of the doubt. 


Yeah, this isn't right. This was a 
cuisine-magic accident. Shish 
kebab fixings everywhere. 
Polygons sprawled out amidst 
the vegetables and steak cubes, 
hopefully just unconscious. 
At least there doesn't seem 
to have been mass skewering, 

but come on. There's no 


excuse for this mess, 
У 


Not to offend, but I think 
you're even more delirious 
than usual. 


Triangle and Robert 
Robert? Is that you? 


‘Triangle... pushing 

himself. I managed. 

stop him before. 
skewers, but. 


Merv? | 


This is Cube. What 
happened? Why shish 
kebab? 


I don't even know 
a Merv. 


A 


Triangle did this? He was 
supposed to watch and make 
sure nothing happened here. 


Turn me over. 
I'm on damp cucumber. 


Triangle and Robert | „He kept cooking foster and 


So everyone here should just 
i faster, He was assembling some | have blunt vegetable and meat 
Triangle! sort of super kebab array. I trauma and not anything really 
Get up! tried to talk him down, but horrible. What were these 
I don't think he was just going too fast. All people doing here in 
he can, after T managed to do was keep him the first place? 
what he did. 7 away from the 
^ skewers. Okay, that part's 
What happened my fault. 
here, Robert? , 


VAN ^ AC 


Triangle and Robert 

No major wounds on this side. 

Some of them are waking up. 
/ Interesting, all this 


__ battering and nothing 
I worse. N 


There wasn't any batter 
involved. 


L mean ail the superficial 
blunt wounds. Га guess 
Triangle held back enough 
to make sure no one 
would be killed. 

N 


We might have gotten lucky. 


You shouidn't have thrown 
a barbecue instead of 
guarding. If we'd paid 
you anything, I'd be 
disappointed. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | I5 genera, class of Actually, this is only the 


emergencies, it doesn't second non-Robert 


Ambulances are coming. mean me. 
They apparently have something| Is it named code Robert. А 
called a "code Robert"? | after you? What was the first? 
Proud No one сап 
Tout y. remember. 
^ ^ 


Triangle and Robert | tes not that 1 don't want to, its 
The paramedics aren't going | Just that what really matters is 
то believe this wasn't primarily | that | check this base out before 


Cube, you're really a jerk. 


I haven't claimed 


i otherwise in quite 
my fault, If I spend the anything eise happens a long while. 
night in jail, can you to it. Гг sure Triangle 
keep me updated? will be fine. 


N 


Triangle апа Robert He's on good terms with I'm glad the police didn't get in 


the police. Now what сапі | my way. 1 guess when arresting 
Take care, Triangle. learn from these buildings? Robert invariably solves any 
Wake up soon. I'll L wouldn't have come in person | problem where he's present, 
probably be out of if 1 thought my archaeology they take everyone else at 
jail before then. skilis wouldn't help. Modern or | their word. My first order of 
М not, these walls must talk. business is figuring out how 


4 7 — —7)/ much kebab 
damage there 
is. 


ГАХ 


i This must have been one 
Triangle and Robert expensive barbecue, unless 
Т can't sift anything useful from | Triangle did some sort of magic 
the rubble of that barracks. | shish ex nihilo thing. MI have 
Robert's enthusiasm leveled — | to ask him when he's recovered. 
well before Triangle's buried | Now for contemporary 


ious grilled meats and archaeology, or forensic 
/— — — 7 architecture, or 


/ vegetables. 
what have you. 


Question one: dating. When 
were these buildings erected? 
Not buried, so no geological 
help. Technology of materials 
won't narrow it down. Course 
of action: look for markings. 
Construction supplies often 
СО 7 bear logos. 


i No information about the actual] Okay. So we need to get some 
Triangle and Robert operation of the base yet, | agents in here with excavation 
Beautiful. All this wiring in the | though. And none about how | exuipment. 1 haven't directed 
radio tower? Manufacturer’ lot | they pulled off that warping | ‘a good dig in too tong, Septic 


numbers on it. That should be thing to hide it. Now I'm tanks aren't exactly tombs, but 
enough to trace the supply thinking plumbing. A base li what's down there 
chain and dig up all sorts of this needs to put its waste is down there. 

info. Markson М / 77| somewhere. |] N 


the wail insulation, 
and hinges too. 


i Er... which agency? Good, The other possibility 
Triangle and Robert MM would have been frightening. 


You're letting me go that quickly?! That one that's in the Can І get a ride to the hospital 
comic so much, with the where Triangle is? 
Some federal agents archaeology. Call a cab. We cant. N 
^ paid a visit. Their RDCLBA? really spare any squad 
word's good enough EN cars today. 


for us. 
Thats it. 


Triangle and Robert | Cuisine magic is getting popular? 


So it's treatable? 

A few months age, we'd have had no idea Attempting it is. A lot of people Мо, it's outside the realm of 
whats wrong ath Tonle, evt we've are trying dangerous spells without medical science, We can 
Soon a lot of would be cuisine mages очоп knowing how to cook. We see diagnose it ond keep the 

recently s, a lot of magical overexertion cares. 


O jh 


Triangle and Robert | Yes We should nip thin tho | Do you think I'd make a decent 


bud. This hospitals publicawareness | spokesperson for it? 
Cuisine magic is dangerous. There | budget is a bit topped, but | bet we erson for аини 
needs to be some sort of could get a gront if we show how y pt v anything 


yov soy is too dangerous is 
awareness program. Important it is 


уа) MIO 


Triangle and Robert | With luck, Triangle may recover. | Most polygons, even accomplished 
Not everyone who tries cuisine | chefs, have no magica! aptitude. 


This is Triangle, one of the — | magic is that lucky. If you don't | It's nothing to be ashamed of. 
most powerful cuisine mages. He | («ow how ta cook, don’t even | If magic doesn't work for you, 
nan M ved he reken g week. ! attempt magical don't force it, Even if it 

handle a spell " cooking. If you do 7 does, you owe it to 

He was wrong know how to cook, yourself to be very 

start slow and careful with it 
stay safe. I'm Robert, and I 


know danger when 
T see it. 


i Triangle! You're okay! | It's okay. I stopped you before 
Triangle and Robert Pange! You're okay" — you reached the skewers, Мо one 
What was that? Triangle? was killed. 

a What have І done? 
You're awake? 


N 1 had no right, no right. окаса 
Robert, | sidekick, Robert. 
ГАХ Á 


prevents you from using I'm not convinced that's the 


Triangle and Robert complete sentences? best choice, but ТЇЇ go 


1 can't believe it. I... along with it. It might help the 


| No. That's shock. | awareness program too. 
Even the Meat Sentry never... preg 


1 | Right. Awareness? | 
Robert, my magic... 1neediolose N Right, you were 
my powers. unconscious for 


i Well, not funny really. Not even | Cube’s investigation of the 
Triangle and Robert coincidental, it's а common rocket base. It was one of the 
Once again the insulation of the enough term. more easily traced elements 
comic strip has prevented us from | Where else did of the construction. Now I feel 
noticing the repercussions of our 


insulation come up? | guilty about having used 
actions on others. the word "funny" in N 
Funny you should connection with it. 
mention \ 
insulation. А | | 


Triangle and Robert 


1 don't have the sort of research 
materials this will take, and the 
Sentries, despite having completed 
the quest of the Fondue 
weeks ago, still haven't 

reappeared 
^ 


Does this call for a 


wacky scheme? 


Not my first thought. 


Your first 


thought being. 


/\ 


We haven't been at odds with the 
International Culinary Institute for 
too long. 
Hey, I vaguely 
remember that 
subplot faction! 


Is 


Triangle and Robert | Whar'syour source for all this? | — We used to have а television 
We're not the only ones who The same as usual, assorted drawn. When did that stop? 


^ reliable references and You're full of questions. 
haven't run into the ІСІ recently. | пене media not explicitly o whar =] 


It looks like after the strip Г 
blew apen the food defined within the comic if Lam? 
groups, they went into pln 
institutional shock. ent 
\ /N 


Triangle and Robert | 1f our fonts were smaller we | Far more annoying with you 
could get a lot more exposition | interrupting to discuss the strip 


published, making no reference to |207 of the way per strip. Can you | itself instead of events therein. 


imagine how annoying these. 
current events or recent research, 


conversations must be 
not even to deny things. Yo the casual N 
| reader? 


ICI periodicals continue to be 


Triangle and Robert | ^ direct attack on the ТСТ Maybe you should write them a 
headquarters would be feasible | — letter and ask politely for 
What do you think we should and give us access to their help decreasing your powers. 
do now? research, but that's a 


1 want them gone, nat 
In general, I'd bad idea now. | “decreased. 
say bust things Right, if I fight now We can 

PEN anything could happen, consider that. 


and that's all we know so far. 


i [First we blackmail some engineers| Should T convolute it more? 
Triangle and Robert into developing a teleoperated Ty. | 

robotic mongoose capable of The mongoose must 
withstanding fifteen atmospheres| speak Old Saxon. 


I'm not asking for well-defined 
comprehensible plans. m asking 
for YOUR plan 


of pressure. N 
Oh. Give теа | actual nat that Now we're getting 
moment to stop actually see whal somewhere. 
would be used for. 
reasoning. р | 


Triangle and Robert | Why уат? Why not? Weather manipulation? 
Having convinced the guards they | | уто Weather report 
have become unstuck in time, we | So we need ICI manipulation, followed 


send the mongoose into the employees to bring 
sweaters then remove 


by sabotage of a heating 
archives. system. 
In order to search them. Snazzy 
the archives, we so far. N 
will require A 
yarn. ` | | 


Triangle and Robert | As this would stil require 
dexterity, the mongoose must 


There's по way a robotic — | have built-in fire extinguishing 


mongoose would have the manual à 
dexterity to rewire a thermostat. s completing 


Use a fire extinguisher ` the plan? X 
on the thermostat. 


UJA 


You're getting pretty good at 


this, but we still 


haven't 


incorporated a wheelbarrow or 


twenty-five gallons 


1only came up with 
a use for eighteen. 


/N 


of motor oil. 


Triangle and Robert | "т по свагоп how we can be | Weather satellites don't have that 
So in your version of the plan, we | 509 the surveillance satellite will | sort of mobility. 

would impersonate an endangered | ®!#У disabled for the entire period. Think, Triangle. 
species. | wonder if that's a crime Worst case, we crash a 


already. weather one T Oh! The coconut will 
It will be one handle it! 
after we're done. ! Exactly. 
s s 
I know. 
^ 


An interesting exercise, Tt's 


i I'll keep the plan in reserve in 
Triangle and Robert | T Les пне оа irem emere н 
Now that we have a plan, I'm going | -equest, I can also adapt it for | movie tickets, but on interesting 

exercise. 


to write the ICI a polite letter asking] | sorte espionage if we get 
That'll keep you busy 


for access to their archives 
а client that needs it. 
зо we don't need to | 
‘enact the plan. Try adapting it into a ~, while I try to write a 
ay to eneak into calm, well-reasoned 
letter. a 


4 Good call. AA movies. 


Triangle and Robert 
4s this a good time? 


I don't even know 


what time this is. 


o 


© 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


iknow, your chronology 
has been slipping. 


Coe would you want 

to talk to me Гог? 

С) I'm possibly your 
only real enemy. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


We have common enemies. 


О 


We face common adversities, 

then. We each struggle 

against the tendency of 
o айко make no sense. 


Net really. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Be less abstract. What's 
the actual issue at hand? 


Triangle and Robert 

/ stil! blame you for some of 
this mess, Cartoonist. 
Your incompetence is . The 

unforgivable, but it is not the drowning in pasts. 

only problem with our reality. о Still tco 


O 9 abstract. 


Legacies. Far too many 
legacies, The present is 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


‘SHEEP 


Can you put it Л 
undramatically without 
supervillain trappings? 
Youg try my patience. 


You're sounding 
о like Orpuddex. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


А 


Triangle and Robert| "Em ins 
To choose our own destiny 
is a thing of exceeding 


This has to do with Cube, 
right? He consulted with 
you abcut his findings 


Je was you who drew concerning the shadow 
difficulty. As we speak, ancient! ps А agency's activities? 
me that way. Yes. Gan I tell it at my 


secrets are being delved into 
by polygonal fools who fail to. 


О 


© 


understand what they repeat. 


own pace, please? / 
о Apparently 
not. 
INSERT 
suPERANTELLIEENT [J 
TELEPATHIE 
SHEEP 


INSERT INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


Why did | think this would be 
anything but awkward? 
(Oraiiure to account] 


С) for your ego 
Ó and mine. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Maybe I should cut to Cube 


and let him explain what 
he found, then come back 
to you for possible 
solutions. 
Scene changes are your 
answer far everything. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


ГА 


Cube, are scene changes 


my answer for everything? 


What? I'm in the middle of 
а presentation! 


Triangle and Robert | If youl look at page eight оғ The conclusion is not 


my report, you'll see that the | inescapable, but likely: 
Now, where was 1 before same money trail leads both to | the function of the base was 
that interruption? the construction of the rocket |to develop and test Tetrean 


Something about| base and, a few months prior to! technology. My proposed 
the initial planning for tha course of action is on page 

construction, several expeditions! twelve. I've taken the liberty 

Ithank you. Yes, the vicinity of Tet of preparing a sub. 


^ с у 


Tetris? 


Retroactive authorization of 
pun use, to be exact. ГЇЇ never 


This is quite a sub. outfitting an undersea vehicle. 


Thanks, I've been studying Oh, and l'II need a K-95. live down that "sub" gag 
sandwicheraft in my spare time. » and 11 need a without the appropriate papers. 
Not to toot my own horn, but What's thara | 
L think I have some real talent weapon: / 


condiments. 
^ Irsa form. —] 


Triangle and Robert |: think 1 know what І want| Revealing it right пом in 


_ то dramatically and the form of a 
At least you waited until 1 was | gradually reveal, but I'm [conversational slip is not 
done the slides. Visual aids | undecided on the process my plan. 
always break when they end up | by which to reveal it. 
in the strip. Go on. go on For all you know it's the best 
|r guess youtt p you'll be able to come up with, 


апа it'll save a 
lot of time. At 
least consider it. 


7 follow the 
ocean mission? 


Maybe bits 
of it. 


Triangle R Have you ever considereda | Character in the strip 
gle and Robert thing called narrative who hasn't come to some 


Р? А 
Back already? ‘coherence? sort of terms with my 
. . imposition on your 
О eee You're the only ventre the last 
flipping around. е | universe. You're the las 
Q pping О one, aren't you big unknown, in a way. 
о o The only... That's one of the most: 


О ominous things anyone's 


ever said 


INSERT 


INSERT to те. 
M sunt enr M ou 


SHEEP 


Cube is pragmatic about it|No. When your identity as 
and has found ways to deal| something more than a 


Triangle and Rober 


Robert has embraced his | with me. Orpuddex is sheep began, you defined 
comic-strip nature. patient and knows I must | yourself in terms of your 
Triangle doesn't like it, | до away sooner or later. |detestaticn of me. 1 wrote 
but has adapted and can | You want me го toe the line? | that. It was my choice as 
accept me as a person, much as it was yours. 


О 


even though not аз а 
demigod. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 


TELEPATHIE ерат 


SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert | ™* 


You're trying to take credit 
for deliberately engineering 
my disapproval of you? 


Ө! I wrote it. I 


don't plan to 
[e] unwrite it. 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


"T 
consequence that we 
have no basis for 
discussion or negotiation 
is just something we 
both have to deal with 
and accept. 


Or this is reverse psychology. 


INSERT 
‘SUPERUNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Do you really think I'm 
mentally competent enough 
to use reverse psychology? 
J cannot answer that question 
either positively or negatively 
without denying some premise 
of my own identity. Therefore, 

i must continue to hate you. 


INSERT G 
SUPERUNTELLIGENT Éo) 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 


INSERT 


SUPERNTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


It's impossible for this 


scene to go anywhere. 


Entirely. 


О 


о 


INSERT 
SUPERNTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Meanwhile, Triangle awaits 
a reply from the 
mysteriously silent ICI. 


Yes, this is me awaiting. 


^4 


i І don't know what 1 have nothing better to do, 1 
Triangle and Robert happens next. guess I can help you ийе. 
You know, the plot isn’t going Thanks. I know that 
to move on its own without at You say that like something the Sentries should 
least same minimal effort on particular is supposed to. Start returning soon, 
your part. If you want time to but first your powers 
advance, advance it. It feels like it. and Cube's spy thing 
^ need to resolve. 

Could they resolve 
together? 


^ 


Triangle and Robert | , Whatever sort of bizarre plan 


The Convergence of 

disparate plot threads is 

almost always a thing to 

be desired. How might th 

be achieved with respect 
to your desire to be 
depowered and Cube's 
search for the 

mystery agency? 


ability? 


the shadow agency is up to, might 
it involve powerful ancient magic 
exposure fo which would cause 
2. Permanent alterations in cooking 


It'd be tco big а 


stretch. I know 
pretty much 
what they're 
up to. 


Fair enough. Do you have any 
particular processes for 
depowering in mind yet? Would 
any have an impact on the 
RDCLBA's status if discovered 
and used? / 
І сап зее опе, 
but you wouldn't 
like the obvious 
consequence and 
neither would 
Cube. 


Triangle and Robert 


There's a certain 
bureaucratic element to 
the magic of your 
universe. The simplest 
way of removing your 
powers, then, might be 

to delegate them. 


That's almost plausible.” 
Try to figure out how 
much dividing it would 
take to end up with 
manageable levels for 
everyone involved. 
This comic has shifted focus from 
events to the planning thereof, 
\ Апа the discussion 
surrounding said 
planning. 


To someone who would 
immediately be even less 
able to control them. 
Yes, it would be a 
bad thing overall. 


Perhaps if | were to 

delegate a small amount of 
7 power ta each of 
many Indirectly 
Chosen Ones? 


Triangle апа Robert | А! this hesitation and avoidance. 
of making things actually happen 
What are you afraid of? is bad for the comic, Be bold 
| Make something happen, even 
I have no ide. 7 something dumb 


T doubt that. You're probably 
There's something. right. I'll 
ү bring in Linda. 


I know there's 
something, but 
not what. 


Just don't ask hêr about 
the details of anything 
she doesn’t volunteer. I 


haven't finished plotting 
it all. 


Now that's what 
I'm talking about! 
Й 


i 1 don't know what it is, but You're not supposed to 
Triangle and Robert I'm sensing something very pronounce the E 


Something's coming. Let's meet it | vary powerful approaching | 


outside so it doesn't wreck by air, see it, in the Tam if it's mythic. 


‘our living room. distance, а Itlooks more likea — | 
Huh? rider astride a wingéd trapezoid to me. 
М wingéd wolf., | 


i I think that's the Meat Sentry! | More than that, Robert. Her... 
Triangle and Robert Li her aura, or something... | 
inda? You look... 


You Took excell dont know what 'm sensing, 
the same, actually. ut something's new. 


It's coming this way! 
Should I get the oversized 


No need buterfly ne? You smell Hello to 
о need, Robert. 1 
Whatever itis, it's | different. you too! 


landing. | 
| | | 


Triangle and Robert | "e have time. We haven't seen or heard 
So, flying steed, huh? I guess you need |тот the other Sentries since 


L . to hear it sooner | 9" quest started. 
ong story. or later. Am I the That's a little scary. 


first one When is the 
back? flashback 
N starting?, 


Triangle and Robert Enormous and powerful,| The weather was 
My tale begins years адо, 2, robotic barbecue was | supposed to be fine. No 
іп Memphis.| was | to be the high point of | one predicted otherwise. 
apprenticed to the then the festival. К was a When rain began, we 
Meat Sentry. You've behemoth masterpiece, | assumed it would pass. 
heard all this before. | Crowning achievement) The lightning took 
* / in appliance engineering.) everyone by surprise. 
Tell it anyway. Get ^ Й 
а running start. 


Triangle and Robert Many years later, 


MEA It was then that the 
One bolt of lightning fighting alongside fellow | warrior | had become 
struck the robot. The Sentries, I faced a robot | considered what my 

result is known to this and froze up, younger self had 

à helmed by 
day as the Memphis overw 


Thad rot witnessed, and came to 
memory. I had по i 
Barbecue Massacre. M a new and worrying 


My mentor was one of thought back to Memphis| conclusion: that no 
those killed, апат “| 07a long time N simple appliance ` 
became the next prior. could be that 
Meat Sentry. efficient a killer. 


Triangle and Robert I was not to find my The true killer, then, was 
1 sought the creators of |геуепде so easily. It was whoever or whatever 

the robot which had slain| пої their doing. The [sent that bolt of lightning 
my mentor. The search |'obot's ability to kill was апа drove the robot mad. 

was not difficult; many in| ап inevitable emergent Knowing no vill 
fact were among the behavior, not a result of | with such an al 


N its design. I let the matter wait, ` 
ranks of the Meat ign. N assured that the 


Enforcers, of which i 
Dr workings of plot 
lhad briefly been would eventually 
an officer. 


lead to a confrontation. 


Triangle and Robert | The Fondue saw that we |We should have realized 
As you know, when the could not function asa | how much of a mistake 
Dairy Sentry brought true team until we һаа | that was going to Бе in 
forth the Fondue of Four faced our pasts and advance. Fortunately, we 
Thousand Cheeses, it | Overcome them. After split up before long. 
set before us a quest, disposing of the Fondue | What follows, | may have 
not for the fate of the jand solving your hospital] partially hallucinated. It 
“world but | bill, we set gets strange. 
forourown| , forth N N 
benefit. | together. 


I had to do research. 


H ы 
Triangle and Robert! 1һайїһоиаһ1һаї1һе 
Who's that over there? workings of comic-strip 

- She looks like me. narrative would lead me 
She is me. We're doing to the foe | sought, but 
a flashback. Got it. the time had come for 
the confrontation and no 
leads had arbitrarily 


fallen from the| 
sky. 


I have no idea 
what I'm doing. 
It's been years 
since I was in 

a library. 


Bi 
Uh, do I need to say a title} You! Do you work here? 
I think I'm lost. 


| Yes, and yes, Youve 


This library is 
needlessly baffling! 
I was looking at 
meteorology and 
now I'm in some 
other section 
entirely? 


wandered into the 
negative section. 


Explain yourself. | 
Are you aware of the 
Dewey Decimal system, 
from ООО to 
the 900s? М 


A little. 


Most normal books, and even 
most unnarmal ones, can be 
classified within that range. 
This aisle is negative 1560 
through the negative 1470s 
You shouldn't be here. | shouldn't 
be here. Ive been trying to find a 
way back for at least a day. 


Do you have ` 
any meat? 


Er, flashback cont'd? 


Excuse те, did you just ask me for- 


Meat. So І can cast 
a spell. I'm the Meat 


Sentry. 
Й 


Ihave no food. | never meant to 
wander into this section. | didn't 
know this library even had а 
negative section, end Ive worked 
here for seven years. 


In that case, do 
you have any 


The ICI librarians 
sometimes had 
explosives! 


Listen, | am getting out 


of here one way or 

7 1 another and 1 am well 
explosives? beyond caring about 

Гат a librarian. 7 property 

N damage. 


1 would not recommend risking My interrogation skills 


damage to the books in this section. | You don't think at were as sharp as ever. 
аата ропе all S Gk from What lve A few threats and the 

So how do we get swith the mouths on i. book emitted a weird fog, 

back into the normal - enshrouding us. 


art of the library? А 
Ра Well? e l hope this 
| don't think wef | is the good 4 
when I'm rushed. kind of 
weird fog. 


1 сате out of the fog a 1 pulled alikely-looking | Atthat point I realized 


little disoriented. book off the nearest |Га come back among the 
shelf. It had what mythology, not the 
Good, I'm back. I needed. meteorology. 
Of course! Memphis, like many 
[9] / cities, has its own 
o 


7 lightning god. 
That god shall 
fall to my might. 


We fought an evil space-ham 
together. Implausibility is no 
reason for me to disbelieve 

anything. I'm particularly 


Triangle and Robert 
I realize my story is 


getting implausible. You 
don't have to believe curious about fhat winged 
steed of yours, though. 


any of it. | don’t know | 


how much 1 Wingéd. 
believe N N 
myself. | 


The E isn't silent when 


it's mythic. 


Robert and I already 
did that joke. 


Repetition is 
comedy... 


Having chosen my foe, | 
studied further so that | 


would learn his 


weaknesses and how to 


access his domain. 


I should have 
thought of this 
sooner. 


Of course no mortal 
power could have felled 
my mentor so easily. 

I seek а god. Lightning 
was involved. That spells 
lightning god. It was in 
Memphis. Memphis has a three hits before he 


lightning god... can even react if 
о. I time it right. ©, 


The more І read, the 
easier this looks. I'll 
make some tengu 
а l'orange, teleport right 
into his celestial throne 
room, and get off a good 


Lu in р 
If | had known then what | Working my magic as Can you just take my 
my quest was going to planned, | materialized word for the majesty? 


become, I would have | In... Not really. The only 
still gone through with it,| Right. I should have | divinities Ive encountered 

but not for the same expected the scenery | had majesty shortages. g 

reasons. not to be drawn. I guess this one did 
too, but it was still 
impressive. A lot 
of slightly kitschy 

magical artifacts. 


Today, you will 
T be avenged! 


Nothing to do with Memphis, 


Я Low-powered? 
Triangle ana Robert | Egypt, | guess. 


Not insanely so. 


Kitschy magical artifacts? Just... well, think 


No, not even close. 


The sort of thing about the sortof | Magical sunglasses, 
you'd expect from a iconography guitars? 
god whose Earthly involved. Yes, and since we're 
dominion is talking about a | 


lightning god... 


Everything way 
7 too sparkly. 


s 
limited to` 
Memphis. 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle, she's scaring me. 


| нов is the Meat 
Sentry scaring you? 


Because she's not scaring me. 
You're having a normal, quiet 
conversation, I think she might 

be possessed or something 


Robert actually has a point. 
Care to explain? 


| will. 
N 


The wingéd steed, my 
lack of rage, | can 
account for these things. 
I would like to continue 
telling the story 
chronologically, 

however. 


Okay. We'll 
listen. 


M 
I was disoriented, but it N 
passed before | was I struck! 
noticed. 


Hold on. Cartoonist? 
I didn't mean to use a 
whole panel for that line. 
So you waste 


another panel 
mentioning that? 


The element of surprise | My mentor shall be 


Hold, mortal! 
was mine. Н 
А | avenged on this day! Who are you, what are you 
Die! Die! accusing me of, and а 
N stop hitting me? 


\ 


М 


Triangle and Robert 


You don't even 
remember? 
Remember what, mortal? 
Explain why you now 


confront me. 
N 


The Memphis Barbecue 
Festival! The Meat 
Sentry! 
I do remember that incident. 


You overestimate me. 
! 


I don't sign ой on every pair 
of clouds that rub together. 
Sometimes lightning just 
strikes. 


Do you really 
expect me to 
believeno, but 
‘it's no less true, 
for that. You're 
gaing to attack 


me some 
more now. 


An invisible wall of 
invisible bacon. The 
Meat Sentry before me 
was unprepared for you, 
but I will not fall! 
Thad nothing to do 
with that robot, > 
Leave now 
от suffer 
for your 
folly. 


The god turned his 
power against me, but 
the magic at my 
command was 
the greater. 
What? How? 
N 


Y'm not doing any 


supering here. А 


V launched а hail of 
jerkydaggers. They hit. 


(Narrating on the 
hear in pues te gay 


The dead god lay before | | need answers! | didn't | | was as disappointed 
me. | had won, but my | get them from this one, | at the brevity of the 
foe had died without so I'll find more. There battle as at anything 

explaining his actions or [are other lightning gods.| else. What right did a 


even admitting them. One of them will talk. god have to die so 
" ч 7 quickly, without giving 
wasn me any serious 
/ ENOUGH! challenge? 


«= = | <~ 


My rage propelled me | You're the lightning god 


through strange of Shelby County, 
dimensions as | sought | Tennessee. You already 
battle with the heavens | know why I'm here and N Wrong 
themselves. what I'm after. 


answer! 


You! Answer me! 


i IDO? 
~ А 
^ (I think | would have 
attacked no matter what 
SY he said.) 
"i 


Triangle ana Robert Wrong answer again! | I'm glad that didn't kill 
ГІІ ask you again! you! The last god I tried 


WHAT'S THE it on died before I got 


XOU DIDN'T 

ASK ME А | | QUESTION? WHAT IS 
7 - 

/ AL. Utm | WRONG 


an Z WITH YOU, 
+ MORTAL? 


I've taken precautions. I'll 


Vanishing into mist won't 
not suffer the fate of 


protect you for long. 
You'd better tell me what the Sentry before me. 


I want to hear. =] THE WHAT? | 


YOUR FOLLY WAIT. ARB 
IS ABSURD. | YOU LINDA 


WHY ARB YOU 
CONCARNE? 
YIP) нот вьветко-| Sor RENE 


CUTED? HA VE SAID. 


Triangle and Robert IT WAS 
You know who | am and NOT GOD- 
why I'm here! Now tell 


LIGHTNING. IT 
me what | need to know 4 
or no disappearing act WAS JUST 
will save you from my 


WEATHER. 
vengeance! N 


READY. 
VOU HAVE If that’ у, 7. 
XOU HA YI | iate your only. | THAT'S 

defend yourself. 1 = 
BEEN TOLD. 


LIGHTNING. 


Triangle ana Robert You even knew I was 
That was a good feigning weakness with 
lightning bolt. I'm artificial smoke flavor! 

actually smoldering. The preliminaries are 


This battle is going... over. Now | use my 
to... really big recipes. 


YOU'D HAVE 
TO S AM D 
UP FIRS 

шиш 


H " N 
Triangle and Robert | То me, mechanically | The dark meaty forces 
Oh, I can stand up. separated nuggets of | pulled the gad back into 


mortality! C. , Cri | А 
And when I do, you сарсын of cytorrak! | physical being at the 


give me some answers EN same time they pulled 
or you suffer. піт apart pixel by i 
^j pixel. This isn'tmuch о! 
Y Cursor WA an illüstration: 
YOURSELF. Heed my call, fiends of 


gristle and sinew! Strike 
at my foe before you! 


Triangle and Robert |My hopes were thwarted.| Would it be jumping to conclusions 
You'd better still be The lightning god of to suppose your story continues 
Conscious? I'm in an | Shelby County was not | wil the beating up ora third, 

n technically dead, but | more powerful tanning got 


interrogating mood! | пад по desire to wait for Not especially. 
the obscure magical I'll skip over 
alignments which would some of it. 
allow him to N 
recover from 


pulverization. 


1 forget exactly where the! Why won't you just tell I'm not here for 
third one was the me why? That's alll'm | platitudes! I'm here for 
lightning god of. The asking. the truth! 
battle was unmemorable.| 
No, you're here fora 


А There was no why. clean story about a 
Now talk! The gods do not direct murder you can avenge. 
You've chosen a horrible every fate, and death What you're getting 
path, Meat Sentry. What comes to all regardless ds the wath. 
will you do when there Of their station. 


are no gods left to blame? 


Triangle and Robert | ‘т a lighting god. ! bless | I just work here. I'm 


Memphis isn't in my Misi Чо with not even a pur pl 
and di 


territory at all! What fightNing. 
are you doing? | 


You're calling 
N me a liar! * 
mum ay a s 


Winning. 


Hundreds of these 
battles occurred. ‘Actually, you missed 
Budapest. 
I don't care HOW few That's fi 3 
city blocks you're a god |), ready now 
of! You're a lightning до! усш know he goo 
and I'm not backing | 


had nothing todo 
vith any of this Y 
—@’ down! Youre ona 
— crusade tr 
nothing but your 
^ oim satisfaction. 


It's down to us. 


N 

This was the biggest 
one. This lightning god 
had domain over almost 
the entire Earth. If | was 
going to get my answers, 
it would have to be now. 
By the way, I did already 
mention that | may have 
hallucinated any or all 

of this? 


Triangle and Robert | That was the beginning I could have imagined all 
What happened to the flashback? | °F 2 description. — of it, or | could have 
^ А / I think ittook | been unable to perceive 
І can't even begin either less than a | the reality of the battle, 
to describe how second or several| or | could have been so 
| fought Earth's weeks. There was| insane with rage that I 
mightiest lightning a lot of magical | had no idea what was 


god. N confusion. going on.It was ~ 
^M among the hardest 
fights of my life, if 
it happened. 


Triangle and Robert | No. I did win. You of all |_| survived that battle. 
Since youre alive, I take ityou | Polygons should know May I tell my story 
somehow managed to win the | that currently being alive in order? 

battle. doesn't imply having 


Oh. I spoiled something. 
That doesn't follow. survived. p ? 


Sorry. Don't hurt me. 
You lost and survived? So you died? / You can 


7 relax, — 
| f | Triangle. 


Triangle and Robert | wait. Hold the flashback. 


ЕЕР. 
You've obviously 


This is Budapest now? 


Yes. 


been expecting me.| What happened after 


N 


the big fight you were 
talking about? 


I'm not positive. 
I think | ended up 
killing him because 
I couldn't subdue him. 


Grossly anticlimactic. 
The climax is later. 
PLEASE DON'T TORTURE 


ME. | DON'T KNOW A 


THING. That's a good 
reason tog 


D 
torture 
you. 


Triangle and Robert! You've only bought idn't know a thi 
Running awa yourself time! 1 didn t know a thing. 
g y wasa I'm sure you've all 


`7. I will find you, and now | _ 
А Зоо беса. 1 know you're hiding | figured that out by now. 
anything, but it something! If | were chasing me, 


showed intelligence. where would | hide? 


Triangle апа Robert| ! think that was fatal. | So. what did you do? 


? 
Now what do I do? 1 stood there for an 


N Telefrag! 4 indeterminate time. 


C 


But the futility had become 


i That seemed like a good ending 
Triangle and Robert clear. Nothing else had to 


right there, when you saw the 


That's quite the story. futility of what you'd done. happen before realization 
It still hasn't explained set in, just time and distance. 
your new aura or the I hadn't seen it yet. Maybe, but the 
magical steed. н И 1 
gi А That was me as the point got drilled 
| I haven't narrator, not as | in anywa 
gotten to the, thought at^, yway. 


Ever hear of 


a meta-god? 


important the time. 
part! ` 


Triangle and Robert | Meta-sods don't have Only indirectly. Clowns 


; anything to do with have legends 
Meta-god? mortals, Their domain is 9 
Yes.My actions | strictly over gods. Should І have 


had angered the n any idea what 
meta-god of | текедей ad that last sentence 
lightning gods. meant? ` 
\ | | А олу indirectly. | 


Triangle and Robert | ! guess killing every single Did you kill the meta-god? 


lightning god in the entire world 
Meta-gods have no “Would be a special case | Well, 1 had to try. 
direct influence over Some were only 1 suppose you did, by then. 
polygon affai heavily incapacitated It's a matter of inertia. 
general, but I'd broken y P: t | 


things. N N 


N] 


Triangle and Robert| Foryour own safety, do 
not attempt to harm me. 
Explain yourself, Meat Sentry 


of the Seventh Race of Earth. _ 
Nice try! 


I have nothing to BN 
explain to you! 
^ 


{fd 


Triangle and Robert 


You were instantly turned to а 
pile of ash and retained 
consciousness? 


Apparently. 


Al 


That's very mythic. 
Or imaginary. 
Something 
happened to me, 
but it might not 
be what! \ 
remember. 


You keep bringing that point up. 
Either you don't want to believe 
it happened or there's a 
contradiction in the story you 
can't account far. 


Hm... probably the 


Triangle and Robert | ! don'tthink time as we | | think the meta-god of 


Let's operate under the. know it applied. A htning gods was 
assumption that your memories hundred years, a day, | waiting for me to try to 
of these events were accurate. don't know how long | say something. 


"re still i ise. | spent as a pile of ash. | 
They're still imprecise. 1 had nothing to say. 


#% F3 


. #. ^ 
Triangle and Robert | The horror started then. | AZZ the weather. 
You have doomed your The lack of artwork in | Since the dawn of the 
world, Sentry. Lightning gods this flashback is Seventh Race. With 
do not exist solely to sparing you. The diagrams. The meta-god 
provide an anthropomorphic _|meta-god took advantage| of lightning gods had 
Explanation fer нна of my semi-deadness been rehearsing this 
phenomenon. h am 
to... to faik aboutthe |presentation for millenia 
weather. and finally had someone 


ER d to pu it on. 


di Мм 
Triangle and RoberT | It's to do with polygon Deities are actually 


i i " physics being less essential to the 
подато воде stable than the physics | ecosystem. That's the 
activity in the of previous races. summary version. You 
atmosphere tends to Every time history don't want the long 
build indefinitely. restarts the rules change| version. 
a little and the rules we 
got were convoluted and fe 


F^ r^ broken. 


H ifitw ^ 
Triangle and Robert | Even if it was true there | | overpowered the 
With the majority of your | Was no reason to beso | lightning gods alone. 
planet's lightning gods dead smug about it. Surely if | was that 
пота ng rest incapacitated. | can only intervene in the | Powerful, the other four 
all that you knew and loved will | affairs of gods, not of worlds. Sentries together... 
be consumed. No one can save your Earth. no. | was stronger than 
jall of them combined and 
I knew it. They had no 
chance. 


dl dl 


Triangle and Robert | That wasn't very good It's mythic, Triangle. 


reasoning. Your power is 1 don't even know what 
If anyone mostly limited to destroying "mythic" is supposed 
has enough things. to mean at this point. 


power to stop the 
impending climatic 
disaster, 


It's a magical story. 
What magic does, 
magic can undo. 
N 


Since when? 


ЧА 
Triangle and Robert can we go ко panels of 


just text naw? 


You're asking? РА 


Well, if you need 
something in particular 
drawn, I really should 
draw it for this part. 
This is the climax, 
right? 


The gods must be 
revived. Scatter my 
ashes to them. 


© впау you show 
some semblance of 
О nobility, Meat Sentry 


ER of the Seventh Race. | UL i 
л Yes. I'll let you know. 


I'm infusing the 
gods with all my power 
andit isn't enough! 


That is not all your power. 


What else is there? I guess it's to save the 
All my command of the | world and І brought all 
world's meats. All ту | this on myself. The last 
strength and speed. All | shreds of my life energy. 
my detective skills, not | Take all this, gods whom 
that they amount to 1 have wronged, and 


forgive me. 
much. That is not all of your power. 


Do you not understand 
All that is but a fraction. yourself, Meat Sentry? 
You must give up what you 
truly value. 


My life isn't enough to 
‘sacrifice? What do | 


What you never let go of, 


even when you lost your 
identity. The fire at the 
heart of all your might 


My. my anger, 


Buti 


LIKE 


my angor! 


Did you go through with it? 


Yes. | gave up my 
anger to resurrect 
the gods I ч slain. 


1guess that was 
very mythic of AN 


AI 


Triangle and Robert | it was a dream? Oh. That's... nicely 


Miss? Wake up. unambiguous. 
Wake ир! What was a dream? 
You just appeared in a (5 the animal tethered 
This is the library. flash of lightning and outside yours? 
fell over. You scorched 
7 ve S a magazine rack. Probably. 
N 


Triangle and Robert | 1 means she takes thirty White rhombus shot the funny! 
The steed was a gift | Percent less damage than 


M a wizard 
signifying that | was now That helps. 
i No one is going 
a Valkyrie. 1o get Tune 1 never use 
What exactly does armor Nd 


that mean? 


Triangle and Robert |t can also travel through| Whenever a sufficiently 
the Zone of No Pudding,| brave warrior dies in 

pom of bolso a Vallae. but I'm not supposed to Бае, the geographically 
do that except on n nearest Valkyrie is 

It can find its way to any required to offer that 

battlefield, по matter So wet is your duty? warrior transport to the 


afterlife, bypassing the 
hidden. \ processing queue. 
That sounds ` { 
ГАУ 


2 


Triangle and Robert 


I can also command 
weather a little as a 
Valkyrie, but my magic 
as the Meat Sentry is 
stronger. 

N 


Even without your anger 
to drive it? 

I think anger 

grows back. 


1 guess that's it for your 
side story. It made more 
sense than | expected 
What are you going 
to do now? 


Hope my Tivo 
didn't run out of 


| space while | 
' | was “| 


` 


Triangle and Robert | So Linda's story is supposed — |I* could also be a story I 


had saved up independently 
1o teach me a lesson. 
So where were we? and inserted as a way of 
You wanted to get rid of I wouldn't assume that. | buying myself time to 
your cuisine-magical, It could just be think about the 


power NV counterpoint main plot. 
N That implies you 
think about 
the plot. 
7 


Triangle and Robert 
\ Within the cramped 
quarters cf a submarine 
somewhere deep in the 
Asymptotic Ocean: 


‘Oh, no. "Somewhere"? 
LL 


Commander! 1 think the 
Cartoonist just confirmed 
that we're nowhere near 


Tetris! ^ 


Where's the сот... I'm the 
commander. I'm the 
commander, and I should not 
have ordered halved oxygen 
rations. I lose at submarine. 
At least now I know we're 
lost, as opposed to something 
0 — —7 erazier. 


i All hands prepare to surface! | Zither our instrumentation or 
Triangle ana Robert | geography is broken. 


Commander, now that we know. Hands? Instrumentation failure seems 
that we don't know where we Never mind that. Do you more likely. 
are, 1 recommend that we surface, have any theories about But with Fourth Race 
| Make it so. how we got off-course? technology involved, 


\ —3À4 | it's better not to rule 
——— —A anything out. 


i Tve been with the RDCLBA since 
Triangle Robert You haven't been on 
ge and * ced. too many missions, have you? | the Pentagon days, though. You 


At least we're on Earth. can rely on me as a sub pilot. 


Was that in question? | This is the my first Right. Check the 
" " hazardous one, Гуе struments. Find out 
Everything is in question. mostly done undersea what broke and where 
! salvage. — ——2A we've ended up. 


' N 


Triangle and Robert | sabe, but without a known | Wait for night, get latitude from 


Ive checked everythi Position to calibrate from its | the stars, stay surfaced and navigate 
Ve checked everyrimg over, ae useless. manually unti! we sight land. 
much as possible outside of dry 

dock. 1 still have no idea where ‘What do you see | Lasked for options. 
we are. Our navigation system as our options? What's wrong with that one? | 

has definitely been sabotaged. [| Lack 6 of style. 


^ 


H The Cartoonist writes conflicts. | What conflict could possibly 
Triangle and Robert |sometimes they're quiet internall аан ratrally hom a 
If the Cartoonist hadn't gotten | ones, but usuaily there's chasing | we//-equipped submarine with 


involved, your boring plan | or violence. lf we don't leave | a ду crew being slightly off 
would be the correct one. | room for a conflict to develop | ^ course at peacetime? 
, naturally, the Cartoonist wi We'd better think of 
What would happen now? pick one for us, probably one ‘one before he does. 
І — we're not ready for. М 


s 


Triangle and Robert | We have no idea where we are. 1 guess you could throw 


Y You are blatantly unfit for yourself overboard, if you 
Mutiny? The missionis — command. So, yes. We're staging] really want to pitch in. 
doomed. You nearly a mutiny. 
asphyxiated us with! sounds good, Can 
your "half oxygen ҮЕ That sounds dangerous. 


rations". ! 


N 


Triangle and Robert | that's an interesting 

way to take the plotline 
Are you 

really that afraid of my 


о 


о 


о 


You joined а 


O mutiny against 


o 


yourself and 
threw yourself 
overboard. 


Glub. 


"4 


4 


by the horns. 


writing? 


Glub! 


N 


^I don't believe cur 
prior agreement requires 
me to save you from the 
consequences of your own 
suicidal actions. We 
only agreed that I 
wouldn't kill you. 


m 


u ^ 
i Triangle was once worried | It could also be argued 
Triangle and Robert that a suicide by Orpuddex| that any event I write is 
On the ether hand, there’| would count as a killing | ultimately my doing and 
are ways it could be by Triangle for magical not that of the 
argued that І AM killing |рцгрозез, and your jumping|characters. This brings up 
you. overboard was a reaction | philosophical issues I 
to me in much the same way| don't want to address in 
Orpuddex's space. this comic, but ~~ 
launch was à it is an 
reaction to argument. 
Triangle. ? 


М ` 
Triangle апа Robert| т guess you survive. It's not like there's a 
I have no idea how yet. | submarine or something 
around to... um... 
right. That'll work then. 


\Inaction might count too. 
1f I am aware that you are 
drowning and have the 
power to save ycu, 
delivering a monclcgue 
instead of /N 
doing so 
could be 
killing" 


Triangle and Robert | % need to get the commander 


to a doctor! He's been underwater 


Commander! Wake ир, Commander? too long! 
| Uhhhh? How can we? 
You didn't need to We're still lost. 
actually throw yourself 
overboard. 


* Uhhh. 


Get the radio working and break 
radio silence if you have to! The 
mission isn't worth a thing if we 
Jose Cube! 
We have a radio? 
Were supposed to 
have a radio. 


Triangle and Robert Е i po Js that supposed to be funny? 
Two problems. What's problem two? 
Go on. | 
The radio is a block 
of wood with radio 
controls bolted to it. 


ENG 


1hope not. 


We have termites. 


j What can we do about it? 
Triangle and Robert | "^s w M 


1 don't think termites are medical help as soon as possible. 


going to be a significant threat. 


Navigation is the problem. 1 know that, but how? 


What if there was more We can't navigate. 
sabotage than we know? We can't communicate. 
М If we wait for the stars 
it could v 
be too 
late. 


Set random course! Full 
speed somewhere! 
We have plenty of fuel, 
night? 
The instruments say 
we do, but don't 
trust them. 


N 


Triangle and Rober 


Js that land or has the periscope 
also been sabotaged? 


| Open the hatch and look. 


What if were C.N 
still underwater? 


$0 


{ | The depth gauge could have 
been sabotaged. 


You're zt me. 


Maybe this conversation 
was sopotagedi 


FA 


1 either order you to shut 

up or respectfully request 

that you shut up. I'm not 

sure of our relative ranks 
at sea. 


Understood. 


ГА 


Triangle ana Robert | Statistically, on-panel This is more open terror 


Excus ‘ould y is the safest place to be. than I'm used to. 
Exense me, could you | Most of the mass deaths Maybe T should come 
give a little exposition | happen between strips. back later. 


about yourselves? It looks 
like yon might become 
important characters. 


What do you want with us? 1might have time to 


The Cartoonist! update my will. 
^_ Don't kill us} o 
N o 


Triangle and Robert | tse anything unusual. What's that? 


^ My will. 
1s he gone? It's too white. | уз 
You think anyone! | 
" Р 
How could we tell? | Oh. So we're still in find it? 
I've read that things | the strip and the Cartoonist 1 No idea. 


look different from | # stiff watching us. Can 1 borrow that pen | 
inside the strip. when you're done with it? 


AIG Ola 


Then how did ! know you had it? 


Those who the gods 


would kill, they first 
| Yes, 1 handed you the pen. make mad. 


Idontseei, | 
You didn't see it while 1 | # hat whats happening? 


was holding it either. 
N 


Triangle ana Robert 


Did you hand me the pen? 


The safest thing to do 
might be to kill ourselves 
now to avoid becoming pawns. 


г don't know about that. 


it might be premature. 


ia 


Triangle апа Robert | Can | ask you a question? | Is it here to rescue me? / 


" Im tree go? a ways as Not on purpose. 
Where'd my pa 9 You сап always ask. If they decide to 
T would prefer поё | What's that submarine land they probably 
to draw it. | doing? will. 
Oh. It's you. | can swim out 
^ 


Hesitating. 7 to meet it. 


Triangle and Robert | ^ torpedoes! Fre torpedoes! Yeah. They're not here to 


rescue you. 


They're jammed! 


Dive! 


There's a thing approaching us. У 
/ 


Triangle and Robert 
What was that thing? 
Something impossibly 


dangerous, I'm sure. 
It might have been 


Not dying is important. 
Cube will die if we don't 


Get those torpedo 
tubes fixed. We have 


Do you happen to be able 
to survive a direct hit 
from a 21 inch torpedo? 


Not a question | 
wanted to hear. 


The submarine was somehow 
sabotaged before they 
exbarked, Cube nearly 
drowned, the pilot has 
never had hazardous duty, 
and finding out all this 
was in the comic 

put them over 

the edge. 1 

don't think it's 
cowardice. 


Some very confused and 
frightened RCLBA agents 
in a submarine are lost 
and assuming anything that 
moves is hostile. 


Cowardly 
RDCLBA? А 
Atypical. _ 


Triangle and Robert 
Faster! Can you tell me 


Triangle and Robert | ! don't know how long it's | Hold that last thought. 
been since my last balanced 
meal. | can't access my I don't know how / 


polygons defecate and 
powers or stay regular. DO ly coalda t 


draw it anyway. 


If this island had so much as 
wild oats | would have no 
cause to fear battle. 
Grain magic is 
useless with 
сосопиіѕ ^, 


Triangle and Robert 


Are you planning for me to 
return to civilization soon? 
What I plan and 
what happens are 
largely 
uncorrelated. 


That lack of an answer 
sounds deliberate. 


I'd like to tie up 
the Fondue quests as 
soon as practical, 
so yes. 


Am I done my quest? 
| а= гаг as І know. 


Lousy ending then. / 


You're ambulatory. 


| have nowhere to ambulate. 


Triangle and Robert | Don't shoot! I'm harmless! Where'd you get 


a white flag? 
We'll be seen if we 


surface again. 


We can't stay down 


forever anyway. Gloss over it. 


fee 


Triangle and Robert | Did it say it wants to eat us? Are they splitting up to 


Don't shoot mel ‘ening thatsa ne. | surround me? 
not an й. | 
Don't eat us! Didhesayhe | youre not planning to 
/ | wants to 1 us? eat me, right? 
What? Don't Go vat in the submarine. 
shoot me! 


TA 


Trian g leand Robert 1 suppose that's reasonable. The RDCLBA was fairly large then. 
"т not sure if we should | worked with the No one knew everyone, 
det you on board. RDCLBA once. You That's true, it's just 
You don't need to. don't look familiar, odd that the Cartoonist 


Bring Cube and your | ou were tne isn't reusing an agent 
food supplies ashore. | food Pyramid 
N А 


Trom before. 
N A / 


Triangle and Robert 
Rye bread? This is perfect! 


There's only half a loaf. 


N 


a 


Do | look like the 
Cliche Sentry? 


There's a Cliche Sentry? 


Í 


Triang le ana Robert | Net ons: but he sank deep. Why would we have brought а 


How long did | The pressure is what. rice cooker on a submarine? 
pi dier socked him out Why wouldn't you? 
^ | Rice cooker. | Start a fire and get me 


| “а saucepan, | 


suppose, 


TH accept that premise for now. 
Triangle and Robert | ‘2 tink its working. opt that pi 


How can you make waffles 


Awaken! Awaken! Awaken! Bring me maple Syrup. | without a wafe iron? 
/ Everyone wakes up for The same way our 
waffles. forefathers did. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


Awaken! 
Awaken! 


We 


ave waffles! 


Magical wafflest 


All waffles are 
magical waffles. 


What's the last thing 
you remember? 
І orchestrated a mutiny 
against myself to keep the 
Cartoonist from coming up 
with something worse, 
and 1 went overboard. 
Then І went overboard. 


M 


Triang le and Robert 4 Well take care of. We really don't know yet. 
lust worry about regaining | And where are we? 
Rest now. your strength. 


How can I rest when 1 Tell me what's going on. | е7? pinned that down. | 


don't know where we What's the Grain Sentry 
are or what's wrong? doing here? | 


N I didn't ask. 


D 
i Do you think III be any less | This seems like as good а 
Triangle and Robert |, oy having things kept | cine oc алу кс coe te a 


Can you tell me from me? flashback. 
what's going on? Idid 


Not without | 


overexciting you, 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Cant you explain it directly? 


Is a flashback really necessary? 
| haven't explained 
what I'm doing on this 
island yet. 


That's right. | can. 


` 
What about your 
origin story? 


What possible relevance 
could my origin story have 
to anything that's going on? 


Triangle and Robert | #5 dangerous! You shoul be... | т don't try to be harmful. 


Talking is the safest thing) i дег possible justification 
to do. He tries to play 
do. d could your actions have? 
fair in conversations. 


Fair? 1 Are you trying to 
Precisely. Fair relative to what he make him mad? 
\ does otherwise. | N 


What are you doing? The Cartoonist 
ds here and you're just talking? 


H n 4 
Triangle and Robert Y He's fun to write 


when he's mad. 


What other possible justification I wasn't talking to you, 
could your actions have? Twas asking... huh? YOU're| yy, yp 
Are you trying to trying to make HIM mad? Ж 
make him mad? 1 overuse ellipses. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


You're writing what I say? 
As Isay it 


"Аз" implies a 
temporal correlation 
which doesn’t entirely 
exist, but 
yes. 


I need to lie down. 
No, you don't] 
Jm going to fre down anyway. 


Indeed you are. 


Believe it or not, you'll 
get used to it. 


That's all the 
scarier! 


АД 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm sure you're not just here to 
torment a poor submariner. 


True. 


5o what are you here for? 


You're asking me 
what I'm doing? 
Those weren't my exact 
words, but I suppose 1 am. 
n 


- 
What makes you think 


I know what I'm doing? 


L see. It's one of those stories. / 
Yes. Everyone get 
out of the plot 

and help 
me push. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry Хоч can leave out Leave out everything 


identifying information. between the first 


Sentry encounter and 


What? Why? Who said? ey gneounte: 
leant put ту авіа he | [stilldont know ifthatd | тыгы дас, уа 
strip. be safe for everyone still work. 
| involved. You're worryingly 


eager to have 
me tell this. 
^ 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | Where should | begin? The Start fleeing аспа , 


А hallway near the ІСІ 
most obvious place would...| central archive, pursued 


lI start narrating. | may not l by armed guards. 
n Reveal Loo much about ; - 
go through with it. your loved ones, 1 know.| That's not narrowing 
| Stop if you're things down much. 
uncomfortable. | /N The FIRST time. 
- That could 


work. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | 73s is = flashback’ HL There's some sort of 


now, right? 


Stop and we'll shoot! s misunderstanding! | 
/ Yes, this ба | was just asking a simple 
y oe N Disjunctiont flashback. | question about two of your 
Or we'll shoot! employees! 
А Maybe it's N 


exclusive-ort 
— 


——— 22, 


Origin of the Grain Sentry 


ud 
That's right. 
Are you sure this is 


a flashback? He's too fast! We 
Yes, of course it isl Са!!! keep up. 
Oh. Why aren't wa 
using our guns? 


Actually I'm not sure 
if the guards said that or 

| was just thinking it. 
They didn't need their guns 
because the ICI had its own 
superhero. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry Halt, evildoer! | ‘it wasn't in 20-point 


‘He seemed a little small for | That was seriously Century Gothic though. / 
a Sentry, but only because the first thing he D It was pretty close. 
| didn't know better. said to me. її do. 


IN ALSO 


Triangle апа Robert | flee from anyone trying How? | was just 


to shoot me. Call ita reflex. | asking EE d 
How am | an evildoer? You invited the 


You flee from ICI'S d 


ihe guards. ^ 


* International Culinary 
Institute 


Л, 
Right. Sorry if 
І offended. 


Triangle and Robert | True. Take out their names 


Did you just censor and locations if they í ; 
my flashback? appear, but don't black out ve no reason to 
d You didn't want | the phrase "my aunt and listen to you! 

Клен | uncle". | think that much , 
c P 


information ^ is safe. 
indt. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry fle's fast! | need to end 


this quickly before 
| slip up. 


You can 
hit me? 


Impressive jump. 


Triangleand Robert) where aid that 


baguette come from? 


15 this 
cuisine-magic? 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | The Grain Sentry. | I've never seen 
Was that magic? Will you surrender | Cuisine-magic up close 


" 2 before. Even if | had 
You're one of those... in intended to surrender, 


| Sentri ries. Surrender? I'm too interested now. 


Дол 


*Oval-Age 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | If you're going to fight me, | You're crushing me. 
Let's see some more magic!| Show me what you can dol Cast something! 
1 


AS 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | | can't immobilize you | have no idea what grain 
MI be going пом. Idon't | except by actually sitting magic is capable of and 
want you following me. |On you. The instant | get up, | | don't want to find out 

\ This is more of | you'll start unloading spells | — with my back turned. 


a standoff than |^, at me again. i 
1 don't know how Heh. , 

I thought. many more You don't 
times I can know? 


get lucky. 
Standoff? 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | Actually, | knew | had to be | We weren't talking about 
Н in top shape for this | diet plans. We were talking 
No magica | so | made a special | about magic. 
9° ^ breakfast. So that's the 


Next you'll 
be telling Mire 
Te special 
oatmeal - how? 


for breakfast; 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | You changed the font. There's a lot you don't 


Your abilities go well І don't bave the know. | can help you 
beyond those granted by font he was really find your answers. 
И К: J hi 
simple good CE clase. This No, I want to 
nutrition. What one lets me fit z find my 
you call your more dialogue, relatives. 
"diet plan" is an advantage 
а powerful wasted by using| 
application ^^" 


this panel to 
talk about 
it. 


of ritual magic. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry 


Your origin story is mildly 

interesting, but it's not getting 

no, it's not even 
interesting AND it's not 

getting us away from this 
—— 7 island, 


It wasn't my idea! 
Do you have cornstarch? 


Let's get in the submarine. 


Would you mind 

connecting those 

sentences a little? 
v 


> 
Later, aboard the 
submarine: 


There. Magical sextant. 
How do we use it? | 
Do you know how to 


use a normal one? 
Of course. 1 


Good. I don't. 
I think it's working. 


It's working. We have 
coordinates! 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | Come with me to the That's the most blatant 
You're not an enemy at records center. They'll trap l've ever heard. 
all, you're just contuseg. [answer your questions if 


I'm escortin How else will you 

The assumption you. 9 learn about 
being that \ you аот 
anyone who ? 


disagrees 
with the ICI 
must be wrong? 


А | 


Those records are under 


Origin of the Grain Sentry Clearance stxceleven. I'm not actually 
КИЗ toni ‘dont have access 
appened to his ‹ 
relatives, please. Oh. to fhat project 


classification. I 


| can't help. 
<> Let's go. 
3 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | Officially, Ihave no — |The Institute is sometimes 
face? knowledge of Project | too secretive for its own 

Why the about-face ^, | Six Eleven. In reality, 've| good. Project Six Eleven 
Where are you going? is nothing for them to be 


been watching it. 
Be quiet, stay close, Come on. ashamed of. 


and try to look like 
you work here. 
l = 4 | p x 
3 y 27) 


I sneak in here regularly 
to keep tabs on 
everything. 
And no one minds? 
Officially, they would 
mind if they knew. 
l 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | What about the people? 
This is the door to the They know me. 
Six-Eleven lab. Hug the Security just 
lett wall on the way in doesn't know 
so the camera won't that. | 
see us. 
N 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | This is the lab that's so Who has fhe personnel 
Heyl Sentry! Long time no see! [Secret they were shooting at flle? Not the regular one, 


см is me on the off chance | the accurate one that 
n you help me with this quinoa? Мын А ; 

Have you looked over. guessed that it might exist? | they keep having you 
that rice paper yet? Its not ominous enough. swallow. 


I know. Let me make а 
N [74 Quick trip to the — 
bathroom and l1 
have that for you. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry / Stop the flashback! [rough but accurate 


How can І best explain Right. The {summation of project] 
the project to someone plus some de естіче Jexpression of 
with no formal training?..4 your aunt and uncle. surprise at 
Narrate the general accuracy; 
\ zata pe generat accuracy: 
clarification] 
N 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | That's it? [solia justification to 
'some details elided] [ isn’ believe they are 
Ё ee f if l'm sorry there isn't largely unharmed] 

[partial information on more to tell |" 


| see. That's an aspect 
past status of the missing| 
persons in чоп! Do you think they're of cuisine-magic my 


Still alive? nutritional studies never 
OE happened fo encounter. 


So were you that Grain 


Triangle апа Robert |" wes setting muddled. еге you mat € 


We're approaching dock. The next part's about a No. | hadn't had an 
The first part of my year later, a few months coniact with him singe 
flashback just trails after I'd tracked down my| that first meeting. 

aunt and uncle. And then something 


| off from there anyway. N laninteresting happened, 


И 


Ж... I don't know what 
you're talking about? 


Triangle and Robert 


There must be more than one 


Cube! You're back? U n 
v ho. | He's talking about traitor here. 
the submarine. N what? what? 
eb gtased. 4 know that. - ‘You're trying to take 
e thingies. | You're being the fall so the other 


N saboteurs can stay 
— м in place. \ 


Triangle and Robert |No- He was trying to distract, Enchiladas? What's wrong with 
There must be more than one | You while we surrounded you. you? 
traitor here. | He's right. You're holding 


What are you going to do enchiladas. Where are 
What? What? [with those enchiladas, shoot me?| your pistois? 


You're trying to take ‘You weren't expecting 
the fall so the other me to come back with 
saboteurs can stay а Sentry. 


in place. N/— —— 7 Қ 


Triangle and Robert | Am І supposed to take a Why would I be on your 


What's going on here? side in this or is it an side in whatever this 
One RDCLBA group internal thing? Should conflict is about? 
sabotages another one? | be leaving? Are you actually asking 


not letting 


1 need your help. 
A them kill me? 
them Kill те? 


Triangle and Robert You know me! You could efd this 


0 r standoff fairly quickly by 
How do I know you're not on Its because ! know you reading the back strips. 
some insane renegade that I'm suspicious. Cube's mission was 
mission and these guys | I suppose that's a point basically pure research. 
aren't justified in stopping in your favor. Basically pure? 
you? —— —7 —— 


y 


Triangle and Robert |We're both generally in favor] t don't know, wrap them to go 
I've never stopped to read past | Of seeking truth. We're on |°" something. ! ont focus, тт 
comics in the middle of a the same side here. What | ^b fesked out by how 
potentially violent standoff | should | do with the double |") Magical train 
before. It really drives in how b Magical training 
mangled our reality is. agents? EN helps. A little. 
07 N 


Triangle and Robert | We holed up on this island Some of these polygons were 
expecting an open assault. with us when we built 


I can't believe there were so We ended up taking our this base. They could have 
many infiltrators. enemies with us. done nearly anything to it. 
We can't even be sure Oh ho. We could be standing 
this was all of them. | Oh no what? over a bomb as we speak. 
N М ИА 


i This is not a drill. Our base has It's not as desperate as it sounds. 
Triangle and Robert been thoroughly i ted by | We've been improving on the 
Is the intercom working? the enemy, and the infiltrators | Cornersheep's teleporter design 


Attention! This is an emergency!| have made their move. and as long as we have a 
Everyone proceed to the... no, | We are teleporting away. pre-selected destination it's 
the ships could be sabotaged. | _ Teleporting? foolproof. |'d rather leave 

d " 


Everyone come to the sub pent 


\ —/ my own 
way. 


Triangle and Robert | We ended up with so many 


Thank you for your help. 1 
don't know what the RDCLBA's 


until we can figure out how 


А 


double agents. 

You might be taking 

double agents into 
hiding with you. 


| can't speak for the 
other Sentries with 
certainty, but signal 


us if you need us. 


Я 1 mean, I guess it brings me upto | You ended ир botching your 
Triangle and Robert date on Cube, but what were you | quest from the Fondue in some 
.. then | made a glider crepe| doing stranded on an island with | horrible fashion and learned a 


and flew here, and that no ingredients in the first place? valuable lesson? 
brings you up М date. | don't want to talk Don't jump to 
Itdoes not! about it yet. conclusions. 


AALA 


Triangle and Robert That can't be right. | Look at all the flashbacks 
That just isn't right. 


| suppose the other Sentries | Time's been inconsistent. Also I guess our planet is 
have been waiting for me. What? drawing increasingly close to 
You're the second Well, it РА el Beta Tapiocus or whatever. 


one back. “That might have to 


| Vi do with it. 


Are you trying to actively 


T 1 
destabilize the timestream by OUR timestream, you foot! 


Triangle and Robert 


Cartoonist! having the planet's most powerful You have а 
N mages participate in unnecessary | timestream? Have 
Ducks? flashbacks? you checked that 


recently? 
wnat? E cam? Have we CHECKED? 


Triangle and Robert | There's something worse than I'm not following you. 
Prozac the Bear? 


The Cartoonist isn't making any Prozac the Bear is when the That's because it's 


sense. Cartoonist doesn't know what unthinkable. 
He might be. 


‚ е he's doing. I'm Then why are we 
I'm hoping it's wondering... what N talking about it? 
e oan if he does? | 


i Once before, the Cartoonist 
Triangle and Robert managed to damage time by 
Fill me in. | don't know much} giving Mr. Disease a horrible 


about the Cartoonist. What | flashback subplot. | want to 
exactly was that know if he's trying to do that 
conversation about? ‘on purpose with all these 


Sentry flashbacks. 
BN 1 


He's being cryptic instead of 
telling me. Usually this means 
he's making things up as they 
happen and hasn't decided what 
the reasons for things are yet. 
But this time 
things might 
really BEN, 
cryptic. 


Triangle and Robert But you beat the MSG entity!) г rarely have to, bur T wouldn't 


That just bought time 
Time which may have just 
become meaningless 


As Earth nears Beta Tapiocus, 
history is preparing to repeat 
itself. The Cartoonist's 
focus on the past may 

7just reflect this. 


O 


You never talk 
like that. 


ДУ 


say "never". І did kill the 


Ovalnaut. 
1 thought no one was 
ever going to mention 
that again. 
N 


I don't think there's any way the 


Triangle and Robert Us too. most cosmologically significant 
There's only one thing to do. | That might Бе а bad idea. rin the entire history of polygons 
We get all the Sentries WY? We'd be bringing will happen of ponet whether 
together including Orpuddex, the Cartoonist's Don't forget: He is 

we go out to Beta Tapiocus, direct influence, very very lazy, 


and we N 
smash. | | | | 


Triangle and Robert | Of course. Not... wrong, no. I've 
ИШ "Who is it?" just been trying not to 
Who is it? use them. Are you 


Grain Sent Is something | offended that | didn't 
ry. wrong with your | know it о 
Мау І соте іп? powers? now it was you? 


| Just startled. 
М 


Triangle and Robert | What would you have Good point. My real 


We got back fine. The | US do? Blanket the objection is this: I think 
others will too. planet with a magical it's unfair to the others 
И search? not to let them finish 


We might not have 


time to wait. You say that like we their solo quests, and | 
N 


^ F think we'll be a stronger 
haven't done t team when they 
looking for our, ‘have. y 
keys. N | agree, but 
there's no 
time! 


Triangle and Robert | Robert's theory, not mine, Ducks? 
There's no time? but it's plausible. Beta | What? 
| There's no time! Tapiocus may be altering the] Just testing 
Ah. I was thinking passage of time. Itwould | something. 
you said it like that. explain why the others | Did it work? 
aren't back yet. ! 


7 Why? Noidea. ! 
And it might 7 
| get worse. | 


keys again. 


Heh. The Sentries lost their It's always for their keys. 
It could be for — You can do it 
| Their keys? Oh. Not their keys\, better than them? 
Linda and whatever the Obviously. N 
Grain Sentry's name is 
are invoking | 
"powerful 
search 
magic. 


H For their keys? They're looking for the other 
Triangle ana Robert У Sentries, as if | hadn't 
already tried that. 


Triangle and Robert | I spent a great deal of So which one is it and 
Found one! something that passed where is he? 
Really? I'm not picking | °F time studying maps. | | can't tell which, 


h I see. You would be able "s ali 
anything up, and you're MEM but he's alive 
not exactly sensitive. fo distinguish a Sentry and on Earth. 


from local 5 РА 2 

у background И Аа 
magic. What you 

id. I'm 


Triangle and Robert |Yes, but | wasn't planning to | It's that bad? 


You can definitely sense a put it that way. No, I was trying to 
Sentry other than the two thanka Loop was Droon 
of us, but can't sense which Thanks when Mr. Disease made 
one or pin down the location What? sense of his past. 


more than. ae N Did what now? 
~ "Earth"? 2 Pasts can 
Im make v. 
useless. sense? 


: 
Triangle and Robert | Cartoonist! Where are No, they're presumably 
We no ask. the other Sentries? alive and well. 


The situation might be se^ | Presumably. 
too dire not to. Please don't say you | where they are. 
Then it's agreed. | accidentally 


killed them. You haven't decided 
where they are. 
Can't it be both? 
S 


Triangle and Robert 
T planned to do the Sentry 
bits sequentially. The 
sooner the Grain Sentry 


finishes his, the sooner.. j 


"Sooner" is probably 
the wrong word. 


Actually I don't think  |How much of what you're 
time as you usually know talking about are we 


it can pass at all until supposed to 
some things clear up. 2 

Finishing the flashbacks understand? 

may be a precondition of As little as I do. 


such up-clearance. 


I 


Triangle and Robert The second part of my story} You know about my aunt 


What do you think? started... the “rd part of and uncle? N 
my story started when | got | | pieced some 
I think we're left a letter from the Grain |things together. 
with no choice. Sentry. The second part is ‘ye alr i 
I'm a little alittle more private Then I've already said 
curious about Oh. The... right ` too much. They could be 
. The... right. in danger. N 
anyway. I agree. Keep them Relax. | only Know 


out of the comic. from being both a Meat 
| Enforcer and a Sentry. 


Now where was I? 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | Triangle and Robert 
You hadn't 


Technically, that's still 


What does that say? 
It says "Origin of the | “FONG — really started. 
Grain Sentry’. It's the title of the | You mentioned 
But you haven't | comic, whether they're a letter. 
started the story, present or Not G, І hope. 
not. N 2 Postal, 


|, yet. 
Sorry. 
N 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | | have found your aunt 
and uncle. Help me and 
I can tell you how to 
reach them. 
MA 


It was. The Sentry didn't 
realize I'd found them. 

| decided to look into 
things anyway. 

Why? 

An abiding love of 
looking into things 
in general. 


The Meat Enforcers have| 

taken control of Project 

Six-Eleven. | cannot risk 

being seen taking sides. 
MM 


You said this 
was AFTER 
you'd found 
them. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | | slipped into the laboratory | | suppose you know what it 
My skills had grown since | without significant incident. | — Was that | saw next. 
my first visit to the head- |What's a non-significant Yes. When І was a Meat 


quarters of the ІСІ, аѕ had | incident? Enforcer, the loss of 
my caution. Project Six-Eleven was 
uu Chloroforming. often brought up as a 


c training example. 
Was the e An example of what? 


Relatively no. Stuff. 


Triangle and Robert | I had nothing to do with | But they were injecting 


You know this was all it. If! had been there, | ham into matzoh, 

before Orpuddex ate our} though... | probably and | heard about it, 

memories and I joined | WOuld have gone along | | and I stayed with the 
the Meat Enforcers. with it. organization! 


| loot feel guilt We all did things 
Of course. over hypo- we otherwise 
y theticals. wouldn't have, 
, then. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry GRAAAAG H! GRAAAAGH2 
This is impossible. I've 
heard about the Meat 
Enforcers, but they can't 
be this demented. 
It's just wrong. 


Origin of the Grain Sentry |! take it you were expecting | — why aren't the tortellini 
GR AGH! thé Grain Sentry. cannons firing? 
So, you've finally It hardly matters, | | think your crazed 
decided to come spring You'll die justas |zombie guy'chewed 
easily, N through the wiring. 
^ 


our tr... 
Who are you? 
A — 49 + not actually 
\ then-current 3 zombie 


+ Oval-Age 


Tried and succeeded! | That's not a zombie, that's 
one of our newly enhanced 


Origin of the Grain Sentry 
So you tried to give polygons 


strange unholy powers i that n Supposed to Enforcers. And... he's 
using recipes that е smoking: gone and electrocuted 
should not be. Smoking? himself. You're going to 


The zombie. | hurt me a lot now. 
1 


An 


Origin of the Grain Sentry | | thought the ICI set the fire Was it an electrical fire? 
Your super-soldier's corpse 


Is that when you tied | when they knew the project 
the ops commander up |was going to be exposed, to! _ was responsible for that. 
Probably. Not only was 


with deceptively hard cut their losses. | l о n 
soft pretzels, took all the А it an evil project, it was a 
evidence you No, it was on dumb one. 
could carry fire the same The pretzel thing 
and set the night you hi and evidence, 
building on it. 1 did 


fire? 


Triangle and Robert] | thought so. You know,| Oh, | wasn't trying to 


it wasn't actually the defend them. | just 
‘shat out a year after Meat Enforcers who had wanted to make sure 
Enforcers' version of Project your predecessor killed. you knew. 
Six-Eleven that | became | Maybe not as a group. | || think | understand. 
Grain Sentry There were a 7 
7 ` few Enforcers 
involved in 
setting the 


trap. 


Triangle and Robert | He thought he could keep | wasn't orders from the top. 
id hi. the ICI from doing evil if The top liked him. A pet 
Did his ghost g 
to you 9 anything? he could just stay on their | superhero made for good 
No. I just woke u good side. He might have PR. It was a bunch of 
И р been right, but he couldn't | individual loose cannons 


to find | was a pull it off in the end. | he'd ticked off one at a time. 
He was basically 


Sentry. | 
| | | | too my 


Triangle and Robert | During the amnesia period | | You didn't try to become 
That's my origin story in a | OPPosed the ICI as a whole. | а public figure until you 


nutshell, if nota biscuit, | The distinction matters, | Were the Food Pyramid. 
As Grain Sentry | mostly | but was mostly doing the That was a big change. 
opposed insane ICI projects. 

7 


same things. Can we gloss over that 
7 


mess and get 
to recent 

events which, 
/ make 


sense? 


Can I guess? 
| suppose. Why? | 
Novelty. Boredom. 
Lack of traditional 
conversational skills 
but still a desire to 
participate. \ 


Triangle and Robert 


(are not currently 
appearing in this comic) 


The Fondue interacted with 
each of us differently. | 
^ received from it 


only a simple, 
message. | 


Those are all horrible 
answers. 
I don't normally have 
conversations this 
long where nobody 


| gets hurt. 


Triangle and Robert | So now l'm supposed to 


Y'm guessing that the 
Fondue told you Project 
Six-Eleven was 
recommissioned. 
Good N 
“ques. 


tell how 1 got from that to 
stranded on an island. 


| need to make an outline 

or something first to make 

sure | get everything in order 

and don't leave anything 
important out. 


Me tos 


Triangle ana Robert | Oh. were back in the comic. Iwas thinking you might 


This isn't a great time for it. have some reaction to the 
What was that? We were talking about Grain Sentry's story 


| What was what? the anti-Cartoonist forces. so fac. 


1 felt something. Is boredom a 
reaction? \ 
The comic? Yes, itis. 


It Was Made From People | Yes. | suppose it is. No. | see what he's doing. 


What the... Way to blatantly Cute. Cute? 
Is that the title spoil, Cartoonist! Not particularly cl L 
for your Fondue lot particularly clever, 
but cute. 


quest story? 


N 


It Was Made From People| Алі, once again, they | ended up looking through 


So, once again, | made a | refused to tell me anything the records myself. 
big зоте n the i s about Project Six-Eleven. A project so secret that 

MEDIC! p That yas аі even the secret self- 

! ' destructing files 
... CALL. 

А Guowds? VENE AN have absolutely 
AMBULANCE! no record of it. 

Heavy. 


HELP! Fine. You're эп ambulance. 
М 


It Was Made From People | Is the VP of carbohydrate 
Since the records didn't help, research allocations in? 


| decided to talk to someone | 20 you hove ол appointment? 
in charge. Do you know who | am? 
| 20 you think t care?’ 


Do you have health 
insurance? 
| Do you mean that as a threat? 


So | bit him. 


It Was Made From People 


Tell me why Project You've not kiddi Yes. 
H А тоште not kidding. 
Six-Eleven is back. Project Six-Eleven 
^ is back? This is the first I've 


You're kidding. heard of it! They must 


be going behind my back! 


Ak 


It Was Made From People 


Starting at the top wasn't 
working. Whatever the new 
Project Six-Eleven was, it 
was being done 
without the 
knowledge of ICI 
leadership. 


The traces were faint, but it 
gave me a direction to go in. 


| decided to try magic. 
| hung a Chippewa 

crumbcatcher to pick up 
the unique grain-magical 
emission signature 
of the ovens used 
in previous 
incarnations ої 
the Project. 


*not shown 


Everyone freezel 
| 


This is a bathroom. 
(I'm on the wrong 
floor. Carry on. 


Th floors later: 


It Was Made From People | Project what? 


PES Sounds familiar... but no. Excuse me, is this where | 
Hold it rigi ht there! Three floors down maybe? might find Project 
They're doing somethin: n 
Employee break room. projecty there anyway. prn 
Across the hall. 7 

Sorry. Do any of Thanks. This is day core. 
you know where, = 

1 can find N, 

Project 


Six-Eleven?, 


It Was Made From People | wait Why would the day What if the children are 


Excuse me, is this where! | сале center know... being used in the Project 
might find Project и o somehow? Those 
Six-Eleven? directions could be a trap. 


| Across the hall. | shouldn't just barge in. 


This is day care. 


It Was Made From People 
My predecessor had pushed 
the ICI to install extra-large 
air ducts for fast ventilation 
in case of emergency. 
Obviously, his true 
purpose was to 
make it easy to 
sneak around 


and observe, 


Am. 


РРР 


That's what | was telling her, 


it was already going downhill 
in season two before they 


Since the duct was less 
likely to be a deathtrap than 
the door, | climbed in and 
listened to the lab 
from there. 


added the neighbors. 
T hear you! I think she 
just argues these things 
to be difficult. Roger too, 
for that matter. Say, 
did you get your muffler 
fixed yet? | 


It Was Made From People 


Hey, you have your key? 


My thing locked up 
again. 
H ceally shouldn't requice 
the Key to reboot, There's 
got 10 be something 
In the config. 


The what? 


| crept along the duct, 
listening in to bits of 
conversation. 


We're done with the 
Six-Eleven one for now. 


No thanks. Too 
spooky for me. 


Hey, dowt use that, 


it needs to be cleaned | It's just an oven. 
before the next run. know that, but 
The dough's ready now. no thanks. 


Suit yourself. 


15 there another one open? | 


They should have been 
destroyed, not put back into 
servicel 

So that was a dead 
end? It was just the 
old ovens? * 

7 | thought | 
that too, for 
а moment. 


It Was Made From People | There were rows of ovens. 
| found a convenient crack Most of them were of 
іп the duct and observed |гесепї design. The ones that 


the kitchen laboratory below. — weren't... still bore the 
modifications the Meat 


Naturally. Enforcers had 
N | installed. | 
/ 


Oh. Yeah... How long have | 


It Was Made From People 
been telling this story? 


I watched closely as they | | considered breaking - 
opened one of the old ovens | through the duct and taking | Time's supposed to be 
and removed from it... the dish by force, but | meaningless now, or 
something. didn't want to touch it at all something. 
Something unspeakably| Until | knew what | was I'm still getting thirsty. 
horrible? dealing with. 1 know just the thing. 
That sounds best. _| Please not a meat smoothie. 


Something in a shallow 
casserole dish covered 
in foil. 


So you kept watching? | сап do other things! 


Triangle and Robert Really? And DA rum 
What's that? summoned it? ШШ 
| What it locke live Are you sure there's 
» * | no meat in there? 
What is it a cloud of? | | Quite sure. 
Water 


vapor. How? 
EN " 


I'm a Valkyrie. | have 
weather powers 
completely unconnected 
to my meat powers. 
Now do you want your 
thirst quenched or not? 
g 
INSERT 
I just know this is 
going to taste like 
| sausage. 


Triangle and Robert 
Breathe! BREATHE! 


N 


where am... каскі... What were you even 


wh... what did you do? trying to do? 
Grossly misused my You were thirsty, so | 
Valkyrie abilities. made rain. 
I'm sorry. The ground's dry. 


\ None of it got on 
the ground. It was 
more of an ^ 
internal rain. 


Triangle and Robert | Demarcation? Apparently my Valkyrie 
I'm not mad, but ао think I was applying powers don't work like 


you suck at weather magic. weather magic for . that. 
Actually, I think cuisine purposes. | Which Sentry would 
demarcation was Ithought it would | water be under? 


the problem. work because 
J Ima 1 

cuisine 

mage. 


Triangle and Rober 
Water's too elemental to be 
in the metamorphic group, 
too healthy to be in the 
sedimentary group, and it's 

not pudding as 


“far as | 
know... 


uu 
ү |: deat mean to атайт you, 


but actually I guess I do 
mean to alarm you. Get 
back to the Project 
Six-Eleven story or 
the consequences may be 
unspeakable. 
How unspeakable? 
Unspeakable 
how? N 


A 
Unspeakable because I 
haven't figured out what 
they are yet. 


z At least 
he's honest, 


It Was Made From People 


Recorder on? 


| Recorder on. 


Six-Eleven log, 
Lewis speaking. 
We've just taken 
batch 253 out of 
jhe oven. 


Have ingested sample. 
I feel fine. 
Project Six-Eleven is 
Scent is not indicative finally a reality, 
Ingredient R has been 


of inedibility 
Attempting to cat. rendered edible. 
/ Fork. ^ 


Fork. 
N 


Removing foil. 
Smell that! I think 
we've finally got it! 


It Was Made From People | After the mysterious "Lewis"| It took me a few moments 


It seemed to be a standard |finished eating "batch 253", | to decide how to 
quiche, other than whatever |followed him to an employee begin. | had a lot 
this mysterious "Ingredient | washroom, where | grabbed of questions. 
R" was. That made my next | him and pulled him into the 
Step clear. duct for interrogation. 
Action? 


{I’m not drawing this.) 


And plenty of it. Fair enough. 


You've got it all wrong! You're using the old ovens. 


It Was Made From People 
What's going on? We just call it that, it's | They were just 
You tell me! nothing to do with the lying around for 
^ real one! free! We needed 
The name ovens. 
sort of. 
"Why have you accidentally 
brought Project stuck! 
Six-Eleven back I'm guessing ya 


from the dead? him for a while 


It Was Made From People | It's not some unauthorized | Oh yeah? And what's 
After the hitting Stopped, | [black op. If it has "no official ingredient R? 
tried asking again. existence” as you say, it's Ingredient R is... 
I'm telling you! We only because the paperwork for uh’. tofu chips. 
started calling it "Project official existence hasn't You are the worst | 


Six-Eleven" because 8E through yet. We're just| liar ever. 
that name was on making breakfast 1 


f thi bars! 
Sco | ars! E 
Wu | ! 


It Was Made From People |! needed answers. | thought | ! mean I would have at 


I realized I'd overdone the | needed answers. the time, assuming it 
second beating, so І chucked| Eavesdropping and beating | Was before my Valkyrie 
Lewis out of the duct near | both failed. That left me with incident. 


а nurses' station. eavesdropping some more. Keeping more beating in 


Do you think reserve, | attempted 


M Га have gone with " 
ENS he lived? Н eavesdropping some more. 
n T | thought beating. It was not long before | had 
pp y your anger up stowed away on a private 


cargo plane... 


It Was Made From People | why do we keep calling it | Well, we have a 
The plane was going to pick | ""9'еїеп R^ anyway? Why | reason for that. 


" not call it what it is? A stupid reason. I told 
up more Ingredient R. The Why do we call this whole you we should just 
il thing "Project Six-Eleven"? luct-tape over. 
plot andthe sole passenger] | "RETE ented” | like te engraving! i 
Т e names because no one makes it easy to 
Project. | secreted myself cares. \ remember which 
1 'equipment's 
in the cargo hold. curs, 
* stress on first syllablé MAE 


* needless caption 


It Was Made From People | It's just an informal internal We should have had one 
то пос superstitious or anything. | "^T months ago. 
1 just think naming our breakfast ater отса! 
bars after a string of disastrous М 


isn't опе! ы 
etur mE We | wet nave ате mew breakfast projec 
dumb thing. we need takes? There are six 


departments that 
< need forms 
all with 
different 
definitions 
for 
everything. 


Do you have any idea 
how much paperwork a 


| can't go home and say | spent 
all day working on Project 
Six-Eleven. My wife would have 
me killed. 
You haven't told her 
what you're working on? 


7 
Of course I have! 
Just not v 
the "name". | 


It Was Made From People 


We keep flinging paperwork 
back and forth. None of it 
makes any sense. It's not our 
fault we have no official 
project status. 
7 


Did I say їс 

was anyone's| 
fault? It's 

just irritating. 


That was when I started 
to wonder if this Project 
Six-Eleven was anything 
to worry about. Dabblers 
in the dark arts rarely tell 
their family at dinner. 


What if the whole 
conversation was 
staged to throw 

you off? 


It Was Made From People You're not serious, | "511. ves: that's the 


root cause of the 
ores conversation about | ОТ COUE Tm 10:901048, | См, 
; ете almost there. 
paperwork and breakfast l stayed hidden and That was fast. | 
bars just to throw р 9. 
me off the scent?| making things up during a 


flashback sequence is bad 
for space-time. 


No, you just stink at 
flashbacks. 


Tailwind. 


It Was Made From People 
^ They're bringing ШУ 


Ап organic farm 
would be a great 
cover for a polygon 


. Ingredient R now. — slaughterhouse, 
Q 
Ó О 


It would also make a great 
source for high-quality tofu. 
| stretched my magical 
senses to their limit and 
found nothing else. 
Could energy from 
the tofu have been 
masking the slaughter? 


No. Nothing else detects 
as tofu. Ever. 


What was that? Is there 


It Was Made From People The plane's already that was that Is there 


No children were being loaded and back in 
slaughtered. Reluctantly, | the air. Let's just see... 
I let my magical sensing 

fade and returned to eer 
consciousness. Ty 0 


I heard it too. Look! 
There! 


It Was Made From People |Tofu chunks. Not something | Ever been so embarrassed 


С “They saw me. This > pu expect i ай that you jumped ош of à 
has to be fast. _ ar, Dut not actually sinister. am 


СО) Who's that? Я wasnt here! 


Dor 


if 


It Was Made From People | Around the jumping-out-| So what's with the title? 


It was around this point of plane point? On the way down | 
that | realized the only thing A few seconds after. | understood my mistake, | 
I'd eaten in too long was 1 barely managed to had been thinking of 
fondue and my last-ditch pull together a gliding | Project Six-Eleven as a 
sensing attempt had almost cruller and find land to | living thing, an entity with 
entirely drained my land on. its own reason for existing. 


А ... | A research project isn't its 
And that's where Cube's | name or its ovens, or its 


crew found you. cuisine-magical signature. 


grain-based powers. 


It was made from people, 
and if I'd realized that in 

advance | probably wouldn't 
have ended up stranded on 


Triangle and Robert 


The ICI isn't a living thing 
either. It's just а name 


applied collectively to a е 
bunch of people who һарреп ап island. 
to work together. ! Island 
7 symbolism. 
Tight. ^ 


attention polygons of 
Earth-Puddic: Time is 
about to resume. Please 
stand at least 256 pixels 
away from any clocks or 
other timepieces in case 
of violently uncontrolled 
spinning. 


JX was painful 
^ 


Triangle and Robert | That was never a problem 
Do you think the other 


Let's not jump to 
for the others. conclusions. 
Fondue quests are also What do you think 
to teach their Sentries the Dairy Sentry's Gli 
not to jump to problem is? 
conclusions 


like “| N N 


Understood. We are not to 
willingly let our will be 
subverted, even in a trifling 
universe. 


a 


The Beforings 


The Cartoonist’s interference 
has become unpredictable 
It would be no great loss 
at this point fo abandon the 
Universe of Pudding 


There still remain 
loyal instruments. 

The defense of our 

plan is not impossible 


N 


(ме are in agreement, 
yet there is also principle| 


to consider. N 


That our plan requires 
defense is itself a 
significant matter. 

Unseen puddings gather. 


/ 


The universe itself 
is of no consequence. 
Requirement is relative. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 
Robert! 
| Triangle! 
This is reality, right? | 


Uh... relatively. 
N 


Relatively? 


It's the same degree of 
reality that we're used to. 


Calling it "reality" 


without 
qualification 
is optimistic. 


AN 


O 


Pessimistic. 
Oh. That too. 


In А case, what 
passes for reality seems 
to be less pron now. 


4 c 

H е х а bly so, in the short 
Triangle Robert [Time was giitchifig because] Horribly so, 

gleand your world is nearing Beta| term, but the flashbacks 

So can we getan explanation? / |... cus, sc 1 introduced | let your world ride out 


flashbacks to put me in | the worst of what would 
have happened otherwise. 


It's not too charge of time instead 
complicated. of it. You're saying that all 
And that just made this mess was planned out 
everything worse. to protect us? 
1 

No, I just wrote the N 
plan now, retroactively. 
The fact that I can do 
that means it worked. 


Triangle and Robert | Buy a cruise ship on credit, | Lets just see who comes in 


There's only one thing to train opossums to sail it, and | for wacky scheme consulting 
do, Triangle. offer discount cruises for and go from there. 

Find the other Sentries people in the flooring Treserve the right, 
so they can deliver industry. N to arbitrarily 
flashbacks the next You're trying too hard. include trained 

opossums.N. 


time time goes | 


unstable? 
^ 


i The Toaster of Feh-Katherath? | Fridge. We can do that. 
Triangle and Robert |е on of the Ninety-Three Does it scream? 


TARWSC! and Two Thirds Dead? Bax Not that I know of. 
1 don't know if what I need | Nortgoz, the French Press That My roommate was. 
V Ite not ho, picor (Walks Like a Penguin? “wnt im when he. 
anything, but there is a No. My roommate's graduated. | want to 
fridge. get him to pick it up. 


haunted appliance 
Involved. N \ 


Triangle and Robert 
Triangle! Do we know 
anything about haunted 

^s it screaming? Vd 
No, not 
Screaming! 
К 


- Standard 
exorcism 
plant 


1don't want it exorcised. 
1 want my roommate 
to pick it up as it 
He doesn't want it 
exorcised! 


Then we don't 
| know! Play 
it by ear! 


"Play it by ear’ 


It's an expression. 
We'll take the case, 


I'm sorry, that coupon 
Z is only good for 
actual exorcisms. 
There is a student 
discount 
though 


Triangle and Robert | So he took all his stuff THs паше? td you that 


I've never been in this dorm except MN fri idge. I thought you were just 
Since they rebuilt it. Which ny idea why saying that so we'd 
is your room? Who wants a be interested. 
This one, he haunted fridge? 


N 


Triangle and Robert | Tren how do you know So we just need to get him 


it's haunted? It might be to accept delivery. 
So how is it haunted, inhabited by elves, or a No. He said he'd take 
exactly? magic portal to another It with him. Make him 


I've never held it 
open long enough to 
make out details. 


world. There are. 
7 plenty of 
possibilities. — Spite 
x My roommate requirements. 
sald It was \ Fun. 
haunted. 
1don't 
really care. 
Let him deal 
with it. 


pick it up himself. 


Triangle and Robert 


How unsafe would it be for 
me to open the fridge door and 
1 take а quick peek? 
Whatever's In there 
wants It shut. 
‘You'll know when. 


N 


Yes, That is 
haunted. 


Wait there, II bring a 
towel and tweezers. Do you 
need floss too? 


How did you guess? 

T could use some 

calamine lotion while. 
you're at it. 


No. We've encountered eight 
kinds of haunting before 
and this isn't one of them, 
во we'll have to make a 
new class for if. 


Triangle and Robert 
T think we can safely classify 
your fridge, sorry, your 
roommate's fridge 


Zasaclass 9 “Oh. It sounded like you 
haunting were talking about some 
So you standardized 
dealt, scheme. \ 
with 
things like 


It before? 


None of our schemes are. 
Standard. 
Remind me why 1 
hired you. 


You had a coupon. 
^ 


Triangle and Robert 
Ts it safe to touch unopened? 


As far as | know. 
Vd stay away from 


the power cord in case. 


тї has about the right 
proportions. 


Does your roommate drink? 


N 


Occasionally. 
Then ali we need is 
black paint, powerful 
drink, an excuse for 
а party, and some 
serious luck. 
7 


Triangle and Robert| Won't he realize something Oh yes 


when he has to unplug her? That sounded creepy. 
You're suggesting that wo The way I see it, Y tell you to £o away 
get my exroommate so drunk | spe key to the plan is now and forget the 
that he can't tell the refrigerator Finding just the whole thing, do l 
from a femal right alcohol still have to pay you 
5o he'll take е You must know for the visit? 
her home. more interesting | 


booze than 
[EN 


It's been two hours of consulting. 


i d 
Triangle and Robert | we need somewhere We'll bill you 


Do you have a bathtub? To make gin 


| No. Only the honors and 
athletic dorms do. 


Go away. 


Triangle and Robert What do you mean? 


But in this particular instance, that's 
You're back early and unharmed. 


| not what you're going to do. 
You never just drop a case. The hardware store's still 
| The client backed out. open. I wonder if I could use 
Robert, what are you. 


| a dash of paint 
i thinner... N 
planning? [Why did you bother with, 
1 the pretense in the 
v last two 
panels? 


T can if I want to. 


With any luck, one of 


i When have we ever been 
Triangle and Robert the quests will wake up about turning a profit? 
What's the hardware for? next to a haunted Almost always. 
"UM refrigerator. Я 
T'm going to throw a party. If the client refuses Wrong! 
А disastrous party? service, they're under no Profit is just a 
obligation to pay us plot device toy 
| if we deliver anyway. help bring on 


! the funny. 
When have 
“we ever 
been aboul 
turning a 
funny? 


n 
i And for my port, I will fulfill | Апа 1°11 Play my part by 
Triangle and Robert those same constraints by not | not drawing алу of it 
Simply to fulfil established listening and derailing the. and picking up the story 
‘operating constraints, I'm going a little later instead. 


1o try to talk you out of conversation onto some 


ou out of other topic Whose turn is it to 
senselessly going behind At which point I'l ‘N point out we don't have, 
i give up in disgust, a punchline? ч. 
| possibly joining in оп 
| A your plan 


later. 


i [o 
Triangle and Robert Really? So is that it for the 
h; nted fridge? 
Later, at the d— huh? Really. \ jaunted fridge 
Why aren't you at the First time 
аон for everything. 


+ Narrative convenience 
Triangle таей me out теайу т conor | | 
of it. N | | я 


It'll recur if it's important. 


Triangle апа Robert Spin the wheel? Tt may seem derivative now, 


ый but with a little imagination 
Now what, relax and lat plot Let's build a wheel we con reinvent M 


events come to us or go out then spin й 

and resolve leftovers? Derivative. Now it's a derivative | 
Let's spin | pun. That's worse. 
the wheel! 


N 


Triangle and Robert | со уси mean to say there's Let's do itl 


I've got it! а cliche we haven't covered? 
The remote I lost We've never been costumed Yes, | thought yo 
crimefighters. appreciate that. 


last week? не 
Dengue fever? ... comic. 
N publicly... then. 
What we should do. costumes... net... 
| /N | 


Triangle and Robert 
Into the cold streets of 


the city stride its newest 
defenders... 


Unum 


and 


The Pointy: 


These mysterious costumed 
vigilantes possess strange 
powers far beyond those 
of normal polygons, and 
have taken a solemn vow 

only to use those 
powers in the 
defense of 
justice! 


i; I don't think there's any crime Of course, Unum! Patrol! 
Triangle and Robert |! “ck interes ay 


i It's the heart of thi To the 
The Pointy, city and we're in costume. Automobile! 
yes, Unum» why wouldn't there * 
e crime? 
NC We've been ‘aang | N 


in one place. Maybe we) 


need to go 
оп patrol 
n 


i Nearly four minutes, and there's conspiracy! 
Triangle and Robert |o sign of crime, It's quiet, Unum, А 
We have to investigate! 


How long have we been patrolling, 
9 р 9. | Too quiet. Тоо excessively quiet. | тув tts oria frac world 


Unum» | Should I honk the horn? could depend on our 
No, my enthusiastic. every move! 
Nearly four minutes. friend, This is^ 
the sort of quiet 
| that can 
only 
mean... 


Triangle and Robert 
Where should our investigation 
I'm not so sure this begin? 


sajo о num | 
»iPointy 
, 


The Pointy. We've been 
over that. 
Sorry about that, chum. 
In any case, we 
should consider 
delegating this one 


to y 


Qabala 
Ant-Rhombus: 


No, I think we can 
handle it ourselves. 


Triangle and Robert 
msony, The Pointy. 
but | have to sit this 


investigation out. 


The mysterious stereogrammatic 
power of my magic eye is running 
out. 


Wouldn't all the ancient wisdom 
‘accompanying your eerie magic 
After less than 
half an hour? 
N 
or uh | must have misinterpreted 
| But... wi 4 the weird runes 


prevent that? 
explaining how to 


You'd think. 


charge it. 
И 


Triangle and Robert 


ксап‹ be Qabala ana 
The Pointy: 


rw sorry, UNUM, but 
Ant-Rhombus's 


secret shrinking formula has 
recently been linked to 
an increased risk of 


If that's true, then it's one risk 
no one can afford to take. 


It's true" 


N 


urinary tract N 
infection. 


*As our loyal readers 
already know from 
isste 15 of Midwest 

Journal of Infectious 

Medicine Team-Up, natch! 

-Ed. 


Triangle and Robert | гә» «шыр! ө ame 
тї would be a gross duplication | OU SPP REDIRET 

of powers if I fought alongside 

Qabala. ary * 


It's a plan! 
E! 
other ideas? 


То ће a 
splitupotron ray! 


Triangle and Robert Fact one: several minutes of Опит: magic eye would 
The key to a successful superhero| n "о Ing ac А M e Th ime have detected any merely 
whatsoever. Fact two: There | invisible crime. Therefore, the 


investigation is to say whatever is always crime. Conclusion: 
you're doing out loud as you do it. ау: d crime must be concealed by 
That way, criminals will The crime is somehow (some more complex 

be encouraged to Z making itself means. Perhaps some 

undetectable. mind-altering device 


/ do the same and 
yeu can overhear 
them. 


is preventing me 
from perceiving a 
crime which is 
happening before me 
at this very instant! 


Triangle and Robert 


There could be a mysteriously 
undetectable crime going on in 
front of me at this very moment! 

I know now what I 


7 


must do! 


Halt, unseen doer of 
evil, and face the fury of 


The Pointy! 


N 


ÁN 


Unbiknownst to The Pointy, 
lurking behind where he 
believes a crime to be in 


Progress was one af 


his 


greatest weaknesses! 


eens 
MN 


ГА 
Oh, nol I'm running tod 


fast to avoid hitting 
that... wall! 


MAN 


М 


Triangle and Rober 


nen Last we lef The 


Pointy, 


he was running 
breakneck speed 
towards a wall 
and would not 
pe able to stop) 
himself in 
time to avoid 
colliding with 
it! 


+ You've already established 


the joke. Superheroes tend to 
fit in more dialogue than should 
be possible during given 
action. You can just 
let me hit the 4| 
wall now. — 


Апа yet, The Pointy's plea 

to the Cartocnist falls 

upon deaf ears as the wall 
looms ever closer! 


Would a crash at 
eight inches per 
panel velocity V 
even hurt? 


Triangle R Reveal to me your secrets, To everything а counterbalance. 
g'eand obert crumbling sidewalks which To growth, decay, to crime, justice. 


amid phe chaos ef а sity | may not actually exist. Open your To narration, action. 
wracked Бу crime, one shadows to me, not that I 
polygon sea = anything is actually casting any. Right. 


hidden order. He is 


Qabala: 


All is a reflection of 

| the One. Through all 
things is one truth 
manifested, 


Speak to me, even when some 
— city. Sing to me, wish it hidden or 

overflowing are too lazy to 

gutters that draw it. 


aren't being drawn. 


Triangle and Robert 


Crime unseen. Crime unheard. 
Crime undrawn. 


Criminals undrawn. Who's 
undrawn? Protesters undrawn. 
Generally law-abiding, 
* — except when in 
unruly mobs. 
Mobs undrawn. 


Unruly mobs of protesters 
silently lying in wait. Where? 
Unimaginative. Probably same 
аз aver. Time to make contact 


wn The Poi nty 


Watch out! You're about to 
run into that wall! 
I know! I've been 
about to run into 
that wall for the past 
ten panels! 


i When you're done with that, 
Triangleand Robert! Qabala. check the usual public gathering 


1 thought the timestream this is normal. places for unruly mobs. There's 
was back to normal! We're superheroes. one hiding somewhere. 
Why are you taking T'll trust your 
forever to run into N logic on that. \ 


4 a wall? 


ES 


Triangle and Robert | but if T can twist my body into which T can't. 
just the right position. | 


ae ae 
У M M 
LAT T —-—7 


I've got it! I can't stop in time. 


Triangle and Robert That wasn't so bad. And so with one sudden 


It definitely didn't call for i 
that much buildup | iex The Pointy 


was free! 


Is this wall filled 
T with glue or something?| I wouldn't call 
s you "sudden". S, 
^ 
4 ‘| T can't be stuck, My 
vertex is barely even 


in it. 


Triangle апа Robert It occurs to me to wonder 


Evil beware! 
Anti-Cartoonist demonstrators тант рети ring into The Poi nty 
are usually just a nuisance, but though. Rushing is more. is rushing at you with 
this time they've crossed the | actiontastic than insufficiently blinding 
line apparently wondering, speed! — N 
Somehow. ' 


Assuming you're in this 
general direction! | 


1 
Booyah! 


Triangle and Robert | *»vx "final weapon" is а | Maybe this conversation 


stockpile of nearly is a mistake. You have 
Uhat was that? undrinkable soda which no reason to believe 
I am under no obligation |а thing I say. There's one 
А to draw or interact with.| thing you don't quite 
It's om get, though: You're not 
like ants tc me. Ants are 
real. 
Contact! Activate the| He's bluffing! Turn | you don't get it. 
final weapon! At last|the pumps to maximum! We are real. 
we can free our world! To yourselves: 


Not to me. 


Triangle and Robert 


So is this an 
ultimatum? We do what 
you say or you send in 

your lackeys? 

There is nothing I 
want from you, and 
making you martyrs 
would be pointless. 


So you're just 
here to taunt? 


You could see it 
that way. This little 
dialogue establishes 
for narrative purposes 

that you are not outside 
the scope of the comic, 
even when you do not 

appear within it. 


(Triangle and Robert aren't 
my lackeys. They 
occasionally do what I 
intend them to do just to 
throw me off guard. 
They might attack you 
soon for spurious reasons. 
I'm not sure what you 
should do about that. 


That can't be anything 
but a taunt. 


Triangle ana Robert They haven't pounced. If What was | thinking? They're 
they're waiting in undrawn not waiting for Qabala 


University commons. silence, I haven't yet 
A popular place to march triggered the trap. they're waiting for Triangle 
around with signs. or Robert. ГЇ need to 
Are they here? disguise myself. 


Triangle and Robert | мотивка 
This disguise isn’t going Nowtoseoitheylhakeheba Ican'maneweneywelinhere, 


to fit. Ill have to super-stretch 
it out a little. 


/ 


Triangle andRobert = 0000 


ConreirmwitNovtosetherapsonenton 


C Test, 


O 


Trisdisguisehasproblems. 


Triangle and Robert | гче checked most of the No. 


popular angry mob spots and 
as Qabala «unes | found nothing. Either Qabala | 
with his disguise, | was wrong or they're not I need to draw them, 
The Pointy Showing themselves. period 
I need to draw 


ponders à 
subterfuge of 
his own. 


them out. What? 


Triangle and Robert Triangle's done it. Then I'll be the first. 


Not into the same 
You heard me. If I want reality you inhabit Logically, I should / 
something drawn, I have to know for certain 


— The Fourth Race. whether what you're 
draw it myself. did it. intending can be 


done or can't. 
No, sentient My lack of this 
geometry and 


I really, really 


hope that's knowledge 
impossible or cartooning are reflects 
the consequences| distinct phenomena. fersonal failure. 
will be 1 could have been 
clearer about that 


staggering. 


in past stories. 


Now that I can actually move, 


Triangle and Robert 
lll try outside City Hall. 


Having made a few 


adjustments to the There are often protestors there. © Come get me! 
interior of his costume, = Q 9i 
Qabala 9 


continues his 
disguised 
patrol as 
Robert. 


of solder is best for pineapp 

It's kind of important, there's 

[this squirrel with a lung problem. 

This isn't how Robert | No one here? 
7 talks at all. 


Triangle and Robert | Does anyone know what ind > « 1 hope I'm doing this rig 


I, Robert, am calling you out! 
You want me? Bring it on! 


That's one more site 
off the list... | wonder if 


The Pointy 


is doing any better’ 


Triangle and Robert 
I guess if there's no one here 
waiting to jump me I'll just 
casually walk around ina 
/ circle fora 
little white! 


You're calling him thát 
in your thoughts? 


When my thoughts can 
be bubbled without 
warning, it's not safe 

to do otherwise. 


It's a costume of... of Robert. If Due to a necessary “ 
we're trying to get the attention impurity in his very 


Triangle and Robert 


The disguised Qa@bal@ | ofthe anti-Cartoonist forces, strecturef he Point 
we should make ourselves structure) пе, готту 
again crosses paths with targets. is unable to give 
Н convincing fake 
The Pointy RITU 


It looks... good on 
What's that you really. М 
Supposed to be? Whoa, burn from 


~ the Cartoonist! 


Triangle and Robert | When do T ever try to do that? Tell me how you guessed. 


Are you trying to break the Are you trying to do s been 
ө Well, it's been six weeks 
underlying fabric of our thing ei i in i 
Д А RISKS ud d ici sit ca ne last tma. 


1 et cetera? 
1 


Triangle and Robert | Butiltheyre somewhere else, 


__во if he's not going to draw 
them, I might as well try! 


N 


and you draw them here, 
wouldn't that make a copy? 


We get copied all the 
time, from pane! to panel. 


N 


Surely no polygon you draw 
with ordinary art supplies 
could be sentient anyway. 
That's what writing 
"SENTIENT’ over it in 


big letters is for. / 


NI 


Triangle and Robert 


My creation lives! 


Look! It's moving! 


NN rz 
oN 


Sleeping. He's sleeping 


Triangle and Robert | what do you mean? I've Don't say "sleeping". We both 


Honestly, I'm relieved that your created geometric life! know healthy polygons sleep 
"d К “+ doi llel to the plane, not flat 
tampering in the Cartoonist's Then what's it doing | paral T н 
domain achieved nothing, on the floor? оп their face. If that is a sentient 
y ї polygon, it's a very shy or 


wounded one. | don't think 
it's a polygon at all though, 
just four line segments. 


Triangle and Robert | Itappears that their It looks like an ordinary birth 


x construction lacked any to me, sit. 
The Pointy grudgingly ability to interact with its No. This construction 
accepts that he has not | environment... but they did | was not in accordance 


created life. However, 
construct. | with genetic rules. 


distant observers 
have noted his efforts. 

Look at the geodar readings! 
Someone is trying to 

reproduce our experiments. 
CY fv 


I'm tired of it already. You have 


H i 7? 
Triangle and Robert | Should! take off this one too have a higher tolerance for 
Now what are you going to do? Heavens nol ep ! have tilting at windmils than 1 ao. 
o preserve the facade | Wall, this sort of windmill. 
Take off that costume of having secret identities! | — 1 have my own to tilt. 
BN .. So we're going 


mill-tipping?) 
N 


Triangle Robert| Didyouevergetthe feeling | All the time. That's why we bricked 
g'eand something you did casually up the artifacts roam. 


drew the attention of sinister І mean forces we're 
forces the existence of which not responsible for 


\The next afternoon, with 
the attempted exploits of 
Qabala and The 


Pointy largely you never suspected? originally unleashing. 
forgotten... N They have those? 


Triangle and Robert | The anti-Cartoonist forces Apparently they're trying to 


obviously have good reason to construct polgyons. Assuming 
Which sinister forces are you be upset with us after that the Cartoonist isn't aiding them 
worrying about? I see two. stunt yesterday, but it's this in secret, that means Fourth Race 
‘Two sinister forces?, other forces that I'm technology. 
more concerned with. ] 
Yes. 3 Please don't correct Right. Let's call 
my grammar. Cube. N 


/\ 


Triangle and Robert| wnat are you asking me The premise is very simple: 
that for? You know— What? | to the degree that the universe 
The readers? They can just is based on mathematics, 

look it up in any- the human | Mathematical entities can be 


i | considered "real". Scientists of 
readers. Right, the Cartoonists| the Fourth Race found a way 


Speaking. I'm already on my 

way there, I saw it in the strip. 

If "geodar" is what 1 think 
we have a trail to follow. 


N— —AÀ humans don't have the same | i, define geometric entities in 
geometry as the Fourth Race. | (0 a way thatN entities m 
Т guess I can N their existence 
summarize a in the physical 
little. universe 
followed as a 
logical 


consequence. 


Triangle and Robert 
Polygon genetics were modeled 
after biological genetics. Two 
polygons, one male and one 
female, can construct a new 
polygon in accordance with 
well-defined * 
genetic rules if 
both are 
sufficiently 
aged. 


The age requirement is quite 
high, presumably because the 
Fourth Race wanted polygon 
stocks to remain at a constant 

population except for those 
new polygons they constructed 
directly. Of course ДД 
whatever passes 
for nature found 

a way, and we 
do have positi 


ive 
population N 


It sounds like someone's been 
digging up Fourth Race 
constructions and is trying to 

create a new strain of 
polygons. In all likelihood, 
this is the same someone 
behind the near-coup of the 
remnants of the \ 
RDCLBA, thus 
my interest. 


Triangle and Robert | then send Robert to buy them! 
1 

1 don't know, put some facial 

hair on him first. You know 


I'll be there іп about half an 
hour. Get together a full set of 
adult geometry supplies. 


I know it's embarassi 
but that's how wey 


can backtrace the Pies hen 
у Б . buy them 
myself, but 


put nok wia. slow us down. 


How did pelygons reproduce 

before geometry supplies 
became commonly 
manufactured? 


Imprecisely. 


N 


i Robert, do you even remember | What DID you put in that 

Triangle and Robert | why youre banned from geometry linguini? 

I could have worn a fake beard novelty shops? I don't know! The memory 
and gone in. | Tremember being told why. loss went back to about 

And if they saw through it You stil can't remember | 


ten minutes prior! 
and had you arrested? doing it? | 
| Would they 
do that? \ ^ 


Triangle апа Robert 1 guess he has to do it somewhere, We're largely reactive. 


but why are we automatically protagonists who take 
Hec nicked up Баск. ppies involved? assigned goals rather than 
uj uppii . А 8 
and is coming here to We're protagonists. earch for goals of our own. 
set up the tracker. So why does Cube | Im looking for an | 
.. Hes coling here? always get us doing answer that makes it 


| what he wants done?, Cube's fault. 


AVIA 


Triangle andRobert| г" sorry, friend, I did пот That really was a total 


So you're saying the fault is mean for one. accident. 


in ourselves that we are underlings. А yet your meter something А 
Tf fault indeed it be, something... yeah. You deal with Cubs, Ill be 
| and not a good. What's that make it, faking а nap. 
Pentam'ter fights ara X, forty-eight to five? 
not a skill of mine. 


CAA 


TriangleandRobert| Tes no m... you're” | I will accept that challenge. P 


going to make a big mess 


Cube's coming over! I'd so you have something to I wonder how I'll 
better get the place ready! clean. regret this. 
^ Ready? г, Тео predictable? That's the fun 
, 
— We can't have him 
walk into the middle If I say yes 
of a big mess. you'll make it 
dumber. Let's 
say... not 
predictable 


ENOUGH. 


Triangle and Robert | І figure а useless recap which 
establishes part of the situation 

So the Cartoonist has challenged Bur actually explains nothing is 
me to be as predictable as | the most predictable thing to do 


possible, to keep me from а 
causing trouble during ау this point. So Т did ir. 


7 whatever Cube is 
going to do. 


Now I'm wandering off into 
а mental wasteland of pure 
self-reference. Typical of me, 
isn't it? 
^ 


Triangle ana Robert Yeah, we do that all the time. 


What other highly predictable 
actions should I take? 


Triangle and Robert | The most predictable way out 


is switching to another 


Devolving into a maze of | character, but that’s something 


self-reference really is the the Cartoonist does hot 
most predictable course Something I do. What 
for any Triangle and do T generally do 
Robert situation VIE 
7 
to take. switching? 


It doesn't stay 
there forever, 
though. 


u: 
That's actually а very 
good question. 


I guess it's not time to escape 
from the self-reference 
7 yet then. 


Triangle and Robert 


‘The problem with spinning the 
Wheel of Self-Reference is 
that every space on it 
just says "Spin the 
Wheel of 
Self-Reference." 


Except the space that says 
"HAWAII". But you don't 
actually win Hawaii, you just 
win a trip TO Hawaii, and 
only if you solve the 

/ puzzle. 


No one ever solves the puzzle. 


Triangle 1 сап hear Robert in there, | That whining sounded eldritch. 
9 апа Robert Why isn't he answering the I'm either breaking the door 


Hello? Hello? Could someone ang it 
а а chi the 
let me in? Triangle? Robert? | 2007? Сап he hear me out here? оът and d arging im there or 


Are you home? decided which yet. 


It's not wooden. Who? 


Triangle and Robert 


j 1 v" 1 What? Make that whining 
он Cubel T didn't hear How could you get noise stop! 
you come in through a metal door I don't know how! 


You didn't hear me 
blast your door 
‘open with thermite? 

with thermit 


with termites? 
! 


Triangle and Robert That brick was from the This is why Triangle and 1 
Are you holding a brick? artifact room. You unsealed it. | installed backup Precautions we 
1 thought I saw a brick. Um. didn't tell you about. 
2 un |. 
Um. ^ Are those wire 
^ cutters? 
—À4 ~a 1 


Triangle and Robert| 1" come here to save 


whatever needs saving from 


Where's Triangle? whatever it is you've unleashed 
this time. To be honest, I'm 
Um. а little upset and 
^ disappointed that 1 
haveto. | 


The triangle is no longer 
with you. His soul is mine. 


Um. 


Triangle and Robert | What sort of possession are we 


dealing with here? The more 
What exactly does it mean by | ye know, the less likely we 
Triangle's soul being its? 


are to have to resort to an 
Um. unsatisfying deus ex 
^ machina. 


Um.. it came out of a can 
that said "peanut brittle", if 


that helps 
1 


Serpent god? 


Triangle and Robert 
Long have I slept. awaiting 
the mortal fool enough to 
unseal me from my novelty 
prison. Now I shall seek my 


revenge, and neither of you 
/shall impede me! 


I don't have anything against a 
good revenge now and then. 
What are you planning to do 

and when are we getting 
Na. Triangle back? 


Robert! 
N 


What do you think you're 
doing? 
Gathering information. 
1 didn't mean that as 
a question. 
1 


Triangle and Robert |Robert, youve acting like youre | You! Give back Triangle or I'll 


Robert, when you awaken an 

imprisoned serpent god and he 
possesses your friend, the 
correct response is not 

to... to. 


a library clerk and Triangle's 
just being checked out! 


You're right, Cube! I hate. 
library clerks! 


What? 
N 


be forced to do something 
stupid! 


You're already Cube, he 
doing called my 
something С bluff. 


stupid. 


Triangle ana Robert You're the fool who Because I've thought this 
Why aren't either one of you reawakened him, and | through one more step than 
taking this seriously? he just possessed your | уои. Who can this guy 

р best friend. avenge himself on? Everyone 
So why is there bariter? | ho imprisoned him N 
is long, long dead 
along with the. 
rest of their 
species. 


You're a reawakened 
serpent god who's 
just possessed someone as 1 
an instrument L/— — —7 
of revenge. 


I was trying 
not to think of 
that yet. 


Triangle and Robert | / don't have your number. 


Do you have my cell number? 
I'm going for a walk. Call me 
when there's no serpent god 
possessing anyone and 
nothing else stupid. 
LE езе T 


Of course you don't 
have my number, 


you're. 


I'm leaving. 


N 


So what did the ancients 
imprison you for? 


Mostly mail fraud. 


Triangle and Robert What AN Probably a side effect of your 


binding enchantment. 


Mail fraud. Why am I not 
destroying гах 


Yes, | 
T mosty" noi where you stand? 
fraud. 
ayes md N | 
| /N 


H Butter? Bolton? Hal You missed! I'm still not sure. 
Triangle and Robert what I need to do, but we 


Triangle? Repeat that last part! | THE TRIANGLE bartered for a turkey baster at a 
Ід D WILL BE SILENT! swap meet recently, and I'm 
this going to go fill it with 


SUA NOE UE 
bod) o romain pancake batter. N, 
mine! 
1 Curses. 
/\ 


i Robert! You did itl Now get a 
Triangle and Robert container with a tight seal. 


T put lots of butter in this, 
just in case I got the vowel 
wrong. 


Right! 


Triangle and Robert 
Now put it back in the artifact 
гоот and reseal everything. 

I don't know how to 
put the alarm \ 
‘system back 

‘together. 


The alarm system is mostly 1 saw things in its memories. 
to keep you out personally. I think I understand some things 
Tl install a new one later. about the Fourth Race that | 


didn't before, although nothing 


{ 
You seem less directly plot-relevant. 


angry than I've. 
come to expect, 


RS 


I'm going back to bed. 

1f Cube wants aur help he 

can рау the standard... no, the 
hazard rate. 


ROA OA 


Triangle and Robert 


1 guess we should call Cube and 
let him know it's safe to come over. 


1 obviously can't do thi: 
public, but it has to be 
outdoors so 1 can follow the 
signal. Where could 1 
set up a bunch of geometry 
supplies and not get arrested? 


Triangle and Robert 


"Having left Triangle and 
Robert to deal with their 
own problem, Cube seeks а 
safe place tc begin his 
experiment. 


1 wonder if that thing Triangle 
and Robert do where they 
wander around aimlessly until 
plot happens would work 

for me. It's worth a try. 


i I'm doing something wrong. By 
Triangle and Robert the third panel of aimless 
wandering the plot should have 
gone 0A 
somewhere, 


1 
Maybe if I wear a silly hat... 


{ 
MONS 


J 


1 Large open area, unpoliced. I should probably use a 
коны да, mcum 
ither this hat isn't silly enoug! i Geet potential decaying filth problem 
or this sort of thing only works ent Oh наш m won't be a big deal. I think 
for the main characters, Г guess) ee Use the enemy's secrecy| _ this is an actual plan. An 
unsavory plan, but I've done 


из а main-character against them. Do it on the ruins 
thing and not a hat- of their abandoned research wore / 
silliness thing. \ base. No one S77] 
That means 1 — should be able, 
need to apply to see in. 


actual thought. 


id| ^ 
i; I'll assume for now that they did] ` Note for human readers: 
Triangle and Robert |" iP right and theres | Geometry supplies, while 


Barren? No food waste? No nothing for me to find here. nearly essential to 

trash? No abandoned barbecue | 1 really do not look forward to | Polygon reproduction, are 
? Someone's been here. doing tl generally considered 
Someone was either looking highly embarrassing. 


for something or trying to Right, so can I do this 
^, ensure no one —— —À — — experiment 
else would in private? 


find it. 


H Is it okay tc put you back| T 
Triangleand Robert | iius strip now, cuba? | °шРРове you cant start 


writing this comic over and 
come in earlier, before 


What do you think? 
N the whole ambush? 7 


I think you're ій 
some sort of 
underground prison. 


This panel denotes the 
passage of some time, 
clumsily. 


I'd rather not 
raise that 


And? question. 


And I'm grossly 
overusing 
in medias res 


Correct. 
n 


Triangle and Robert 


‘De you have an escape 
plan yet? 


Shouldn't | recap how 


Т got in here first? 
N 


Your call. 


I'm working on sort of a 
plan, but itll be more likely to 
work if I don't say anything 

about it out loud until 1 
spring it. | might as well collect 
my thoughts in flashback form. 

] 


L set up the... equipment and 
started it. Before 1 could make 
sense of the results, they'd 
detected what I was up to. 1 
should have realized they'd 

locate me as quickly as І could 
locate them. 1 also should have 
expected them to 
have 
teleportation. 1 
made a lot of 
that sort of 


mistake, all 
in all. 


Triangle and Robert | They didn't use the teleporter 


on the way back. I'm not 


I'm not sure if they were sure exactly where this dungeon 
shooting to kill or not, but when| i, put ао know the general 


L took cover they switched to area. 
gas grenades. 1 didn't totally why didn't they 
lose consciousnes teleport back? 


N 


How would 1 know? ^ 
You know a fair amount 
about teleport tech. 
You don't have 
а theory? 
Of course not. It's 
not like that would 


be 


терга! to the 
escape plan I'm 
" forming, now 
would it? 

^ 


Uh... yes! 


Triangle and Robert 


So, what do you know 
about your captors? 


It's definitely the shadow 
agency that replaced the 
RDCLBA. They're not just 
about covering up — —7 
Fourth Race s, 
technology. 
though. They're 
trying to 
exploit it. 


M 


You've tried to do that 


yourself. 


Yes, and I've worked 
alongside an acknowledged 
supervillain to do it. 
But 1 published my results. 
Well, most N ,— — —4 
of them... 


publication, honest. I just hit 
a couple roadblocks. 

Also, 1 never attempted any 

inhumane experiments on the 


very building blocks of 
our species. These guys 
are, I'm pretty sure. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


I saw a pile of 


е segments, 


twitching. They might not have 
They're definitely experimenting] been torn from the Ii 


with the very building blocks 
of our species. It's whether the 
experiments are inhumane that 


I'm not entirely certain about, 
but there's strong 


reason to believe 


N 


Such as? 


they аге. N 


g. but 
they smelled of death. | saw a... 


a mass of white pixels. 
1 couldn't even understand 
what it was exactly, but it 
seemed like it ` 
was trying to, 
speak. 


There's worse than that going 
on, behind massive ste 
doors with defenses scarier 
than anything I can remember. 
Т heard bits of conversation. 
Anyway, they chucked me in 
cell. 


Or scream. 


Triangle and Robert |™° reification of my own 


E 
Àh, if only they were 
incompetence, he can also 


content to play 
“то all those who create, 


serve as that of others', thus with dolls. 
there looms the specter of| when those others seek to 

incompetence. To those | create with forces beyond| Do I have to have 
who seek to create, their ken. 
life, that specter| : А апу idea what 
may, itself, live. And their Barbie you're talking about? 
Thus it is that and Skipper! \ N 
Proracothe hear You don't have to 
enters our story. Hals Ee iden) 

Hil^ 


You are the idea. 


Had | mentioned to you | was 
thinking there might be more 
of a temporal component 

involved? 


‘That's right. That periodic... 


Triangle and Robert 


Even the ones that move fall apart. 
Idon't think we're looking at enough 
parameters. There's some additional 
input we need to provide for t perio 
the geometry to be self-sustaining What did you call it? ; 
indefinitely. | "Heartbeat function’. 


< | 


How long would it take you to 
set up some sort of test? 


I think we can do it 
manually next run, just 
to get an approximation. 


Let's do it. 


Second pulse in two... опе... 


Triangle and Robert 


карор" 
- "doop" 


Someone is making a horrible 
Repeating fist in| mistake right now, aren't they? 


What was that? 
sedi two... опе... 


Triangle and Robert 


"BOOP* 


‘The pulses are 
having an effect! 


It looks like the 

short edges are 

buckling outward 
and curving. 


*doop" 
Medial line? 
Should we keep 
going? Now that 
we know the 
function works, 
maybe we should 
try to tune it. 


Give it a few 
more cycles. We 
need data. 


*g00P* 


That has to be coming from 
the lab on this level. 

I'm thinking 1 should be 
looking even harder for an 
escape opportu now. 

N 


Triangle and Robert Sure, it might be enough data. 


I've just never seen you freeze 
up in the middle of an experiment. 
1 hear someone coming 
closer to this cell. 


N 


Something just felt wrong 
about the curves. Maybe l'm 
wrong, but I'l be 
more comfortable 
if we check 
everything over. 
Gut — jin 


instinct, Scient 
Not guar 


Triangle and Robert 


Hey out there! 
Can you here me? 


* What was that? | 


` Research subject. 
Don't listen. 


Sounds like 
‘one's new. 


I'm a scientist too! My name's 
Cube! You've probably read 
parts of my Fourth Race 
research! 


He's lying, right? 
It doesn't matter 


You don't interact with subjects. 
It invalidates the data. 
Subjects? I'm more valuable 
to you for my knowledge! 
You should be interrogating 


mel N 


either way. 


What do 
you mean? 


They've 
already left, 


Triangle and Robert 


Not a polygon, then. 
You were right to stop the 
experiment. 


It was going to be 
some sort of lifeform, 
though, and it seems 
alotmore I 
stable than, 
the last 
few. 


Are you saying we should 
continue the run? 
Not tonight. If it's not a 
polygon it might not be 
bound by polygon 
limitations. We need to 
reinforce the containment 
in case it's some sort 
of monster.\ 


The containment's built to 
withstand anything up to and 
including a Sentry attack. 
Unless you have some other 
objection, automate the pulses 
for an overnight run. 
No really coherent 
objections, no. I'l start 
coding. N 


Triangle and Robert 


Sometime after midnight: 


Something woke me up. 
Is someone out there? 


— Quiet. l 


I don't know. We were bringing 
an artificial rectangle to 

life and it went oblong on us. 

It looked like it might somehow 

1 don't want to say. 


Something horrible has 
happened. | don't know if 

youre really Cube... | probably 

shouldn't be doing this. There's 

an automatic lockdown going 
on to keep it from escaping... 
it already did... I'm scared. 


Let me guess. Lockdown — 
protocol makes no provision 
for the safety of survivors? 


Exactly. We both need 
v їо escape from here 
now. 


What escaped? 


Triangle and Robert 


If you can't actually open 
the cell then what was the 
point of coming over here? 


If you're really Cube, N, 
shouldn't you 
already have 

an escape plan?| 


1 was working on one, but 
it involved a guard opening 
the cell door before 1 
pulled anything. 
Can't you science the door 
open with chemicals or 
something? \ 


We don't have 
chemicals. 


Let me backtrack there. We 
don't have science chemicals. 
There are munitions. You'll have 

їо tell me how to use them. 


Make a list. 


Triangle and Robert 


You'll want to keep unrolling 
the fuse now. Get it out to 
its full length. 


N 


Good, good, keep going. 


Triangle and Robert | | This whole thing could be | | guess you'll want to 
staged to manipulate me, either | SCout around now. The lab 
Cube: presume. |with or without your awareness | where... the lab is down on 

1 want to make one of that fact. the right, the open door. 


thing clear: not оту | that does sound like Stay 300 pixels away from the 
don't | trust you, I also lockdown barriers unless you 
don't trast the something Cube would SORE Bat nor ar 
situa сме weh: ——д | 


Triangle and Robert 


1 have no idea what 


They made a monster? 


happened here, but 
I'm disgusted by it. 


It broke things? 


"S 


Things that... 
| 


Maybe I should be looking for 
escape routes, not thinking 
about what this stuff was for. 


That hole... I'm going to very 
carefully stand so that there's 
no way the hole and I can 

both be on-panel, because if 
it's what it looks like the safest 


panel to be in doesn't include it. 
insi o 


Triangle and Robert 
The hole, in the lab... 
We can't get out that 


way. If it leads anywhere 
ifs to more defenses. 


1 didn't think we could. The 
hole, though. It's shaped 
That's why | wanted 
you to see for yourself. 
It's not something to 
mention out loud. 


But why would... the hole 
was left by something 
going OUT. What exactly 
did you do? I think I might 
need to know before we 

can continue. 


$ 


Triangle and Robert 


Il tell you, but keep one thing 
in mind: | know my way around 
more than you. Your chances of 
escaping go down without me. 


We were trying to create new 
polygonal life, using harvested 
raw materials. Nothing we 
brought to life stayed alive 
for more than a few minutes, 
until | added a new parameter. 
What started as a rectangle 


curved. 
7 


BECAME that? 


A rectangl 


Yes. We assembled it 
from parts. We didn't 
know what it would do, 
but we thought it was 
safely confined, until after 
it changed. 


So it's a newly created entity. 

If you insist on applying 
logic, but | don't 

think this is a logical 


situation. | think it's 
the real thing. 


it go? If it went in 
е after making 
that hole, what would its 
destination be? 
It would pass through 
a guard station, then a 
hallway, then | think 
through a subject, 
z pen. 


Past there... bathrooms, 
janitorial, then solid rock. 
No clues there. Maybe 
predicting its moves is a 
waste of time. We just 
need to get out of here. 
Do you know of any 
teleport \ 
systems 
nearby? 


Triangle and Robert Something like three hundred 


I don't think there are any er; 


teleporters in the complex How many entrances 
They throw off the are there? 
experiments. I wasn't cleared for that. 
How far underground Топу know two. 
агеме? / 7 | 
v 


What kind of scientist are you? 
You're not cleared for 
something, so you actually don't 
try to learn it? Where's your 
insatiable curiosity? 


I'm not sure, and \ — 


don't feel like 


looking for it. 
i 


Some philosopher automata Repurposed? How did you 


Triangle and Robert from Tetris got repurposed. manage that? 
е can blast througtone They might have been ; 
lockdown barrier. What" ч I don't know the details. 
dispatched here. If so, I doubt | “There are a lot of 


there'd be any other guards. | different research teams 


‘What other possibilities? | down here, and they don't 


No. Wait. — — —7 | al intercommunicat 
| Pity. 


N 


be waiting on the other 
That depends. N 
Maybe nothing 

but carnage. 


hada 
plan. 


Triangle and Robert I suppose theres no 
If not automata, what else peracid 


might we be up against? Maybe if | just wait 
Other than the it out they'll come 


monster itself? get me. m not 


; completely 
Guari IURI Wih expendable. W: 


1 can use you as a hostage! 


Triangle and Robert 


Hostage, gun, vague idea of 
where 1 need to go, keys. 
Time to blow up the lockdown 
barrier and see what tries to 


kill me. 


s 


Nothing but a few automatic 
turrets. Maybe everyone is 
already evacuated or dead 
or... or something Prozac the 
Bear does to people. 
Something horrible. 
1 


Triangle and Robert 
*tappity tappity tappity* 


Turrents disengaged? | was 
just pressing random keys to 
warm up, I hadn't even started 
actually trying to do anything. 

1 guess they figured anyone 
at the control terminal would 
probably not want to be shot at 
by default. 


I've made it this far without 


leven needing my hostage. This is| 


too easy. They're probably 
enforcing the lockdown at the 
stead of spreading their 
forces inside. \ 


1 have no idea what I'm going 
to be going up against. 
Maybe I can find security 
monitors in the guard station. 
Maybe I can even find 


something the Cartoonist can 
^ useasa 


punchline and 
keep him 
happy. 


Triangle and Robert | Are there tapes? Yes. Maybe t 


Guardroom. Abandoned hastily. 
There are monitors, but it looks 
like they're just for this area. 

1 can't see what'll be waiting 

outside. | 


сап reconstruct the events of 
the disaster in a little more 
detail from them. On the other 
hand, oxygen. 


The vents are locked down. 

1 can't stay in one place for 

too long or I'll run out of air. 

The tapes might be interesting 

later, though, so I'll take them 
with те. | 


And my hostage 
too. ` 


Triangle and Robert 
The elevators are shut down, 
naturally enough, so I'll be 

taking the stairs. I'm not so 


sure I can get up them dragging 
a hostage. 


On the other hand, I do want 
to help this guy get out of here. 
Та rather he not die if I can 
help it. I don't think I should try| 

to wake him up, though, he'll 
probably remember me 


WA knocking him out and won't 


cooperate. \ 


Cartoonist! ia 


I don't know what 
comes next. If you 
invent a plausible 
plan it's likely 


to work, at least 


until the surface 


i I'm guessing that if I ascend the 
Triangle and Robert stairwell I'll only be abl 


No hints about what's waiting | to go up a few floors at a time 
at the exit, 1 suppose? before encountering some sort 
of obstacle which diverts me 
around the base to another 
stairwell. Ah. You noticed 
17 the video 
gameness 
of the 
setting. 


Correct. 


At some point I'm bound to 
end up fighting escaping 
experiments of geometry 
gone mad, collecting ammo 
from dead guards. I'm better 
off finding a way to use the 
elevator and skipping to the 
1/— — —7 top level. 
Even if it 
means I don't 
get the rocket 
launcher. 


Triangle and Robert 


This elevator feels fam 
Tetris! The elevator 
leither from Tetris or copied| 
from Tetrean /— — —7 
technology. 
Now how 
can I use 
that to 
make it go? 


Cartoonist! You said any 
plausible plan was likely 
to work. What about an 
implausible one? 

| Will it be funny? 
Maybe, but it might be 
funnier failing than working. 
PII risk it anyway. 


1 can't pull the buttons out, but 
1 can turn them. Maybe that’ 
be enough. 


© 


e 


i If that programming is the опу | I'll have to slow the descent, 
Triangle and Robert reason a Fourth Race elevator | ascent, whatever, so it's safe. 
As 1 understand it, the 


" knows up from down, then Hmm... maybe if it ks it's 
Fourth Race programmed their | reversing the buttons just might ing on a slope there'll be 


geometric creations to obey get it to fall in the opposite | friction against the shaft walls. 
the same laws of gravitation direction, when the cable 


obeyed by matter. ИЗЕУ 
ia ar 


© 
© e 
® © 


Triangle and Robert 


l 
It worked? The elevator's 
gravity actually reversed? 
That's stupid. It was my 
idea, but it's still stupid. 


vhs 
Startlingly enough, the 
elevator reaches the top 
floor without incident. 


The doors are harder to 
pry open frdm the inside. 


1 should have brought а 
tool оће than the 
hostage. l'm afraid I'll 

bend him. 


Triangle and Robert xo» threw Vous hostage out] What the... He knocked me out 
into the hallway? and left me behind? 
Where is this... the entrance 
hallway. What am I doing here? 
Wait, he's back there in the 
elevator. What did | miss? 


1 don't usually have hostages. 

1 don't really know what not 

to do with one. Anyway, the 
hallway seems safe. 


Triangle ana Robert see you have a gun. 
You can see that? I 
must be off-panel. 


What? 
Actually 1 wasn't е 
expecting you to regain Never mind. | 


consciousness, but Stick a vertex out С 
/ that works. the exit. 


Aren't you the Meat Sent 
Let me guess, I'm your 
canary now, Cube? 


Triangle and Robert 


I've only barely recovered 
consciousness from my last 
beating! What do you want? 
Do you know where 
the Vegetable Sentry 


was being held? 
р 1 


һаа no idea we were 
holding a Sentry. 
Fine. Stay down until 
the police come back 
and don't make any 


sudden moves. 
s 


Excuse me, 1 don't know if 
you'd remember me or not, 
we've only met briefly. 


Cube? Of course | 
remember you. Your 
research has aided the 
Sentries more than once. 


In that case, can you 
explain what's going on? 


Triangleand Robert) узаг Tange tacit | everyone mte custody as 
й everyone 
we пеага завоз, агоыре of wasn't his story arc to they leave. The problem 
раа tns deal with. We soon realized now is what freed the 
fake "warehouse" and we | that escaped test subjects | subjects and forced the 


stepped in to stop them. | Were fighting guarde and facility to be abandoned. 
a М ===—% 2 


—— — —7 How does | 
We? BN — the 
/ Vegetable| 


Sentry tie 
in? 


Triangle and Robert | They also described the 


We talked to some of the 
less insane test subjects. 
Only the ones in prime 
numbered pens were 
freed, and a 
few іп У 
large 
multiples 
of seven. 


thing that freed them. 


1 guess it's not good 
at factoring sevens. 
But what about the 

Vegetable Sentry? 


He was being held іп a level 
below where the breakouts 
started, according to some 
of the escapees. He must 
still be down there. 
Ѕо you're not charging 


in half-cocked already 
7 — pecause... 


Triangle and Robert 
We're waiting for the flow 
of escapees to slow down 
before we go in. The more 

information we can get first, 
—  thebetter. 
N 


I don't have much to tell you. 
When the experiment went 
wrong, I was in a cell nearby. 
The guy who came out before 
me was a scientist on that 

мегу experiment, so he might be| 
»| able to tell you more about it, 
although he doesn't know much 
^ 7/ about the rest 
of the 
facility. 


I'm not sure | want to know 
about the experiments. I'd 
rather just rescue the 
Vegetable Sentry and as 
many others as possible 
from them without being 

horrified by 
the details. 


N 


Triangle and Robert | We might have to fight Primary objective: save 


М monsters too, but it seems 
So the only defenses in simple enough. Cube's the Vegetable Sentry. 
place are the automated | elevator trick can getus | Secondary objective: save 


ones, and they'll be split to the lowest levels. as many others as possible. 
between keeping us,out and Agreed? N 
prisoners in. | Agreed. 
ГА 


Triangle and Robert | ! hear a vector product. | | think they're getting 
Blow the door and take It's inside the floor! | smarter. They just randomly 


cover! T Get in a doorway! Move! | rushed at us at first, now 
Set to blow in five! Moving! they're using some pretty 
Four! Inside the floor? sneaky tactics. 1 
x N Check your 


=; 7 tortillas. 
"gs We'll need, 
plenty. 


Triangle and Robert 
My cuisine magic is 
starting to weaken. | 

think I have less 
endurance now that 

I'm dual-classed, 


^ 
Dual- 
classed? 


I'm both a Meat Sentry 
and a Valkyrie. The 
steed, remember? 


| know that. You 

just used a weird 
word for it. 
N 


I guess I did. Anyway, 
we need to hita 
commissary or at least 
a vending machine. 
I need pork or 
turkey. 


I'm low 


open. 


| on 
sesame. Lot of, 
doors to \ 


TriangleandRobert| Май. Don't rush in. You're quick to ascribe 


Pork rinds! Take a right! | intelligence to an 
We haven't seen any adversary. 


Corn chips, too. | х - 
them. bored ud geometric abominations It could be coincidental. 
EN f around. They might be There's no harm in 
lying in wait. ^, being cautious. 


Triangle and Robert 
| can manage one all-seeing 
ribeye. After that, I'm down 
to martial arts and equally 
martial gravies. 


| That should 
be enough 
ќо reach the 
machine." 


I see... | see... 
they're eating 
my face! 


What? 
N 


That was disturbing. 
A group of hyperbolic 
tesselations saw the 
ribeye materialize and 
devoured it. 
| | Group? 
(Group, ring, 
^ field, it 


Triangle and Robert 


What kinds of tesselations? ES 
All (4,5) as far as [i5] 
I could tell. | think 
if you laid down 
suppressing 


flapjacks 
^ I could 
make it. 


Huh? 
Where'd they... 
oh. Not drawn. 
The Cartoonist is 
helping us by not 
trying to draw 
non-Euclidean things. 
^| hope they're 
not just 
invisible. 


Triangle and Robert | Do you know where to go? 
Pretzels, snack sticks of| There's only one 
mechanically separated | block of cells we 
chicken, check. I think haven't found 
we're ready for a boss |security footage of. 


fight. Vegetable must 
i 7 | | bs, there. 


If we haven't seen it how 
do we know it's the 
only one? 


Fine. 
s/must/may/ 
^ 


Triangle and Robert | The Vegetable Sentry 

т what? 

Escaped. Weeks ago, 
according to the other 


captives. N. 


A battle of the sort 
go out of my way not to 
draw ensued. It became 
increasingly clear that 

N the various geometric 

monstrosities were somehow| 

coordinating their 
efforts, but brute force 
on the part of the two 
Sentries won out without 
a need to investigate. 


That's completely out 

of character! He doesn't 

just decide to solve his 
own subplots! 


| Maybe he 


does now. 
N, 


Triangle and Robert | Why didn't he contact | Are we allowed to 


The Vegetable Sentry us when he escaped? | reverse-engineer the 
probably had a life-changing Overdependence on |narrative of the comic 
solo adventure the те the rest of the team was] | like that? 
way we each did, his weakness. Maybe Would you ask that 
Г a loner question if v. 


and at the end | 
these guys пом. N we weren't? 
E» 
him. 


Triangle and Robert | I'm not good at leading | | know exactly what to do 
So much for the primary] people into anything but [but only if the Cartoonist cuts 


objective. How do we combat, and I can't away for several hours. 
get all of these people | think of any appropriate ч 
out of here and to magic that would work | How rhomboid. 
^ safety? underground. 
^4 


You're 
asking S 
me? 


i I'm glad you're safe. 
Triangle and Robert | still think | was right not 
Cube's back. to get involved, but 
S Тат happy that it worked 
out for you and whatever 
vague conspiracy it is 
is being unraveled now. 


l si 


That's a relief. 
Let him in. 


N 


Do you think the police picked 
up any of the real decision 
makers? Do you think everyone 
won't just vanish before 
charges are filed? 


I think the Cartoonist won't 
drag things out much 
"longer. 
Naive. 
N 


It's an irritating cycle, just like the 
irritating cycle of Races and 


Triangle and Robert | Probably something forcibly 
the irritating cycle of dying and 


"wacky", to get away from what 


The Cartoonist doesnt stick to | ресе POE ag a boring arc 
Seed chet Hela lacking in jokes. | say "perceives | getting implausibly resurrected. 

" esha as" not because he's wrong So you're not naive at 

it up unsatistyingly and move on that point but because Mi Von te juit cyndcal 
on to something else. the wacky ones aren't an on a higher level 


І Г improvement. s 


Triangle and Robert 


Is Triangle right about 
these “irritating cycle"s? 


Т understand why you 

arranged the quotation 
marks like that, but 

I don't think they 

/, should go that way. 


Was that a random 
digression or a carefully 
couched answer? 

I intended it as a 
Z random digression, 
but you can read it 
otherwise if you 
really want to 


You're being 
cryptic. What 

does it mean when 

you're being cryptic 


You're trying to outsmart 

someone. That's the only 

time you've been cryptic 
in the past. 


Bad writing can be 
indistinguishable from 


7 crypticism, if 
crypticism is even 
a word. 


Triangle and Robert 


"Bad writing can be 
indistinguishable from 
crypticism..." 
When it is 
distinguishable, 
how can it be 
distinguished? 


Didacticism is a non-cryptic 
sign of bad writing. 


Is this conversation 
didactic? 


Cryptically so 
2 


А 


Therefore, it must not be 
bad writing! 
And yet it's self-evidently 
4 bad. It must not be 
writing. 


[SEES 
кы, 


CB PTog iss 


Faun? 
Yu РАР ү 
Мам? 


4 


C sra 
Едал 


SOAM EAT 
ДААП 


Lil ad 
WHAT My pes 


WRITING? | 
4 


Triangle апа Robert Maybe the Cartoonist managed to 


The title's back. Testing... 
Whatever it is, it's passed 
What was that last thing 

you wrote? 
“Software error" 


Bes 


| 


make all his fonts implode. 


Speaking of fonts, 
have you noticed the 
greyscale antialiasing? 
It's been on non-stop, 

for a while. 


Maybe he left it on too long 
and burned it out. 


Do you think antialiasing 
works like that? If grey 
pixels were that much 

more expensive, he'd 
never have used 

anyin 

„ће 

first 

place. 


Triangle Robert | The textless period was, I think, | Stupid phenomena demand 
g'eand just the Cartoonist trying поё | equally stupid explanations. 

ht. | to write badly by not writing 
at all, except he still had to 


Maybe I can shed some 


: н i And don't forget, the 
=v ours stil here? paie ih © чела x stupidest explanation 
1 think the grey pixels theusualsort. | of all escaped from 
antialiasing the text —— | that very lab. 

are a byproduct y That sounds Й 
of the geometry logical... 


lab experiments. [— Too logical. 


Fa: 
Triangle and Robert | Yes. and now you've been 


created by the Seventh 
Is it my turn yet? Race directly rather than 
^ externally imposed upon 
them, increasing the 
likelihood of your 
becoming the Eighth Race. 


hat? 
Тт Prozac the Bear! pu 


You're on a 
turn-based system? 


The lab thing's your new 
origin story, at least 
until you do something 
else continuity-denying. 


I have an origin? 
7 Тт scared! 


Triangle and Robert The motif of two separate — Right. Prozac appears and you 
Prozac was created by the creations of the same object | start talking completely out of 


Cartoonist before and now he's the] ___ has been in the strip ever character. 


product of avil geometry. since Orpuddex brought up the Not completely, I'm 
experiments instead? Beforings. It doesn't seem to 


just using big words to 
"n " Ѕегуе а thematic s 

| No "instead". EN explicitly state my instinctive 

TCR understanding of the comic 

een there. rather than demonstrating 

it through seemingly 
random asides. 
ее? 


N 


{ | Anything worth creating is 


Triangle and Rober worth creating more than once. 


The Beforings created the 
universe, then the Cartoonist | This universe was 
created the Beforings worth creating? 

That's not 


and the universe, then 
you indirectly created MY point’ 


the Beforings. V 


"Existence" isn't a Boolean. 
Something exists or doesn't 
with respect to a universe, 
whether a "universe" in the 
set-theoretic sense or the 
cosmological. The Beforings 
initially existed on their own 
terms, but you had to create 
them within the universe 
before they could interact with 
it on its terms. 
It scares me when 
you use that much text. 


we 
Triangle and Robert | 5,5. that tor a 


So thanks to the RDCLBA's reason 
mysterious successor agency and | If it weren't explicitly pointed 
their horrible experiments, out in the strip you could change 
Prozac the Bear is now your mind about it, N 
a real part of our Now it'll stay true. 


world and not just a 


Cartoonist 
side effect: | | 
n 


What? Robert, you 
want Prozac reified? 


Real things have 
vulnerabilities. 
N 


Ваа characterization isn't a wave. 


Triangle and Robert | Vo said anything about a plan? UE 
Okay, Robert, if you think we can Н 
Ah. The bad-characterization There's only one way to 
actually defeat Prozac the Bear | „ауе passed and you're back find out. Get me a cat and 
we'll cut two slits in it. 


once and for all, 'm : iuh 
я ail, to being frustrating. ГЇ 
with you. What's the асте you da x 
plan? have some unverbalized 
l idea what to do. 


Triangle ang Robert | аштардан | | темин 

i I'm the sidekick. 

Let ue never speak ortnis fight Prozac the Bear, but | You plan, I derail 
experiment again? guess you were just being random. | Maybe we can help find 


Р : the Vegetable Sentry. 
y k 

Yeah. TN We should bring 

s him toilet paper 

АЎ YN | 


Triangle and Robert 


Outside the formerly 
secret entrance to the 
gratuitously evil 

lab complex... 


So... 


Do those supplies include more 
toilet paper than either of us 
can comfortably carry? 
If I told you, it wouldn't 
be a supplies 


Do we go in after the Meat and 
Grain Sentries, or should we 
wait out here and meet them 

as they lead captives to safety? 


You wait here in 
case they do. I'll 
go buy N, 
supplies. 


Triangle and Robert We jury-rigged some I thought I did. 


d teleportation equipment, What am I overlooking? 
What are you doing here? leveryone's going to nearby ito Save улда. 
d ve nev wi 
Do you need any help hospitals. jury-rigged teleporter not to 
with the rescuing? Tele... Ep fail, nor a large group 
No, we're doing fine Are you sure everything's teleportation working safely. 
hat ont fine? Have you actually Maybe you just managed to 
on that Font 7 checked? get it right this time. 
That's why 
we had to ^ 


be off-comic. 


You mean it actually 


Triangle Robert 
g'eand made sense to you? 


The Grain Sentry came up with 
that whole plan himself? 
1 knew he was a good tactician, 
but | didn't think making end runs | of sudden military action 
around comic strip logic was his threatening to end the comic. 
style. | 


Robert's had a similar plan 
in reserve to use in case 


Maybe the Grain Sentry 
stole Robert's plan. 
No, that would have 
triggered the okapi 
contingency by now. 
The Cartoonist can't 
draw oka| 


That's the 
contingency. 


Triangle and|Robert 


Incoming! 
Teleporting in overhead with 

a parachute. Nice way to 
avoid aiming glitches. 

| I don't 

remember - 

bringing a 
arachute.| 


I'm okay. 


The title broke my fall. 


| didn't realize | was 
teleporting into comic range. 
Good thing | didn't hit a 
continuity error in mid-hop. 


You guys are going to 
have to explain 


teleportation 
to me 
sometime. 


Triangle and Robert 


There are several different 

phenomena termed “teleportation” 

The most common form applies 
only to geometric entities and 
consists of a sudden induced 
change of coordinate system. 


I didn't ask you to 
start explaining it right 
now. 


The central hazard is that the 
source and destination locations 
must differ by a rational number 

in each coordinate in both the 


к Good, | was making part 
original and transformed 


up anyway. 
coordinate systems. With the Good summary 
comic strip discretizing everything anyway, but 
to integer pixels, this form of that's поб 
teleportation is only safe when the Whatwe 


Cartoonist has no stake in the 
proceedings or when both 
endpoints are guaranteed 

to lie within a strip. 


used. 


Triangle and Robert | "т worried about the lack | Robert thinks the Vegetable Sentry 
And what about the Vegetable of any communication. will ael toilet paper, for some 
Sentry? What's your next step? I'm going to talk to the iss isa њои e the. ume 

The Grain Sentry's freed prisoners and find Ms n d А i ыт, or it 
out if he let any of them picked up on 


something unstated in the 
Vegetable come back | know what he was up to. atmosphere of the comic. 


to the group" Do you have | 
on his own. any ideas? {аёо have 
7 misplaced a 
punchline. 


inclined to let 


Triang le and Robert | Complete that prepositional 1 asked where they were, not 
phrase. how fast they were going. 


I'm back. Oh, no... now you're going 
Where are the Around 180 miles an hour.) {о say | can't know their 
supplies? position and velocity 


| Around. atthe same time? 
N ETIN 
need to 

now. 


Triangle and Robert | I са! it "solvacerbating". If the supplies will come 
down where we need them, 


So either while we're looking That sounds vaguely obscene. 4 
for the Vegetable Sentry ог then we don't really need to 
afterwards during some Wait. I have a | do much investigating. We 
unrelated activity, various horrible idea can just wait here and 
adventure supplies will suddenly that scares me.| when they come down 


^ drop out of the sky, \ wherever they do, we 
either conveniently know that's where we... 
solving or I'm sorry. | shouldn't have 
exacerbating even started talking. 
something. Forget it. 


Actually, it was an idea 
I've been keeping in reserve. 


Triangle and Robert 


Uh... Linda? for a long time. Tricks like 
VA z that tend to only work well 
Forget it. 7 by surprise. 
It was a 
bad idea. Oh. And my 
N mentioning it... 


sorry. ^ 


Don't be. It probably was 
a bad idea. Now let's 
walk around talking to 
everyone until someone mentions 
7 a place to 
adventure in! 


Triangle and Robert 
You've got a lead? 
Yes. The Vegetable 


Sentry mentioned 
a treasure hidden in 


the world's largest 
^ zucchini 
before he 
escaped. 


Where's Robert? 
1 have no idea. Where's 


This sounds like a retread 
of the Starham story. 


the world's largest zucchini? | No. The world's 


It vanished 
from Alaska 
two years 
ago. 


largest zucchini has 

no mystical properties 

beyond those of other 
zucchini. 


LA 


Triangle and Robert та rather take a plane. My I have to prove Robert hasn't 
Robart’ «rm uz ir we asd fum. track record with magical travel | , Snuck into my luggage, that 
Let's go to this Alaskan agriculture is Robert-esque. такава While: But omerWies yes; 


museum and get some clues. That sounds 
Got travel magic? They let you on reasonable first 
I'm only supposed planes? move, then. 
7 to use my "e 7 


steed for 
Valkyrie 
work. 


i 1 usually book flights for days I'm not so sure about that. 
Triangle and Robert when | expect him to be. Sometimes | think Robert 


‘Five hours of exhaustive leads it and | just follow it. 
luggage proofs later... You lead an overly | | hope we don't have to 
You go through all that eventful li sit next to a baby. 
every time you board 
a plane? 

Its easier when ` 

Robert is in jail 

V at the time. 


Triangle and Robert | Your "uneventful" needs | They weren't even carnivorous. 


Ps recalibrating. Is this the museum? 
PARR It landed, and there was Yes. I let them know 
I'm always surprised when a no question at any point we were coming. 
plane ride is uneventful. | really | that it might not. A few 


shouldn't be, though. They hardly | Squirrels are negligible. 
ever actually go wrong. 
Й 


Triangle and Robert | _ Tharu work. 


What's our tactic? Play it close? | 118,8 а en 


Up front? Good cop/bad cop? you take the lead. 
Try not to be the first 


ones to use violence 
excessively. 


AE AÀ 


Hello. I'm the curator, we spoke 
on the phone. I'm still not sure 
why the Sentries are suddenly 
interested after all this time. 
Ican tell you myself, that 
zucchini was not magical. 


I'm aware. N 


" 


Triangle and Robert | We think the zucchini has 


Has anything happened 
here recently? Even if it 
doesn't seem to concern 
the zucchini. 
Ican't think of anything. 
There's been some sort 
ofnew N 
development? 


become interesting to one 
or more persons recently. 
We don't have many 
details yet. 
It's probably rotted 


by now. 
V 


I was under the impression 
that it was stolen with its 
refrigerated display case. 
They had to unplug it 
to steal it. 


Or did they? 
РА 


Triangle and Robert | ,, lasseyouthereisnot. | Or do 1? 
Yes there aoud bono nay | Having been removed from the 


premises, the zucchini would ID not sone NAE 


to get the case out of the museum As, your implying here. 
without disconnecting the power | 
first. Or was it? Or are you? 
Or would there? Don't you mean 
^ "or would it"? 


NEU LIN 


i That's where they kept the So what's the treasure? 
Triangle and Robert zucchini cool until the search 


L.. L.. Curses! Foiled by your | ended. I don't know where they Treasure? 
Socratic detective method! transported it from there. Yes, treasure. | 
There's a tunnel running м ; 
from the museum Or do you? This is the first I've 
basement to a shipyard ‘They must have made a lot honra арома troosurd; 
Bale mile атау, of money from it, whatever о! | 
they did. They \ 7 am. 
spentaloton they? 
the tunnel, and S 
nearly as much N 


for me to let them. Never mind. 


Triangle and Robert | Tat polygons may succeed or | Just tying this adventure to the. 
fail by their own merits, rather | main plot so it's not a total waste. 


That was some incredible shan ton Whine 5с олан 
detective work. I mean Sect ce te We're looking for the 
non-credible. How exactly causality; it is for this aim that 
x Vegetable Sentry, not 
did any of that work? the Cartoonist must, in the end, : : 
a PILA be made to depart. narrative cohesion. 
Intimidation and luck. 
We can try for both. A 


I guessed he was І > 
lyingat N Утан x 
random and 
followed up. 


i |The simplest way to figure out That sentence has no ending. 
Triangle and Robert which ship a smuggled refrigerated ns: 


Docks. zucchini case would have gone We could narrow it 
Thanks. out on is down by looking at 
their records. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


We're trying to find the 
Vegetable Sentry, not just the 
zucchini. Are any of the locations 
to which the zucchini might have 
been shipped also locations of 
vegetative interest? 

^ 


I have no idea. You 
look through them. 


Linda? 


Triangle? 
None of these seem like 
remotely good leads. 
We might as well use 


favorable randomness 
some more. 


N 


Hopefully, Robert wiíl 
explain this later. 


Triangle and Robert 


< (snorkel) 


Meanwhile, 
just off the 
coast of the 
Great Salt 
Lake... 


Triangle and Robert BEEEP 


Hello, you have reached Uti? UR neuer: 
Triangle and Robert Wacky 4 
Scheme Consultants. Triangle click 


is currently on business and I'm "л. 
diving for treasure in Utah, so Diving fo? 1гөазигә 
И if you leave a in Utah? N 
message we'll 
take a very 
long time to 
get back 
то you. 


It might be the same treasure 
we've been trying to track down. 
It also might be something so 
unrelated as to cause tumors in 

laboratory rats. 
It might even 
be both. 
Maybe we 
should split 
up. 


i For all my culinary expertise, 
Triangle and Robert 1 seriously have no idea how to 


You find out what Robert's operate this thing. 

doing in Utah. I'll see if I 

can get records for some You're holding it 
of these ships and find inside out. 


Use this kielbasa to 
keep in touch’ 
with me. 


anything resembling a lead. | 


That shouldn't be possible. 


It's a complicated 
kielbasa. 


1 can see that. 


Triangle апа Robert |! nope thats off. we're taxiing now. 


We will be taking off shortly. Please 
turn off all cell phones and sausages. Your meal 
choice, sir? 
Does this sausage turn off? 
I've never worked one of these. 
Since when do they even ask you 
to turn off sausages? 
Meat doesn't interfere 
7 with navigation 
instruments. 


There's a meal? 
No, thank you. 


Something about this flight 
feels vaguely noteworthy. I'd 
better familiarize myself with 
exits and parachutes and 
that sort of thing. 
Noteworthy flights are bad. 


Triangle and Robert 


Attention passengers, we've just hit 

pears to be a rhombus with 

a snorkel. Well be making an 
‘emergency landing now. 


At cruising altitude? 


Robert's explanation for this will 
doubtless be amusing. 
[ 
To him. 
l 
1 wonder if he'll need much 
hospitalization. 


Attention passengers! Please fasten 
your scatbelts securely and contain 
any loose objects. We seem to be 
thing. 


experiencing som 


This sounds like a 
me-having-to-save-people. 


Triangle and Robert 


Passengers on the right side of the 
plane, if you look out your windows 
swirling mass of darkness 


I'm on the left side. 
Is it polite to just go 
across the aisle to the 
other side of the plane? 


n the plane seems 
. Would all passengers 
with cell phones or other 
please attempt to 
contact their next of о 
kin? 


Excuse me. Does anyone else 
here have any experience 
stopping incomprehensible magical 
menaces? If not, mind if | 
switch seats with someone on the 
right please? 


Is that Triangle? — 
It must be 
after him! 


Should we throw — 
him off the plane? 


Triangle and Robert | ^m! holding this sausage right? 
That vortex looks more 


Linda? 
atmospheric than spatial 
Maybe Linda can fly in and Can you hear me? 
take care of it. 


1 
Is there any way you can fly out 
here and take a 


look at... 
1 


No, I'm still on the — 
plane. It looks like 
some kind of 
evil weather. 


Right, you can only use the 
mount for Valkyrie pickups, 
1 know. Any other way you 

could get here? I'm almost 
positive we need weather 
magic to save the plane. 

1 can only do 
cuisine magic. 


1 
No, I suppose | 
never have tried. 


This sounds — 
unlikely. 


Triangle and Robert | The Beforings instilled in me 


mastery of cuisine magic. 
heel ne what forcer. I've never had to learn a 
р , magical discipline from scratch, 
How do:l know when Fm let alone on an otherwise-doomed 


feeling n aeroplane. 
1 
1 was hoping you wouldn't "Aeroplane". 
use the word "just" in 1 
that таппег. М. Sometimes | use 


alternate spellings. 
3 


Go on... 
І 
How is that a "better idea"? 
1 


Does this involve me dying? 
1 


1 was hoping for ће 
other answer. 
1 


How dead do I 
have to get? 
That dead, huh. 


What if it 
doesn't work? 


Triangle and Robert 


If 1 jump out of the plane and 
die bravely so you're allowed 
to come in as a Valkyrie to 
collect me, and then you can't 

also save the plane, then I'll 
have died uselessly. 
1 N 
How about Robert? 
If he's not dead 
already, he will 
be soon. 


If being hit by a plane 


doesn't count as battle, 
why would being torn to 


shreds by a cloud? 
1 
1 know it's a good point. 


Look, can't you fly 4 
here some other 
way? 


Make a hang glider out of 


proscuitto, then switch from 
meat to weather magic to fly it? 


It's only sort of combining. 
It's less likely to fail 
than the me-dying plan. 


Okay, I'll keep the | 
kielbasa open for 
you to home in on. 


ведан Jf —— 


The glider just needs to |. | 


i 1 
hold together a little And there goes the glider. 


Sucking is happening. 
longer. I see the plane. 1 


Is that a rhombus smeared | Hopefully that thing will | Triangle, can you hear me 
across its windshield? | Suck me in and then I can | on the kielbasa? I'm going 
Robert, probably. weather-magic it somehow.) in, but I'm not sure I'll be 


| 
1 ^ MENS able to... 
So that's the dark sucking I don't recognize it, though. | 


P I hope it's actually 
pen пле ріапе сап t weather-related. You? 
i Triangle, it's- 


Triangle and Robert as Sort of a flying 1 suppose it's that, but the 
itlexplain that i's not what | “outaardepointing fog | 20108: isn’t what it looks 


ward-pointing fog like. I really did not mean to 


it took te, will you maul me generators. scorre with oi EEG. 
©  Idon'teven know But it's not that? 
o what it looks like. 


N 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


This vessel tracks seasoning | Something on that plane is 


Triangle and Robert 


k ў concentrations, takes broadcasting a seasoning 
Ive been keeping the MSG | them in, and burns them to | Signature resembling MSG, 
entity from reappearing оп | een ane smoke. С) 2741, um. 

Earth by catching atmospheric) © П) overid the So you won't mind if 


seasonings as they enter à 
from space, Q automation. 


О о 


о I blow up your 
о engines? 
INSERT 


SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP ш) 


i It's a non-crashing alternative.| Can I bail out first? 
Triangle and Robert I should be able ta get manual| Ос No. 
Could you blow up the control back and land. Why not? | 


collection intakes instead of You could be trying О You tried to 


ines? 
the engines? Я О to trick me. I'm © conquer the world. 
Q Why should I? Qr gonna do the engines.| Right. That: 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Triangle and Robert 

Passengers, we appi 

broken away from the disturbance 
and will be making an 

unscheduled stopover 

to refuel. I apologize for the d 
and for Seattle. 


1 hope Linda 
isn't in danger. 
She probably isn't. 
1 shouldn't try to 
call her; it might 
distract her. 


1 should have ordered 


r to have а. 


cattle 


Whatever it is, О 
it looks like it's 

going to hit the 
ground hard.5, 


i So he's alive? Don't you still have to fly 
Triangle and Robert Arden 


After the plane lands: Frozen stiff but breathing. 


1 don't have to care. 
Excuse me, can | see the 


windshield rhombus? I might Any idea what the 


А fly to Utah. 
know him. snorkel was about or how Which hospital did they \ 
he wee in the alr In take the rhombus to? 
the frst place не A 
None. If you'll excuse no bar there. — 


whether I still have to 


‘The ambulance 
already left. 


Triangle апа Robert | by a Plane while snorkeling. It's probably all explicable 


So you're okay? I'd finished snorkeling, by someone. 
І can't feel my right I just hadn't gotten rid of | How much by you? 
ae ‘the snorkel yet. less ОНЫЙ. 


vertex, but they say, 


that'll pass. N How much of what | hindsight than 
happened is explicable? I thought \ 
| would be. 


Triangle and Robert| Andwhattreasurescanyou | And that's БЫ І сате to Utah. 
What kind of treasure would you} think of that meet that Hold on, I wasn't really paying 


hide inside a large zucchini? description? attention. I think you answered 
| the questions wrong. 
A dark green treasure None whatsoever? N 
longer than it is wide? Likely. 


^4 


x 


Triangle and Robert | лпа what treasures can you Then stop giving your exposition 
think of that meet that Inthe form of questions 
Just answer them 
the right way! 
I have no idea what 
answers you're looking 
for. What if you made 
cue cards? 


V 


What kind of treasure would you 
hide inside a large zucchini? 


Answer: seed-like treasure. — |Teardrop-cut gemstones? 


) | 


description? 


Wrong! 
S 


Triangle and Robert | лпа what treasures can you What? 
think of that meet jn “That's what you wrote 


What kind of treasure would you 
Стено оп ту cue card. 


hide inside a large zucchini? 


Seed-like treasure, v. Hyphenated feeder They're out 
Robert! mice? АЫ 
| My fault. S. 


Triangle and Robert І just made it in сазе. | Hm. How many strips do 


What question was "hyphenated | In case of...? |you think it'll be before | end 
up saying "hyphenated 


feeder mice" supposed to be an No, just in case. saying "hyphe 
answer to? 
I didn't mean | You just da 


that cue card 1 mean... 
to come up. never mind. 
1 


Triangle and Robert 


В The... oh! I get it in the script. 
Берке ee Soyoufguredtheyd — That's because it makes 
And what treasures can you | have hidden the zucchini Sense io má nów: 
think of that meet somewhere where it could 


Put the cue cards away. | 


You're jumping ahead 


that description? pickle inconspicuously. 
N Why here in particular 

though? 

AN 


Triangle апа Robert | Why here? Why not the Dead Sea| т just didn't think of tank 


or the Baltic or some other body of| T had geography on my mind 


Assuming that your guess about | salt water? Why not even justan | As for the others, they don't 


the nature of the treasure was ordinary pickling tank? Mee stalim рсе 
correct... ‹ 
It probably | think the word I'm 
wasn't. N look for is "specious" 


Vax 


Triangle and Robert | So while snorkeling in the Great | | rm waiting. 
Salt Lake, you were hit by a | 7 Meteo, 


But you didn't find a zucchini plane at cruising altitude. What? | 


or any sign ortho Vegetable There might have been 


Don't rush me. 

more steps. 

Of course not. P | | N | | 
N 


Triangle and Robert | Pid you open the box? On the ground somewhere or 


I found a treasure, or at least I think my memories | in space would be my first two 
а box of a variety connoting fellapart огой there: Pe rl 
treasure. I picked up the may have, ошо? 
box, left the lake, and. Do you have апу N Out of as many 
gravity did stuff? idea where the box as it takes. 
is now? y 


И 


Triangle and Robert Well he was near the plane | | should have thought of that. 


1 crashed into. 
І wonder if the Cornersheep and GO EC ORT, 


the treasure are related. He was? 
1 Wait, was what Linda 


The Cornersheep? Why? saw inside the cloud 
in the comic? 
| Yeah. — 


Not really, thoughts like 
that are my department. 


Triangle R But why a treasure chest That line of reasoning is 
gle and Robert full of glutamate in the tempting me with its 


Glutamate-sucking devices. Great Salt Lake? cann elrilarty to logie 


So if the treasure was, Salt not flavorful enough? Uncanny and also 


glutamate... N, ‘N | giant-size.\ 


Triangle and Robert | Youstay here and either T'll stay here and rest. If I 
recuperate or sneak out of the start anything now it'll 
No unaccounted-for sampos. hospital and do something derail what little plot 
| What's a sampo? pointless. | need to find we have. 


It's mythic. N the Meat Sentry now. | | 


Triangle andRoebert| м. 


Excuse me, did something 
‘ominous fall from the sky a few 
hours ago? 


Just to the left of the 
water tower... 


That's not a giant plume. 
Tm not sure what "ominous" | Something fell there though? 
means, but see that giant Thank you. 
plume of black 
smoke? \_ | 


Not a giant plume, he says? 
Biggest plume of black smoke 
Ive ever seen anyway. 


Triangle and Robert | Repetition is a means of 


| thought | was heading 
towards the water tower. 

Why is it necessary that | 
always get lost in cities? 


[providing continuity which 

requires relatively little 

skill on the part of the 
writer. 


Of providing boring continuity. 


N 


Well, yes. Any continuity 
that hinges on an 
unchanging cycle is going 
to become pointless after 
a small number of 

iterations. 


Wait. This scene actually 

means something, 
doesn'tit. ~, 

With the cycles. 


Triangle and Robert | vh... that газе par 


The cycles of my life as 
protagonist, instituted by your 
incompetence. The cycles of this 
Earth and its Races, instituted 
by the Beforings' incompetence. 
To break either cycle, it will be 

necessary to v, 
break both. 


I wasn't expecting you to 
draw that conclusion, at 
least not yet. 


You basically led me directly to it. 


I was sort of 
foreshadowing 
it, but I 
didn't mean for 
it to be that 
obvious. 


So cut to the chase. What's 
the answer to this riddle? p 


I'm not ready for 
the chase yet. 


Ah, there's the black smoke 
again. I guess I'll keep moving. 


15 that you, Triangle? 
I'm sorry. I tried 
to stop it from 

coming back. 


Triangle and Robert 
It looks like the wreckage of 
some sort of flying machine, 
but it smells like a condemned 
sausage factory. This is " 


exactly the sort of thing 


I'm prepared to handle. Either a capital U and lower-case 
\ Н ѕписк up оп те This is exactly ће — 
or this is very bad. sort of thing I'm 
N prepared to 


whimper about 
ineffectually. 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle? Does this form 
work better? 


| Better for what? 


1 think we 


1 didn't mean to return to Earth, 
but space wasn't shaped like 
| thought it was. By the time 
1 realized bits of my mass had 
been sprinkling into the 
atmosphere, it was too late 
to change course. 


I'm still mostly in space, but 
more of my MSG is falling to 
Earth every day. |... don't think 
1 can hold myself back much 

| longer. 
Hold back from what? 
1 think I might destroy 
all polygons in a massive 
final growth spurt. 
Would destroying Beta Tapiocus 
prevent that? 
If doing so were even 
remotely conceivable. 


Triangle and Robert | Because sometimes thinking the As necessary, yes. 


unthinkable takes speaking Leaving our destiny to higher 
Destroying Beta Tapiocus is | the unparseable. The only way to | powers only makes us victims of 
more than remotely conceivable, change the rules of this those powers’ incompetence 
it's downright contemplable. universe starts with ignoring Making up our own destiny, 
Is that a word? 1 the ones we don't like. however badly, puts it in the hands 
I have no idea! Including English? of our own incompetence... and 
d Ц 4 our own incompetence is finite. 


Was that supposed to 
be a logical argument? 
TII use logic when logic works. 
Nottoday. | 


Triangle and Robert 


The Meat Sentry... 


will be fine. Her magic’s 
stronger with me nearby. 


We still need to find the Vegetable 
Sentry, and the others as well. 
Then it's time to end things 
and to keep other things from 
ending and to make some things 
that were already ending end 

differently. 


1 might know where Orpuddex is. 
Once Linda recovers I'll try to 
get him for you. 

We could start without 
the Dairy Sentry if 
necessary, but itd 

be a bad omen. 


N 


1 want it all to fit together. | know 
that's not what I'm going to get, 
but it's still what | want. 

We're going to find the Vegetable 

Sentry and the Dairy Sentry, 
and they're going to explain their 

absence, and it will at least 

try to make sense. 


N 


Triangle and Robert 


So you've pieced it 
together, including the 
fact that pieces you 
don't actually have can be 
glossed over as long as 
the result fits the 

story. 


Then we'll all go into space and 

make a new, underdetermined 
destiny for this universe. 

Do I sound confident enough? 


You did until 
that last 
sentence. 


Triangle ana Robert Good point. Mass extinctions Baa. 
aren't picky. 1 suppose you're right. 

1 Once the cycles are 
broken there will be room 
don't get. Why are you given up on trying to for more than one dominant 
helping polygons revive the Fifth Race? species. I hope everyone 

survive? can reasonably coexist. 
! Baaa! x 


INSERT » 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


Baa! 


There's still one point! | — How can I be sure you've really 


Now you're just 


TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP being cryptic. 


Triangle and Robert 


Robert found a box.... 
right, you're telepathic, no 
need for me to tell you. So 
any idea what it was or 
where it is now? 


7% 
I like t 


dialogue. It saves a lot 
of work. 


So what was Robert doing in 
the air? Did you have 
anything to do with that? 


N 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


kind of 


Baa... Baa? 


It's a lake. Why would a 
lake have pirates? 
Ваа, baa! | 
Zeppelin pirates over 
Utah? I'm confused now. 


N 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Zeppelin Pirates Over Utah| Belay that, | be ye cop'n and I We stole his precious chest, 


Jo, it be many a long year since 
last we flew ye skies. Twas 
a long time ago indeed ze 
curse befell us. 


^ 


Achtung! Ve need 
more grog! 


be sayin’ when the grog be we did, but at such a cost! 
needed, dummkopfl What good be a stein with 
1 be considerin' me log. naught in it? 
Now that wizard, he were o кера с Shut us about 
wil one Indesd. immel... Shut up about ze grog 


or ve'll keelhaul dich! 


Zeppelin Pirates Over Utah} Then into the briny deep the wily| An’ when that chest were opened, 


The chest, she was as magical 
оз ve'd been told, but zat 
magic came unexpected. 

Aye, ‘twas a shock to find 
our very ship becomin’ smaller 
ап' smaller, an’ us on it too. 


7 


wizard threw the chest, after 
it'd swallowed us up mit its 
strange shrinking magic. 
And so beneath the seas ve 
slumbered für years and years, 
until a treasure-seeker braved 
the waters and 
hauled us out as 
^ his catch. 


out came ovr ship, good as the 
day she was made, and off we 
flew, to continue our piratin’ 
ways, however distant a future 
this may be. | 
1 be done talkin’ now, 
break open ye 
/ 9109. 


Triangle and Robert 
That's right. I think I remember 
now. Who'd expect a treasure 
chest to be filled with 
tiny pirates? М. 


And then I ended up on top of 
the expanding zeppelin and 
fell off. The odds of then 
subsequently hitting a plane. 
are best left 
uncomputed. 


I wonder whether zeppelin 
pirates can be successful in this 
modern age of jet planes and 
ubiquitous sorcery. x 

Perhaps we 
haven't seen the 
last of that crew. 


Triangle and Robert | Why were we looking for that? So we just assumed that 
he'd also be looking for 


Yes, nine pow 1 rere Because the Vegetable it and we'd cross paths. 
we've lost the trail o: entry mentioned і i 
* x For lack of l 
the world's largest before disappearing. von оу better 
zucchini, though. Nouknow that: idea! What d can 


by we try? 
i | i our own. 1 


Triangle and Rober 


If the world's largest 
zucchini has a treasure 
it, growing a zucchi 
ourselves will not... 


We publicize it. 


{ | We show a large zucchini. We 
claim it's the world's largest. 
We wait for treasure hunters. 


And then maybe 
they'll know what 
the treasure is! 


That sounds like the sort 
of plan that backfires 
horribly in an Umberto Eco 
novel, illustrating that 
employing untruth in the 
search for truth is 
inherently self-defeating. 


Umberto what? 


I think it's a fish or 
something, from a 
Sega game. 
ү] 


Triangle and Robert | ^n. That can get even more They must have been put into 


ў dangerous than your typical | suspended animation before the 
? 
ае калы dee sneaking out of and-slash-or Time of the Oval, So much 
destroying hospitals. of the world has.. 


have you on? Anyway, I gather you're going to 


I've been Mery cad be growing a zucchini? \ 
i е pirates 
Mining, ibis Yes. Remember that 


“growth ray 
you made?, 


i Why is it named that? 
Triangleana Robert |... at tne creennouse 
Later, at the Greenhouse 


Gf MN It's eponymous. We're 
of Mystery: 


renting it from 
1 didn't ask for mystery. A N 
Now THAT's growing a 


Zachariah Mystery. 
1 asked for a greenhouse. dd His rasa no. 
ques what m It's just questions in your mind 
at caption sa N, 
Pon аву попе, NP well, т wondered _ 
how to spell 
"Zachariah". 
My. That is quite 
a zucchini there. 


i Silly like giant quasi-intelligent 
Triangle and Robert zucchini claiming a destiny to 


How sure are you the growth ray succeed polygons as the 
won't wear off or make it explode dominant lifeform? 
or anything silly like that? 
Iam fully confident that, That's not silly at all, 
if anything silly happens in context. 
because of theN, Whenever | try to think 
growth ray, it about how silly our 
will be far contextis I feel a 


silier than great, 
J that. 7 


almost inexplicable sadness. 


1 don't think so, no. 


A 


Did you just pronounce 
a line break? 


D 


Triangle ana Robert Hmm... that's odd... | Robert! What's odd? 


“TNS Botanists and notrleaiare: - | "wars cades the доа The zucchini is still fine and 


there are no discernable \ 
going to be here in a couple doing something odd? side effects franithe 


hours to confirm the Are we doomed yet? growth process, 
largestness of the К 
zucchini. Is the zucchini | Heh. "Are we doomed Oh. 
still safe? yet?" That should be Yeah. 


^ a catchphrase. That's pretty odd. 


Triangle ana Robert "Claim"? Look at the thing! ‘Apparently there is a treasure 
connected to this zucchini in 


with notorious “protagonists Given their tendency to perform some fashion, but Robert and 
Robert and Triangle, who claim various hoaxes on behalf ог Triangle have refused to 
to possess the world's largest “wacky scheme" clients, the claim mises 
zucchini is of course questionable; however, | ^ someone else appears to be 


I can say that ít certainly looks approaching the greenhouse now. 
like a very large zucchini 


Triangle and Robert 


Triangle and Robert |There was no reason їог| ! am glad youre back and have 


Wh...what did you just do to 
our zucchini? 


Euthanized it. 


AY 


no idea what you're talking 
about. Would you mind narrating 
a short flashback? 
You weren't after 
the Book of Salads 
Past? N 


— I don't 
even know 
what that 
is. 


what you did to that 
zucchini. The Book of 
Salads Past has already 
been reincarnated. 


I 


Triangle and Robert | Ub... Robert, do you want We were growing a very large 
If you weren't trying to to field that one? zucchini because we'd heard 


you were looking for a 


recreate the Book of No! treasure hidden in the world's 
Salads Past, why were | wel, first of all, | have no clear largest zucchini and wanted 
you growing a notion of what you mean by a to attract your attention. 
reincarnation zucchini? | — reincamnation zucchini. A hidden treasure? 


Л ES А vi pud 


Triangle and Robert | | think ı know what some words 


1 was part of the team in that sentence mean. 
The Book of Salads Past 


growing the i А 
" tion zucchini is a moderately ancient 
геілсагпа! tome of recipes which 
for the Book of hints at the Godfood 
Salads Past. of Vegetable. 


Lo 


Remind me what a Godfood is. 


Triangle and Robert 
Godfoods! Foods so 
powerful that their very 
recipes dimly possess 


universal 
consciousness! 
N 


Right! 
» 


Those. Like the Fondue and, 
apparently, the Starham. 


Yes. The Book of Salads 
Past was destroyed in the 
recent past, but could be 

brought back into being 

within a reincarnation 
zucchini. N 


That being... a large squash 
that regrows a lost object 
inside of itself? 


Yes. We had not 
considered that the 
zucchini would break a 
world's record and end up 
in a museum. 


Hence stealing it. 


Triangle and Robert | We're not sure about that either. 

1 recovered the Book | 50 You escaped, and the other 

È prisoners had heard you talking 

of Salads Past just about the book and completely 
before being captured 


misinterpreted it, resulting in... 
by the... І never did Right. This entire situation 


get their name now makes sense. 


RN ! So what did you 
want me 
for? N 


Is it important? 
At first we... myself, Robert, 
and the Meat and Grain 
Sentries... just wanted to 
make sure you were okay. 
But I think there is 
something important, yes. 
^ 


Triangle and Robert |"! accept that that's worth | Your Fondue quest involved 
...something important, yes. If we having the Sentries team learning self-reliance? 


don't destroy Beta Tapiocus, up, for the necessary 
it will destroy us. duration. 
Survival of the polygon | | think I'm beginning to see 
species and the possible | "hy you didn't check in. 
alteration of 


cosmology itself... 
Ww / 


Fondue quest? 


The Fondue didn't give 

you a quest? 
VA It sort of did, but 
nothing questworthy 
actually “ 
happened. 


Triangle and Robert | Have you read about the I'd suggest doing so. 
i Meat and Grain Sentries’ 
lothing questworthy happened? пое Уер 
a р Will it take long? 
No. Should it have? Are they in the Е 
No. It doesn't seem to 


ic? 
comic? : consume any time at all. 
No, I haven't. | 


AMT, 


Triangle and Robert |! think my Fondue quest, |And the climax was your realization 


to the degree I had one, | that following the group was 


I'm back. limiting your potential? 


actually happened i, 
You didn't leave. | before everyone split Precisely. For the 
Spook up to handle their sake of record- 
| POT individual quests. keeping | suppose 


1 should flash back. 
1 


% 
Ps ` ї 
\ j If you V 
don't mind. 
^ 


Triangle and Robert 


After using the remainder 
of the Fondue to heal the 
sick, we set out towards 
the Farm the Dairy Sentry 

was now remembering as 

the site where he 
had learned its 
recipe! 


The Dairy Sentry was 
remembering a lot of 
things, but they probably 
belong in his flashaback 
and not mine. 

So he will be 
able to give 


one? I think so. 
N 


If he doesn't then the rest 
of us can fill in the gaps, 
but his story is his story. 

En route to the Dairy 
Sentry's old farm, we... 


Triangle and Robert | “trying to", progressive | ! Should probably stop the 
If this is my flashback,  |tense? | thought time didn't| flashback, then. I don't 
where's the thing that | work like that between the want space-time to get 
wasn't broccoflower? strip and you. more ruined. 


I'm trying to find a Never mind, got one. 


reasonable representative 
piece of clip art. I 


haven't had any luck yet. iw 


Eh. It varies. 


Triangle and Robert | That sticky-up bitonthe | What's with the color? 
I cut and pasted it from | light doesn't match, but 


a larger appropriate- it's pretty close to what I know it was actually 
looking image of a 1 remember otherwise. one color, but since no 

fractal. I think it's The actual fractal one can remember what 
approximately what you you were fighting kept |Color that was, I'll just 

were fighting? shifting around anyway.| Vary it like an object 
This is close enough | in a dream, or something. 


for a still. 


As we approached the I'll just reiterate that it 


Dairy Sentry's farm, we The reasons are was no broccoflower. 


were engaged in battle more the Dairy |The danger it posed was 
by a spawn of the Sentry's story real and substantial. 
ancient evil which had... than mine. I'll just 
talk about the Any reasons not 
battle itself. to kill this thing? 
` 


3 


Untitled Flashback None. My fight. Rest of you, 
of the Vegetable Sentry stay back. 


Then let's. Stay what? 


/ 


Any reasons not 
to kill this thing? 
` 


Untitled Flashback 


She was energized with 
of the Vegetable Sentry 


potential gravy. He was 
going into some sort of 
анак maneuver. 


2 That... uh... 
Cy l Hut. 
I Ў Vi 
M 
" 


Isaid stay back! My i 
It’ "s all our fight! 


We need to coordinate 


They need to calm 
down and let 


someone with some 
tactics do it. 


z 


Untitled Flashback It's growing! | think it's No... | think we need to keep 
of the Vegetable Sentry | somehow feeding onus | shouting and overfeed it. 


ing! 
Can we stop arguing arguing: . 
for one minute and Everyone I'm not so sure 
just kill this fractal? | shut up and about that plan. 


| I have it _ attack! ғ 
under 
control! 
My fight! V 


Triangle and Robert 


I'm not sure 1 believe this story. 
1 know the Sentries aren't 
a well-coordinated team, but 
arguing with each other in front 
of a thing trying to kill them? 
That sounds exaggerated. 


СЕ 


So does killing every Yes. Under non-mythic 
lightning god on the conditions, we'd probably 
planet or jumping out have agreed on an attack 
of a plane from awkward plan instead of irritating 
embarrassment. each other; 


So this is another one 
of those "mythic" things. 
^ 


Untitled Flashback Shut up! This is no time | You stink at attacking! 
of the Vegetable Sentry to be arguing! 


What part of 
Keep arguing! If we You argued first, this is my fight 
argue enough, it'll Linda. Just let me do you not 
7 explode! atack If ilonel understand? 
The part where | 
| | don't get 
to kill 


anything. 


Untitled Flashback 
ofthe Vegetable Sentry 

Although He Isn't in 
Any Panels of This One 


You don't have to 
kill everything. 
This isa y 
dairy job. 


Fine! Go ahead and lose!| 


I will! 
I mean... 
No! Yes! 
N 


r 


It got bigger. 
I told you that! . 


Untitled Flashback We've taken one fourth | This isn't some kind of 


ofthe Vegetable Sentry a rout and you're puzzle we need to study 
wasting time to insult |to find the clever hidden 

I told РА you'd lose. our fallen member? | solution! We need to hit 
If we're going to be this fractal, as hard as 


ateam we should act | Possible, as 
coordinatedly 


I 
V опе: No, WS as possible! 
need i07 | That isn't — 
a word. 


Untitled Flashback That moment was Whatever І was going to 
ofthe Vegetable Sentry| probably the turning | do next, | would be the 


Е point. There was по one to do it. 
"Coordinatedly." greater wisdom ofthe | | invoke... a border of 
That isn' group to which I lettuce... 
a word. could defer. There | 


really never was апу. f Huh? 


It had been 
wishful 
thinking. 


Untitled Flashback He sealed himself in with! What's he trying to 
of the Vegetable Sentry ! the monster. accomplish? 


Тат in no condition to No, he sealed us out. 
mant За t The border would only 1 didn't hear 
aint at Stop us, N the Grain Sentry's 
paying not him or reply to that. 


it. 


V 


Triangle ana Robert I didn't, though. 1 mostly just stabbed it. 


And then the fractal mauled I did get mauled a little, | It divided into smaller 
you to death. while | was getting my fractals as | hurt it, 
I'm standing bearings, but then I but its parts were 
right here. hit back. uncoordinated and 
That doesn't Any particular much weaker than the 


automatically “technique? whole. 
mean you 
ER V Wi 
2 


Untitled Flashback Fractals aren't cabbages. | To crush it, then. Or bury it. 
ofthe Vegetable Sentry| Не just covering it with | He's using cole slaw as a 

He's winning. cole slaw to suffocate it. | weapon, not transforming 
He's turning the fractal | What makes the enemy into it. 
into cole slaw. you think it 


ш That's breathes? Says уон. 
i impossible. ^ 


N 


Untitled Flashback Can't you stop Let's tend to the 
of the Vegetable Sentry! arguing for long | wounded then go our 
Says you"? That's real enough to... separate ways. 


mature. : Д . 
What do you || No. You can't. There's no way it 


We all saw different | could be any worse 
know about things in the Fondue, | than this debacle. 
^ right? Maybe ` \ 
Д we're not V $^ 
supposed to 


be together. 


Untitled Flashback Тре wound is minor, as is Then I lost 


of the Vegetable Sentry | tbe condition of the Dairy consciousness. 

You bad a battle without me? Sentry. 1 came to in a motel 
Itold you to call me back room; everyone had 
if anything attacked and agreed to split up and 

you just let me scout? done so while | was 


still unconscious. 
1 ES : They left me with the 
room bill. 


Triangle and Robert 


Thank you. That flashback will 
certainly give us all something 
to think about. We can hope that 
the humility learned by the Meat 
and Grain Sentries will prevent 
something like that from recurring 


against Beta Tapiocus. 


The Dairy Sentry couldn't I doubt he failed in his 
beat that one fractal, and that 


main battle. If he had, 
was just an offspring of everyone would have 
the main one? 


noticed consequences. 
The Meat Sentry's 


interference кері піт | & VoU saa 
from using his full ARR вор 
abilities. N 


Triangle ana Robert Depends on the "us". I'm not sure it's wise to 
be hammering that theme 


Ba yourthink IET Work If that's the case then so bluntly. We need narrative 
| What? we've already mostly won. uncertainty left for the climax. 
Us against Beta “ Tne whole points for You're right. — N 
polygons to be the , 
Tapiocus. ам If it's foreordained 
n M we lose. 


^ fate. | 


i talked about the missing Sentries 
riangle and Robert vont montoned Gin: W 
| just realized horrible writing. We havent mentioned him. We 


should be more aware of his 
We knew Mr, What? absence than any of the others. 


Disease before any | Unless he's not N, 
of the other Sentries, really absent. 
and yet when we've 


He's probably been with us 
in spirit the whole time, so we 
haven't thought of him as gone. 
In spirit? 1 


Yeah, he probably 
got killed and is 
haunting us. `, 


Triangle and Robert | why should | believe that? Can we do a seance? P d 
k I can't yet come up 

Because it might А 

тине E ease with a reason why not. 

1f this is about your ener thee Rut 

line mix-up last strip, + | Thatwas the least yes 


I kept it like Okay. Next question. I've heard in a long time. 
that because it | | 
fit the topic 

г me to, 

screw 

it up. 


Cartoonist! 


I'm about to channel something. | Did I say anything useful? 


Triangle and Robert 


SHREEEEEEEEEee..... 
Is just the two of us Ge SEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE:: тї was а fax 
enough for a seance? AAAAAAAAAA. machine again. 


reeEEEEEEEEEE.... 


N 
Be quiet. I'm beep beep beej 
Be quem op beep beep 
PAS /N 


Triangle and Robert | 1t's a USB crystal ball, maybe I thought the manual said... 
If our seance attempts keep we should try plugging inan | тһе manual is for a completely 
getting fax machines, maybe external faxmodem? different model. Look at it! 


the problem isn't on our end Its nota USB N This ball doesn't even have 
Maybe there's just a crystal ball. the heatsink. 
fax machine in the а 
afterlife. | 


Triangle and Robert What else could it be for? | Put it away and get me the 


We could call technical support.,.| А crystal router. phones! have anotneridea. 
A crystal photo printer. 
Robert, is that manual A crystal radio tuner. cana e for 
even for a crystal A crystal MIDI adaptor. осоо NY 


ball? 


Triangle and Robert | ReaaEEEEE, raaaEEEEEee, It's printing. Keep channeling! 
ч à SQUEEEEEEEEEE, wonk 
"т about to channel Dial now! | Wonk wonk wonk SQUEEEEEEE | KRAAerKEKEGEGEKEboo00 
І still don't get 


ssss deeEEEEE [inaudible ultrasonic] 
why... okay. 


Oh! That's what, gwehgwehBAAAA 
Dialed. N | | 


that number was! Good, good 
We're calling our cover sheet's 

own fax N done. AN 
e 


Triangle ana Robert уез, no, and why not, Wait, did I ask three questions 
in that order. of four? Does "Triangle?" 


Triangle? Are you done constitute a question needing 
channeling? Are you оп answer? 
conscious? Should I 

read the fax? N Actually, the "..." could 


count as the answer. У 
anyway. That works. 


Triangle and Robert | My mind also balks at the little | Yes, I know there's a simple 


The fax is a picture of Mr blue crystals in cat litter and | ^ mapping to the integers. 
Diseese's spirit trying to work | the countability of the rational | Intellectually, Т accept they're 
the spirit of a fax numbers, so that's not, countably infinite. 
machine. My mind balks necessarily a.v I just don't feel it. 
at the implications ~, signifier. x 
of this Yay, І sidetracked 
message. myself! 


Е RET ose 


i Either I was out longer than I Just give me the fax. 
Triangle and Robert thought and a significant 


Triangle, are you awake? | amount of adventure happened 
Imfine now. — | without me or that is a complete 


I found a new non sequitur. 
proof mapping 1 forget which. 
the little blue N 
crystals in’, 
cat litter 
to the 
prime 
numbers. 


Triangle and Robert | Does any of that make any sense?| That makes it your job to solve, 


He's dead, he's trying to reach That would ultimately depend We need an unconsecrated 
us, he doesn't have a voice line, on what you mean by sense. burial ground and a cell 
and the ghost of a dead But... no, it basically phone with big buttons. 


fax machine is too doesn’t. \ 
complicated for him Easy. 
to operate. 
| /N 


Triangle and Robert | Yes That was the easiest I put а signature confirmation 
One good thing about abuse of a graveyard we've sticker on it. 


unconsecrated ever committed. May | ask how 
burial grounds: they usually we can be sure 11 assume that makes 
don't have anyone to Mr. Disease will get sense to you and move on, 
chase you away. N, the ghost phone? 


PAS 


Triangle and Robert | 'tis in any event not in need You know very well what table. 


of servicing. Please put it Just because it isn't drawn 

Robert, stop fooling with the crystal] gently back on the table doesn't mean you don't know 

ball. It contains, по user-serviceable| апа concentrate. what I'm talking about. 
parts. 


What table? 
How can x | 
we know if I'm sorry. 
we don't V, Ny 
try? | | 


г А 1 don't remember you ever using 
Triangle and Robert | why did you have to say рз 


I'm about to channel. Again. "whilst"? Now I'm thinking | 


TS sáfè:to channel about your word choice and So it distracted you 


my concentration is broken. That's what | said. 


whilst peeved? Eye 
о you're not 
\ тез peeved. v 
S I'm peeved differently 


7 now. 


Triangle and Robert | Why must you always choose the | Robert... 1 don't think this is 
least opportune moments to be a comedy. 


perceptive? I know that, but following 
Comedy! the rules of comedy helps 


You're not calm, accentuate the \ 

you've just gone N horror of our 

from angry to existence. 
anxious. N | | | | 


I'm calmed down now. Let's 
do this seance. 


Triangle and Robert | !m making contact. | hear him! This joke has been stretched 


He wants something. He wants us far enough. 
Ready now? to do something. To leave 1 
Ready. something for him. Some sort of... PICK ОР! 


\ message for him? IT'S ME, 
O TRIANGLE! 


Triangle and Robert 


"Triangle... can you bear me... 


Yes. We can hear you, 
Mr. Disease. 

What's he 

saying? 


Mr. Disease, we're going to try 

to resurrect you. Can you tell us 

The Locust Garden continues where your body is, and do you 
to do business. have any suggestions for a 


Then it was method? 


My restaurant... is it still standing... 


not ip vain... | dick 


What? Hello? 


ÁN 


Triangle and Robert | what? Sometimes, yes. From what litte T know of 
Мауса the stars are jist wrong, | Beta Tapiocus is probably gy. 


breaking astrology 
or something. These seance 
attempts just aren't working That's a good point. 


How can we 
properly today. compensate? її give you time to 
The stars 7 think ene it. 
matter? ` ^ 


Triangle and Robert | ! was hoping to get a body. He once told us the spirit of his 
Maybe we just shouldn't Non-body ones seem harder. grandmother was in a statue 


bother with a seance. We know Then let's find it. We don't | thero. That doesn't help us 
he's dead and in the default need a seance for that. directly, but it might not be the. 


afterlife, let's cut ahead, I have an idea. У ee 
to resurrection. N Let's visit the 9. 
Locust Garden. | 
75 a 


We were friends. | would like 


Triangle and Robert | Fe» "angle. Your assistance is n 
an explanation, at least. 


net required. 


Vou аге not to enter Mr. Disease fell in battle. Understandable. The best 
the kitchen. Pax Mor socis thing pua con doi rtl 
Do you know te ee jode id Out of respect for 
who | am? this restaurant, | will 
do so, but 
this is not 


+ over. 


AWAK\ 


Triangle and Robert |= eit of Ма m I could have just been asking 
'us" or "to resurrec i 
The current restaurant manager а random sentence-diagramming 


is a warrior-chef in Mr. Disease's | You're being observant question, 
tradition. He doesn't wantus to | оѓ details. Isn't that No, it was pretty clear 
resurrect Mr. Disease. а bad thing for how you were asking 
you work? whether it was 


the resurrection or 


| lus doing it that was the, 
issue. 
A 


T might be growing up or 
something horribly inconvenient 
like that. So, I need a hobby! 


i Usually you tag along and just 
Triangle and Robert ignore the important things going 


I need something to distract me. | on around you. 
Important things are going on, I'm finding this part That's an awfuly N 


апа I can do the most oo important to я 
good if I stay away from ignore. N logical way to get 
them and then re-enter, Yourselt sidetracked. 

the main plot at the 
last S 
moment. 


Triangle ana Robert Wait a minute. I hate simplicityl 
Fishing seems like a simple 


enough hobby. 
ай: 


ахи 


Triangle and Robert| Maybe I should try boring! ‘What happened to the last one? 
alti beh Triangle! Do we have a 
TIG; ого, drill I can use? It's covered in 
Sculpting, boring 


it and 
Painting, boring | кее TN 


^ 


П ISI 


Triangle and Robert | or pudding, or whatever liquid 1 hope | didn't just set off a 
stratum happened to be below self-denying prophecy again. 


i that particular area. I'm sure there's nothi 
shopping district is now twenty А à ng 
feet below the other half. The pont e; ive dont have 6. to worry about. Anyway, 


m worry about any further how Эбри make, 
"наоко twas уо / consequences from this liquid nitrogen 
were doing before b 
magma got, 
involved. 
7 


I'm not going to ask why half the 


Triangle and Robert 
No. Next hobby. 


Is there a local drama 
troupe without orders 
to shoot me on 


Sight? \ 


Was that literal or hyperbolic? 
Sort of... parabolic. 
Or is that needlessly 
elliptic? 


^U 


Ow! I totally 
deserved 
/ that! 


Triangle and Robert | That idea is too dangerous to My next hobby shall be 


You could try drawing a comic. be dangerous enough for extreme grammar! 
re a me to attempt. : 
| You're joking. N 
I'm not sure how to No it shan't. | 


Yes. I am. : 
formulate the obvious pers 

manner in which that 
sentence was self- N 


^4 contra- 
dictory. 


Triangle and Robert | That last abuse of grammar Lingering shades of 


caused pain. the Third Race! 
„up with which I will not Twas net my intent то | Was that a hypothesis or an 
put up with intend no causation of interjection? 


S said pain. \ Hypalect= 
Not my pain. You're did you just `, 
Robert! Stop! hurting something Hans. 
^ A else. Scream? 


Triangle and Robert Unless we can be sure it's an But my syntox is okay, and 
Whatever it is you hurt when you | animal, I'm not comfortable 


that's the issue right now. 
torture grammar, | think the right comically abusing it. 
thing to do is stop. 


Your logic is 
dapes. grossly perverse. 


АО ло 


Triangle and Robert 
Restoring vintage pinball 
machines? Isn't that something 
that requires specific 
skills and practice? 


I'm choosing to 
ignore that. 


Waiting for Robert to 
randomly accidentally 
crack this restaurant 
mystery isn't enough. 
1 need to 
investigate. 


Was that a thought bubble? 
You don't use those much. 


Go restore your pinball 
machines. Don't worry 
about me. 


Triangle and Robert | Trained with a Sentry... wanting 


1 am honor-bound not to interfere 
with the Locust Garden itself, 
but I need to know what that 

new manager is up to. He's not 

just a random chef, he clearly 

trained with Mr. Disease and 
is aware of Mr. \, 

Disease's role as a 

Sentry. 


control over when and if that 


Sentry comes back from the dead... 


It could be a succession thing! 
If he wants to be the new 
Metamorphic Sentry, and thinks 

he's next in line... | 
but each Sentry post 
is passed down 
differently. 


Mr. Disease was the first 
Metamorphic Sentry, so what 


.| determines who's next? Perhaps 


he has to CHOOSE a successor 
from beyond the grave, and 
his spirit is being held captive 
untlhedoes! — \ 
1 might be jumping 
to conclusions, 
but this seems 
far too plausible. 


Ergo, | must beat up phone 


Triangle and Robert | Then again, maybe he's being 
company personnel. 


duped... or maybe we were being 


VTHRILL as Triangle duped! What if that seance was |ы, | 
CONTINUES-TODEDUCR, intercepted, and instead of the 1 don't have to do ALL m 
Mr. Disease didn't sound afterlife we just contacted reasoning out loud. У 


desperate to be resurrected | some abandoned warehouse or 
during the seance. Maybe he | ~ something? | 
has something to accomplish А 

Ара Is that possible 
comedy afterlife. 


Triangle ana Robert Right. Sorry. | wasn't really | The steps of an interrogation 


paying attention. must be followed in order or 

Wait! You haven't are fairly useless. | have to 
asked me any keep that in the front of 
questions yet! my mind. 


* N | 


ES 


ТЇЇ need to see a warrant. 


Triangle and Robert 


Hello! Please give me phone 
records before I kick you 
unconscious. 
| What records? 


One cell, one fax. 
1 have the numbers 
here somewhere. 
" 


Can it be hastily forged? 
What? 
Please give me a pen 


and some paper before | 
7 kick you unconscious. 


1 don't think that's-- 


N 


i IN 
Triangle ana Robert Is that the thing that 


ОБЕ FRONS COMPANY Why would phone company | maxes the lesst sense? 
RECORDS x 1 and 500 GP! SIE De carry зо many go 
coins? No, but it is something new 


the validity of which to question. 


The ghostly cell phone... 
do the records list... 
Yes. This is interesting. 
The seance call is listed here, 
but | don't recognize the number 
for my end of it. | wonder what 


Triangle and Robert 


According to this, the fax was 
coming from INSIDE THE 
HOUSE! | 
Which is perfectly logical, since 
we called our own fax machine that number goes to, exactly. 
to relay the signal. Not a phone, surely? 
А. ^ 


1 said, "Not a phone, surely?" 


Yes, I heard you. 
Okay. If there was a needless 
stock punchline coming | wanted 
to be ready for it. 
И 


Triangle and Robert That pànel didn't make 


any sense, did it? What 
happened was he fell over 
on his side. A bit hard to 

Hello? tell since he's 

| equilateral, sorry. 


Triangle and Robert 


— Triangle! Triangle. 
— Triangle? Triangle! —] 
Triangle! 


Malkovi... Triangle! 


|- Triangle triangle! 


Triangle smurf triangle! 


Dial a phone number that connects 
to my own mind, this is what 1 get. 
1 should have. 
foreseen it. N 


|— Pika pikachu! 
Malkovich! — 
[— Smurfing smurf? 


That's not right. There shouldn't 
be external references in here. 


Triangle 
Triangle! 


Obviously, | haven't fallen into 
my own mind. I've fallen into 
a stupid parody. 
1 


Again. 


N 


Triangle! 


Cartoonist! What's the exit 
rule for this one? 


Cartoonist! Cartoonist! 


Triangle! 


Triangle! 


Constant repetition of one's 
‘own... uh-oh. | was hoping 
for horrible things not to 


happen more 


Why do I hope? 


Buttafuoco! 


Triangle! 


Triangle and Robert 


It's quiet now. Maybe if | 
don't say, do, or think 
anything it will stay quiet. 


Triangle апа Robert| That's а dumb plan No, I'm a hallucination 


Someone wake rhe up A hallucination ct Prozac 
Prozac's here in this parody of Huh? You're... you're the Bear is PoJ the 
the subconscious! Maybe not Prozac the Bear? same entity as Prozac the 
we can strand him, now Bear, since Prozac 
that he's had his origin | the Bear now has 
revamped! a temporal 
4 existence. 
Huh. 


ei 


Triangle and Robert | Knowing youre а hallucination | Im nota hallucination, m 


isn't going to make yo a fiction. 
So... I'm hallucinating Prozac the | ' те yau Qo away: 


Bear, but the hallucination is : Fictions are supposed to 
actively pointing out that it It hasn't made be internally consistent. 


isn't really Prozac you go away... N 
the Bear. Either my So I'ma poor fiction 
psyche is in incredibly | 
poor condition 
or someone 
is messing 
with me. 
^ 


So where am I? 


Triangle and Robert 


So if you're just a hallucination, Probably passed out in 
you can't tell me anything | your living room, 
don't already know. 
Define "Know" 
N 


AL 


And if I'm talking to a strangely 
rational alternative to Prozac the 
Bear, | clearly don't have the 
mental clarity it'd take to send 
any sort of telepathic 
cry for help. 


Meanwhile, in a location 
I haven't yet decided on: 


Triangle and Robert 


Hallucinations are usually more 
exciting and varied than this, 
aren't they? 
Don't ask me, 
this is my first 
time being 
hallucinated. 
N 


Line? 


Triangle and Robert Cut! 


Not enough emotion? | 
That's not my- 
That's not my squirrel, 
Z Susan! That's your Really? I thought I 
squirrel, and Tom's 7 nailed it. 
squirrel, and your 
childrens’ squirrel! 
So don't point that 
squirrel at me, Susan. 
Not at me. 


The line is not "squirrel". 


Look at the prop. Does it 
LOOK like a squirrel? Ny 


„ло? 


It is a — 
dormouse, you 
prima donna 


HACK. 


Triangle and Robert Ton. Tom! 
Of course not, Tom. 


TF you want to throw oranges, | We forgot the 


Cut! Robert.— 
I know. Still not enough 
emotion. 
| We'll take it again- 


от отган PEE EEEEAA ACHEEEESSS. 


spinning if you take 
some time... 
for.. 


your.. 


Triangle and Robert 


N 


Mind if I interject? 


This isn't what it 
looks like! Really! 
7 


1t looks like a pastiche 
of vaguely Tennessee 
Williams-esque dramatic 
theater. 


Tennewho? 
^ I'm not planning to 
make stage acting 
а thing, I'm just 
experimenting 


ж 


Experimenting? 


The strip takes priority. 
^ Don't worry. pA 
You perceive 


a conflict of 
interest? 


— You don't? 


H фы 
Triangle and Robert | You're still IN my story, 


0 Р h t xA 
I'm supposed to be acting in | "77^ aS it 15 


Besides, “supposed to be" 
your story, not some other story, 


You don't | із Passive voice, 


if you 
stop being in it just 


diagram it. Who's doing 
because you're doing  |the supposing and why are 
but it's just a sideline, stuff. they qualified to do it? 
| Really. Except of f-panel 
stuff, I guess, Triangle must be in 
ae ^4 trouble! 
in the story / 
afterwards if Uh... was that 
I have to. 


а coherent 
deduction? 


х, 
Would you like to wait 
for the actual plot event 
that drags you into it? 


Triangle and Robert | dressed back into the story 
I'm doing boring things, yet am forthe rescue 


in the active comic. Triangle was | Isn't ruling out 
1 doing potentially inability to draw 
exciting things and always wrong? | I choose that this is 
is not. Therefore, — Yes! However, shar en 
you either can't any time you can't 
write or draw draw someone's 
what he's doing situation, that too 
or he is indicates trouble. 
incapacitated and One way or another, 


I'm about to be it's rescue time! 


Triangle and Robert |You started this job for a reason.| Pick up that dormouse, Тот 


And the delays? There are | Maybe you think that reason по | Pickup that dormouse and 
people counting on you! Two, | longer applies, but let me ask you! give it everything you've got. 
| A three... maybe as many this. Is the job done? Do you The world still needs a 
as TEN! Every day | really want to just specialist. 
you don't produce, walk away now? 
they're more and Scene. — 
more likely to You went a bit 
forget they ever off-script, but 
‘cared about what you| Тіке that "job 
did! done" line, we'll 


keep that in. 


Triangle ana Robert Driver! Take me home, prontol 


Soon, Robert takes his ng М 
leave of rehearsal... Mis isa Cato stand sir. 
mm 
I'm sorry, I think I oci Б 
have to save N feet hy 
Triangle from 


something stupid. 
We've covered 
most of my scenes 
already today, I'm 
Sorry about this 


Triangle and Robert 


That was a really good taco. 


©, 
Nat that T haven't had You're stalling to make 


sure that the fact you 
better, but it was really good. | ro ancad of tne biot 


doesn't screw things up. 
The taco stand 
wasn't plot? 
7 My bad. 


Triangle and Robert 


The door is unlocked, open, 
or nonexistent. 
^ Triangle! 
Are you home? Can 
you hear me? 


Is anyone else in here? 
Imight be armed! Show 
yourself or selves! 


Triangle? Is that you? 
Am I just looking at some other 
triangle or are you melted or 
out of perspective 


VEM S 
I need to think? 
Darn. 


ZR 


Triangle апа Robert |: forget. Have I explained 
Descartes force in the 

Somehow, Triangle has fallen | strip ever? If I haven't, 
into the THIRD that exclamation won't 
7 DIMENSION! have sounded 

very dramatic. 


— Even if you had, 
it bears repeating] 
‘Science exposition| 


É is fun TC 


Whoa. Text passed entirely 
in front of him. That's 
not good. 


0, 


Triangle and Robert 


‘over the course of this 
comic series, you may have 
noticed that polygons are 
very rarely shown facing 
in different directions. 
In fact, polygonal 
objects, both sentient and] 
not, are subject to what 
is termed 
"Descartes force". 


Descartes force is a 
fundamental mechanism 
whereby a polygon exerts 
a torque on nearby 
noncoplanar polygons. In 
the absence of other 
forces, the stable 
equilibria of Descartes 
force are generally 
states in which polygons 
are as close to mutual 
coplanarity as possible. 


Without going into the 
mathematics, a simple 
consideration of the 
directions of torque 
should be sufficient to 

suggest that, when 
coplanarity is prevented, 

a second equilibrium 

exists in which polygons 

lie in planes at right 
angles. Without some 

frictional or anchoring 
force, this is unstable. 


Triangle and Robert | You can stop now. That's more | My usual followup to that 


Metaphysicists differ on | detail than anyone needs, | statement would be that I'm 
\ the likely origins of The point is, for Triangle to | going to do something unrelated, 
Descartes force. Some hold| have fallen over at such | but the situation may be too dire 
it fundamental to the 7 а skewed angle, not to do whatever it 
universe, citing as something almost 7 is I'm going to 
evidence the hypertaco unbelievably weird eventually do 
shape of many planets. must be happening as immediately 
Descartes force would as possible, 


provide an explanation 


for their non-sphericity, 
although the specific 
hypertaco shape would 


not automatically follow. 


Triangle and Robert | Do we have a floor? 
. Yes. We must have a floor. 
I can't budge him. Did someone | po we have a saw? 


glue him to... Yes. We have many saws. 
[| 


Я » 


So the freshly cut edges of 
а non-drawn surface are drawn 
I can use that. 


Sir, that's just a badly That doesn't make any... 


Triangle and Robert 


hacked-out chunk of There's a polygon back there! 
I don't know what's wrong, but floor. Offset from the plane? 
it's bad. I hope you can help him. What? How. 
| You're looking at I don't know. 


the wrong side. ^ 


Triangle and Robert | We сап see him, and touch him | Could it be some sort of psychic 
at a glancing angle, but all our projection? 
instruments just detect the 


е floor, not him. I don't think this T PE 
it seems that he is a job for ordinary but a psychic lens didn't 


might not actually doctors make him blurry. 


! bethere in 1 
every sense. | 


Robert... we've been trying 


to examine Triangle... but We considered that, 


E 


Triangle and Robert | Hospital policy requires that 1 | Incompetent bureaucracies 

T have a variety of ideas in mind, [958 Seld policy and not otherwise| have been a running theme 

each more poorly conceived than make апу E. en you, | in my life. That policy is the 
most of the others combined 'obert, might construe! as: 


à first policy I have ever heard 
pi encouragement or 
€ bud nerd т, | discouragement, in the event d that is a redii 
hinese food while Тт ГАНЫ зова idea 
them? wacky N rolls, then. 
scheme on 
hospital 
property. 


Triangle and Robert What was that last... 


Two large orders of wings,a | The chef knows what I mean 


large ham fried rice, and Hold on then. 


my partner's soul back. 


и 


He told me to tell you. he means 
по disrespect to Triangle or anyone 
else inconvenienced. the project 
will conclude a5 soon as pone and Ў 
normal... afterlife... service will resume? 
Does that make any sense? 
I'm new here. 
What's going on? 


Let me in the 
— kitchen or I'll 
explain it to you. 
That's a threat. 


Triangle апа Robert PT tmin an endless empty ^| Е неге to Suppose that the 
This isn't the kitchen. This isn't| — Chinese restaurant hallway. | of паа атата оте ант 


even trying to be the kitchen. I seem to be conscious and | 
lA If it were a kitchen it embodied and such... | then I'd be thinking this out too 
would have things in it 7 guess I'll assume 7 logically. What's the 
and not be endless. this is actually most exciting 
happening. conclusion for 


me to jump to? 


Triangle and Robert | Does that signify the Mostly the latter. 


wall collapsing or the 
wall being on fire? If you'd drawn better I'd 
have run away prior to 


E myself catching 
WZ fire. 

DL 

ИХ 


So Robert somehow ended 
up with heat rays. 


Triangle and Robert | === »xxxx BLEEF 


‘Fortunately, the infinite 
hallway was constructed to 


restaurant. 
That includes 
sprinklers. 


Of course, it also 


БЕКЕТТЕ 


2 ч beep age SER 


BLEEF BLEEF 


Triangle and Robert 


The water's black because 
it went through an 
infinite length of pipe to 


reach the sprinklers. 


He's probably having an 
imagery-laden dream 
raught with apparent 
meaning, but it's not 
paranormally hooked up to 
anything so I don't need 
it in the comic. 


Actually, that makes no 
sense, forget I brought 
it up. Anyway, the sound 
of the alarms managed to 
knock Robert 


uncoi 


ous. 


Triangle and Robert| — off-panel Are your experiments any 


less monstrous? 


How... Many think or pou as бло nothing 
Did I find my way а monster, гботбше. | maatuotant ten nap, 
into your kitchen? Janderstond why, 

С 


That's why I'm asking. 
| T guess it sounded 
[os rhetorical, sorry. 

A Is 


Triangle ana Robert геу to revive him, not in | Wait. Before I get to trying to 
Mr. Disease body mae not olmays Ae drongtž on нге” | understand how the paperwork 


а разна» plain was fiendish, who's " 
warped aud trogmented. lt hit | tutin his originat, purified body. exactly? 


Memorar. i| arte Bestia eh, Hi 
Loupe we tiled и (forgot that you 
oor enn ‘A 
уште атап. Tangle. Ne would 
Naat need it 
AN je 


Triangle and Robert 


Mets too great a chet for us to let | you know that Triangle would 
à him discard kis honor. eI | oppose you in this, if he were 
So you felt Mr. Disease's purify him ofthe marks of his here and if doing so would not 

move to artificial seasonings shame, even though he dees wot violate the sanctity of the 

was a betrayal of the geaca them аг pore 
/ warrior-chef way. 


т, на hold no 
place sacred, no 
matter how delicious, 
its appetizers 


Triangle and Robert | отли aware that the | There's an of ficial metaphysical 


TFT beat you up now, would та Pe ke led with form " fill out for resurrection? 


help in any way? If not, please | jy ag request through Alt things have a 


7 explain what you've appropriate channels. metaphysical form. 
done and how I can | 
fix it. 


Tohe pode, ә Менге usare And meonuhile there's a work 
Triangle and Robert Zo eight business days, | stoppage of the entire spiritual 
etc spapayoie omi p nd peine Mr. Disease witi be) realm? 


Aareacracy аге staw andano | T antarad to Ms prager body. p NETT 


reguest ia suani slowing. Temps are filling in 
айны == to bring things back to speed. 
Temps? 
You have no idea what 
you, in your folly, have. 
wrought. May the gods 
have mercy on your soul, 
if they ever actually get to 


1 process it. 


Never mind him, that was just a 


Fa 
Triangle and Robert ea-Montn. 
humorous aside. Do you have any 
Not суеп the gods emas Man-Moth. Your world has its idea what the lines in the 
can speed up a project by hiring | “myths, ours has its own afterlife are like, even under 
good conditions? Have 


temps! Aren't you familiar with 
7 the story of the | piii ^ you ever died? 
Mythical Man-Moth? commen 


Mr. Disease wouldn't want you Whether he minds is irrelevant. 


Triangle and Robert | jt Peer body at the cost hs wrong. 
You broke metaphysics. Fix it. | of the entire supernatural order. ү, А 
He might not even want it Tit het sure whether to. 
bother pursuing an argument, 


Cur duty to Mr. Disease 
restored at all. He never seemed | pur whenever we ve soen his 
ghost it's been that same 


cet 7 to mind his shape. 
shape. That suggests to me 
SS XX that it's his proper form. 
a 


j I suppose there's no way to I understand your motives, but 
Triangle and Robert | how you how much damage Bye eee ares cae a 
Mr. Disease'e soul became as : cox what you've done. 
you've done other than killing |" те you won't give me the 


corrupted as his body. That $ 
is all the more reason to you, and I'm not comfortable | information I need, then I'll have 
killing anyone with the 


atore. “to make the information 
+. io ак т. afterlife їп this state ui myself 


Triangle and Robert 
Thank you. I'll be going now. 


What? 


a 
Robert... are you planning 
to pretend to have 
interrogated the chef 
between strips and then act 
on the alleged results of 
the interrogation, 
-counting on me to 
^ assume you're 

-acting in good 

faith and write 
^ the results of 
^. your actions 
accordingly? 


That's a very long question. 


Triangle and Robert Must sala you con you What are you dragging? 
You can't bring that in here. 
This is a hospital. 


I agree. 


No, I agree this is a hospital Indeterminate at this time. 


You actually noticed that? — |, 


Triangle and Robert | You need me to save Triangle. 
No, Robert. No. You саппо This is how I'm going to do it. 


carry an undifferentiated 
mass of black pixels in 


We both notice more 
than we reveal. The 
facade of humorous 


You're already the 
incompetence benefits 


most dangerous of 


order to dynamically 
us both. 
create whatever galt polygons: 
plot device you bis аске it „But you really are 
want on the fly. render you incompetent. 
nearly І 
RA If 1 weren't, 


I would be telling 
a different story 
entirely. 


Triangle and Robert 


The afterlife's a mess, the 
Metamorphic Sentry and Chosen 
One are dead or semi-dead, and 
/ now the Cartoonist's 
decided to throw his 


weight around some 
more. 


2 
What am I doing? I'm just 


not supporting your Neyoulre wet: "4 
attempt to build the Well, I haven't fully 
ultimate deus ex machina. formed your point. 
Something about me 
You wrote me grandstanding to 


у bringing it up in 


the Fret pice create hostility? 


Vaguely along 
I'm sorry. I those lines. 
think I'm losing 
your point. 


Triangle and Robert |: vou existea, т'а have ај 
moral obligation to stop 
Maybe you should just go away. | wrecking your lives. As 
Stop writing. Polygons can save | far as I'm concerned, you 
‘ourselves, we don't | don't, so my obligations 
need any gods at all. are artistic rather 
than moral. You 
don't need me, 
but I'm here 
until the story 
ends. 


There's always a dangling plot 
thread somewhere. You can't 
make them all end at the same 
time. There'll always be 
more story. Unless we all 
die or something. 
Correct. I lack 
the talent to 
fulfill the 
artistic 
obligation which 
drives me. That's 


also part of the 
story. 


А 


Triangle and Robert 


So from the moment you 
realized what the story was 
about, it was doomed 
7 never to conclude. 

I think I see an exit. 


The Cartoonist we perceive is 
а character in himself, right? 
He's a projection of the actual 
writer's will into the space of 
the comic, but if he got 
7 killed off the real 

one wouldn't thus 
die. However, it 
would be a place to 
end the story. 


You're suggesting I write 
myself getting so 
depressed about my writing 
that I kill myself? Or 
write myself killing 

myself? 
7 
That just gives 
me a headache. 


Triangle and Robert | Don't change the 


subjectyou're absolutely 
So, now that you have away | night. Т should have noticed 
to leave, take it! 


that. If Triangle's been 

| lost in a non-specific 

You sound like metasubconscious... 
Triangle. ^ andI. 


This is going to work! 
Standard soul transfer 
procedure. Steve Martin 
impersonator, bowl of water, 
done in under two 
7 hours. 


Triangle and Robert | Anyway, regarding the afterlife You know I'm always up for 


Е ` А paperwork issue, I'm getting ап metallurgy, 
„but that still doesn't explain why | "idea. How are you at forging 1 didn't mean “forging” like 
my body failed to obey the basic ‘documents? that but now that you 


physics of geometric objects. ^ 
1 hope an answer'll turn mention it, there 
up eventually. probably is some better 
choice than normal 
^ paper... \ 


Triangle and Robert | And your thinking is that this will | A message which, once sent, 


i must be intercepted and unsent 
A rectangular sheet of dried blood. pes ied. of paper DIETS E CHARENTE damage 
l Yes. 1 agree that it would work, by being acted on. That's got to 
With text printed on it. v. because the situation is that be in some myth somewhere. 
1 Yes. irrevocably stupid. I'd rather We can outsmart it by 
Signed in liquid paper. \ outsmart the situation than qutmythicizing tt. 
| that's a stoop to its level, though. 


trademarked, 


term. \ 
Capitalize 
it. AN 


Triangle and Robert 


Are we in а library now? 


Why would you have to | 
ask that question? 


I wasn't paying attention 
between strips 


I'm researching mythology. 
You're failing to be quiet. 


1 think we might be paralleling 
some cross between Orpheus 
and the Шаа, but it's tenuous. 
You're doing it wrong. 
Myths аге just one ^ — 
source of the mythic, and 
not the most efficient. 


— You're wandering off 
into the childrens 
section, Robert. 


"But Suzie!" cried Billy, "If 
Santa brings you a pony, where 
will it sleep?" 


i The most mythic elements aren't 
Triangle and Robert [= тә single myth. They're 


A request, made in haste of the | things that get reused so many 
divine, which must be unmade їо | times we don't even remember 


avert dire consequences, the origin. 1 
N 
Why are we in the Your point being? 
holiday-themed books?, | 


i Okay, accepting Santa as real, | We're not dealing with Santa, 
Triangle and Robert he's also wise and all-seeing. we're dealing with a pack of 
Suzie didn't really need to 


le has the information and доо‹ omnincompetents. 
retract her letter to Santa, though. | Не has the information and good l tent 
The letter wasn't important. Her | Judgement to know not to So we need to get Santa 
parents already knew M pony TO Sen to help them restructure 
She'd changed her grece eei their workflow! 
mind. тп stories, r Oh, and nice. 
Santa's coinage. 


real. ` Vv N, 


H Af hi l, he iid hi 
Triangle and Robert | "тере arenito solve their 


help the afterlife solve their Sa That gives us a valid ploh 

Enumeration. Application of | Paperwork problems, maybe with 

binary moral judgement. Santa | elves. | will also concede that, "Dumb Idea #2" for 
is not unlike a bureaucratic | given the supernatural nature future reference 


afterlife. N of our predicament, before setting it aside. 
he might count as 1 
Point taken. real enough. 
| /\ 


Yes. Let us label it as 


Triangle and Robert |1*'s not that important whether |Is bribing petty bureaucrats mythic? 


Mr. Disease is revived in his 

recent body or an older version. 
We don't necessarily have to 
retract the form. We 


Are we working on dumb 
idea number three now? 


No, but I expect to N 
Sid up with f before could also try to push it 
Wo ama Ub with an through more quickly. 
idea I'll actually use. w 


SS 


Tf it isn't, I don't 
know what is. 


AO 


Triangle and Robert 


Folk heroes often engage in 
bribery en route to their 
exploits, Gods are frequently 
depicted as demanding 
tribute and being N, 

swayed by gifts. 


With what should one bribe a 
bureaucratic god? 
A kid goat, paper clipped 
to a hundred-dollar bill, 
paper-clipped to the form 
one wants stamped. 


There's only one stationery 
store that sells paper clips 
that big, and you burned it 
not only to the ground but 
fourteen feet below that. 


I was artistically justified 
in doing so! The judge agreed! 


Maybe, but where now | 
сап we get overly 
specialized fasteners? 


А 


Triangle and Robert | Until we can conceive of a 


They're already rectangular, we 
coherent description of the last just need to find one the 
T wonder if а goat sacrifice | thing that happened, | insist right size to slip between two 
can be faxed. on not risking more of it. pieces of paper! 
We are not using N T've got itl 


We'd need to nullify 
any more questionable We зате a Descartes force for 
telecommunications. Іам. SN, that, which scares 

E me. 
A UE 


Triangle and Robert | Not much at all. itdoesn't even | In some sense ifs all just one giant 


Descartes force applies to a mandate cooking, a butcher can... | stupid idea, so vast that we can 


eae You're distracting me from the only perceive it as isolated 
lamb, not to lamb as a substance. | соге stupidity of the idea. stupid sub-ideas. Holistic 
How much cooking does it pessimism. 


Which idea, lamb 
as bribe or 
Descartes force? 


PS 


take to make that 
state transition? 


H I know the feeling, via the Is there anything non-stupid 
Triangle and Robert now the feeling, via The — |: the universe, according to your 


Sometimes | feel like if | just Xii pn ic indignation? 
build up enough indignation, e^t 15 узе 
it'll all burst loose at The frightening part Maybe Taco Versus 


once and destroy is that, with the Beforings Clam Sedson бо: 
everything stupid and all... might even Other: than The; beach, 
in the universe. be true. episode 

| "e РА 


Triangle and Robert | You'd better take that bit back. Should we discuss the disturbing 


I don't want your taste issues this raises about identity? 
Um, Triangle... when you were for ironic pop culture | 
getting pulled out of my appreciation. I've got Don't we have enough of 


subconscious. my own. those already? 
Oh. Sorry. D I don't 
| know. 


Triangle and Robert | You're afraid you could actually Yes! 


N 

This whole universe... it feels so destroy it in one blow. Triangle, don't worry about it. 
brittle. The Beforings gave me | 
enough power to kill Orpuddex Ruin it, anyway. What? 


if | had to, and the ‘Or fall'io'save it | "Save" isa 
Cartoonist has fluctuated transitive 
my power so much it Yes. | verb. Ny 
| sometimes M 
goes far What, 
past that. А 


Triangle and Robert 
What we should do right now is 
relax and have an enjoyable time. 
The problem won't solve 
itself. \ 
You said "won't". 
1 


That's correct. 


Your reticence mu 


nay screams, 
volumes. 


A 


O 


As long as we're personally 
trapped in a cycle of melodrama, 
even stopping the cycle of 
global death and rebirth wouldn't 
really fix anything. N 
There'd just be 
another big crisis 
to fight. 
Its not 
all about 


what we 
want! 


i As long as we're here there — |You're saying that we can make all 
Triangle and Robert | „боото снеге пете лета по the plot threads end at once to 


We can't let the universe fall apart | crises. We need to break free | end the comic... by actively not 


Just for our personal fulfilment. | оў the comic at the same time | working on some of them? 


there for it. the current е оге Theme, not plot. 
resolved. But yes. N, 
ree S And you'll men later. 


Triangle and Robert |_ It's still the first tangent. It's not just a lie, it's a fiction. 


Meanwhile, we should try to | There's never been anything but | It's no more so than food groups 
keep the Cartoonist away from | © Single elaborate tangent. as the classical elements, or 
the other characters. BN pudding as primal chaos, or 
That's a lie. The intelligent poems М 
ыыта ` Cartoonist never had preceding mankind. 


that much unity of 
| purpose 
1 


We can work it into 
the comic. 


Germany can take Joan Rivers 
for a double word score next 
turn unless either | or Professor 

Plum blocks. 


Triangle and Robert 


If | puta stone on B7 and 
order navy from the North 
Sea to Baltic, will 


Wait, are you 
you support with Mana England 
Flare? or Saruman? N 
| Not 7 
following’ 
you. 


I'm the green hippo. 
Then shouldn't it be 
Vernal Bloom, not Mana 
Flare? S 


Vernal Bloom? That's 
not even this game. 


A 


Triangle and Robert 


So you spend seven metatextuality| 
points to bring in rules that let me 
trade you wood for Q. 


| The letter. 
Right, the letter Q. \ 


What's in it for you? 


It'll make the total of my 
area scores a Mersenne 
prime, in conjunction with 


my other 
actions this N 
turn. 


then your person has a beard. 


T have no idea 
what you're talking about. 


\ 


Triangleand Robert! Your shower curtain? | You were in our bathroom? 


Can I join in as It's laminated and Seemed traditional. 
Southwest? I couldn't figure out how to Are you just back from 
dhe the new fold it back into the box. questing now? 


Z edition. You 4 I read it. 
should at least 
read the 
reference, 
card. 


Р Му mind was already Knowing the Fondue took 
Triangle andRobert damaged from what I'd |а further toll on me. It had 
An ancient sealed fractal | witnessed. That damage is | to be made sooner or later, 
started escaping into what made studying the | and then I had to go back 
normal space, killing many.| Fondue successfully to the farm and 
I hoped the Fondue would possible. face how it. N 


bring them back. X C) started. 
NC 


Triangle and Robert | think he started by talking Not much of a railroad 
тсап'+ figure out what the | 200uthow he became the Grain | president, either. There's no 
ean РЕ ча Talking about. Sentry, then jumped ahead to his | мау he can ship Boston to 
He's filibustering to mess with | recent quest with no clear those camels. | 


the byo-yomi time. transition. He's not much Convoy at Gum Drop 


But it's non-game ofan orator: Mountain while France 
discussion. N puts ner un eey 
1 
I forget 
who's 
France. 


Triangle and Robert | into the pan For ten thousand VP and 


the entire bean field. 
Sixteen turns later... destroying Beta Tapiocus. | There's no way that move 
1 can't believe that would work in real life, 


just happened. is there? 
He flipped No. 
the man... 
| yx 


Triangle and Robert Did someone spill Oh. I knew there were 
ii rules for that now, but... 
pudding on the board? So unless the red hippo 


has a miai I'm not seeing, 
That was me. the game's basically 
over. Can I pull you away 
for a Sentry meeting 
after? N 


Hi. Am | interrupting... 
Oh. You're playing Н”. 


No. 


Triangle and Robert 


Do we have a calendar? 


| те тете around turn 8. 


N 
1 don't mean in the game, 


What's a "time collapse" supposed 


I know. I think whi h 
Wild ren ту РРО | to be exactly? 


ate the Wild Draw 4 marble 
while you were in the kitchen 
brewing the second batch of 
tea, there was a 

time collapse. 


N 
I think that might be. 
gibberish. 
| | a 


When time forms sort of a 
soufflé instead of a pudding, 
and then it falls? М 

You're saying we beat 
egg whites into time. 


| A Itwasa- 
| | metaphor. 


Triangle and Robert | "е, по help. So how long was that game 


I yr exactly? 
Good game. | Forty-eight turns. 


APER c Meeting now, | Thats the best answer N 
n bye. we're going to get. 
À I hate broken time. 


1 resign. 


If we don't, it doesn't just Practically speaking, that would 
be an unusual anecdote but not 


Triangle and Robert stop being plot. Off-panel plot 
We shouldn't go see whats up | stili follows the way of the comic. | repercuss. Narratively speaking, 
when things have been hanging 


with this Sentry meeting, А 
should we? What if, just once, so close to an ending... 
Tf we get too one thing didn't? i 
close, it's plot. x "Repercuss" isn't a 
\ word, is it? 


Triangle and Robert | 2 we owe each other any 


Triangle. Robert. 


What? 
^4 


battles? 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


Where are you? 


I would rather not 
disclose that until | know 
whether we need to fight 
each other. 


Did you just refract 
^ my speech line? 


Triangle and Robert 


Cornersheep. If you can hear this: 
I've checked our records. Unless | 1f that's telepathic, why 
you've done something we don't is it the syllable "baa" 


That wasn't to you. 


He couldn't have been 
signalling for an ambush. 


know about, if your objectives are | апа not something He's nowhere near 
compatible with ours we have no with semantics | ‘that stupid, N 
cause for battle. ү understand? 


EAS 


Triangle and Robert 


Get away from that! 
That is not technically 
grass and may electrocute 
you! Am I still sending to, 
Triangle? 


Yes. | take it your long 
7 distance telepathy is 
due to some sort of 
machine with too 
many buttons. 


Too few buttons. If it had 
more, it could use a 
flat non-modal interface 
instead of needing me to 
go in and out of menus. 
о 


о 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


The menus aren't ever 
actual menus though, it's 
mar 


Hello! 
Can you hear me? 


Triangle and Robert 


її be meeting with the 
Sentries to help with the 
ark project. | wanted to be 
sure you wouldn't have 
aproblem. © 


INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT 


TELEPATHIE 
‘SHEEP 


There's an ark project? 


Robert? 


The world's native 


defenders are finding 


their own solutions. 


Robert? 


7 


() 


This is the first I've heard of it 
either, Triangle, but it's the 
sort of thing I expected 


Wait, is the Cartoonist just | 


recycling Must There 
Be a Superman? 
Is that all this is? 
АС 


б а 
Triangle and Robert | Correct. There is some Robert, have you read it 
‘ $ Similarity between it and| even though I haven't? 
You're familiar with Must There this, though. 
Be a Superman? Probably. 
y Yes. 
I've never actually N Our sense of identity и y 
read it, but | don't think and purpose are much 1'm going to allow 
the Cartoonist has either. different from s. that for now, but 
‘Superman's. I'm keeping three 


possible retcons 

in reserve in case 
it causes a 
problem. 


Triangle and Robert | There are some subthemes _ [Is anything in this comic not cyclic? 
So we let the polygons of involved too. I like the idea of 


Earth save themselves, and then | an ark, if it means one of the 
our protagonistness is things I think it p I'm working 


irrelevant and the on it. 
cycle of inept melodrama mE |: boom? 
can conclude. Other Ж 
| that thing 


Only one thing has to not e 


i Even if it's not depicted directly Do I ever make plans? 
Triangle and Robert (oe е ар gone before| 


Suppose it ends. Then what? it happens. Yes. Often subtle ones 
If we speculate about that, with effects the Cartoonist 
it'll be part of N, Have you made any cesi see coming 
the story. plans? Other than those. 
| Personal plans. 
Ñ 
-l actually 


don't know. 


Triangle and Robert 


Stay away from the 

construction area! 
1 don't see a construction | 

ama. Yes. You're 


far enough 
away. 
\ 


You don't even want me passively 
observing the ark? 


Who told you it 
was an ark? 


The Comersheep 
Should | not know 
that? 


A 


Did he say anything 
specific about the 
semiotics of the term? 


No. Since when do you 
say "semiotics"? 


We need to be 
careful about 


melodrama 
leaks.* 


Triangleand Robert 


Triangle. Triangle! 


N 


Another hiatus. Time is 
definitely failing. 

I guess we did 

have a hiatus, 

but that's not 


pz BN 


The borders. We're in 
[some sort of panel grid. 
We are? Interesting. Minor, 
but it might be a clue. 


WY 


You didn't even notice the grid? 
What are you talking about, then? 
I can't believe you 
don't feel it. 


\ 


You sound serious. 


The Cartoonist, Triangle! 


A 


What about him? 


His presence. 
You don't feel... 


AQ 


He's here, yeah. What about him? 


I don't understand. 
How can't... 


Robert, your connection 
to me is unique. Triangle 
really doesn't feel 


what u do. 
What happen 


ed, 
Cartoonist? 


| think | could use some 
exposition right about now. 


I'm not completely sure 
what it is myself, but it's 


something 
Ree 


The Cartoonist always felt like 
an outsider, separate from 
our universe but impinging on it. 


"Felt"? 
Yes, past tense. Something 
very large has changed. The 

12-panel grid might be a 


symptom, but BN 
it's something 
much bigger. 


You're saying the fundamental 
meta-universal and meta-narrative 
nature of the Cartoonist... 


It's gone. 


Triangleand Robert 


Robert, stop scaring me. 


I'm scared too. Cartoonist, 
what HAPPENED? 


^S 


I don't know, exactly. 


I'm a character in this 
comic strip, not the 
author. 

Huh? 


Then who's the, author? 


AS 


ps 


Until that last hiatus, 
was identical with the 
author. I haven't always 
synced up in every fact, 


I 


but my identity and 
emotional state were his 
thematically 


in 


meaningful way. 


And now you've changed. 


No, he did. I'ma 
ndamentally static 


character. | 


[So you're... 


I was hoping this would 
pen. I wrote a plotline 
contingent on it. I have 
no way of knowing if that 
plotline is still going 
to be carried out, but 
it would be a good one. 


| think we need more exposition. 
What exactly changed? 


I don't know. I'm not 
privy to the thoughts of 
I remember 


the writer. 

things up to the change, 

and I can deduce from my 
own existence that he 
continues to exist. 


The Cartoonist. My 
characterization as that 

being stands. I'm just 

actual being 

creating th 
д comic. 

change of authorship? 

I don't believe so. I 

wasn't planning one, 
the writer now is the same| 
person I was. He just 
outgrew the persona he 


no longer the 
e | | 
Has there been a 
anyway. As far as I know, 
wrote himself as. 


What kind of change was it? 
I don't think he can answer 
that, Triangle. We should 
focus on the plotline. \ 
It was some action, 
sustained thought, or 
experience I could never 
have, in my own mindset. 


I remember everything from| 
when I was identical with 
N the writer. Well, not 
everything, human memory 
is tricky. I remember as 
much as he would. 


And you had a plotline in mind 
N for when this happened. 


A pretty good one, 
I think. 


Here's the key to it: You 
weren't real to me before. 
I had no ethical 
obligations towards you, 
only artistic ones. 


I did horrible things, апа 
while they were morally 
permitted when I did them, 


they no longer are for my 
current existence. I need 
to make 
reparations. 


Triangleand Robert 


You were just writing a comic 
strip, Cartoonist, You have 
/ nothing to atone. 


Maybe not to atone, but I 
do have an obligation to 
help my fellow beings, 
and that means fixing 
things where possible. 


MN 


I can't wave a deus ex 
machina and make 
everything better. I'm 
still bound by the 
characterization I'm 
written to, and that 
includes the attempt at 
making a meaningful 
narrative. 


And incompetence at same. 
Yes. 


I can't be the one who 
writes what's going to 
come, you see. If I did 
somehow manage to get 


it right, I'd just,go on 
to undermine it 
somehow. 


This universe... I don't 
know what it was like 
before I came, but I'm 
sure it was better than 

I wrote it. 


You believe it had a before? 


Yes, it's written 
to have had one. 
Why wouldn't I? 


Just the comic's own, 
state, the lack of visual 
quality... that was 
already an unforgivable 
crime against your 

reality. 


That's before getting into 
the actual content of the 
strip. For no 
particular reason, I've 
had you two, and others, 
lay so much waste. I never 
even bothered drawing the 
waste you laid. 


And above all the 
individual crises and 
disasters and pointless 
body count raising, 
there's the cycle of 
Races, the wiping out and 
restarting of life on 
this world. It's the 
Beforings' fault, 
within the narrative, 
but I did write it 
into being. 


But you're going to fix it all, 
right? That's the plan now! 
No? 


I can't fix it all. 
omnincompetence is 
inherent and absolute. 

I can do all I can, and 
that's not really so much. 


My 


When I am judged, and I 
know I will be, I hope 
that this fact will be 
considered: the Time of 
the Oval, if I had not 
come, would have done 
its own damage, perhaps 
even as much as I have. 
It does not excuse me, 
but perhaps it allows 
for some sort of... 


You sound like you're going 
off to die, Cartoonist. 
We'll meet again. 


"We'll meet again"? 


That's not some trick 
statement to parse for 
an alternate meaning. 
I'm not talking about 
an afterlife or time 
loop or pantheistic 
metaconsciousness or 
pun or any other 
copout. I mean it in 
exactly the spirit it 
sounds like. 


Triangle, Robert, you have 
my full assurance that 
we three will meet again. 


Triangleand Robert 


So you're here 
to kill me. 
The Cartoonist. 


To humiliate me. 7А 
No. 


No. 
Yes. 
Or just to stop 
When you want me in its 


guessing 
I can't stop уои. 


Go оп. 
and let 
me tell you. 


Then to intimidate me.| v.i want me to ask 
This is a threat: I've М 


б 
only been outside the |“"#® you're here for. 
strip at your whim 


What you sa 


is true, 
but I'm not here 


as a threat. IN) 


I'm here to surrender: 


I know who you are and you 


You were always 
know who you are, but I the noblest of the 
I shouldn't have to announce it //|anti-Cartoonist leaders, 
billeve jou. Trying to keep the Justice Pants. 
strip followable is 
written into my nature. ' 

I agree. I don't expect Y That's not true. 

any ЖЕЗДЕ I'm not sure I know 

Justice Pants. 


what you mean by 
earned the or 


1 
"written into". 
I'll try to explain that 
fter the exposition. 


I know it was true when | But that's only a 
are not of | I wrote it, and I don't 
the purity you wish they 


It is true. I know that 
your motives 


a’sliver 

your motivation. 
believe anything has /|vou've always fought evil, 
were, but they are purer | changed. You resent the Justice Pants. That's 
than those of any other world's new balance never changed 
who stands against me. melodrama. You want to for a moment. 

Уай nde that? be a superhero of 
Ў, your own again. 


There's nothing noble 


about that. IN 


Triangleand Robert 


f all you wanted was to 
superhero again, 
you'd have undermined the 
Sentries. 


be a 


ZI couldn't do 
that. Cuisine 
magic has done 
great things. 


But if you really wanted 
the spotlight, you'd 
have tried to steal it 

from them. Your attempts 
to loosen my control of 
your world aren't just 
about your own glory. 


You said I was 
"the noblest of 
the anti-Cartoonist 
leaders"... 


I guess if you only 
mean the top ones @ 
it could be true. 


And so, 
you that I offer 
my surrender. 


it is to 


Uhy are you 
surrendering? There's 
no reason for me to 
believe anything like 
that. I can't even 
believe you 
capable of it. 


I'm surrendering because I 
finally can. Until only 
moments ago, I had no one 
to surrender to. 


You're not making 


PL 


You weren't even 
ants to me. You were 
just ideas in my head 


that I put words to 


because I felt like it. 


I was a being “from outside 
your universe, writing 
a comic strip that 
incorporated it 


and twisted it. 


That's aluays been your 
claim for moral 
justification: that we 
don't count. Some 
polygons even started 
to believe it. 


You didn't/count. Now 

do. I no longer hi 

external metaphysical 

nature. I am no realer 
than you. 


you 


ve an 


This is a trick. 


You should continue to/ 
believe that, just in case 
I'm mistaken. I don't 
know everything that's 
happening. There could 


be a twist I never wrote. 


My surrender comes with 
terms, of course. It 
would be out of character 
for me to do something 
unconditional. 


what if I don't 
/ accept them? 


Then I will take my 
surrender elsewhere. There 


are good reasons for you 


to be my first choice, 
but there are other 
representatives of 
anti-Cartoonist 
Someone will accept, i 
only for his or her own 
immediate glory. 


forces 


I'll hear your terms. 
I might even accept 
them. But I uon't 
forgive you and I 
won't let my guard 
down for a moment we 
You have my thanks for 
that, Justice Pants. 


Triangleand Robert 


Listen carefully, Justice 
Pants. These are the seven 
terms of my surrender to 
you and to the polygons 
you represent. 


One: The comic strip will 
continue until Beta 
Tapiocus, the dual 

space-time pudding lump 
that induces your 
civilization's cyclic 
destruction and rebirth, 
is destroyed. I will 
retain my powers to that 
point, as my omnipresent 
narration is required for 
the comic strip. 


Two: All plot threads 
established prior to my 
surrender will continue to 
progress up until Beta 
Tapiocus's destruction. 
The plans to destroy Beta 
Tapiocus are themselves 
one such plot thread. It 
will progress at its own 
pace; I will not simply 
destroy Beta Tapiocus 
myself. 


Three: I will not actively| 
use my powers to do harm. 
I believe your existing 
concept of "harm" from 
your time as a superhero 
is sufficient here, but 
if you want a more 
precise formulation 
we can agree to one. 


Four: I will revive and 
restore to health any 
polygon or other being I 
have harmed, at your 
request or the request 
of anyone you delegate. 
I suggest that these 
resurrections and healings 
occur off-strip to avoid 
needless melodrama. 


Any being harmed by my 
actions, powers 
incompetence, or 

decisions. This includes, 

but is not limited to, 

collateral damage from 
wacky schemes. 

Any being harmed*. 

So the Pentagon? 
The Ovalnaut? 


I really doubt you want 


Any being? the Ovalnaut back, but 
yes. 
1f you made the 
request for some 
reason, I would. Six: If the Seventh Race's|If the mission fails, then 
Planned mission to destroy| this is not the plotline 
Beta Tapiocus fails, then| I wrote, and the writer 
Five: I will not choose 


the nature of post-Beta 
Tapiocus cosmology, nor 
will I delegate another 
to make such a choice. 


I will immediately cease 
all use of my powers, save 
for silent observation 
and empathic contact 
with Robert. 


now has something else 

in mind. If that proves 
the case, then my only 
concern is to avoid 
causing future harm. 


Seven: Between one day 
and one year after the 
destruction of Beta 
Tapiocus, the comic strip 
will have a coda. I will 
communicate with Triangle 
and Robert during this 
coda. At the conclusion of| 
the coda, the comic strip 
will wholly end. 


I will not make any 
statement in the coda 
that would risk 
predestining your 
universe's future, nor 
interact with any being 
other than my two 
protagonists. The coda 
will be a single finite 
conversation. 


1f you require more 
information before you 
can accept my surrender, 
1 can tell you more 
between strips. I don't 
believe it's for 
public consumption. 


Triangleana Robert 
Speaking for myself. as 
well as on behalf of 
all those for uhom I am 
authorized to speak. I 
accept your surrender; 
/ Cartoonist. 

Thank you, 

Justice Pants. 


my own groups. their 
affiliates: and the 

general media 
immediately. And. of 


appear in the comic. 


l 


I will announce this to| 


course: I expect it to 


Nares know... the 


Tater Fizz 
stockpiling plan... 


It was a massive 
waste of resources 
based on a 
complicated 
misunderstanding. 


At the time, it was. 
It could work now, 


possib 


Tater Fizz is no longer 
unreal to me, and it 
does frighten me. It's 
possible that enough of 
it could overwhelm my 
willpower. 


iM 


lof course, it's also real 
to me that my irrational 
fear of potatoes is its 
own being capable of 
thought and locomotion 
It might just end up 
detaching from me 
if you tried. 


In any case, you have 
some other 


contingencies as well. 


Some you only partially 
know about. I suspect. 
There are aspects of 
polygon existence 
you're unfamiliar with, 
and we've been keeping 
them in mind. 


1f I substantively or 


terms or core spirit of 
my surrender, I expect 
all anti-Cartoonist 
forces to bring their 
full resources 
to bear against me. 


iM 


intentionally violate the 


1 will be vulnerable 
to many things I 


previous 


was not. 


in mind 
state, 


You should keep 
NO my mental 
if shattered, could 
result in Prozac the Bear 
going on a rampage. 


We can deal with him 
nou. He uas created in 
a lab. and we knou 

/ roughly what 
makes him tick. 


properties. 


Yes. He's no longer just 

a random mental glitch 

in the universe, he's a 
being with his own 

1 doubt he'll 

cause any trouble. 


IA) 


Justice Pants, I 
am grateful for your 
continued defiance. 
Soon, it will no longer 
be necessary. 


Triangleand Robert 


Hello, polygons of the press and 
of the world. I'm Cube and this is, 
of course, launch day for the ark. 


03 


I'm sure you all understand 
what's happening, but in case 
there are any misconceptions 
TII use this time to 
summarize the project. 


This ark represents the pinnacle 
in every field of engineering, 
both modern and ancient. 

It is capable of deploying a 
self-sustainable colony on any 
Planet capable of sustaining 
polygonal life. 


To be specific, this ark can ensure| 
that polygons will survive as a 
species, given any spherical or 

hypertaco planet with an 
Earth-compatible butterscotch- 
to-tapioca ratio. 


This is essential, as we do not 
know what will transpire on the 
mission. Earth itself may cease 
to exist, or we may be 
unable to return to it. 


However, we do have strong 
reason to believe that we will 
return safely home on 
completion of the ark's 
primary mission: 


fel 


The destruction of the dual 
space-time pudding lump, Beta 
Tapiocus. A lump in the pudding 
of space and a lump in 
the pudding of time, 
collided and collapsed. 


Шш] 


It is this lump, and the cyclic 
nature of time in its 
vicinity, which is responsible for 
the Time of the Oval and for 
the destruction of the 
six intelligent races 
preceding polygons. 


LS 


Where our predecessors failed or 
did not attempt, we will 
succeed. We will live on, if not 
on this world then on another. 


LC 


1 am well aware that much of фе 
technology in this ark is derived 
from sources and experiments 
no sane polygon can condone. 
Many key components were 
designed by a black project 
group 1 fought against myself. 


fal 


The continued use of this 
technology, for the purpose of 
saving the world, is not unethical | 
There are no enslaved souls or 
genetic experiments. No moral 
harm is being done by the use of 
this knowledge, even though 
harm was done by its acquisition, 


1 sincerely apologize for the pain 
this causes the victims of those 
lexperiments and their loved ones. 


tan 


Triangleand Robert 


Polygons, the Seventh Race, 
could not have constructed 
this ark alone. 


The technology of humans, 
the Fourth Race, is critical 
in many points. From their 
ruined geometric metropolis 
of Tetris, from their spacefaring 
Oval, and from many other 
artifacts and legacies, we have 
gained understanding 
of essential technologies. 


А 


Each of the Races preceding us 
has played at least some role 
in this endeavor. 

The ark will be carrying the 
genetics of polygons, but it 
will be carrying the hopes of 
all Earth's cultures 
past and present. 


Colonists were selected partially 
for geometric diversity, in case a 
sustainable colony is needed. 


is] 


More importantly, however, 
they were chosen for 
diversity of skills. 


We do not expect the approach 
to Beta Tapiocus to be simple. 
As problems arise, we trust that 
from the best and brightest of 
the Seventh Race we will have 
taken aboard polygons able to 
face off against anything we 

may confront. 


Even though we hope we will 
not need to found a colony, 
we believe the colonists will be 
as valuable as the core crew. 


[а] 


A full list of colonists should be 
available in your local 
newspaper. I have far too little 
time to list them all here, but 
ТЇЇ name a few you might have 
heard of, just as a sample. 


The six Food Sentries, including 
the latter-day Sentries of the 
Igneous and Metamorphic 
groups, will be aboard. 


Justice Pants will be aboard. 
Martin Five? 
Herman the Undisputed.’ 
Brian М. O'Cone. 

Dr. Mysticismate* 


[al 


*character 


with no 


Jorge Luis Borge 

Gary the Shane. 
laian“ 

The Cornersheep. 

Instructor Johnson: 


James Secantsby.* 
The 88th k-Gon? 


comic strip references, | 


. have to cut this short. I've just 
received the final launch 
calculations from... can't place 
her name right now, sorry. It 
appears that the approach to 
Beta Tapiocus is likely to induce 
a space-time pair of ducks, but 
we had already prepared for this 
contingency and will have no 
problems. 1 now have to get 
on board myself. 


Triangleand Robert 
What do you think you're doing? 
By the terms of the 
Cartoonist's surrender, 
we are requesting 
to board. 


The Cartoonist must document 
[Ме destruction of Beta Tapiocus} 
in the strip. We are essential 

^to this task. 
That's utter nonsense. | 
1 


1 know, but Robert wanted to try it. 


Please go away. This isn't your 
fight. This is everyone BUT 
your fight. You already 
understand, Triangle. 


Yes. Ifthe Chosen One 
of the Beforings is who ends up 
saving you, then you're not saved. 


We won't try to save you. 
We want to be there, 
though. We want to 


We want to stand witness at the 
moment when the world proves 
it no longer needs protagonists 


We just want to watch. tsave 
d Z That sounds horrible, 
Robert. 
Stay auay from the 
vital systems. The 
I'11 vouch Cartoonist uill not 
No deal. for them. protect you from me 


Justice Pants? 


I oN 


if you cause trouble. 


Huh? 


You didn't read the 
surrender, Triangle? 


Justice Pants? 


OA 


Am I going to need to 
get some exposition before 
we board the ark? Sorry. 


Triangleand Robert 


NOW we're lost. This thing is huge. Do you have 


any idea how long it would 
No, we're... yes, have TS them to build it? 
now we're lost. Would hee? 
NN If time "T working. i | 
There exists no truthful assertion 1 hope this timeline conversation 
of the amount of time it actually isn't foreshadowing. ` 
took to build. Did you just baa? 
T have nothing against a I can't tell. The Cartoonist 
good timeline kink, but isn't writing it, sol Oh. 
they're getting N have nothing “, J e 
commonplace. That, empathic to 
makes them, 


go on. 
not fun. 


The Oval technology on board. 


. You still have a chance of 
That's all stuff you... founding the Eighth Race — 
yourself, don't you? 
Baa. 
о Ваа. 
[s] 
o о 
о 
INSERT o INSERT 
SUPERANTELLIGENT o SUPERANTELLIGENT 
TELEPATHIC TELEPATHIC 
SHEEP o ‘SHEEP 
o 
o 
О. 
I don't understand what |He doesn't want the Seventh Race |Моге than that, though, he doesn't 
he meant by that. to die out, or even to be reduced 
He meant two things. 


want the Beforings to have the 
to slaves. credit. If he does ever found a 
Second Fifth Race, he doesn't 


want it to be by jumping through a 
pre-existing cosmic hoop. 
He has too much ego 
7 for that. 


Triangleand|Robert 


Eight STUs until launch. 


AQ 


That's "Ship Time Units". 
Depending on which plane 
you're aligned to, one 
STU is currently equal to 
two to four subjective 
minutes. 


1 guess Cube is in charge 
of this whole thing. 


He might as well be. 
1f nothing else, he has 
his rear vertex mark. 


He still has that? Yeah, The 
Cartoonist’ s promise not 

to harm Cube is still in 
effect, and it might hold 


him back even if X, 
he breaks the 
| surrender. 


Lieutenant Carter 
to Cube, requesting 
security clearance 


Huh? 


AQ 


Code granted, check your pager. 
Let's not use the shipwide PA 
for the little things. We should 
discuss new events over it, 


but not routine. 
Acknowledged. 


for green blast doors. 
He understands 
bow to maintain 


AY 


That's an interesting 


Mr. Disease. How'd you 
come back to life, anyway? 


Not all the warrior-chefs of 
my clan were opposed to 
my methods. There was a 

sort of schism over 


whether to revive me. 
/ 


1A 


My Fondue quest was completely] 
futile as an actual quest, but | 
believe the Fondue's intent was 
for my clan to prove its honor 

after my death. 


АХ 


command decision. 
1am unclear bow this helps 
me as a Sentry directly, bat itis 
good to know | am supported 
in my choices after all. 


AN 


Ibelieve you should be in the 
rearward cabins, by the way. 
Follow the orange arrows, 
once they're visible. 


| 
ya \ 


Triangleand Robert 


Triangle and Robert are 
comfortable in their 
cabin. 


"at last" to that. 
The mind's 
necessarily 
imperfect 
understanding 
of 
Time... 


So, we're nearly at Beta Tapiocus. 
1 wish I could add an "already" or 


Has a history of filing nuisance 
lawsuits and being immediately 
thrown out of court. | know. 
That's not what I 
was going to say. 


T 
Attention, crew and colonists. 


This is Cube. The predicted 
space-time pair of ducks 
is manifesting now. Meat 
Sentry, please prepare 
your extravehicular 
combat suit. 


These ducks... we may have 
made a miscalculation of 
scale. Dai Vegetable, 
Metamorphic Sentries, 

please prepare 


your, 
extravehicular 
combat suits. 


Orpuddex? You should be ready 
for extravehicular too. 
This could be bad. 
Cube's getting ready to 
scramble all six Sentries. 

Is there а good 

reason they're 

even following 
his orders?, 


Meat Sentry here. 
"Miscalculation" doesn't 
begin to cover this. 
We're going to need tactics. 
| think it's because he's the one 
that got the facts straight. 
Information is sort of the key to 
‘overcoming the Time of the 
Oval. T hate that name, 


you know. — 


This is the Vegetable Sentry. 


take the lead, this is his 
terrain. 


Yeah, the Oval was pretty 
tangential to the 
“| Time. 


I suggest the Igneous Sentry 


T 
Dairy. Seconded. Igneous? 
Triangle, the Sentries aren't 
larguing with each other. This 


must be serious, 
Itis, Robert. O 


This is not my first pair 
of ducks. I know what 
to do. The Meat Sentry 
will provide the main 
force. 


Suited up Тапа ready 
to move out. 

The space-time pudding lump 

is guarded. That pair of ducks 

isn't a random anomaly, the 


Beforings have it there 
as a defense. 


Grain Sently here. Mr. Dis~ 
the Metamorphic Sentry 
and | are ready. 


There's power in thé 
names of the 
food groups. 


Triangleand Robert 


The Sentries can handle 
this, Robert. 


It just feels odd. Usually wel 
find out about this sort of 
battle later іп a flashback. 

We could actually jump 
in this time. 


We shouldn't. The Sentries know 

what they're doing. Orpuddex can 

handle time and space, Linda 
can handle ducks. 


Who handles 
pairs? — 


1 don't think that's important. 


The Vegetable 
Sentry would 
handle pears, 


right? N 


АС 


Т 

Meat Sentry to ark. It's a 
standoff at the moment, but 
with Igneous out of action... 


What? 


He went into his battle form. 
It was incredible... he took 
a big gash out of the space 

duck. It was power 
on a metagod scale, 
while it lasted. 


T 
What happened? 
He just couldn't hold his 
shape together. I'd blame 
it on his tapioca ratio. 


This is the Vegetable Sentry. 
I've just spotted those two 
circles... those "eye" 
things... heading back to 
the ark. Meat Sentry, | think 
that leaves you in command. 


You think I'm fit for 
command? What if | berserk? 


Are we supposed to be 
able to follow this 
fight scene? | 


I'm already preparing a 
three-dimensional Border 
of Lettuce. If you can't 
be trusted, I'll just cordon 
off you and the ducks until 
one of you falls. 


You will not berserk, Trust your 
fall instincts, not merely those 


Who's doing ef # Warrior. 


supposing? 


There's something mythic 
going on here, right? 
Yes. This is their fight to | 


win. Not just the Sentries', 
but not mine. 


Obeying your command, 
Meat Sentry. Vegetable 
Sentry to ark. If I'm not 

on shipwide comm, 
put me on it. 


We're going to need flanking 
reason not to ask the 
Chosen One. 

ask, | might end up 
saying yes... 
T 
Who made the fruit salad in 
galley H yesterday 
vegetable peeler and 
head for my 


here. Someone give me a 
No... Linda... If you 
afternoon? Get your 
cabin Se 


Triangleand|Robert 
Vegetable Sentry to ark! 
Am | іп touch with the chef 
responsible for yesterday's 
fruit salad? 


I'm nota chef, just a 
1 
Get your peeler. 


It's not my 


1 
Get it. 


You're going to bring that to 
my cabin and touch it to 
the door. Unless I'm grossly 
mistaken, the door will 
open at its touch. 


There's a painting of a feast 
hanging in there. Rip the 
bowl of fruit from it, and 
half the tomatoes. Hang 

the pieces in your 
own cabin. 


Robert, | think he'sI get what 
he's doing. 


Someone get a EV suit. 
ready for that chef. 
He's delegating a Fruit Sentry, 
as has been the implicit 
right of his position 
from,the start. \ 


1f you think this'll help 
somehow, I'll try it. 


AQ 


‘My рееїег.1 it is my peeler, isn't it? 
It's the kitchen's in name, but... 
yes. I can do this. Those 
maraschinos when I was four 
were no accident. 


AQ 


A 


Im ready. 
1 can taste it, Robert. This isn't 
some temporary loan of powers. 
There are seven Sentries now, and 


їп any less desperate situation, 
that would have been a foolhardy 
waste, but everything is on the 
line. | wouldn't have thought to 
do it, but I think the Vegetable 
Sentry's decision there just 
saved the universe. 


What can a Fruit Sentry do 
that the Igneous Sentry 
couldn't? 


| don't know. With any luck, 
neither do the ducks. 


there will continue to be 
until some massive 
change in the 
fabric of 
cuisine: 
^ 
T 


Fruit Sentry to Cube! When І finish 
this orange sauce, you'd better 
have my EV suit ready! 
Meat Sentry, do you read? 


Not as often as | should... 
sorry. 


Yes, | read you loud 
and clear. 


T 
What concentration of orange. 
sauce would be ideal for those ducks? 


Ideal would be the density 
of a neutron star, but 
practically speaking, 

| "9 say try fo 
Neutron star's good. Will a half 
teaspoon be enough to make a dent? 

Triangle, is the new guy bluffing?| 

| don't think so. It'd take more 
oranges than exist on all of 


Earth, but | don't think it's a bluff. 


AQ 


Make that three quarters of a 
teaspoon. I remembered 1 
had sherry. 


AO 


Triangleand|Robert 


You can keep hitting and hitting 
and hitting the space duck, but 
the time duck just undoes 
everything! How can you hurt 
the time duck? 


It's a fair question. With Orpuddex 
out, there's not much time in any 
of the cuisine. 

Herbal puns 
notwithstanding, 


Metamorphic Sentry to ark. 
No, disregard that. 


Metamorphic Sentry fo Cube, 
personaly: You know what to do. 


What are you talking about? 


You know what you're capable of. 

Cube. You've unearthed layers of 

history and rain be yond any other 
mortal's achievements. 


What good is an archaeologist 
against those things? There's 


‘You understand the gradual 
accumulation over cycles of time. 
You also have bad some training 

with desserts, in your cover 

as anice cream man. 
If you're getting at something, 


You've acclimatized tomany 
strange magics. If you laid claim 
to it, the mantle of Sedimentary 

Sentry would become yours. 


No. 1 must refuse this. | have 
my part to play, and it is i 


no record of anything like this. spit it out. science, not magic. 
Why is he distinguishing 
between science and magic? 
Wishful thinking. — | 
T T 
We require one who cap touch |When the Chosen One first came] No, he hasn't been. He isn't. 
time. Who, of all mortals, has to oar world, who was the first He just might become. 
come closer to that than yourself?! — polygon to of fer him food? ach iteration Stach 


I'm no'chef. | know ту way 
around a soft-serve dispenser, 


but. 
Sedimentary, That's basically 
fat, right? 
It's food that accumulates. 
Mostly fats and sugars, but 
also layered dips and 
some complex casseroles. 


If you will take it, it is 
your destiny. 
They were pretty good cakes, too. 


So this is true? Cube's been 
the Sedimentary Sentry 
the whole time? 


cycle defines, in some 
way, its own magical 
points of reference. 1 
will take on the post 
of Sedimentary Sentry, 
but solely to lay down 
a precedent in 


The position of Sedimentary 
Sentry shall be passed on to a 
successor not at the moment of 
death, but rather at the peak of 
the Sentry's powers. Thus, 
there will be no waxing and 
waning of the food group's 
prominence. 


Sedimentary cuisine will grow 
incrementally. Each generation 
will add a new layer, not 
forgetting what came before 
but enhancing it. 


So speak I! the first Sedimentary 
Sentry of the Seventh Race. 

1 will now, as my first and final 
act of high cuisine-magic, seek 
out and contact a successor 
to inherit my power and 
surpass me. 


Clever. Maybe too clever to 
work, but it might pass off as 
mythic if no one thinks 
about it too hard. 


Triangleand Robert 


Bs 


On Earth, suming 
pentagon receives an 
urgent telepathic 

messagi 


an un 


Keven West! Kevin West, 


Sedimentary Sentry. | must 
communicate with you. 


What? Sedimentary? 


C 


pentagon, age twenty as of 
last time desync. This is the 


Make your nachos, Kevin. 


Is there going to be a 
party? I only make 
them for parties. 


Not the ones you make 
for parties. The 
nachos you dream of. 


I can't make those! 

They're just this weird 

sort of... thing. 

They wouldn't even 
be edible. 


"4 


only be unfit for mortal 
consumption. 
You're saying there's some 
sort of non-mortal who'd 
actually eat them? 


t 


You are mistaken. They would 


They are supremely suited, 
above all other foods known 
to mortals, as a sacred offering. 


Offering to whom? 


Any god that wants some, and 

will grant at least some boon 
in exchange. This is not a 

time to be choosey. 


I don't know if I can 
make them, for real. 
In my dreams, the 
oven timer... 

1 


Do not fear if they burn. A 
burnt offering is no less 
precious for it. 


This is to save the ark, 
right? You're Cube? 


C 


Yes. Accept your place as the 
Sedimentary Sentry, Kevin 
West. Petition gods known and 
unknown, current and dead, 
for their aid. 


1 have no idea what three quarters 
of those gods are even supposed 
to represent. 


Does it matter? They're 
creating the best 
diversion ever. 


$ 


Meat Sentry to ark! The time 
duck is overflowing with 
legends! I can't look 
directly at it, but I think it's 
immobilized for now. 
We can win this! 


a 


This isn't adding up. Gods aren't 
supposed to actually accomplish 
anything useful, not even if you 
get a swarm of them. If anything, 
a swarm should be even less 

effective than one god. 

It's only a delaying tactic. 
There's another step here. 
Probably another 
Sentry. I hope it's not me, 
that would make a really 


lousy allegory. | 


Triangleand Robert 
Robert. Robert! 


What? 


N 


Ps 


Taste it. 


Taste what? 


AY 


We each have our own unique 
talents. | supposed this isn't 
in your field. 


I might be having a sensation, 
but it's not taste. 


N 


It's taste. 


/N 


There's cuisine-magic going on, 
of a kind completely outside 
everything we know, as far 
stranger than metamorphic 
food as metamorphic food is 
stranger than pudding. 
And pudding’ s pretty strange! 
in the first place. Who thinks| 
"fundamental building block 
of cosmos? Oh, I know! 
PUDDING!"? 


The Beforings. And the Cartoonist. 


т\т really not sure. 
this is taste. 


AY 


T 
Meat Sentry to ark. What 
just happened? Did 
someone just restructure 


magic again? 
See? Taste. 
A 


Please don't be alarmed. I've been 
working on quaternions for years. 
1 applied every combination of 
mathematical and logical operations 
1 could think of... today, 1 tried 


cooking m 
T 


Who are you and how are you 
on the intercom? 


AQ 


Dr James Secantsby... but сай me 
the Quaternion Sentry now. need 
to requisition an EV suit, 

I'm going out. 


AY 


Grain Sentry to ark. | don't 
know a lot about 
quaternions, but from what | 
understand they'll be very 
useful dealing with 
space-time issues. I'll 
endorse the requisition. 


Welcome to the team, 
Quaternion Sentry. The 
Vegetable Sentry says you 
should bring coffee with 
you when you come out. 


1 wonder if the food group is 
actually just quatemions, or 
if it includes any other 
mathematical structures. 
I've always wondered if 


octonions were edible. 


PW 


Oh, you have not. e 


p 


Triangleand Robert 


Great hunch by the Vegetable 
Sentry about that coffee. 


AY 


Triangle, After all that... 
WHY ARE THE DUCKS 
STILL THERE? 


AQ 


1 have no idea. 


The first nutrient. 


AY 


Meat Sentry to Water 
Sentry! Please take over 
command for the duration 
of the battle! 


AQ 


Lu pu 
| third. 
| 


1 ako second. 
1 
ІА. 
| 
Can he fifth if Fruit seconded 
instead of fourthing? 


What's going on? 


Water's... a food group, 
Robert. It's nearly on a 


level with pudding itself | 


JA Water Sentry would necessarily 
be capable of something 
approaching omnipresence. 
Tactically, the implications for 
this battle... 


Omnipresence? Could... 


I'm not sure how to put this, 
exactly. It would be insane, 


AX) 


Not me. 


Oh. Wait, though. If it's not 
you, could it still be the... 


AQ 


No. 
all, 


He has no presence at 


within this universe. 


A Beforing? 

No. I think the 
omnipresence is new to 
being the Water Sentry 

not a 
ius 


anyone 
you know at all. 


Triangleand|Robert 


Meat Sentry to ark. All 
non-vegetarian passengers 
with no allergies, prepare for 
the best meal you've ever 
had. The space-time pair of 
ducks is no longer a threat. 


Is it safe to eat them? 


Not if you're allergic to anything 
that's ever existed in all of time. 


! All ten Sentries are 
accounted for. Igneous will 
recover with enough 
butterscotch, the rest of 


us are unharmed. | 


| 
Hold on. Correction? 


^Q 


T 
All eleven Sentries are 
accounted for. As 
previously stated, Igneous 


will recover. | 


Eleven Sentries. There's Meat, 
Dairy, Vegetable, and Grain... 


Igneous, Metamorphic, 
Sedimentary... 


AQ 


Quaternion, Water... 


AY 


Should I count Sedimentary 
twice, for Cube and his 
successor? 


No. Each group has 
one Sentry at a given 
moment. The succession 
rule for Sedimentary 
doesn't change that. 


That's ten. There's a Sentry 
I'm missing. What did I miss? 


AO 


Cartoonist? I know you can 
hear me. Little help here? 


N 


I have no idea. 
1 know. 


Triangleand Robert 


ion for Beta Tapiocus breakup. 
Orpuddex is still We 


To the best of my knowledge. 


Then who's going to 
Stir the lump? 


1 don't know what the ark's 
equipped to do. There must 
bea plan. 


disintegrated, Shi 
isn't he? 
This is the Meat Sentry. Find the most non-magical |So the Ovalnaut created 


Galley officers, please 
perform a manual 
inspection of dry storage. 


A 


ham this ship has and 
manually heave it out an 
airlock directly at 
the time lump. 


ZS 


the first Starham! 


Should I just take that 
as a non sequitur? 


££ 


Meats don't cure in space. There's 
not some strange miracle that can 
cure them. The Starham was 
already cured before it went 
into space. 

What does that have. 
to do with the Ovalnaut? 


A 


[Thats how a ham got into space in 


the first place. I'd guess it got 
jettisoned from the Oval for some 
unimportant or random reason. 


And the time lump? 


AQ 


It'll reinforce the curing, making the 

ham effectively eternal. Absence 

of pre-existing magic is key to this. 

Is this just a technical 

cuisine magic point or 
is there a moral? 


AY 


T 

Dairy Sentry to colonists and 
crew. Stay away from the 

high-pressure cheese storage. 


I've been magically a 
little numb since the 
pair of ducks. Is he... 


AN 


T 
There's no guarantee the 
Fondue'll come out right. 


The Sentries who have them 
are preparing Godfoods. 


A 


This is the Metamorphic Sentry. 
There is MSG aboard this 
vessel, against clear instructions. 
I will not ask who brought it, bat 
it mast be surrendered into my 
custody immediately. 


A © 


TriangleandRobert 


It is not safe for monosodium 
glutamate to be aboard this 
vessel other than in my 
possession. Whoever is in 
possession of it, relinquish it 
now! My lab kitchen bas 
a mailslot. 


ldidn't smuggle anything this time. 


Don't look at me, Triangle. I 


| made sure of that before 
we tried to board. 


A 


| 

Thank you for your cooperation. 
I was not expecting to require 
MSG, but it may be fortuitous 
that some was aboard after all. 


AY 


Is the MSG entity the Godfood 
of the metamorphic group? 


That's correct. It 

sounds like Mr. 

Disease hadn't 
expected to 
need its help. 


T 
This is the Vegetable Sentry. 
Which other groups 
have Godfoods? 


I'd have to guess 
all of them, in theory. 
Wait, no, if igneous... 


A 


I'm working оп the Book of 
Salads Past and need a 
culinary linguist. 

Triangle? 


Thinking the ramifications 
of an Igneous Godfood 
through. 


A 


If anyone can make sense of 
"yellow kale" or "fetal 
spinach", please contact me. 
Orpuddex must be both the Sentry 
of pudding and its Godfood. The 
‘others must be calling their 


But the lump is made of 
pudding, Can the other 
Godfoods affect it? 


1 don't know what the 
Sentries are planning, 
Robert. | trust their 
judgment. 


AQ 


Т 
1 regret that the Godfood 
of Vegetable cannot be 
invoked here or now. 


AN 


jig 1o compensate for him. 
Cube here. While we're 
apologizing for missing 
Godfoods, 1 might as well 

mention that the Sedimentary 

Godfood takes many 

generations of Sentries to 

summon, each contributing a 


small part of the ritual. 1 doubt 
you'll need it, though. 


AQ 


Yes, that makes sense. 


A 


A 


TriangleandlRobert 


The Godfood of Quaternions 
must be constructed from axioms, 
but I don't know the axioms to 
start from. I can't get anywhere 
with it. 


Noo 


Grain Sentry requesting a 
communication to Earth. 
My aunt and uncle will be |Grain IfI had, it would have 
watching the news, they 
don't need to be contacted | defend themselves from the 


personally. 

His aunt and uncle. I didn't 
really think that thread 
would get called back to. 

| 


Notify them that | never 
learned the Godfood of 


reduced their ability to 


ICI. | ask them now to 


summon it on behalf of my 
food group and this ark. 


I would direct all of my substance at Beta Tapiocus, bat] would be 
destroyed. Quaternion Sentry, can you construct a mathematical 
space that intersects this pne at only two time points? 


Fairly easily. 


Do so, connecting now and two years from now. Mr. Disease, 
place a small amount of MSG into that space. The remainder will 
go to the lump, bat | will live again. 


It said "two years". The 
MSG entity must be positive 
that time will stabilize. 
I don't really understand 
any of this, It all seems to 
be important in ways I 
wasn't made to comprehend. 


А 0 


This is ће forward wave 
battery. We have an emergency. 


What's a wave battery? 


Something that can be 


forward and have 


T 
State the emergency! 
1 


The resonators are supposed. 
to be prime multiples 
of the carrier! 
A wave battery has 
resonators, a carrier, 
and some sort of math. 


А 


That's correa. 
Some of the frequencies are 
synchronized. We can't fire in 
this condition. I think the software 
might have been sabotaged! 
It can be fired when in 
working order, but this 
one currently isn't. 
N 


A 


emergencies. 
N 
This is the Оц... no. Applied math 
situation. This is Dr. James 
Secantsby. Sorry I'm butting in, but 
are you running on an RBAD 
embedded controller? 
This sounds like it's 
going to be a word problem. 


T 
T believe the resonator alignments 
are on that platform, yes. 
Do you know something? 
[ 


There's a bug in the prime test. 
It occasionally misses sevens 
and nearly cost me my thesis. 


Missing sevens in а 
prime test. Another plot 
detail callback Interesting! 


^ y 


Fa 


Triangleand Robert 


Robert? Do you really remember 
number theory from a past 
story arc? 
There's definitely a 
detail somewhere about 
prime numbers and sevens. 
I don't remember where. 


ee 


Sevens... Lieutenant, or 

whatever your rank is! If we 
can't fire that battery we're 
doomed anyway. Try to get 
Prozac the Bear to show up. 


Right, that was it. 


Prozac the Bear? | 


A 


He stopped at prime numbered 
cells escaping from the lab 
that created him. 

For a spurious yet 


significant definition 
of "created". 


| 
A 


Everything about Prozac the Bear! 
is spurious. Don't let that get in 
your way. He also stopped at 
some multiples of seven. 


Because he was created 
using defective hardware? 


It doesn't have to make 
sense. It's Prozac the Bear. 


AUS 


Prozac the Bear has arrived. 


Keep him near the battery. 
Play a game or something. 
I'm guessing, but as I said 
we're doomed anyway if 
it won't fire. 


A Q 


So the idea is that Prozac tends 
to alter the rules of reality 
to suit his perceptions. 


If he's near numbers that 
he thinks are prime, their 
factors might not 
physically matter. 


A m 


This is tenuous. We really were 
doomed anyway though, right? 


How should I know? 


A 9 |А 


You usually know how doomed 
we are, in a comically 
oblivious way. 

That was when the Cartoonist 
was writing things. I don't 
know what the real author 

is thinking. 


When Cube gambles, it's usually 
serious. What do you think the 
worst thing that could happen is? 


An unbreakable cycle with 
no loopholes and no variation 
from Si to recurrence. 


AS 


AQ 


1 was hoping you would say 
something reassuring. 


So was I, Triangle. 


A 


We're supposed to rest our 
hope on Prozac the Bear. 


And we have no real 
idea who supposes that. 


| 
A 


Triangleand Robert 


It has to be downhill from here. 
Prozac the Bear ended up 
useful? What else can happen? 


There are two readings 
of the word "downhill". 


^ 9 [XA 


Fear me! 


FEAR ME! 


He's recovered 
from aeria. 


Iam Orpuddex, 
guardian of the site you 
term Beta Tapiocus. I 
am the Pudding- 
Watcher, created by the 
Beforings to guard 
their intentions 


in this universe. 
Something's wrong here. 


Fear me, mortals, and 
turn back. You will not 
disrupt this lump. You 
will not break the rules 
of this universe. You 
will not pass me 
without a fight, and you| 
will not defeat me. 


Cube to nr 
1 believe I speak for every 
polygon on this ark, and 
every polygon back on Earth, 
and a few non-polygonal 
beings, when I say we have 
no intention whatsoever 
AS back. 


You stand no chance. 
All of your cuisine, all 
of your technology... 
All comes from 
pudding. All will again 
become pudding. 


T 
We will fight you, Orpuddex. 
Though we relied on you to 
stand as an ally, if you stand 
between us and Beta Tapiocus: 
we will fight you. 


A Q 


E: fabric of space 
itself is yours to command, 
we will fight you. Though 
your food group may be more 
powerful than all those of 
Earth combined, we will 


fight you. 


AY 


Though the civilizations before 
us perished by the power you 
now claim to guard, we will 
fight you, Orpuddex! 


AY 


T 
You may draw power from the 
shining pudding of the stars 
themselves. You may channel 
all the puddings of the 
universe, darkening the 
skies forever, and we will 
still fight if you force us. 


A 


Though this may be a battle 
the Seventh Race can never 
win, we will nonetheless fight! 
Though it rends this cosmos 
asunder, we will continue to 
fight! We will not submit to 
Beta Tapiocus. 


A Q 


Orpuddex: 
We will not fear you. 


yas 


Triangleand Robert 


So this is it. The Beforings made 
their big mistake. They gave 
you the power toShut up. 


A 


What? 


A 


This isn't a puzzle game. This 
isn't a situation where we pick 
outthe right verb and noun to 
jump through the scripted hoop 
and see the next plot point. 


AN 


1 know 1 can kill Orpuddex. | know 
exactly how I'd do it, and | know 
the ark would proceed to Beta 
Tapiocus unhindered. Then what? 
So this isn't just about 
а space-time anomaly. 


^ 9 


If we fight one destiny by invoking 
another, what are we really 
accomplishing? This is nota 
battle to be resolved by tuming 
the Beforings' own will against 
them. 


I think I understand, 


Triangle. 


Maybe the lump would break and 
the Seventh Race would survive 
the Time of the Oval. That would 
be all. We'd escape from a 
specific cosmological cycle, but 
the TH would be unbroken. 


Ido ere 


A 


This is the Igneous Sentry. 


What? 


^ 9 


N 
Do you read me, ark? 


Triangle. I can't tell. 
Is that...? 


A © 


This is Cube, ‘peal for 
the ark. We read you, 
Igneous Sentry. 


Å 


T 
I'm going to dispel the Godfood 
of Pudding. It'll all make sense 
when it's over. 


I'm confused. 


M 
PAN 


T 
Acknowledged, Igneous Sentry. 


A Q 


1 look forward to finding out 
what this means. 


L\ 


Triangleand|Robert 


Ive just gotten reports of 
something odd happening 
around the hull. 1 don't want 
to alarm anyone, but 1 
suggest everyone secure their 
most important possessions 
and be prepared to move. 


Maybe we should have brought 
some important possessions 


for this. 
For what? 


1 still don't want to alarm 
anyone, but everyone below 
deck 14 should start heading 

upward now. This isn't a 

drill, but proceed calmly. 

I don't know, I just 
don't want to miss 
out on it. N 


We're on deck J, І think. 


We might as well head 
upward in case. 


ho 


T 
Please do not crowd the 
elevators. Use the ramps 
or stairs. 


I don't see anyone 


in the hallway. 
We're probably 
above deck 14 then. 


| м 


A 


Are we below deck 14? 
/S 
T p 
Evacuate! This is not a drill! 


Everyone evacuate! The 
hull has lost stasis! Temporal 
decay will be reaching the 
interior in under 4 STUs! 


| think | know where the life 
pods are supposed to be. 


A O 


T 
The hull's based on the Oval. 
This shouldn't be happening. 


There's a standing interaction wave 
self-intersecting in just the right 
spot to weaken the hull. It's 

an echo cascade between the 
port thrusters, the library 
electronic catalog, and one of 
the Hungry Hungry Hippos sets 
in the game room. 


T 
1 only understood half of that, 


but thank you. I'm seeing 
failures all over the evac 
systems! All mages on board, 
and anyone else with 


teleportation capacity, prepare 


for emergency instructions! 


| think | count. 


NX 2 


Everyone with teleportation 
capacity or general magic, 
set up some sort of signal so 
you can be found easily. It 
looks like we're going to have 
a total hull failure soon. We 
need to get as many people 
back to Earth as possible. 


That's a pretty good 
signal, Is it visible | 
‘through walls? 


Get as many passengers near 
you as possible. If you can't 
use teleportation yourself, 
try to link your powers to. 
someone who can. Most of 
us aren't going to make it 
out alive. I intend to go down 
with the ship myself. I'm 
sorry about this, everyone. 


Attention. This is Cube. The 
hull has just reassembled itself 
for no reason whatsoever. 


An arbitrary deus ex machina. 


A 


Please return to your cabins. 
1 don't have a good 
explanation, but there is no 

longer an emergency. 


r that 
ailure. 


con 


Someone had to do 
something, and no 
one else could. 


Triangleand| 


Alll pudding separation team 
are in position to destroy 
Beta Tapiocus. This will be 

a moment of glory, but let's 
not think about ourselves. 


A Q 


Robert 


on Earth. More than that, 
we're doing it for everyone 
this space-ti 
and its historical cycle have 
ever affected. 


AY 


| 
We're doing this for everyone 


le pudding lump 


We're doing this to honor the 
First Race, who rose from 
pudding and fell before a 
power they had no hope 

of comprehending. 


T 
We do this to fulfill the 


promise of the Second Race, 


who rose above their 
predecessors ever so 
slightly before they died, 
proving that progress can 
happen even through 
repetition. 


A 


To carry forward the spirit 
of the Third Race, the 
weavers of magic and 

myth, whose contributions 

live on in ways more 
fundamental than we can 
consciously recognize. 


А0 


To correct the errors оў 
the Fourth Race, who had 
the technology to break 


free of their bonds 
but not the wisdom. 


A 


T 
To justify the hopes of the 
Fifth Race, who accepted 
their demise with calm but 
left the seeds for a future 
greater than themselves. 


AO 


To remember the 
unremembered Sixth Race, 
whose lack of a record 
spurs both our curiousity 
and our desire to leave 
our own mark. 


АС 


Also for fractals and 
monsters, demons and 
gods, beings not of a Race 
but still trapped, in their own 

ways, by the 
spiralling of time. 


О 


we're doing this for more than 
just Earth. 1t for the 
Beforings, too, that they 
may learn humility. 


AY 


T 
And for the 
Cartoonist. 


Justice Pants, no. 
You can't! 


A 


I'm not saying to 
forgive him! He is 
honoring the 
surrender» and he 
wants this to happen 
as much as we do. He 
belongs in this 
enumeration as much 
as anyone. 


A 


TriangleandRobert 
As we honor those before us, 


let us not forget the more 
recent past, and the history 
of the Seventh Race itself. 


AY 


Let us remember the legacy of 
cuisine magic, carried by 
warrlor-chefs since before 

our records began. 


A 


Let uy remember Tetris, 
and those earliest 


Let us m those like the 

ICI and RDCLBA, who sought 

in their ways to shield us 
from the inevitable. 


AQ 


Let us remember all our 
heroes, not merely those 
of cuisine and magic and 
archeology. We cannot, in 

this limited time, honor 
even a fraction of those 

who deserve honoring. 


A 


They're about to separate 
the lump. I think I need 
to try for one last point 
exposition while it's 
still there, although I 
won't get it right. 


You чан: 
What point is it? 


It's about tapioca 
and butterscotch. 


No, you won't get it 
right. Go ahead though. 


zs 


There's nothing evil 
about tapioca. There's 
nothing good about 
butterscotch that isn't 
also true of tapioca. 
They're not morally 
opposed, they're just 

incompatible in a 
fundamental way that has 
nothing to do with 

right or wrong. 


eS 
Butterscotch is of a 
continuous nature. 
Tapioca is of a discrete 
nature. It happens that, 
in this particular 
universe, at this 
particular time, 
butterscotch was the 
primal state and tapioca 
was the anomalous one. 


It also’ happens that, at 


Neither of those 


this particular time, 
butterscotch was 

cial and tapioca 

detrimental. 


ben 


facts is 

fundamental, and the two 

сїз are themselves 
uncorrelated. 

That's closer to right 


than | expected. 


ALN 


XM 


Separation in six... 
five... 


ES 


Triangleand Robert 


N 


Two months later... 


| think that was the Cartoonist. 


Our wallpaper! 


The past couple month 


It's beautiful. This universe. 
polygons often told us that 


before you came it was, 
a beautiful place... 


I really liked that 


wallpaper. 
will iN 

grow 

back? 


That's not my 
place to say. 

Where will you go, anyway? 

You're no longer real to your 

former universe, and you're 


not going to be a part 
of this one. 


I don't know f 
I'm not the one writing 
this. But... if it's 
still the ending I had 
imagined during 
the hiatus... I'm 
not going to go 
anywhere, 


r sure. 


By which you don't mean 
you're staying. 
No. I'm not going to 
exist at all. The fact 
that I can exist 
due solely to the 
existence of the 


N comic. 


is 


And there's no afterlife waiting 
for you, just a total metaphysical 
void. 

No personal afterli 
Everything meanin 
about me is also 
part of the real author. 
What matters will live 


on. All that's d: 
ont choice, 

diagonal lines, and a bit 
of surface 


characterization flu. 


We... Robert and |... came 
into being as elements of 
the comic strip. 


We're still polygons, though. 


The laws of the 
universe allow for 
us to be. I thini 

we'll N 
continue. 


Our extraordinary powers might not| 
With the Time of the Oval past, 

1 might no longer be the Chosen 
One. With no comic strip, you 
might no longer be able to use 


wackiness with 
nigh-impunity. 


Those are entirely 
reasonable maybes. 


There are 
that are best left unsaid, 
both for the universe's 

sake and for the 


comic's... Colin Mochrie. 


so many things 


AO 


Triangleand Robert 


Robert, what did you just say? 
Colin Mochrie. 


AV 


I'mright, aren't I? 
I'm wrong. 


| 
м, 


A 


ЕА 


Colin Baker. 


Who's Colin Baker? 


AQ 


What are you talking about? 
If the cycles of your 
universe had been a 
little more consistent, 


a polygon named 
Colin Baker would, 
have played 
the sixth 
Beaver. 


The series skipped over 
the sixth Beaver. 

And the identity of 
Colin Baker ended up 
going to the Sixth 


у 


Please don't tell me 
that makes sense. 


No, random 
cosmic glitch. 


AQ 


Are we going to have more 
random cosmic glitches, 
or will it all. 

He can't tell us 
that. It'd risk 
predestining. 


AS 


[There are a lot of things 
he can'ttell us. 

a lot of things| 
and don't 


I want the strip to end 
over a distant horizon, 
with possibilities 
I can't enumerate. 


AQ 


So how does it end? 
it's ending now, I think. 
Assuming it's all still 

the way I planned it. 
Not sure how 

more pages 

it'll be. 


m 


What happens at the very end 
of it? Have you picked out 
some last words? 


"hs 


AO 


Triangle... Robert... 
When, in the entire course 
existence, have I 
written a decent 
wrods? 


Robert, did he just...? 


No, Triangle. 
That's noy 


typo. 


